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What should the Prospectus contain?

The Prospectus will be approximately 3-5 pages long, plus additional pages of bibliography. It must include the following elements, in this order, and be double-spaced in correct Turabian form:

1.
Title: The title should be very specific and precise. It may contain ten to fifteen words in order to give a clear description of what will be done.

2.
The Context: This is a brief description of the ministry context in which you serve.
3.
Problem or Opportunity: (I.e., what needs changing in your ministry context?) This should be a clear description of the problem to be examined. It should relate to the Project in very specific terms. It should explore the need in the ministry setting, the skill to be developed, and the knowledge that is to be found. It is important that the problem be described as such, and not as a conclusion the participant has already reached.
4.
The Purpose: (I.e., how will this Project address the problem or opportunity?) This should be one concise, sharply focused sentence. The intent of this sentence is to provide guidance to the central goal of the Project, and should clearly state the ministry product.
5.
Definition of Key Terms: This should identify key terms pertinent to the Project. Define special terms so that readers know the participant’s meaning. These are unique terms specific to the Project.

6.
Description of Proposed Project (How you intend to accomplish the purpose. This description deals with scope and phases and will be in the future tense, as it is your proposed project.)

a.
Scope: This is the “fine print” of the contract. It details the positive aspect—what the participant is going to do, and the negative aspect—what is not going to be done. It should spell out limiting factors that will operate in the Project. It is also important that the participant ask what is within his or her control. It is here that the participant should try to ensure that the Project’s intent is achievable and verifiable. Scope also addresses where the project will occur, when, with whom, and what resources you’ll use, and how the results will be evaluated.
b.
Phases (Methodology) and Timetable: This section should outline the major steps/phases of the Project:
The Research Phase,

The Planning Phase, (such as surveys, coordination, logistics)
The Implementation Phase, (your “action” step or ministry intervention)
The Evaluation Phase,

The Writing Phase.
The major steps should be spelled out in detail, with specific indications of what will be done and how it will be achieved. AGTS realizes that a finely detailed plan may not be possible, but will not accept vague, general statements. This is your plan for the Project. Indicate how you will get data for self-evaluation, and how others will provide evaluation of your leadership. We strongly recommend that recognized survey instruments be used in Projects. These should be identified in the Prospectus. Whether your instrument is used as is, adapted, or created specifically for your project, it must be approved by the Project Coordinator.
Your timetable should interface with your major steps and should include significant time for comprehensive research, planning, action, evaluation, and writing. Please utilize the following table for the description of your project phases and timeframe.
	Phase
	MM/YY Beginning
	MM/YY 

Ending
	Details/Comments

	Research 
	
	
	

	Planning
	
	
	

	Writing: Chapter 2, Sources, and any appendices
	
	
	

	Writing: Chapter 3, Sources, and any appendices
	
	
	

	Implementation
	
	
	

	Evaluation
	
	
	

	Writing: Chapter 4 (Description of Field Project)
	
	
	

	Writing: Chapter 5
	
	
	

	Writing: Chapter 1
	
	
	

	Writing: Any additional Appendices
	
	
	

	Writing: Front Matter (Title Page, Contents, Abstract, and Acknowledgments)
	
	
	


7.  
Biblical-Theological Literature Review

I will review key biblical texts and theological works in the following categories (at least three themes, maybe four):

· First main theme

· Insert sub-themes if helpful (but this is not required).

· Insert sub-themes if helpful (but this is not required).

· Second main theme

· Insert sub-themes if helpful (but this is not required).

· Insert sub-themes if helpful (but this is not required).

· Third main theme 

· Insert sub-themes if helpful (but this is not required).

· Insert sub-themes if helpful (but this is not required).

8.    General Literature Review

I will review key contemporary literature works in the following categories (at least three themes, maybe four):

· First main theme

· Insert sub-themes if helpful (but this is not required).

· Insert sub-themes if helpful (but this is not required).

· Second main theme

· Insert sub-themes if helpful (but this is not required).

· Insert sub-themes if helpful (but this is not required).

· Third main theme 

· Insert sub-themes if helpful (but this is not required).

· Insert sub-themes if helpful (but this is not required).
9.
Contribution to Ministry

The project should prove to helpful on several levels. First, it will…

[Make sure there is a page break between the first part of your 

Prospectus and the Bibliography that follows.]

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Biblical-Theological Literature Review

Insert sources here that you will use for your chapter 2 biblical-theological literature review. List sources according to proper Turabian (7th edition) format.  (See the list of biblical-theological resources posted on the D.Min. participant resources web page for quality sources!).

General Literature Review

Insert sources here that you will use for your chapter 3 general literature review. List sources according to proper Turabian (7th edition) format.  

�Note: For the purpose of this Prospectus, include here a BIBLIOGRAPHY, i.e., as many sources as possible relative to your chosen chapter 2 and chapter 3 themes. These sources will get you going in your initial research. You will of course remove and add sources from this list as you proceed with research. However, in the project itself, only include those sources you have CONSULTED, and change this heading to SOURCES CONSULTED once you begin your actual writing (that is the title inserted in the project template anyhow). Do not include sources in your project which you have not consulted. The reader will need to see your “footprint” – i.e., where you’ve been in your research.





