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Keeping Alumni Connected 
Academic Dean Challenges Students  

 

AGTS welcomed new students for spring orientation on 
January 7th.  During the 2008 inaugural chapel service, Dr. 
Steve Lim, academic dean, preached on Rethinking Our 
Call.  Excerpts from his message:  

As Jeremiah (1.4-5) and Paul (Rom 1.1) were called to ministry, so we have 
been called.  At the beginning of a new year and a new semester, we need to 
reflect on our call, so that we can better serve God. When I responded to 
God’s call to ministry, I had three assumptions: 

1. I had been called to do ministry—whether to preach, teach, lead, 
evangelize, or disciple. So I needed to be trained and equipped with the 
required skills and competencies. 

2. I needed to find a good position in order to do ministry. 
3. Most of my ministry would be church-related. 

Many ministers and students hold these assumptions. They may be partially 
correct, but taken as complete truth, they lead to limited impact, frustration, 
and failure. A more accurate understanding would be: 

1. Our doing must arise from our becoming. 

For the first half of my ministry I ministered out of emotional 
unhealthiness and relational immaturity. What I do in ministry must arise 
from how God’s Spirit is transforming me to be more like Jesus: Self-
giving love means relational wholeness. Joy and peace mean emotional 
health. While developing needed competencies, we must also allow God’s 
Spirit to produce his fruit in us, so that we can produce healthy fruit for 
him. 

2. We may be called to position, but always to mission. 

We identify a position of ministry with security and safety—salary, 
benefits, title, respect, resources, and volunteers. When one does not 
materialize, we question God, “Why didn’t you provide for me?” Jesus and 
Paul never had positions as we know them, rather they had a mission. A 
position may not always be available to us, but as long as there are lost 
people, undiscipled believers, and needy individuals, we have opportunity 
for mission. We don’t just need people filling positions. We need bold men 
and women to go forth in mission in the power of God’s Spirit! Sometimes 
God calls us to position; always he calls us to mission. 

3. We are called to engage the world. 

Jesus did not simple say, “Your job is to maintain the saints and try to 
attract the world to come to church.” Rather, he said, “Go into all the 
world...” We are called to engage people where they live and to meet 
their real needs. Nearly half of unchurched young adults have a negative 
view of evangelical Christians. They perceive that we are inwardly focused 



instead of caring about the needs of their community and world. Our call 
is not simply to minister in churches. Our call is to engage the world and 
win them for Christ. 

 

Resources 
AGTS Spring Lectureship Series 

Dr. Craig Keener (‘85/’87) will speak at the AGTS 
Lectureship Series on January 15-17.  He is one of the 
most prolific New Testament scholars in the world today. 
His IVP Bible Background Commentary: NT sold over 
350,000 copies in nine languages.  A brilliant scholar and 
passionate evangelist, Craig has been called unsurpassed 
in his generation as a Johannine scholar.   

 

He completed his Ph.D. at Duke University and serves as professor of New 
Testament at Palmer Theological Seminary of Eastern University in PA.  
Alumni are invited to attend.  His chapel lectures will be posted at a 
later date at www.agts.edu. 

Chapel Schedule: 

Jan. 15, Tues., 6 p.m.-7:15 p.m. 
Jan. 16, Wed., 10:30 a.m.-11:45 a.m. 
Jan. 17, Thurs., 9 a.m.-10:15 a.m. 

Matthew’s Missiology 
Luke’s Missiology 
Paul’s Missiology 

 
AGTS Day of Renewal, January 24 

 

Dr. Earl Creps (’02), will speak at the AGTS Day of Renewal 
on Thursday, January 24th.  This is a time when the faculty, 
staff, and students fast from routine responsibilities to come 
together to worship and wait on the Lord. Alumni and 
families are invited to attend at 9:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 
6:30 p.m. or listen to live audio streaming of these 
services at www.agts.edu. 

Earl and Janet (’04) Creps are church planters working to establish a 
campus church at the University of California, Berkeley.  Earl travels as a 
speaker and consultant in the areas of leadership, emerging culture and 
communication and preaching.  Author of Off Road Disciplines: Spiritual 
Adventures of Missional Leaders, his next book entitled Reverse Mentoring is 
scheduled to be released in 2008.  Read Earl’s article Moving Target: 
Reframing Discipleship for Postmoderns in the Winter issue of the Enrichment 
Journal.  
 
Hogan Lectureship:  Islam in America 

Dr. Mark Hausfeld (’83) will give a final lecture on Islam in America on 
Tuesday, February 12th, at 10:30 a.m.-11:45 a.m. at AGTS. Alumni and 
guests are invited.  The lecture includes dialogue with the audience and a 
reception will follow. Request a copy of the lecture when posted.  
 
Prayer Focus:  Each One Pray One 

 

On March 10-11, the faculty, staff and students will be 
calling alumni—to pray for you, your family, your 
ministry and special needs.  No fundraising will be 

involved—our goal is to pray and encourage you. 
 

 



 

Does Seminary Make Sense?  An Interview with Joel Triska 
 

If you know someone considering seminary, ask them to 
check out An Interview with Joel Triska on YouTube to 
get an insider’s view of AGTS. 

Another resource is Seminary Day on April 11th which 
provides a great opportunity for them to see all AGTS 
has to offer.  Visit the AGTS website or call 800-467-
2487, ext. 1031 for registration information. 

 
Lifelong Learning 

If want to refresh and enhance your ministry skills, why not take a one-week 
class at AGTS?  Courses are available for credit or audit. Visit us online for a 
complete list of course offerings. 
 

Feb. 25-29 (M-F)  8 a.m.-12/1-5 p.m. 

Dr. Mel Ming Vision-Centered Leadership & Management 

Dr. Shane Clifton Theology and Popular Culture: Engaging Film, 
Television and Music 

 

Dr. Clifton is the academic dean at Southern Cross College 
in Australia and chairs the department of theology.  His 
Ph.D. is from Australian Catholic University.   

Shane believes that Christians need to understand the 
values and meanings conveyed by popular culture and how 
they influence our social, personal, and religious values. 

A substantial part of his course is devoted to watching and critiquing selected 
films.  He will share how to utilize contemporary media in the prophetic 
proclamation of the gospel. 
 
New Discount Available with GovConnection 

AGTS recently partnered with GovConnection to offer 
corporate discount rates on computers and software 
to students and alumni.  Another bonus— AGTS  

receives a percentage of the proceeds for student scholarships. Visit 
www.govconnection.com/agts to create your free account and start saving 
money!   
 
Grants Available 

The Louisville Institute is offering grants to support pastoral leadership 
research.  The program supports research and reflection by pastors and 
academics on the conditions of contemporary Christian ministry, the nature of 
contemporary pastoral leadership in light of those conditions, and the 
character of pastoral excellence.  Deadline:  March 1, 2008.   
 

Faculty News 

 

Dr. Steve Lim, academic dean, was recently published in 
the Winter issue of the Encounter Journal.  Read his 
article Why Churches Don’t Disciple and How Yours Can. 

 



Dr. Mark Hausfeld (‘83), Hogan professor of world 
missions, recently spoke in two sessions at the Great 
Lake SALT (Student Action Leadership Training) with 
Chi Alpha in Cincinnati, OH. 

 
 

 

Dr. Gary McGee, distinguished professor of church history 
and Pentecostal studies, wrote an article, “Miracles” 
published in Encyclopedia of Mission and Missionaries, 
Jonathan J. Bonk, ed. (NY:Routledge), 2007. 

 
Dr. Johan Mostert, associate professor of community psychology, traveled to 
Jos, Nigeria to teach at Evangel Theological Seminary where Scott Ennis 
(’05) is principal (first picture).   

   

Dr. Mostert and Scott Ennis   

The seminar on AIDS Mobilization of the Local Church was attended by 
pastors, local leaders, members of the medical fraternity (picture 2), and a 
group of HIV positive women who led the morning devotions. Dr. Mostert 
shared, “These women raise funds for their AIDS shelter by designing and 
making magnificent dresses, place mats, and ornamental hangings (picture 
3). 
 

In January, Dr. Mostert will teach a course on the Integration of Theology and 
Christianity at Providence Theological Seminary in Winnipeg, Mannitoba. 
 

 

Dr. Angela Reid (’00), assistant professor of counseling 
psychology, attended the Midwest Christian Psychology 
Conference at SW Baptist University in Bolivar, MO. She was 
faculty sponsor for student presenter Eloise Thomas.   

 

Dr. Cheryl Taylor (‘91/’03), director of the D.Min. 
program, will speak at the Great Plains regional SALT 
conference from January 18-21 in Rochester, MN.  The 
following week she travels to Singapore. 

 
 

Books and Publications 
Alumni Authors 



 

Paul Bortolazzo (’87) wrote a new book, The Coming of 
the Son of Man  

This is a biblical novel highlighting the events which will warn 
believers of His coming.  It is part of the Watchmen Trilogy 
which highlights the future events from the book of 
Revelation.  For more information or to place an order, 
contact Tate Publishing at www.tatepublishing.com/bookstore  

 
The Winter 2008 issue of Enrichment Journal focuses on Discipleship:The 
Neglected Mandate.  Check out the following articles written by AGTS alums.  
Visit Enrichment online. 
 

 

The Cycle of Evangelism and Discipleship: An Unending 
Process by Randy Hurst (’81) 

Randy Hurst is the director of communications for AG World 
Missions in Springfield, MO.   

 

Right-Brain Preaching: Capturing the Imagination of Your 
Listeners by Dr. Doug Oss (’80) and Mark Batterson 

Doug Oss is the director of the Cordas C. Burnett Center for 
Expository Preaching and professor at AGTS. 

 

 
You may also want to read these articles recently published in the AG 
Women in Ministry enewsletter.  Visit online. 
 

 

Good Guilt, Bad Guilt by Dr. James Bradford  

James Bradford serves on the AGTS Board of Directors and 
senior pastor of Central AG in Springfield, MO. 

 

Guilt, Anyone? by Kerry Marsh (’05) 

Kerry Marsh, M.A., PLPC is a counselor at Evangel University 
and UpWord Counseling Services in Springfield, MO. She 
has been an AG minister for 15 years.  Her husband, Doug, 
directs the AG Royal Rangers ministry.  

 

 

Must-Haves for Great Small Groups by Dr. Lori O’Dea 
(‘91/’02) 

Lori O’Dea has served at multiple-staff churches as an 
associate pastor and as a teaching pastor. She speaks at 
retreats and leadership events. 

 

Have you recently published an article or book? 

Email the Alumni Office at alumni@agts.edu. 

Alumni News 



 

Eldon (’75) and Sue Brown, AG missionaries for 43 
years, recently retired from active service.  Their 
missionary careers have taken them into South Korea, 
Okinawa, Hong Kong, Belgium, Thailand, Ukraine, and 
the U.S. to serve as church planters and teachers. 

 

Howard Collver ('77), an ordained minister, served at Teen Challenge in 
New York City and Cape Girardeau, MO.  He pastored in Connecticut and 
Michigan, taught at Zion Bible College (RI), and served as a licensed 
professional counselor in Michigan until retirement.  Active at Grand 
Rapids First AG, Howard teaches and counsels in First Touch Ministry.  
 

Dr. Dennis Jameson (‘77) was appointed provost and 
senior vice president (academic) of Trinity Western 
University in Vancouver, BC.  Dennis holds three additional 
masters degrees and doctorates from Fuller Theological 
Seminary and the University of California, LA.  He serves as 
a graduate mentor with Global University/ICI. 

 

 

 

Dr. Joe D. Wilmoth (’78), assistant professor of Human 
Development and Family Studies at Mississippi State 
University, was presented the Excellence in Teaching 
New Faculty Award for the College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences at MSU.    

 
Dr. David Penchansky (‘81) presented a paper “The Meaning of the Book of 
Job” at the Society of Biblical Literature national meeting in San Diego, CA.  
He plans to include it as part of an introduction for the book he is writing, 
Wisdom Literature of the Bible.  David is a professor at the University of St. 
Thomas, St. Paul, MN. 
 

 

Allen “Joe” Jones, Jr. (’82), who served as an AG missionary 
for 26 years, with his wife, Nadine, passed away on January 
1st.  Joe was working with Global University Colleagues and 
Network 211 in Springfield, MO. 

 
Kevin Donaldson (’90) is a senior consultant with Injoy Stewardship 
Services. 
 
Trudy Ruehmann (‘94) married Rev. Scott Jackson in November.  Trudy 
serves as a missionary to Micronesia. 
 
Keith Shelby (’94) is the family and education 
minister at Southern Hills Church in Salem, IN. He 
recently went on a missions trip to Zimbabwe with a 
group ministering to AIDS orphans at Eden Children’s 
Village in Doma.  Keith said, “Please keep the people 
of Zimbabwe in your prayers.  Conditions there are 
dire as the country faces economic collapse and a 
great deal of uncertainty.” 

 

 



Douglas Bursch (’98) is senior pastor of Evergreen Foursquare Church in 
Auburn, WA.  He is a weekly columnist for the local paper and currently 
working on his D.Min at The Kings Seminary in Van Nuys, CA.  Doug is a 
guest speaker/evangelist through Evergreen Life Ministries.  Visit online at 
www.yesevergreen.org 
 

David and Carolyn Nelson (‘98) have served as AG 
specialized missionaries to Eurasia since 2001.  David 
serves as president of Evangel Theological Seminary, KIyiv, 
Ukraine.  The Nelsons are also involved in teaching and 
preaching ministry in Eastern and Western Europe.  

 

 

 

 

Dave (’00) and Kelly Godzwa along with their 
children Rebekah, Joseph, and Jonathan serve as 
missionaries to Mexico.  He visited Tabasco, the region 
of Mexico that experienced devastating floods in late 
October-November. 

 

Along with other missionaries, they loaded up two 
SUVs with toys, vitamins, diapers, and powdered milk 
and drove 8 hours from Mérida, Yucatán to 
Villahermosa, Tabasco to bring relief to families, 
especially those with small children. 

 

Michael and Cheryl (Adcock) Ramey (’03) welcomed their 
son, Aaron, last May.  Michael works as a home missionary in 
the federal prison system as a chaplain.  They plan to adopt 
an infant girl from Colombia. 

 

 

 

Dr. G. Robert “Bob” Cook (’04), superintendent of the AG 
Rocky Mountain District, was appointed executive vice 
president of The Alliance for AG Higher Education effective 
January 1st.  He will join Dr. George Wood, general 
superintendent and president of the alliance at the national 
office in Springfield, MO.  http://colleges.ag.org/ 

 

Carlos Aviles (’05) reports he went to El Salvador and 
started a theological seminary.  He now plans to plant a 
church in San Salvador. His family is well and very happy. 
He’s currently doing Bible courses and seminars for several 
churches. 

 

 

 

Monty (’05) and Cara (’05) Galloway (pictured 
with Dr. Klaus and his wife Lois) are part of a team 
at Relevant Life Church, a church plant in Spokane, 
WA.  Monty serves as the small group pastor.  Visit 
them on the web at www.relevantlifechurch.com. 

 



Phil Rasmussen (’05), chapel dean at Northwest University in Spokane, WA, 
helped coordinate the school's involvement in Operation Iraq, a program that 
sends holiday packages to U.S. troops serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.  
 
Jane Ross (’05) teaches American Sign Language and Deaf Culture at 
Central Bible College, Springfield, MO. 
 
Lee Reese (’07) pastors Mount Carmel Road Assembly in McDonough, GA. 
 

Send Us Your News! 

We want to hear from you!  Send your latest news and photos for 
possible publication in the Alumni E-Newsletter and/or Rapport.  Email 
your news and photos to alumni@agts.edu.  

 

Upcoming Events 
Jan. 15-17 

Jan. 24 

Feb. 1 

 
Feb. 12 

Spring Lectureship with Dr. Craig Keener 

Day of Renewal with Dr. Earl Creps  

AGTS Women’s Event, 7-9:00 p.m. 
All ladies are invited to attend-lots of fun and fellowship 

Hogan Lectureship with Dr. Mark Hausfeld - his final 
Hogan Lecture, 10:30 am (an informal session with a Q & A 
session) 

 
AGTS Golf Tournament 

 

Make plans now to join us for the First Annual AGTS 
Golf Tournament to be held May 1st at 1pm at 
Rivercut Golf Course in Springfield, MO. All proceeds 
will go to student scholarships. Special pricing will be 
available for AGTS alumni. Please contact Paul 
Martinez at 417.268.1012 for details. 

 
 
If you would like to unsubscribe, please email alumni@agts.edu with 
"unsubscribe" in the subject line. 

 


