ASSEMBLIES OF GOD THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
MCSl 504 MISSIONARY ENCOUNTER WITH WORLD RELIGIONS
HarvieM. Conn, Th.M ., Litt.D. Independent Studies Program
COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

An introduction to the theology of religions. A biblical theology of religions is developed,
against the background of extensive study of current models of approach. Using major religious
systems as examples, five characteristics of al religions are sketched. Some practical suggestions
for evangelistic approach are proposed.

OBJECTIVES

A. Appreciate the need for skill in encountering world religions.

B. Understand major concepts in religious encounter, including:
The concept of elenctics.

The qualities of a biblical missionary encounter.
Various definitions of “religion.”

The background of contemporary models of encounter.
Contemporary models of encounter.

A basic biblical theology of religions.

The five magnetic points of religions.

NogabkwdpE

C. Evaluate contemporary models of religious encounter.

D. Develop abiblical theology of religions.

E Associate significant persons with their models of religious encounter.
F. Analyze religions according to their five magnetic points.
TEXTBOOKS

Please note that the readings are listed here in their totality and in alphabetical order. Directions
as to when the various materials should be read are found at appropriate places in the
programmed syllabus.

Alexander, P., ed., Eerdmans Handbook to the World's Religions. Grand Rapids. Eerdmans,
1994.



Bavinck, JH. An Introduction to the Science of Missions. Phillipsburg, NJ: Presbyterian and
Reformed Publ. Co., 1992.

*Bosch, David. “The Church in Dialogue: From Self-Delusion to Vulnerability.” Missiology,
Vol. XVI, No. 2 (April, 1988): 131-147.

*DeRidder, Richard R “God and the Gods: Reviewing the Biblical Roots.” Missiology, Vol.
VI, No.1 (January, 1978): 11-28.

**Guidelines on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths and Ideologies.” Occasional Bulletin of
Missionary Research Vol. 3, No. 4 (October, 1979): 160-162.

Hick, John and Brian Hebbelthwaite, eds. Christianity and Other Religions. Philadelphia
Fortress Press, 1980.

Knitter, Paul. No Other Name? A Critical Survey of Christian Attitudes Toward the World
Religions. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1985, pp. 171-231.

*Schrotenboer, Paul.  “Inter-Religious Dialogue.” Evangelical Review of Theology, Vol. 12,
No. 3 (July, 1988): 208-225.

*Wright, Christopher JH.  “The Christian and Other Religions: the Biblica Evidence.”
Themelios, Val. 9, No. 2 (January, 1984): 4-15.

*ALL REQUIRED ARTICLE READINGS (except the Alexander, Bavinck, Hick, and Knidder
texts) ARE INCLUDED IN THE STUDENT MATERIALS. You do not need to acquire any
articles separately.

COURSE LECTURER

Harvie M. Conn Litt.D., Westminster Theological Seminary (deceased)

Dr. Harvie Conn (deceased) was Professor of Missions and Director of the Urban Missions
Program at Westminster Theological Seminary. He also served as editor of Urban Mission while
at Westminster. Dr. Conn was a missionary to Korea for thirteen years. He is author/editor of
numerous publications, including Planting and Growing Urban Churches: From Dreamto
Reality, Evangelism: Doing Justice and Preaching Grace, A Clarified Vision for Urban Mission,
and Theological Perspectives for Church Growth. His education credentials are:

Calvin College, B.A.

Westminster Theological Seminary, B.A.
Westminster Theological Seminary, ThM.
Geneva College, Litt.D.



METHODOLOGY

The Independent Studies Program provides the opportunity to study selected subjects at a
distance without attending classes. Individuals taking an independent studies course use:

a set of required textbooks,
a lecture series on cassette tapes,
a study guide and a set of specific course assignments.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1

Programmed L esson Plans (45% of grade):
The student is expected to submit satisfactory response to the assignments in this
programmed |lesson booklet. These will be due following lectures 6, 16, and 24.

Final Examination (25% of grade):
One examination will be given, covering al the content of the lectures. No books
or notes, other than a Bible, may be used during the taking of the examination.

Missionary Encounter Paper (25% of grade):

The student should write a fifteen-page (approximately) paper in preparation for a
missionary encounter anticipated in ministry. If the student has chosen an
international field of service, the student should evaluate a religion particular to
that field. If the student will remain in hisher “native’ environment, or is
undecided about a field of service, then the student should evaluate some religious
element of the native culture or of afield in which s/he has interest.

The paper should consist of two parts: 1) A summary of the student’s biblical theology of
religions, and 2) An evaluation of how that biblical theology relates to the anticipated
religious encounter. The second part should include both an analysis of that religion and
specific ministry plans for a missionary encounter. The length of the sectionsis at the
student’ s discretion, as long as the elements are appropriately covered.

Both parts will draw upon material from Dr. Conn, but should demonstrate integration of
Dr. Conn’'s material into the rest of the student’s theological understanding. More
importantly, the paper should be very concrete regarding application of the biblical
theology to the missionary encounter situation.

Use of the Programmed L esson Plans:

Each lesson has a corresponding assignment sheet. Unless otherwise indicated, the first
assignment on each sheet is a reading assignment. This assignment (designated “1") is to
be completed before listening to the taped lecture. The other questions may be done after
the lecture.



INTERACTIVITY ASSIGNMENT

To fulfill the interactivity assignmert for your course, do the following:

1. Register with the online forum at www.I T Scourses.org to receive your user name and
password.

2. Post an original answer to each interactivity question for your course (2 questiors— 75 word
minimum each).

3. Reply to one answer given to each question (75 word minimum).

4. Submit to AGTS a document containing:
a. The questions of the forum,
b. Your original answersto the questions,
C. Your repliesto other students' answers, and
d. The students’ arswers to which you replied.

NOTE: Since the questions often synthesize the course, you should complete this assignment at
the end of your course work.

COURSE GRADING

Interactivity Assignment 5%

Programmed L esson Plans 45%
Final Examination 25%
Missionary Encounter Paper 25%

GRADING PROCEDURE

All course requirements are to be sent to:

AGTS

Office of Continuing Education
1435 N Glenstone

Springfield, MO 65802

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY
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Guide. Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 1988.
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Boston: G.K. Hall, 1977, 1978.
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Religions in the Modern World, A.D. 1900-2000. New Y ork: Oxford University Press,
1982.
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Francisco: Harper and Row).
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Greenwood Press, 1978.
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Smith, Huston. The Religions of Man New Y ork: Harper and Row, n.d.

General Christian Approach Theories

Aldwinckle, Russell. Jesus — A Saviour or the Saviour? Religious Plurdism in Christian
Perspective. Macon, GA: Mercer University Press, 1982.
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Coward, Harold. Pluralism: Challenge to World Religions. Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 1985.

Cox, Harvey. Many Mansons. A Christian’s Encounter with Other Faiths. Boston: Beacon
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Religions. Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 1990.

Dewick, E.C. The Christian Attitude to Other Religions. London: Cambridge University Press,
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Hillman, Eugene. Many Paths. A Catholic Approach to Religious Pluralism. Maryknoll: Orbis
Books, 1989.

Knitter, Paul. No Other Name? A Ciritical Survey of Christian Attitudes Toward the World
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Society, 1950.

Newbigin, Lessie. The Gospel in a Pluralistic Society. Grand Rapids. Eerdmans, and Geneva:
World Council of Churches, 1989.
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Vroom, Hendrik. Religions and the Truth: Philosophical Reflections and Perspectives Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1989.
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Fu, Charles W. and Gerhard Spiegler, eds. Religious Issues and Interreligious Dialogues. An
Analysis and Sourcebook of Developmerts Since 1945. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press,
1989.
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Oosthuizen, G.C. Post-Christianity in Africa. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1968.

Parrinder, Geoffrey. Africa's Three Religions. London: Sheldon Press, 1976.
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On the Eightfold Path: Christian Presence Amid Buddhism. London: SCM Press,
1961.

Callaway, Tucker. ZenWay — Jesus Way. Rutland, VT: Charles F. Tuttle Co., 1976.
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Muhammed and the Christian: A Questions of Response. Maryknoll: Orbis Books,
1984.
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Institute of Theological Studies Addendum Updated 1/26/05

MCSI 504 Missionary Encounter with World Religions
Textbook Update

The Anderson text, The World's Religions, has been replaced by:

Alexander, P., ed., Eerdmans Handbook to the World's Religions. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1994.

New Reading Assignments:

Lesson 21: Primal Religions — pp. 128-168.
Lesson 22: Hinduism — pp. 170-196.
Lesson 23: Buddhism — pp. 222-244.
Lesson 24: Idlam — pp. 311-342.

New study guestions/answers for L essons 21-24:

(The following questions/answers should replace those given for the Anderson text. Questionsin
the ILG on the lectures remain the same.)

Lesson 21: Primal Religions

1. Summarize in your own words the following concepts as they relate to primal religions in
general:

a. Spirit power
b. “High God”
c. Theliving dead
d. Medicine men

2. Explain the following concepts and their significance as they relate to their specific region’s
primal religions:

a. “one community” ( Kondh people of Asia)
b. Relationships (Melanesia).

c. Dreamtime (Aborigines of Australia)

d. “Supreme Being” (African religions)

e. “theLord-of-the-Sky” (Zulu)

L esson 22: Hinduism
1. Briefly definein your own words the following Hindu terms and concepts:
a.  Trimurti

b. Upanishads
c. Bhagavad Gita
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T oo

a
b.
C.

Brahman
atman
karma
samsara
dharma
bhakti
moksha

Briefly describe in your own words the influence of the following Hindu leaders:

Rammohan Roy
Sri Ramakrishna
Vivekananda

L esson 23: Buddhism

1. Describe the reasons Gautama left home (and eventually Hinduism altogether) to find
knowledge.

2. Briefly define the following according to Buddhist thought:

a
b.
C.

dharma
nirvana
atman

3. Summarize in your own words the Four Noble Truths as taught by Gautama.

Lesson 24: |slam

1. Briefly define the following Muslim concepts and terms:

g.

SO0 o

Hijra

Qur'an

Shari’a

Hadith

Caliph

A Sufi and “the Sufi path”
Allah (God)

2. What are the Five Pillars of |slam?

3. What was the major disagreement between the Sunnis and the Shi’ as?



