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Of f -Road Discipl ines Free Download 
Leadership Network is m aking available a free download 
that  includes the cover, TOC, and I nt roduct ion from  Off-
Road Disciplines. HereÕs what  Leonard Sweet  has to say 
about  O-RD:  ÒThis is one of the m ost  excit ing books I  
have read in years. I t  shift s our focus from  doing church 
to being church, and prom ises to be a standard 
reference in all future discussions of m issional 
leadership.Ó - -Leonard Sweet  
 

Next  D.Min. Cohort  Launches Feb. 2007  
A brand new Doctor of Minist ry cohort  begins February 
12-15, 2007. Following three Core courses, part icipants 
will be able to choose Concent rat ions in Missional 
Leadership, Biblical Preaching, Military Chaplaincy, or 
Self-Design Study. For m ore inform at ion em ail Tracy 
Harrington at  the D.Min. office. 
 

Impact  Player: LeRoy Bartel 
Leroy Bartel (Cohort  1, D.Min. class of 2005)  Dean of 
the College of Bible and Church Minist r ies at  
Southwestern Assem blies of God University was recent ly 
recognized for his outstanding work in writ ing course 
curriculum . During the annual Associat ion of Cont inuing 
Christ ian Educat ion Schools and Sem inaries (ACCESS)  
convent ion in January, Global UniversityÕs Berean 
School of the Bible won Online Non-Degree Course of 
the Year for it s Prison Epist les course, which was writ t en 
by LeRoy as his D. Min. Proj ect .  Way to go, LeRoy!  
   

Online Sermon: ÒHome Field 
DisadvantageÓ 
A serm on preached at  Hope Com m unity Church in 
Springfield, MO on June 28th 2006 confronts the 
challenge of discerning GodÕs act ivit y in our lives when 
the convent ional answers donÕt  seem  to be working. 



Free 1000-Word Excerpt  
from Of f -Road Discipl ines 

 

 

Leading Edge Blog Edit ion 
http:/ /www.xanga.com/LeadingEdge  
 

 
 
 

Leading Edge Archive 
http:/ /www.agts.edu/dmin/ leading_edge/ index
.html  

 

 

 

D.Min. Culture 
D.Min. progra m mission: transforming leaders 
to transform their organizations  
 
D.Min. progra m vision: leaders worth 
following 
 
D.Min. progra m values: 
•  t he ex t ra  mileÑ others before ourselves 
•  t he personal t ouchÑ everyone counts 
•  t he leading edgeÑ we create our future 
•  t he real dealÑ authenticity in everything 
•  t he bet ter  w ayÑ listen to improve 
•  t he posit ive w ord Ñ choose to encourage 
•  t he unique personÑ enjoy diversity 
•  t he X fact orÑ synergy by trust and truth 
 

 

FasTrak: M.Div.  Equivalency in Half the 
Time 
Thinking about  a D.Min. but  not  sure how to get  there? 
Our pre-doctoral program  can take a qualified MA holder 
in full- t im e m inist ry t o academ ic eligibilit y for  the D. Min. 
(M.Div. Equivalency)  in half the t im e using a specially 
designed course form at  available in m any locat ions as 
well as online and by DVD.  Check it  out  at  our website 
and/ or contact  the D.Min. Team .  

 
Internet  Resources: 3 Free Online 
Preaching Books 
Religion-Online m akes available som e free online 
preaching books represent ing a variety of points of 
view;  they include the following:  
 
Fred Craddock's As One Without  Authority 
Jam es Sanders' God Has a Story Too 
Reuel Howe's Partners in Preaching:  Clergy and Laity in 
Dialogue 
 

Futures Editor: Glen Davis 
Librarything is a fabulous resource if you're a book-
lover.  You can input  your personal collect ion and receive 
recom m endat ions on what  books you're likely t o enjoy 
reading next . Plus it 's a great  way to keep t rack of what  
you've loaned to whom . Free up to 200 books, cheap 
beyond that . 
 
Glen and Paula Davis are Chi Alpha m issionaries to 
Stanford University.  
 

Met rics: Worldometers 
Worldom eters offers a cont inuously updated collect ion 
of stat ist ics on our global situat ion, such as populat ion, 
health issues, and energy product ion. The site also 
allows you to project  t rends on each of these issues into 
the future.  
 

Read t his Book: Pract icing Great ness 
Writ ten by Reggie McNeal, this book lays out  the Ò7 
disciplines of ext raordinary spir itual leaders,Ó based on 
ReggieÕs experience as a coach and m entor to 
thousands of Christ ian leaders.  
 

Quotable: The Power of  Blogging 
"The elect ion of the Rev. Frank Page as president  of the 
Southern Bapt ist  Convent ion last  week m ay have been 
historic in one key way:  I t  m arked the first  t im e that  a 



 

D.Min. Team 
Earl  Cre psÑ Program Director   
 ecreps@agts.edu  
Tra cy Harri ngtonÑ Administrative Assistant
 tharrington@agts.edu   
Stephen LimÑ Project Coordinator  
 slim@agts.edu  
Chery l TaylorÑ Program Advisor  
 ctaylor@agts.edu 

 

Contact  Us 
Phone: 1-800-467-AGTS     
Fax: (417) 268-1047  
Mail: AGTS, 1435 N. Glenstone Ave., Springfield, 
MO 65802 USA 
Web: http:/ /www.agts.edu/dmin/ index.html 
 

 

 

m ajor religious group opted for an upstart  candidate on 
the st rength of a t echnological innovat ionÑ the blog,"  
report s...Dissat isfied with the denom inat ion's 
president ial nom inat ions, bloggers created enough buzz 
to m ake Page the newest  president .Ó 
                  - -The News & Observer in North Carolina 
 

LeaderLife: The Spiritual Discipline of 
Market ing 
Realit y arr ived yesterday in the form  of an execut ive 
editor  for m y publisher t elling m e that  I  should hold off 
on developing m y next  book unt il I Õve spent  6 m onths 
m arket ing Off-Road Disciplines.  
 
I  was not  prepared for t his sort  of delay. However, when 
I  checked with others in the business, I  discovered that  
the likelihood of a second book depends on the sales of 
book # 1 during those first , cr it ical 6 m onths. LetÕs hope 
everyone buys them  for Christm as presents!  
 
Prom ot ing m e has never been com fortable. This m ight  
sound surprising after  several years of newslet ters, 
blogs, and websites, but  itÕs t rue. So m y editorÕs 
wisdom  ( she is absolutely r ight )  pushed som e issues to 
the surface:  
 
1. My at t itude resem bled an ineffect ive church:  I  was 
prepared to create the content  for books in perpetuity 
but  had given precious lit t le thought  to get t ing these 
volum es in anyoneÕs hands. This condit ion resem bles 
the church ready to receive new m essages from  their 
pastor each week, without  a plan for get t ing this good 
news into their  com m unity.  
 
2. My st rategy m ust  resem ble an effect ive church:  I  will 
depend a lot  on conference speaking and web-based 
prom ot ion, but  the foundat ion of everything will be 
relat ionship, get t ing the book to people I  know who can 
recom m end it  to others. Purpose-Driven Life sold so 
m any copies, in part , because readers purchased it  for 
their fr iends. Great  m inist r ies reach their  com m unit ies, 
not  through program s, but  through relat ionships. 
 
3. My results will resem ble the m essage:  There is no 
cure for a bad book. Also, no am ount  of m arket ing, 
standard, buzz, guerilla,  viral,  etc. can com pensate for  
readers not  benefit ing from  what  they read enough to 
talk about  it . I n the sam e way, the gospelÕs ult im ate 
credibilit y is that  Jesus does things in and for people 
that  m ake them  want  to share with others. While 
planning and relat ionship are essent ial, the power of the 
m essage is it s contentÑ Jesus and Him  crucified. 
 
So I  am  over m y qualm s about  m arket ing. Perhaps we 
can prom ote ourselves without  being self-prom ot ing. 
The daylight  between the two m ight  be called hum ilit y. 



 

 
My m ajor recom m endat ion:  donÕt  confuse hum ilit y with 
low self- esteem .     
 
Be a leader worth following, 
 
Ear l  
 
ecreps@agts.edu 

Off-Road Disciplines is available on Am azon.com  


