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Introductory Materials

BASIC EXEGESIS GUIDELINES

by Roger D. Cotton

1. Keep sound hermeneutical, exegetical thinking.

A. Keep asking: What was the author’s intended meaning?

B. Consider all the contextual evidence for the meaning from language, history and culture, literary features, and theology. Prioritize in circles of context: 1) the surrounding literary unit; 2) the book; 3) the same author; 4) the same genre; 5) the same subject; 6) the same 
time period; 7) the rest of the testament; 8) the whole Bible.

C. Seek to understand the significance of what is written for the people then, culturally and 
theologically, and state it in terms of principles. Then propose the significance for us today in 
terms of theological principles and finally specific applications.

2. Answer the major questions from the basic resources.

A. Study the most probable meanings of the major terms and phrases. Read in various versions including NASB, ESV, CEV, NLT, and NIV. Use: lexicons—BAGD, HALOT; concordances—New Englishman’s Hebrew or Greek Conc. or NIV ones; wordbooks including NIDOTTE, TWOT, TDNT or abridged, NIDNTT. Study cross-references and parallel passages.

B.
Determine the meaning and significance for them then of essential historical and cultural 
points. 
Use: encyclopedias, surveys, background books, exegetical commentaries.

C.
Analyze the flow of thought within the passage by diagramming it.

D.
Place the passage within the document by outlining the latter and comparing yours to the 
outlines 
in the best exegetical commentaries.

E.
Note what the genre characteristics and literary devices indicate about the author’s intent. 
See what the best exegetical commentaries and literary scholars say about them. Check 
Dictionary of Bib. Imagery.

F.
Read the studies available on the passage by other exegetes, especially on the theology of 
it. See: the best exegetical commentaries especially NIC, Tyndale, Expositor’s, Word; 
journals; specialized studies, e.g. Horton’s on the Holy Spirit; OT theologies, e.g. 
Martens, House, (OT) and Ladd (NT).

G. Draw conclusions on the meaning and significance then and the significance now. 
Meditate and 
principlize.

3. For a topic, bring together the above results for each of the passages pertaining to it and

      synthesize the Bible teaching on the topic.

A.
Be sure to let each Bible writer give his unique contribution to the topic.


B.
Try not to force any categories on the data but seek those of the Bible writers.

Doing Word Studies in the Bible

By Roger Cotton

The key question we must ask to interpret a passage of the Scriptures and understand what God is saying through it is what did the Bible writer, led by the Holy Spirit, mean in that context to those people? To get at that meaning, one of the basic questions to ask is how did the writer use the key words or phrases considering how they were used in that world? The answer to that question is found by doing word studies because we have not grown up in their world, speaking their language. However, there is a temptation in doing word studies that we must avoid and that is to treat Bible words as having magical power to be discovered, especially by tracing their roots. Words, including those used in the Bible, are just symbols, used in human language, to communicate truths and concepts. God speaks to humanity clearly, not in secret codes. He gave us His written word through real people in real human language the way those people actually spoke.

Therefore, the goal of a word study should be to understand the meaning the Bible writer intended by the word or phrase in the passage under study by presenting the evidence of all the possible uses/meanings of the word or phrase in the world of that Bible writer and then choosing the meaning that best fits the particular context. It is important to always remember that words are used and are to be understood in combination with other words. Nevertheless, the tool one must use to find every use in the Old or New Testaments—the data base for any word study—is an exhaustive concordance. (A wonderful, unique, ability of computers is to search combinations of words, quickly and thoroughly.) Old Testament words must be studied from the Hebrew text of the OT (or Aramaic in parts of Ezra and Daniel). New Testament words must be studied from the Greek New Testament but can also be connected to usage in the ancient Greek translation of the OT, which was used by the first century Christians, called the Septuagint. A concordance is the key tool for any word studies. 

The first step in an Old Testament or a New Testament word study is to find the Hebrew or Greek word behind the English word that the translators chose and that represents an idea we want to understand better from a certain passage. Then, we can look up the original word in a Hebrew or Greek concordance and see every place it was used in the OT or the NT. From reading those references we should list the various meanings for the word in the OT or NT that are possible in our passage and choose the meaning that best fits this context. Finally, after doing this work, ourselves, from the biblical data, we then need to read the word studies done by OT or NT scholars and draw our own conclusions on the best understanding. Just because a person is a scholar does not mean he or she is right about the meaning of every Bible passage.

For English speaking Bible students who do not know Hebrew or Greek there are plenty of tools to enable them to do word studies. Obviously, various computer programs can provide needed information. Among printed books, there are concordances to particular versions which use a numbering system for identifying the Hebrew or Greek words behind the English words. Next, there are Hebrew and Greek concordances which use those numbering systems so that we can go to that Hebrew or Greek word and see a listing of every place it is used. For the King James Version there is Strong’s concordance and numbering system which then is used by the Englishman’s Hebrew or Greek Concordances. For the NIV there is the NIV Exhaustive Concordance with their numbering system and then the Hebrew-English or Greek-English Concordances for use with the NIV. After we do this study we should read the article on the word in either the New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis for a Hebrew word, or the corresponding dictionary for the NT Greek words. Finally, we should write our own summary of the meaning with our reasons for our conclusions based on the best Bible references that illustrate that meaning in similar situations elsewhere in the Scriptures.

An example is the word for “kill” in Exodus 20:13 in the KJV or “murder” in the NIV. Through the concordances for either version we can get a number that leads us to the Hebrew word ratsach and the list of its every occurrence in the Old Testament. From this list we can see that it is not a general word for killing but is used only of killing people. Furthermore, it is sometimes used of accidental killing, especially in Numbers. Thus, we may conclude that the basic idea represented by this word is the action of taking a human life that is not authorized by God. Certainly, in the context of the Ten Commandments this word refers to a willful choice that is prohibited and thus, is best translated murder. However, God may authorize a government to execute capital punishment or warfare which does not break this commandment.

Anyone can do this kind of study and come to a much more accurate and insightful understanding of the Bible writer’s message as well as be much better equipped to evaluate what scholars are saying. Thank the Lord for the many tools we have. Let us diligently examine the Scriptures as the Bereans did (Acts 17:11) and be workers who do not need to be ashamed (2 Tim. 2:15).

Flow Chart for Doing Word Studies on Bible Words in the Old Testament
By Roger Cotton, Th.D.

	1. English word
	
	2. Find the Hebrew word through the number in an  English concordance
	
	3. Look at every use through a Hebrew concordance
	
	4. Read scholarly word studies

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Begin with an English Word in a verse that deals with something that could be helpful you understood better how the Bible people meant it.

Recommended tool:

[NIV]
	
	Go to an exhaustive English Concordance for that translation. You need to be working with a version with a concordance that has a number system to designate the Hebrew word behind the English word so that you can get at the real idea you want to understand better.

Find your verse under the English word and get the number for the Hebrew word that it translates.

[NIV Exhaustive Concordance]


	
	Go to that number—that Hebrew word—in an exhaustive Hebrew-English Concordance keyed to that number system and find the Hebrew word. Then look at every place it is used in the O.T. List the various uses and show the range of usage. Then propose where your verse fits in that range.

[NIV Hebrew English Concordance]
	
	Go to scholarly word studies on the Hebrew word that are keyed to the number system.

[NIDOTTE]



	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	5. Finally, write your own summary essay on the use of this word in God’s teachings and what He meant through the human writer in your passage.


	
	


STUDYING A THEME OF OLD TESTAMENT THEOLOGY

by Roger Cotton

1. Make sure you have narrowed the theme down to a manageable size for your purpose and have clearly restricted it to the specific aspects you are really interested in.

2. Identify the key words and phrases as well as images, metaphors, and cultural comparisons used to describe the truths of your theme, from the major passages that deal with it.

3. Find every passage that makes any significant contribution to the understanding of your theme in the Old Testament from concordances and various sources of cross references. Be sure to use the New Englishman's Hebrew concordance, or another that lists every place a Hebrew word is used, or a computer program that does the same, for all the references to the key Hebrew words and phrases involved in your theme. 

4. List the principles you see in each of the passages, distinguishing the contexts of the various writers, genres, and time periods as you do, so that you recognize the different purposes and angles being stressed. Let each writer speak their own contribution in their own context. You must do quick but accurate exegesis of each passage.

5. Read the word studies done in NIDOTTE; also may want to check TWOT, and TDOT.

6.
Research the key words, phrases, and the theme topic in other scholarly literature including: Bible encyclopedias (new ISBE, and ABD); New Dictionary of Biblical Theology; Dictionaries of the OT: Pentateuch, History, etc.; Dictionary of Biblical Imagery; monographs; journals; the best exegetical commentaries; Old Testament Theologies (Davidson, Eichrodt, Von Rad, Payne, Martens, House, Waltke, Dyrness); and NIDOTTE, vol 4, Topical Dictionary).

7. Compile all the principles or truths you have found to be involved in your theme as you have studied all the significant passages and what the scholars have observed. Then find a few basic, natural, groupings of the principles in order to organize your material. Be aware of the Bible writers' categories versus ours.

8. Outline the presentation simply, clearly, logically, consistently, using either a natural topical order or the order of the canon, the latter showing any progressive revelation, for presentation to a seminary class. Be sure to cite all major supporting scriptures.

9. Draw conclusions on what God was saying to Israel then and what principles He wants us to apply to the church today.

For an excellent summary of the principles and process of doing Old Testament theology, with illustrations, see essay # 10 in NIDOTTE vol 1, pp. 185-205, “Integrating Old Testament Theology and Exegesis: Literary, Thematic, and Canonical Issues,” by Richard Schultz.
HOW TO DO A NEW TESTAMENT WORD STUDY

By James D. Hernando, Ph. D
Introduction:

1. 
The serious Bible student will do a careful study of every word that is crucial to the understanding of his/her passage.

2. 
Recognizing that words have more than one sense or meaning, an attempt will be made to determine as what meaning the author had in mind when he used that word.

Guidelines:

1. 
Determine the “semantic range” of a word, i.e. all the possible senses or meanings to a word. NOTE: The interpreter cannot assume that because a particular sense of the word is found to fit in one text, he can transport that same sense to its use in another text.  Neither should he assume that the safe interpretation is to interpret the whole of the semantic range into the meaning of that word in a particular text.  E.g. The Amplified Bible translations
2. 
Examine the immediate context to see which meaning the word has in that particular text.  
NOTE: The interpreter is not to simply to determine the semantic range and then pick the meaning he prefers.  The possibility that more than one sense will fit the passage and “make sense” does not legitimize every sense or meaning that does. See “Circles of Context.”
3. 
Remember that biblical words can have special or technical meanings (terminus technicus).  When this is so we can expect it to be fuller and sometimes at variance with the meaning(s) derived from a historical-lexical study of the word.  E.g. musterion


A.  Areas of Word Study

1. Etymologically - by looking at the way the word is formed, its component parts, origin or derivation from root words.  
a. Sometimes helpful Gk. episcopos
b. BUT by and large of limited value - Eng. awful; Gk. anaginosko  REMEMBER: “Usage/context, NOT etymology, determines meaning.” 

E.g. homologeo - "confess" is made up of two parts, homos – “same,” and lego – “to say,” but it is incorrect to say that to confess is to “say the same thing as.”
NOTE: Most Greek words in the NT are not used often (5436 words in NT of which 3246 are used 3x or less) and many have obscure origins and complicated histories.  Students conducting this area of study will have to rely on lexicons, word books, theological dictionaries etc.


2. Comparatively - by looking at how that word is used in the Bible

a. all citations




b. all literary contexts - biblical genre and literary forms




E.g. “flesh” in the Gospels; “fool/foolish” in the Wisdom Lit.

c. all biblical contexts in the Bible - See “Circles of Context” – Note how the various biblical authors (NT or OT) use your word and/or how a section of the canon (Torah, Prophets – minor or major, Wisdom Lit. / Synoptic Gospels, Epistles, Revelation) may use the word.  Note any differences.

d. parallel passages 

1. verbal cross reference (same word/words used in two verses) 




2. conceptual cross reference (same thought/topic using different words)




3. parallel cross reference – (two accounts of the same event – cf. gospels)
e. synonyms (See Trench’s Synonyms) e.g. phileo - agapao



f. equivalent expressions - kingdom of God/Heaven


3. Culturally – Cultural study gives us insight into the scope and content of a word.




a.
oikos/oikia (house/household) – The latter term referred could refer to all that a person possessed, but usually referred to adult members – the untenability of arguing for “infant baptism” by the use of oikia in Ac 16:31




b. Mt 5:41 - "compelled" Roman practice of enscripted service

c. All items of physical culture e.g. tools, money, furniture 


d. All terms related to social or religious culture –e.g.s “pledged to be married” or hilasmos – “sin offering”


4. Historical Development/Usage

a. 
Deals with the historical circles of context that have a bearing on the Bibles use of a particular word.

b.   Overlaps with cultural study NOTE:  What is closest literary usage (chronologically) is not necessarily the most germane to your study.  E.g. Philo’s use of a Greek word as opposed to its use in the LXX.


Historical Contexts of a NT Word

1. Koine - See BAGD A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament 
2. LXX - There is no lexicon for the Septuagint, but words can studied by consulting Hatch and Redpath’s Concordance to the Septuagint
3. Patristic Greek - Depending on the date of the Church Father cited, this usage could be very helpful, since the Fathers are often paraphrasing and quoting biblical material in there writings and could reflect the NT usage in there exegesis or commentary. See Lampe's Patristic Greek Lexicon.

4. Classical Greek - This usage could be very helpful, since the classical period contains the literary heritage of most NT word. The problem is to determine if the NT writer knew such usage, employed it, or opted for a different sense. See Liddell and Scott's Greek-Lexicon.

NOTE:  Greek students should do there own word studies, using the above lexicons and tools, however, the non-language student can still study the word historically by using theological dictionaries (e.g. Kittel’s TDNT) and other word books (E.g. Balz and Schneider's Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament)
5. USE of historical word study - The student will have to look at the entire semantic range of the word gleaned from all of the historical contextual uses. It will be your job to discern which particular historical use or context informs the biblical author’s use of that word. Now read your verse or passage in light of the meaning determined by your historical word study.

Tools/Sources for Biblical Research

General Research Resources


Theological Research and Writing
Bauer, David R. An Annotated Guide to Biblical Resources for Ministry. Peabody, MA: 


Hendrickson, 2003.

Booth, Wayne C., Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams. The Craft of Research, 2nd ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2003.


[Note: Carson, D. A., and Tremper Longman have written books surveying and 


recommending commentaries of NT and OT from Baker.]

Myers, William R. Research in Ministry: A Primer for the Doctor of Ministry Program. Chicago: Exploration Press, 1997.

Turabian, Kate. A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 7th ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007.

Vhymeister, Nancy Jean. Quality Research Papers: For Students of Religion and Theology. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 2001.


Yaghjian, Lucretia B. Writing Theology Well: A Rhetoric for Theological and Biblical Writers. New York: Continuum Press, 2008.



Books on How to Interpret Scripture
Chisholm, Robert B., Jr. From Exegesis to Exposition: A Practical Guide to Using Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1998. (Excellent tool for how to use Hebrew in interpreting Scripture)
Duvall, J. Scott and J. Daniel Hays. Grasping God’s Word: A Hands-On Approach to Reading, Interpreting, and Applying the Bible. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001.

Fee, Gordon. New Testament Exegesis: A Handbook for Students and Pastors. 3rd ed. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 2002.

Kaiser, Walter C. Jr. Toward An Exegetical Theology. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1981. (Excellent on principalizing and diagramming)

Klein, William W., Craig L. Blomberg, and Robert L. Hubbard, Jr. Introduction to Biblical Interpretation. Dallas: Word, 1993. (This or the one below are the best out and should be read by every graduate Bible student.)

Osborne, Grant R. The Hermeneutical Spiral: A Comprehensive Introduction to Biblical Interpretation to Biblical Interpretation. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1991.

Stuart, Douglas. Old Testament Exegesis: A Primer for Students and Pastors. 3rd ed. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 2001. (This and below are the best out.)

Bible Versions—English
NIV

NASB

CEV (the best translation for unchurched and new converts; 3rd grade level English)


ESV (excellent, conservative, more literal version)

NLT (very good, recent, simpler, version)

NKJV (good but still has some of the weaknesses of the KJV text and tradition)

Study Bibles
NIVStB (the best, terse, notes as well as maps and charts available)


CEVStB (very good notes, see American Bible Society)


Full Life Study Bible (good notes by Pentecostals)


The ESV Study Bible

Concordances
NIV Exhaustive and NIV Hebrew and Greek Concordances  OR


New Englishman’s Hebrew and Greek Concordances (using KJV, Strong’s #s)

Bible Works (7) is the best computer program available for Bible study in Hebrew or 
Greek (http://www.bibleworks.com/); see Accordance for the Mac 

(http://www.accordancebible.com/) 
Bible Dictionaries and Encyclopedias
One-volume: 
New Bible Dictionary (Many of the best British and US conservative scholars)

New International Dictionary of the Bible, Pictorial Edition

Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible

Multi-volume: 

Anchor Bible Dictionary (latest critical, liberal scholarship)



Freedman, David Noel, Editor-in-chief. The Anchor Bible Dictionary. 6 Vols. 

New York: Doubleday: 1992.
Illustrated Bible Dictionary from Tyndale (3 vols. conservative)
International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (ISBE) Eerdmans, 1980s (4 vols.) (some 

moderates)
The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible 
Buttrick, George Arthur, Dictionary Editor. The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible: 
An Illustrated Encyclopedia. Nashville: Abingdon Press: 1962. Supplementary Volume: 1976.
InterVarsity Series: (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press)
Dictionary of the Old Testament: Historical Books
 
Dictionary of the Old Testament: Pentateuch 

Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels 
Green, Joel B., Scot McKnight, and I. Howard Marshall, eds., 1992.

Dictionary of Paul and His Letters 
Hawthorne, Gerald F., Ralph P. Martin, and Daniel G. Reid, 1993.

Dictionary of Wisdom, Poetry and Writings

Longman, Tremper III., and Peter Enns, 2008.
Dictionary of the Later New Testament & Its Developments 
Martin, Ralph P., and Peter H. Davids, 1997.

Dictionary of New Testament Backgrounds
Evans, Craig A., and Stanley E. Porter, eds., 2000.
New Dictionary of Biblical Theology
Dictionary of Biblical Imagery

Bible Works 7 and Logos have the Older Version of ISBE. The newer one is available in hardcopy. Logos also has a good dictionary in its Scholar’s Library.

Background History and Culture Studies

Background Commentaries of the OT and NT from IVP


Biblical Archaeology Review (interesting journal)


Dictionary of Biblical Imagery from IVP

Ryken, Leland, James C. Wilhoit, and Tremper Longmen III, eds. Dictionary of 

Biblical Imagery. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1998.
Life in Bible Times by J. A. Thompson

Oxford Encyclopedia of Archaeology

Word Books/Theological Dictionaries

Old Testament
New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis (NIDOTTE) 
Van Gemeren, Willem A., ed. New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis. 5 vols. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1997. (Required for any OT word studies; The OT was done by some of the best of U.S. scholars and is much better than the NT one.)
Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament 
Botterweck, G. Johannes and Helmer Ringgren, Eds. Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament. Multi vols. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1974--. Hasseveral translators—1st 3 vols. redone.
Theological Wordbook of the OT (not as thorough as NIDOTTE)

Harris, R. Laird, Gleason L. Archer, Jr., and Bruce K. Waltke, eds. Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament. 2 vols. Chicago: Moody, 1980.

New Testament

New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology 
Brown, Colin, Gen Ed. The New International Dictionary of New Testament
Theology. 3Vols. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House: 1975-1978. (or see abridged below)

 

ABRIDGED TO:

Verbrugge, Verlyn, ed. The NIV Theological Dictionary of New Testament 

Words: An Abridgment of New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 2000.
NOW CALLED:

New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology (2004).
Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (abridged version of Kittel’s 10-vol. set)



Bromiley, Geoffrey W. Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, edited by
Gerhard Kittel and Gerhard Friedrich, translated by Geoffrey W. Bromiley: Abridged in One Volume. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1985.

Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament
Balz, Horst and Gerhard Schneider, Eds. Exegetical Dictionary of the New
Testament. Vols. 1-3. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1990-1993.
Lexicons
Brown, Francis, S. R. Driver, and Charles A. Briggs, eds.  A Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old Testament by William Gesenius.  Translated by Edward Robinson. Oxford: Clarendon, 1907. (The classic scholarly lexicon but not user friendly or up to date.)

Danker, Frederick William. A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature. 3rd. ed. (BDAG) Chicago & London: The University of Chicago Press, 2000.
Holladay, William L. A Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1971. (The best affordable lexicon)

Jenni, Ernst, and Claus Westermann. Theological Lexicon of the Old Testament. 3 Vols. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1997. Translated by Publisher.

Koehler, Ludwig, and Walter Baumgartner.  The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament. 5 vols. Revised by Walter Baumgartner and Johahn Jacob Stamm. Translated and Edited by M. E .J. Richardson.  New York:  E. J. Brill, 1994-00. (The best lexicon but not affordable except by a library, but is available in Bible Works 7)

Louw, Johannes P., and Eugene A. Nida, eds. Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament Based on Semantic Domains. 2nd ed. New York: United Bible Societies: 1988-89.
Spicq, Ceslas. Theological Lexicon of the New Testament. 3 Vols. Translated by James D. Ernest. Peabody: MA: 1994.

Bible Works 7 and Logos (Scholar’s Library) both have some of these--some are on both CDs. You may have to order them separately. For a concordance, Bible Works 7 cannot be beat. Bible Works 7 and Logos (Scholar’s Library) also have several good Hebrew lexicons and Liddell & Scot’s Greek lexicon. This lexicon will have words that other lexicons do not have. It covers classical Greek onwards.

Biblical Theologies
General

Alexander, T. Desmond, and Brian S. Rosner, eds. New Dictionary of Biblical Theology. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000.

Childs, Brevard S. Biblical Theology of the Old and New Testaments. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 1992.

Horton, Stanley. What the Bible Says About the Holy Spirit. Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House, 1977.
Keener, Craig S. 3 Crucial Questions About the Holy Spirit. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1996. 


[See below, after NT Theology, for Biblical-Theological Reflection on the Church and 



Ministry.] 


Old Testament Theology

Achtemeier, Elizabeth. “Why God is Not Mother.”  Christianity Today, 16 August 1993, 16-23.

Adeyemo, Tokunboh, ed. Africa Bible Commentary. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2006.
Alexander, T. Desmond and David W. Baker, eds. Dictionary of the Old Testament: Pentateuch. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2003.

Arnold, Bill T. and Bryan E. Beyer. Encountering the Old Testament: A Christian Survey. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1999.

Arnold, Bill T. and Hugh G.M. Williamson, eds. Dictionary of Old Testament Historical Books. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2005.
Badger, Steve, and Mike Tenneson. Christian Perspectives on Origins. Rev. ed. Springfield, MO: Evangel University, 2007.

Baker, D. L. Two Testaments, One Bible. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1976.

Barker, Kenneth, ed. The NIV Study Bible. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1985.

Barr, James. The Concept of Biblical Theology: An Old Testament Perspective. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1999.

Beckwith, Roger T. and Martin J. Selman, eds. Sacrifice in the Bible. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1995.

Beecher, Willis J. The Prophets and the Promise. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1905.

Bright, John. The Authority of the Old Testament. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1967; reprint ed., Grand Rapids: Baker, 1975.

Broyles, Craig C., ed. Interpreting the Old Testament: A Guide to Exegesis. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2001.

Brown, Michael L. Israel’s Divine Healer. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995.

Childs, Brevard S. Introduction to the Old Testament as Scripture. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1979.

———. Old Testament Theology in a Canonical Context. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1986.

———. Biblical Theology of the Old and New Testaments. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1992.

Clowney, Edmund P. Preaching and Biblical Theology. Nutley, NJ: Presbyterian and Reformed, 1977.

Cotton, Roger D. “A Biblical Theology of Leviticus Focusing on Leviticus 19.” In “Hear the Word of Yahweh” Essays in Honor of Horace D. Hummel. St. Louis: Concordia, 2002.

———. “Chapter 7: God Reveals Himself to His People.” In They Spoke From God: A Survey of The Old Testament, ed. William C. Williams, 265-312. Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House, 2003. 
———. “Commentary on Leviticus.” In The Complete Biblical Library: Old Testament, Vol. 3, Study Bible, Leviticus and Numbers, ed. Thoralf Gilbrant and Gregory A. Lint. Springfield, MO: World Library Press, 1995.
——— “Numbers 11 and a Pentecostal Theology of Church Leadership.” AGTS Encounter Journal. http://www.encounterjournal.com/articles/2004_summer/cotton.htm (accessed March 27, 2008).

———. “The Pentecostal Significance of Numbers 11,” The Journal of Pentecostal Theology, 10 (October 2001):3-10.
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Keener, Craig S. The Spirit in the Gospels. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1997. (304 pages)
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Barrett, C. K. Church, Ministry, and Sacraments in the New Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1985. 
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Collins, Raymond F. Models of Theological Reflection. Lanham, MD: University Press of American, 1984.
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Wehrli, Eugene S. Gifted by Their Spirit: Leadership Roles in the New Testament. Cleveland, OH: Pilgrim Press, 1992.
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Pieper, Franz. Christian Dogmatics. 4 vols. St. Louis: Concordia, 1950-1957.
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Brunner, Emil. Dogmatics. 3 vols. Trans. Olive Wyon (vols. 1 and 2) and David Cairns with T. H. L. Parker (vol. 3). Philadelphia: Westminster, 1949-1962.
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Pentecostal/Charismatic
Dayton, Donald W. Theological Roots of Pentecostalism. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1987.

Grudem, Wayne. Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine. Leicester/Grand Rapids: InterVarsity/Zondervan, 1994.

Hart, Larry D. Truth Aflame: Theology for the Church in Renewal. Rev. ed. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2005.
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Bavinck, Herman. Our Reasonable Faith. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1956.
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Berkouwer, G. C. Studies in Dogmatics. 14 vols. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1952-1976.

Bloesch, Donald G. Essentials of Evangelical Theology. 2 vols. San Francisco: Harper and Row, 1978-1979.

__________. Christian Foundations. [6 vols. available of proposed 7]. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1992--.

Buswell, J. O., Jr. A Systematic Theology of the Christian Religion. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1962.

Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian Religion. 2 vols. Edited by J. T. McNeill. Library of Christian Classics. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1960.

Chafer, L. S. Systematic Theology. 8 vols. Dallas: Dallas Theological Seminary Press, 1947-1948.
Erickson, Millard J. Christian Theology. 2nd ed. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 1998.
Garrett, James Leo, Jr. Systematic Theology: Biblical, Historical, and Evangelical. 2 vols. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1990--.

Geisler, Norman. Systematic Theology (4 vols.). Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House, 2002-2005.

Grenz, Stanley. Theology for the Community of God. Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1994.

Hodge, Charles. Systematic Theology. 3 vols. First published in 1872. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1975.

Hoeksema, Herman. Reformed Dogmatics. Grand Rapids: Reformed Free Publishing Association, 1966.

Lewis, Gordon R. and Bruce A. Demarest. Integrative Theology. 3 vols. Grand Rapids: Academie/Zondervan, 1987-94.

Moody, Dale. The Word of Truth: A Summary of Christian Doctrine based on Biblical Revelation. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1981.

Mullins, E. Y. The Christian Religion in Its Doctrinal Expression. Philadelphia: Judson Press, 
1917.

Ryrie, Charles. Basic Theology. Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books, 1986.

Shedd. W. G. T. Dogmatic Theology. 3 vols. New York: Scribner, 1888-1894.

Strong. A. H. Systematic Theology. First published in 1907. Valley Forge, PA: Judson Press, 1962.

Roman-Catholic
Catechism of the Catholic Church. New York: Doubleday, 1995.

Fiorenza, Francis Schussler and John P. Galvin (eds.). Systematic Theology: Roman Catholic Perspectives. 2 Vols. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1991. 
Foley, Leonard. Believing in Jesus: A Popular Overview of the Catholic Faith. n.p.: St. Anthony messenger Press, 1981.

Higgins, Gregory C. Christianity 101: A Textbook of Catholic Theology. New York/Mahwah, NJ: Paulist, 2007.

Neuner, J. and J. Dupuis. The Christian Faith in the Doctrinal Documents of the Catholic Church. 7th ed. by J. Dupuis. New York: Alba House, 2001.
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Surveys (Note: these will rarely be specific enough for D.Min. projects)


Old Testament Survey

Arnold, Bill T., and Bryan E. Beyer. Encountering the Old Testament: A Christian Survey. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1999.

Archer, Gleason L., Jr. A Survey of Old Testament Introduction. 2nd ed., rev. Chicago: Moody Press, 1994.

Walton, John H., and Andrew E. Hill. Old Testament Today. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004.

Williams, William C., ed. They Spoke From God: A Survey of The Old Testament. Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House, 2003.



New Testament Survey/Introduction
Achtemeier, P. J., Green, J. B., and Thompson, M. M. Introducing the New Testament: Its Literature and Theology. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2001.

Barker, Glenn, W., Lane, William L., Michaels, J. Ramsey. The New Testament Speaks. New York, Harper and Row Publishers, 1969.

Carson, D. A. and Moo, D. J. An Introduction to the New Testament, 2nd ed. Grand 

      Rapids: Zondervan, 2005.

DeSilva, David. An Introduction to the New Testament: Contexts, Methods and Ministry

      Formation. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2004.

Elwell, Walter A., and Robert W. Yarbrough.  Encountering the New Testament: A Historical and Theological Survey, Rev. ed. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 2005. 

Gundry, Robert H. A Survey of the New Testament, 4th ed. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

      2005.

Guthrie, Donald. New Testament Introduction. 4th ed. Downers Grove: InterVarsity

      1990.

Harrison, Everett F. Introduction to the New Testament, Rev. ed. Wm. B. Eerdmans

      Publishing Co., 1971.

Tenney, Merrill C. New Testament Survey. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1961.

Commentaries (Especially scholarly exegetical ones; you must use a few of the best.)

[See below: Carson, D. A., and Tremper Longman have written books surveying and 


recommending commentaries of NT and OT from Baker.]



Sets [See full list below.]

Tyndale, New International, Word (often very good but sometimes too liberal)



One-Volume Commentaries [See full list below.]



New Bible Commentary


Old Testament

Some of the best examples are:

Wenham on Leviticus NICOT

Motyer on Isaiah IVP

Horton on Genesis CBL (Complete Biblical Library)

Selman on Chronicles TOTC

Dillard on 2 Chronicles WBC.

Also see:

Glynn, John. Commentary and Reference Survey: A Comprehensive Guide to Biblical and Theological Resources. Grand Rapids: Kregel Academic & Professional, 2007.
Longman, Tremper III. Old Testament Commentary Survey. 3rd ed. IVP, 2003.


See list that follows, of Cotton’s Recommended Commentaries for Old Testament. 
OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARIES

FOR EXEGETICAL STUDY

Roger D. Cotton, Th.D.                   Commentary Sets or Series Abbreviations
2009

AB - Anchor Bible 

AOTC – Apollos OT Commentary

BCOT – Baker Commentary on the OT         IB - Interpreter’s Bible                          NIVAC - NIV Application Comm.
BSC - Bible Student’s Commentary               ICC - International Critical Comm.        NIBC - New International Biblical Comm.
BST - Bible Speaks Today                              Interp – Interpretation                        NICOT - New International Comm. on the OT

CBL - Complete Biblical Library                   ITC - International Theological Comm.     OTL - Old Testament Library
CC – Continental Commentary

Com C - Communicator’s Commentary         JPS-TC – Jerus. Pub. Soc. Torah Comm.   SHBC – Smyth and Helwys Bible Comm
DSB - Daily Study Bible                                NAC - New American Commentary         TOTC - Tyndale Old Test. Comm.
EBC - Expositor’s Bible Commentary           NCB - New Century Bible Comm.          WBC - Word Biblical Commentary 
FOTL - Forms of Old Testament Literature   NIB - New Interpreter’s Bible
         WEC – Wycliffe Exegetical Commentary

	Must Check
	May Also Be Helpful

	
	

	
	Keil & Delitzsch may be helpful for any OT books



	GENESIS  WBC, Wenham

NICOT, Hamilton

CBL, Horton

Waltke
	Cassuto; TOTC, Kidner; NIVAC, Walton

Ross; NIBC, Hartley; BSC, Aalders; JPS-TC, Sarna 

Youngblood; Leupold; Westermann

EBC, Sailhamer; AB, Speiser; OTL, von Rad  

	
	

	EXODUS   WBC, Durham

                    NIVAC, Enns

EBC, Kaiser

OTL, Childs
	Cassuto; Houtman; Bush 

JPS-TC, Sarna; AB, Propp

TOTC, Cole; Ramm; BSC, Gispen

	
	

	LEVITICUS   NICOT, Wenham

Holiness to the Lord, Allen Ross

CBL, Cotton

AB, Milgrom
	AOTC, Kiuchi; NIB, Kaiser; JPS-TC, Levine 

WBC, Hartley; BSC, Noordtzij; CC, Milgrom Concordia, Klienig; NIVAC, Gane; NAC, Rooker 

EBC, Hess; Com C, Demarest; DSB, Knight;

 NIBC, Bellinger; TOTC, Harrison; OTL, Gerstenberger 

	
	

	NUMBERS  TOTC, Wenham

NICOT, Ashley

JPS-TC, Milgrom

NAC, Cole
	AB, Levine; Interp., Olson; NIBC, Bellinger

BSC, Noordtzij; NCB, Snaith or Davies

EBC, Allen; NIB, Dozeman; WBC, Budd

WEC., Harrison

	
	

	DEUTERONOMY    NIBC Wright

                                    NICOT, Craigie

  TOTC, Thompson

  Apollos, McConville
	JPS-TC, Tigay; NAC, Merrill; NIVAC, Gane

BSC, Ridderbos; OTL, von Rad; Interp., Miller

DSB, Payne; EBC, Kalland; IB, Wright 

AB, Weinfeld

	
	

	JOSHUA    NICOT, Woudstra

  WBC, Butler

  TOTC, Hess

  NAC, Howard
	ITC, Hamlin; BSC, Goslinga 

NIVAC, Hubbard; AB, Boling & Wright

IB, Bright; DSB, Auld;

	
	

	JUDGES   NAC, Block

 EBC, Wolf

 NIVAC, Younger
	AB, Boling; CBL, Barnes

BSC, Goslinga; ITC, Hamlin

DSB, Auld; TOTC, Cundall; Matthews

	
	

	RUTH   NICOT, Hubbard

WBC, Bush

NAC, Block

NIVAC, Younger


	AB, Campbell; EBC, Huey; Matthews 

BSC, Goslinga; BST, Atkinson; Sasson

TOTC, Morris; DSB, Auld; Interp. Sakenfeld; 

	Must Check
	May Also Be Helpful



	1 & 2 SAMUEL   EBC, Youngbood

R.P. Gordon

TOTC, Baldwin
	NIVAC, Arnold; DSB, Payne

AB, McCarter; WBC, Klein & Anderson

NAC, Bergen

	
	

	1 & 2 KINGS      NAC, House

                             NIBC, Provan

  Everyman’s Bible Comm. Hubbard
	TOTC, Wiseman; WBC, Hobbs (2 Kgs) 

Interp. Nelson;  NCB, Jones; DSB, Auld 

AB, Cogan & Tadmor 

	
	

	
	

	1 & 2 CHRONICLES   TOTC, Selman 

                                       WBC, Braun & Dillard

 NCB, Williamson

 OTL, Japhet
	NIVAC, Hill; NAC, Thompson

DSB, McConville; BST, Wilcock

EBC Payne; Com C, Allen

Hermeneia, Klein

	
	

	EZRA & NEHIMIAH   WBC, Williamson

 NICOT, Fensham

 NAC, Breneman
	OTL, Blenkinsopp; DSB, McConville

TOTC, Kidner; NCB, Clines

Interp. Throntveit; EBC Yamauchi

	
	

	ESTHER   TOTC, Baldwin

 WBC, Bush

 NIVAC, Jobes
	NAC, Breneman; JPS, Berlin

DSB, McConville; AB, Moore; NCB, Clines

EBC, Huey

	
	

	JOB    TOTC, Andersen

 CBL, Johns 

 NICOT, Hartley
	Archer; WBC, Clines; Konkel; OTL, Habel

EBC, Smick; AB, Pope; Gordis 

Delitzsch; FOTL, Murphy

	
	

	PSALMS    EBC, Van Gemeren

  WBC, Craigie, Tate, Allen

  TOTC, Kidner

  NIVAC, Wilson 
	Interp., Mays; Delitzsch; AB, Dahood; Perowne

 Kraus; NIB, McCann; NCB, Anderson; Hermeneia

Trans. Hndbk, Bratcher; NIBC, Broyles; Leupold

BCOT, Goldgingay; DSB, Knight; FOTL, Gerstenberger 

	
	

	PROVERBS      NICOT, Waltke

                           NAC, Garrett 

                           BCOT, Longman

                           TOTC, Kidner
	AB, Fox; OTL, Clifford; EBC, Ross 

OTL, McKane; Com C, Hubbard; WBC, Murphy; Alden; Bridges; NCB, Whybray

NIB, Van Leeuwen; FOTL, Murphy

	
	

	ECCLESIASTES    NICOT, Longman

                                 Kidner (IVP)

                                 NAC, Garrett

                                 W. Kaiser (Everyman’s Comm.)
	OTL, Crenshaw; WBC, Murphy; NIVAC, Provan 

Fox; Hermeneia, Kruger; AB, Seow; Hubbard

Gordis; Delitzsch; Bridges; Leupold

NCB, Whybray; TOTC, Eaton; BCOT, Bartholomew

	
	

	SONG OF SONGS/   NICOT, Longman

  OF SOLOMON      TOTC, Carr

                                   WBC, Garrett

                                   AB, Pope
	CC, Keel; Hermeneia, Murphy; NAC, Garrett

BST, Gledhill; BCOT, Hess; NIVAC, Provan 

OTL, Exum; DSB, Davidson; EBC, Kinlaw

 Gordis; Delitzsch

	
	

	ISAIAH   Motyer (IVP)

 NIVAC, (or NICOT), Oswalt 

 Logion or CBL, Horton

 EBC, Grogan
	New ICC, and NIBC, Goldingay; OTL, Childs 

BSC, Ridderbos; TOTC, Motyer; old NICOT, Young

WBC, Watts; Delitzsch; Hermeneia, Baltzer, et.al.

 OTL, Westermann; Wildberger; Alexander

	
	

	JEREMIAH   NICOT, Thompson

 TOTC, Harrison

 Hermeneia, Holladay

 AB, Lundbom
	SHBC, Fretheim; NIVAC, Dearman; Martens

AB, Bright; ICC, McKane; NAC, Huey

EBC, Feinberg; Keil; 

	
	

	Must Check
	May Also Be Helpful



	LAMENTATIONS    WBC, House

                                    TOTC, Harrison

CBL Horton

OTL, Berlin
	W. Kaiser; AB, Hillers; NAC, Huey

NIVAC, Dearman; NCB, Provan

DSB, Davidson; EBC, Ellison

	
	

	EZEKIEL  NICOT, Block

NIVAC, Duguid

TOTC, Taylor


	AB, Greenberg; Com C, Stuart; NAC, Cooper

DSB, Craigie; OTL, Eichrodt

Hermeneia, Zimmerli; WBC, Brownlee & Allen

Interp., Blenkinsopp; Keil; Concordia, Hummel

	
	

	DANIEL   TOTC, Baldwin

 WBC, Goldingay

 EBC, Archer
	NIVAC, Longman; Hermeneia, Collins

AOTC, Lucas; BST, Wallace

 NAC, Miller; Young;  ICC, Montgomery

	
	

	
	For all the Minor Prophets: DSB, Craigie; 

FOTL, Floyd

For Hos-Mic. See Achtemeier in NIBC

For Nah-Mal. See Achtemeier in Interp.


	HOSEA    WBC, Stuart

 TOTC, Hubbard

  Minor Prophets, McComiskey 
	AB, Andersen & Freedman; Hermeneia, Wolff

NIVAC, Smith; King; ICC, Macintiosh; NAC, Garrett

Interp., Limburg; OTL, Mays; BST, Kidner

	
	

	JOEL   WBC, Stuart

 TOTC, Hubbard

 CBL, Griffin 

Minor Prophets, Dillard
	NICOT, Allen; Hermeneia, Wolff

WEC, Finley; NAC, Garrett; AB, Crenshaw

EBC, Patterson;  McQueen; NIVAC, Baker

NIB, Achtemeier; OTL, Barton

	
	

	AMOS   WBC, Stuart

TOTC, Hubbard

CBL, Horton

G.V.Smith
	AB, Andersen & Freedman; Hermeneia, Paul and Wolff; BST, Motyer; Minor Prophets, Niehaus 

Interp., Limburg; King; OTL, Mays

EBC, McComiskey

	
	

	OBADIAH     AB, Raabe 

                     WBC, Stuart

                     Minor Prophets, Niehaus

                     NIVAC, Baker
	NICOT, Allen; TOTC, Baker

Wycliffe, Finley

Wolff

EBC, Arrmerding 

	
	

	JONAH    WBC, Stuart

 TOTC, Alexander

 Minor Prophets, Baldwin
	Wolff; AB, Sasson; NAC, Page

NICOT, Allen; OTL, Limburg

NIVAC, Bruckner; EBC, Ellison

	
	

	MICAH    NICOT, Allen

 Minor Prophets, Waltke

 Hermeneia, Hillers
	AB, Andersen&Freedman; NIVAC, Smith

NAC, Barker; OTL, Mays

WBC, Smith; Interp. Limburg; ITC, Alfaro

King; TOTC, Waltke; EBC, McComiskey  

	
	

	NAHUM   TOTC, Baker 

Minor Prophets, Longman 

NICOT, Robertson

OTL, Roberts
	WEC, Patterson; NAC, Bailey

WBC, Smith; Maier

EBC, Armerding

	
	

	HABAKKUK    TOTC, Baker 

 WEC, Patterson

                          NICOT, Robertson

                          AB, Andersen 


	NAC, Bailey; 

Minor Prophets, Bruce; WBC, Smith

EBC, Armerding

	
	

	Must Check
	May Also Be Helpful

	
	

	ZEPHANIAH    NICOT, Robertson

 Minor Prophets, Motyer

 TOTC, Baker

 AB, Berlin
	WEC, Patterson; 

NAC, Bailey; WBC, Smith

Hermeneia, Sweeney

	
	

	HAGGAI   TOTC, Baldwin

NICOT, Verhoef

Minor Prophets, Motyer

NIVAC, Boda
	NAC, Taylor; Cont. Com.,Wolff; OTL, Petersen

AB, Meyers; WBC, Smith

EBC, Alden

	
	

	ZECHARIAH   TOTC, Baldwin; 

 Minor Prophets, McComiskey

NIVAC, Boda
	OTL, Petersen; EBC, Barker

AB, Meyers; WBC, Smith

	
	

	MALACHI    TOTC, Baldwin

NICOT, Verhoef

Minor Prophets, Stuart
	W. Kaiser; NIVAC, Baker; AB, Hill

WBC, Smith; EBC, Alden 

OTL, Petersen



New Testament

For New Testament commentaries see the major exegetical series, generally the same series as for Old Testament, such as NICNT, TNTC, Word, Expositor’s, NIV Applic.

Lane on Mark NICNT


Fee on 1 Corinthians NICNT


Full Life NT Commentary


Also see:


Carson, D. A. New Testament Commentary Survey 



Also an important tool for studying the Gospels is a synopsis (see American Bible 



Society).
Other (Also consult the following works when conducting biblical-theological research.)


Difficult Questions


Archer, Gleason L., Jr. Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 



1982.


Kaiser, Walter C., Jr. Hard Sayings of the Bible. IVP


Journals

Scholarly, exegetical or biblical-theological ones, such as: 

Bibliotheca Sacra
Bulletin for Biblical Research

Journal of Biblical and Pneumatological Research

Journal of Pentecostal Theology

Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society
Tyndale Bulletin


Essays in books that are collections of essays



Specialized scholarly books on a focused topic



Dissertations

�The reason why these historical contexts are studied is to explore the full semantic range carried by a particular word (all possible meanings). It also lets us see what meanings or connotations a word might have had to various audiences. It is not done so that you can uncritically import those meaning into the biblical text. The biblical author may have used the word in such a way as to reflect one sense of the word or not, but this has to be determined by contextual usage not by arbitrary assignment.
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