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expanding the influence of leaders worth following

Earl Creps’ monthly leadership newsletter

Off-Road Disciplines Free Download
Leadership Network is making available a free download
that includes the cover, TOC, and Introduction from Off-
Road Disciplines. Here® what Leonard Sweet has to say
about O-RD: (rhis is one of the most exciting books |
have read in years. It shifts our focus from doing church
to being church, and promises to be a standard
reference in all future discussions of missional
leadership.O--Leonard Sweet

Next D.Min. Cohort Launches Feb. 2007

A brand new Doctor of Ministry cohort begins February
12-15, 2007. Following three Core courses, participants
will be able to choose Concentrations in Missional
Leadership, Biblical Preaching, Military Chaplaincy, or
Self-Design Study. For more information email Tracy
Harrington at the D.Min. office.

Impact Player: LeRoy Bartel

Leroy Bartel (Cohort 1, D.Min. class of 2005) Dean of
the College of Bible and Church Ministries at
Southwestern Assemblies of God University was recently
recognized for his outstanding work in writing course
curriculum. During the annual Association of Continuing
Christian Education Schools and Seminaries (ACCESS)
convention in January, Global University®@ Berean
School of the Bible won Online Non-Degree Course of
the Year for its Prison Epistles course, which was written
by LeRoy as his D.Min. Project. Way to go, LeRoy!

Online Sermon: (Home Field
DisadvantageO

A sermon preached at Hope Community Church in
Springfield, MO on June 28" 2006 confronts the
challenge of discerning God@® activity in our lives when
the conventional answers don® seem to be working.




Free 1000-Word Excerpt
from Off-Road Disciplines

Leading Edge Blog Edition

http://www.xanga.com/ LeadingEdge

Leading Edge Archive

http://www.agts.edu/dmin/leading_edge/index
.html

D.Min. Culture

D.Min. program mission: transforming leader

to transform their organizations

D.Min. program vision: leaders worth
following

D.Min. program values:

the extra mileN others before ourselves
the personal touchN everyone counts
the leading edgeN we create our future
the real dealN authenticity in everything
the better wayN listen to improve

the positive word N choose to encourage
the unique personN enjoy diversity

the X factorN synergy by trust and truth

FasTrak: M.Div. Equivalency in Half the
Time

Thinking about a D.Min. but not sure how to get there?
Our pre-doctoral program can take a qualified MA holder
in full-time ministry to academic eligibility for the D.Min.
(M.Div. Equivalency) in half the time using a specially
designed course format available in many locations as
well as online and by DVD. Check it out at our website
and/or contact the D.Min. Team.

Internet Resources: 3 Free Online
Preaching Books

Religion-Online makes available some free online
preaching books representing a variety of points of
view; they include the following:

Fred Craddock's As One Without Authority

James Sanders' God Has a Story Too

Reuel Howe's Partners in Preaching: Clergy and Laity in
Dialogue

Futures Editor: Glen Davis

Librarything is a fabulous resource if you're a book-
lover. You can input your personal collection and receive
recommendations on what books you're likely to enjoy
reading next. Plus it's a great way to keep track of what
you've loaned to whom. Free up to 200 books, cheap
beyond that.

Glen and Paula Davis are Chi Alpha missionaries to
Stanford University.

Metrics: Worldometers

Worldometers offers a continuously updated collection
of statistics on our global situation, such as population,
health issues, and energy production. The site also
allows you to project trends on each of these issues into
the future.

Read this Book: Practicing Greatness

Written by Reggie McNeal, this book lays out the (7
disciplines of extraordinary spiritual leaders,Obased on
Reggie® experience as a coach and mentor to
thousands of Christian leaders.

Quotable: The Power of Blogging

"The election of the Rev. Frank Page as president of the
Southern Baptist Convention last week may have been
historic in one key way: It marked the first time that a
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major religious group opted for an upstart candidate on
the strength of a technological innovationN the blog,"
reports...Dissatisfied with the denomination's
presidential nominations, bloggers created enough buzz
to make Page the newest president.O

--The News & Observer in North Carolina

LeaderLife: The Spritual Discipline of
Marketing

Reality arrived yesterday in the form of an executive
editor for my publisher telling me that | should hold off
on developing my next book until I®e spent 6 months
marketing Off-Road Disciplines.

| was not prepared for this sort of delay. However, when
I checked with others in the business, | discovered that

the likelihood of a second book depends on the sales of

book #1 during those first, critical 6 months. Let® hope
everyone buys them for Christmas presents!

Promoting me has never been comfortable. This might
sound surprising after several years of newsletters,
blogs, and websites, but it® true. So my editor®
wisdom (she is absolutely right) pushed some issues to
the surface:

1. My attitude resembled an ineffective church: | was
prepared to create the content for books in perpetuity
but had given precious little thought to getting these

volumes in anyone® hands. This condition resembles

the church ready to receive new messages from their
pastor each week, without a plan for getting this good
news into their community.

2. My strategy must resemble an effective church: | will
depend a lot on conference speaking and web-based
promotion, but the foundation of everything will be
relationship, getting the book to people | know who can
recommend it to others. Purpose-Driven Life sold so
many copies, in part, because readers purchased it for
their friends. Great ministries reach their communities,
not through programs, but through relationships.

3. My results will resemble the message: There is no
cure for a bad book. Also, no amount of marketing,
standard, buzz, guerilla, viral, etc. can compensate for
readers not benefiting from what they read enough to
talk about it. In the same way, the gospel® ultimate
credibility is that Jesus does things in and for people
that make them want to share with others. While
planning and relationship are essential, the power of the
message is its contentN Jesus and Him crucified.

So | am over my qualms about marketing. Perhaps we
can promote ourselves without being self-promoting.
The daylight between the two might be called humility.




My major recommendation: don® confuse humility with
low self-esteem.

Be a leader worth following,
Earl

ecreps@agts.edu

Off-Road Disciplines is available on Amazon.com




