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Order Off-Road Disciplines

Disciplines

Orhis is one of the most exciting books |
have read in years. It shifts our focus
from doing church to being church, and
promises to be a standard reference in
all future discussions of missional
leadership.O--Leonard Sweet

The Leading Edge

expanding the influence of leaders worth following

www.earlcreps.com

Earl Creps’ monthly leadership newsletter

New! MMI Weekly Article

Beginning with the December 4'" issue, the Monday
Morning Insight weekly update will carry a link to a new
blog | will be writing each week. The first article is
entitled, CBervices Interpreted for the Spiritually
Inexperienced.OYou can subscribe to the MMI email
update or RSS feed online.

New! Blogger Book Giveaway

150 free copies of Off-Road Disciplines have been made
available by my publisher to any blogger who agrees to
post a review, positive or negative, on their blog and on
Amazon. Click on this link to register for your free copy.

Podcast: Introduction to Off-Road
Disciplines

This podcast is a reading of the Introduction from my
new book, Off-Road Disciplines. It makes the case that
God forms leaders just as much in the flow of life as in
the more classic disciplines.

FasTrak: M.Div. Equivalency in Half the
Time

Thinking about a D.Min. but not sure how to get there?
Our pre-doctoral program can take a qualified MA holder
in full-time ministry to academic eligibility for the D.Min.
(M.Div. Equivalency) in half the time using a specially
designed course format available in many locations as
well as online and by DVD. Check it out at our website
and/or contact the D.Min. Team.

Internet Resources.

Check out what claims to be the largest Christian
podcasting site at Godcast1000.




Free Off-Road Disciplines
Cover, TOC, Introduction

Church Communication
Network O-RD Broadcast

www. earlcreps.com

Leading Edge Blog Edition

Leading Edge Archive

AGTS Alumni Central

D.Min. Culture

D.Min. program mission: transforming
leaders to transform their organizations

D.Min. program vision: leaders worth
following

D.Min. program values:

* the extra mile - others before ourselves
the personal touch - everyone counts
the leading edge - we create our future
the real deal - authenticity in everything
the better way - listen to improve
the positive word - choose to encourage
the unique person - enjoy diversity
the X factor - synergy by trust and truth

Want to sound brilliant in your sermons? Try this
collection of C.S. Lewis quotes available online.

Futures Editor Glen Davis: InsertBible

InsertBible is free software to help you quickly insert
Bible verses into Microsoft Word documents in ESV
English, Greek, Hebrew or Latin.

Glen and Paula Davis are Chi Alpha missionaries to
Stanford University.

Metrics: Emails

CE-mailers send 84 billion messages a day, worldwide,
according to IDC.O
--EPM Datafile, 30 October 2006

Read this Book: The Hip-Hop Church

Efrem Smith and Phil Jackson have written a book that
will help you get a handle on one of the most powerful
cultural forces of our day and the church that is rising

up to engage it.

Quotable: QLeadership CrisisO

QWould you agree with me that North America is
experiencing a leadership crisis? It is seen at virtually
every level of society, the church not being the least
obvious. Thom Rainer stated in his newest book,
Breakout Churches that 62% of our SBC churches are in
serious decline. There is no simplistic answer for why
this problem exists, but certainly a major contributing
factor is ineffective leadership.0

--Richard Harris, The Planter Update, 20 May 2005

LeaderLife: Making Information My
Savant Instead of My Master

| have been an information junkie my whole life,
building massive files over many years. But as the
information age dawned, the challenge of keeping up
reminds me of a dog chasing a car: if you stop, the
chase become pointless, but if you catch up, what does
that prove?

A few months ago | threw out boxes of my old paper
files, cementing a shift to electronic filing on my hard
drive (a near-miracle).

My next goal is to stop filing in any form, allowing the
internet to be an on-demand library to which | turn Qust
in time.OThe move to net-based software is already
underway (e.g., Google® online word processor) and |
intend to move with it.




D.Min. Team

Earl Creps - Program Director
Tracy Harrington - Administrative
Assistant

Steve Lim - Project Coordinator
Cheryl Taylor - Program Advisor

Contact Us

Phone: 1-800-467-AGTS

Fax: (417) 268-1047

Mail: AGTS, 1435 N. Glenstone Ave.,
Springfield, MO 65802 USA

Website

Along the way, | have found email newsletters and RSS
feeds from various sources to be the most valuable
ways to connect with constantly morphing cultural
issues (an important subject to anyone thinking
missionally).

Next month | will start describing some of my favorite
sources of electronic information. But the truth is that
how we think about those sources is as important as
what data we gather from them. Here are a few of my
learnings on that issue:

1.1 cannot keep up, but I can remain sensitive:
Knowing every new musical fad, for example, is like the
dog catching the carN what@® the point? But being aware
how the landscape of pop culture shifts like the surface
of the sea is very important to understanding those who
call it (home.O

2. Reading is as likely to be my enemy as my friend:
The amount of data available by email and RSS is
beyond overwhelming. So don® read most e-sources.
Skim them quickly to store only the best of the best,
saving your time for creativity. There are no rewards in
heaven for the largest files.

3. Never do a job the internet will do for you: |
recommend subscribing to key email newsletters and
RSS feeds to provide a steady stream of fresh facts and
ideas automatically.

4. Think of information as more of a utility than a
commodity: Leaders my age tend to think of everything
from sermon illustrations to statistics as scarce (in
relative terms), requiring careful storage and
cataloging. Younger leaders understand information as
almost infinitely abundant, like water flowing from a tap
that can be turned on and off. While both points of view
have value, the latter perspective has the benefit of
freeing me from building files in order to build ideas
using real-time information.

My major recommendation: Subscribe to Google Alerts.
For example, if you are preaching a series on CConflict
ResolutionOnext year, you can set an Alert now to scan
the internet continuously for this topic and report the
results by email at intervals of your choice for as long as
you like.

Next Month: My favorite email newsletters.

Be a leader worth following,

Earl

Off-Road Disciplines is available on Amazon.




