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expanding the influence of leaders worth following

Earl CrepsOmonthly leadership newsletter

Next D.Min. Cohort Launches Feb. 2007

A brand new Doctor of Ministry cohort begins February
12-15, 2007. Following three Core courses, participants
will be able to choose Concentrations in Missional
Leadership, Biblical Preaching, Military Chaplaincy, or
Self-Design Study. For more information contact Lori
O'Dea at the D.Min. office.

Impact Player: Peggy Wobbema

A member of Cohort 13, Peggy Wobbema is developing
and leading a brand new pastoral care ministry for
North Point Church in Springfield, Missouri. This
initiative, the action phase of her Doctor of Ministry
project, involves training, visitation teams, and many
other dimensions likely to become a model for other
churches. Peggy has just received an invitation to
present her project as the main speaker for a regional
conference hosted by the Health Care Chaplains Ministry
Association. Way to go, Peggy! (Bonus: check out the
(Pie the StaffOgame on the North Point website!)

Online Talk: “Spiritual Disciplines of

the Missional Life”

Given at First Assembly of God in Charlottesville (VA),
Pastor Pete Hartwig, Cohort 14, this 2005 sermon deals
with the personal disciplines needed to live a missional
life. The theme is related to my new book.

FasTrak: M.Div. Equivalency in Half the
Time

Thinking about a D.Min. but not sure how to get there?
Our pre-doctoral program can take a qualified MA holder
in full-time ministry to academic eligibility for the D.Min.

(M.Div. Equivalency) in half the time using a specially
designed course format available in many locations as




Leading Edge Blog Edition

http://www.xanga.com/LeadingEdge

Leading Edge Archive

http://www.agts.edu/dmin/leading_edge/index

.html

D.Min. Culture

D.Min. program mission: transforming leader

to transform their organizations

D.Min. program vision: leaders worth
following

D.Min. program values:

the extra mileN others before ourselves
the personal touchN everyone counts
the leading edgeN we create our future
the real dealN authenticity in everything
the better wayN listen to improve

the positive word N choose to encourage
the unique personN enjoy diversity

the X factorN synergy by trust and truth

D.Min. Team

Earl Cre psN Program Director
ecreps@agts.edu

Tracy Harri ngtonN Administrative Assistant
tharrington@agts.edu

Stephen LimN Project Coordinator
slim@agts.edu

Lori O@eaN Program Coordinator

well as online and by DVD. Check it out at our website.

Internet Resources: Free Book Excerpt
& Big Search Engine Index

A 1000-word excerpt of my new book, Off-Road
Disciplines is now available on my AGTS web page as a
free download.

The Big Search Engine Index provides a sweeping
international listing of specialty search engines neatly
identified by topics like, GChristian,OA\cademic,O
Qslamic,Oetc.

Futures Editor Glen Davis: Free Printing

Free Church Printing offers both free and low-cost
printing options for outreach-focused churches. If you
choose a free design, you just pay shipping and
handling.

Glen and Paula Davis are Chi Alpha missionaries to
Stanford University:

Metrics: Does Church Matter?

Qess than 20% of American adults believe participation
in a congregation is critical to spiritual growth, and just
as few agree that only through participation in a faith
community will they reach their full potential.O

Barna Research Group in ABP News

Read this Book: Simple Church

Written by Thom Rainer and Eric Geiger, this book lays
out a design for discipleship that is based on 400 church
case studies. Rainer argues for a return to making
disciples centered on four principles: clarity, movement,
alignment, and focus.

Quotable: Stopping Short
\mericans are willing to expend some energy in
religious activities such as attending church and reading
the Bible, and they are willing to throw some money in
the offering basket, but when it comes time to truly
establishing their priorities and making a tangible
commitment to knowing and loving God, most people
stop short.O

--George Barna

LeaderLife: The Spiritual Discipline of
Writing

The Doctor of Ministry Team at AGTS spends many
hours helping our participants become better writers.




lodea@agts.edu
Chery| TaylorN Program Advisor
ctaylor@agts.edu

Contact Us

Phone: 1-800-467-AGTS

Fax: (417) 268-1047

Mail: AGTS, 1435 N. Glenstone Ave., Springfield,
MO 65802 USA

Web: http://www.agts.edu/dmin/index.html

After five years of trying to sort out the issue of
academic writing we have developed resources, tools,
teams of editors, training experiences and a host of
other aids.

This month | tried something new suggesting to our
participants that they ask someone to lay hands on
them believing that the Holy Spirit would pour the grace
of written expression into their lives and ministries.

Some of the strain of writing comes from the idea that it
involves only technique applied by arduous effort.
Where is the grace in that? Where is the power of the
Spirit?

The most important thing to happen this week for me
was a change in my perspective on writing that
developed out of a conversation with one of our
participants. We need to think of writing as a spiritual
discipline, not just a professional practice.

In other words, writing forms me spiritually byE

1. Maximizing my influence: after our sermons have all
disappeared into thin air the only thing that remains of
our ministry is what we have written. Even our mp3® do
not have the impact of our books and articles. Realizing
the potential of writing packs the exercise with

missional implications and consequent responsibility.

2. Attracting the inspiration of the Holy Spirit: no one
would want to preach without the feeling of both
speaking for God and speaking in God® power. But we
seldom think of writing this way. As a gift of expression,
the written word is just as eligible for the Spirit@
anointing as the spoken word. In fact, if the Bible is any
indication, perhaps it is more eligible.

3. Bonding me to a community: all professional writers
know that creating their product is a team sport. Our
Team frequently reads each other® articles or chapters
to provide helpful feedback. All of our work passes
through the hands of editors, managing editors, etc. In
fact, Steven Lim says there is really no such thing as
writing, only re-writing. Done correctly, then, the
discipline of writing will make me vulnerable and
accountable to other believers.

4. Bringing me to the end of myself: staring at a blank
computer screen while a cup of coffee cools off on your
desk is one of life@ really painful experiences. The
shortage of time, energy, and words that haunts most
writers has a way of making the composition process
feel desperate and impossible. One of our graduates
described putting her head down on the desk in a
moment like this and just begging God for help and
strength. She produced a brilliant paper for a D.Min.




class which | am sure will be published as a journal
article. When we decrease, God increases.

My point here is not about academic writing per se, but
the ways in which any form of this art can shape a
professional writing ministry that forges enduring
influence for the kingdom of God.

If you disagree, put this phrase into Google: (Purpose-
Driven Life.O

My major recommendation: re-write something

Be a leader worth following,
Earl

ecreps@agts.edu

Off-Road Disciplines is available for pre-order on
Amazon.




