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Planning for the project began in 1984 to provide an
introduction to the complex and fascinating mosaic of
groups, individuals, and theological perspectives that
together constitute the Pentecostal and charismatic
movements of the twentieth century. This article describes
the friendships and circumstances that brought the book to
publication in 1988, as well as the process of selecting
topics and choosing contributors. It then assesses
limitations and strengths. Finally, the Dictionary reflects
the emergence of a self-confidant and academically
sophisticated Pentecostal scholarship.

McSalty's Pizza at 1141 East Delmar in Springfield, Mssouri
hardly qualifies as a | ocation where one woul d expect a mmjor
reference work to be conceived, indeed one that would fill a
"huge lacuna in contenporary Church history" (Erdel 1991: 386).
But that is where it began. The reflection that follows traces
the story of the Dictionary of Pentecostalism and Charismatic
Movements (hereinafter, the Dictionary), its devel opnent,
features, limtations, and strengths, fromthat unlikely
setting.

From Pi zza to Proposa

Stanley M Burgess and | have been close friends for many years.
Early in the 1980s, we often net for lunch at McSalty's, a
popul ar restaurant never |acking patrons at noon. Hi s pilgrinmage
had taken himfrombeing a "m ssionary kid" of pioneer
Assenblies of God m ssionaries in South India to a distinguished
career as professor in religious studies at Sout hwest M ssouri
State University in Springfield. My journey in mnisterial

trai ning had nost recently taken nme to the Assenblies of God
Theol ogi cal Seminary in the sane city. The bond of our
friendship proved indi spensable to achieving the success of the
proj ect .



We chatted about nmany things over pizza and deli sandw ches. One
in particular, however, repeatedly surfaced, nanely, that of a
Pent ecostal dictionary. Nothing of this nature existed, yet
rapid growth and conplexity of the Pentecostal and charismatic
novenents called for such an endeavor. W al ready had enough on
our plates: Burgess was working on a book, and | was preparing
nmy recently finished dissertation for publication.

Unexpect edl y, sonething happened that rapidly changed our
agendas. Stanley N. Gundry, an executive of Zondervan Publi shing
House, visited the university and several colleges in
Springfield in spring 1984 | ooking for potential witers and
manuscripts. During his stop, we talked for the first tine, but
the idea of a dictionary did not cone up.

Several weeks | ater, he phoned ne for an opinion about a book
project. Near the end of the conversation, he asked ne the sane
question he had asked in our first conversation, "Do you have
any projects on the back burner?" | thought for a nonent and
then replied that Burgess and | had often considered the
possibility of editing a dictionary. | then hastily added, "But
that wouldn't interest you," because |I did not think Zondervan
had ever published a book by or about Pentecostals. Mich to ny
surprise, GQundry junped at the suggestion and advi sed that we
submt a proposal, which we did in late sumer 1984.

Zondervan approved it, even though it had little famliarity
with the Pentecostal/charismatic market. Wuld the book sel
nore than a coupl e thousand vol unmes? Wul d the investnent be
| ost? Despite the risk, Gundry and Ed van der Maas, Regency
Ref erence Library editor, were a constant source of

encour agenent and support.

New chal | enges subsequently arose: W had no grant noney, no
cash advance on royalties, and no experience in book editing.
Until its publication in 1988, we relied on the good wll of our
academ c institutions to cover tel ephone, mailing, and copying
expenses. Yet our enthusiasm never flagged. Burgess and |
understood the potential of the market and knew the tinme had
conme. W also felt keenly that the project had been pronpted by
the Holy Spirit. During the next four years, working |lunches—
many of them inpronptu—took place fromone to three tines a
week, in spite of our other responsibilities.

Qui del i nes and Phi |l osophy

In regard to editorial guidelines, Zondervan provided hel pful
assi stance. This was augnmented when the circle of friends



wi dened to three with the addition of Patrick H Al exander as
associate editor. He was a recent graduate of Gordon Conwel |
Theol ogi cal Sem nary, South Ham |ton, Massachusetts, then |iving
in Springfield. H's contribution began with the preparation of
the 21-page "Handbook of Phil osophy and Cuidelines” that each
contributor received. Al exander's editorial and exegetica
expertise |ightened the | oad and bal anced the responsibilities
of the team (He |later becane senior academ c editor of

Hendri ckson Publishers, Peabody, Mssachusetts.)

As to phil osophy, we designed the Dictionary to be as inclusive
as possible with each article having up-to-date bibliographies.
As one reviewer stated, "Wuere el se would one | ook for a

synpat heti ¢ account of the Marian apparitions at Medjugorje?”
(Erdel 1991:386). It woul d enconpass cl assi cal Pentecostals and
Roman Cat holic charismatics, Mennonites and Messianic Jews,
snake handl ers and Presbyteri ans.

Oiginally, we called it the Dictionary of the American
Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements, but |ater del eted
"Anmerican" to shorten the title. "Pentecostal and Charismatic
Movenent s" seened preferable to the nore generic "Dictionary of
Pentecostalism™ In the marketplace, the termcharisnmatic had
beconme famliar to a wi de audi ence, and many charismatics chose
to identify with this termover Pentecostal or Neo-Pentecostal.

From t he beginning, we insisted that articles had to be witten
as objectively as possible. Controversial issues were to be
approached with journalistic discretion. Many readers noted the
Dictionary”s non-defensive posture. Sharing this sentinment, the
U. S. Navy Chief of Chaplains ordered a copy sent to every Navy
chapl ain, commenting, "The dictionary addresses doctrine, the
role of scripture, worship, spirituality, and the devotiona
practices of those associated with Pentecostal and charisnmatic
faith groups. | believe it to be a usable resource that wll
assist us in providing inclusive mnistries to the sea services”
( Koeneman 1989).

Sel ection of Entries

Choosi ng topi cs and bi ographical entries began with the scrutiny
of the indexes of several mmgisterial works, including Vision of
the Disinherited: The Making of American Pentecostalism (1979)
by Robert Mapes Anderson; All Things Are Possible: The Healing
and Charismatic Revivals in Modern America (1975) by David Edw n
Harrell Jr.; and The Pentecostals (1972) by Walter J.

Hol | enweger .



A ten-page prelimnary list emerged fromthe i ndexes and hours
spent in brainstorm ng. Copies then went to 29 academ cs and
church | eaders across the nation for their perusal and
recommendat i ons. However, many nore ideas cane fromthe
contributors once they were in place. Indeed, the interaction
bet ween editors and nany contributors created a de facto
editorial board. The diversity of their backgrounds and
expertise made this arrangenent quite productive.

In one instance, Leonard Lovett, a social ethicist and nenber of
the Church of God in Christ, recommended an article on Bl ack
theology witten froma Pentecostal perspective. It was soon
added, and Lovett was assigned to wite it, nmuch to the praise
of reviewer Walter J. Holl enweger (1989: 182). But the process
was not fool proof: We failed to include an article on the
Epi cl esis prayer of the ancient church, the invocation that

reci pients of the Eucharist mght be filled with the Holy
Spirit.

Determ ning the size of articles led us to opt for |arge
articles ranging upwards to 18,000 words for in-depth coverage
of sone topics (e.g., "Charismatic Movenent"). Shorter ones with
hundreds or several thousand words include "Hi spanic
Pentecostalisnt; "d ossolalia”; "Lutheran Charismatics”

"M ssions"; "Prayer Towers"; and "Youth Wth A M ssion."

Several hundred biographical entries, varying from 150 to 3, 000
words, introduce readers to Daniel Berg and Adolf Gunnar

Vi ngren, Swedi sh- Aneri can pi oneer missionaries to Brazil

Epi scopal i an Denni s Bennett, whose testinony of speaking in
tongues signal ed the energence of the charisnmatic renewal; David
J. Du Plessis, known worldw de as "M . Pentecost"; Ral ph Martin,
co-founder of the Word of God comrunity in Ann Arbor, M chigan;
evangel i st A nmee Senple MPherson; and WIlliamJ. Seynour,
father of the Azusa Street Revival

Not surprisingly, questions |ater arose about the criteria of
selection. In a few cases, readers wondered why favorite pastors
or church | eaders had been | eft out. A reader from Garl and,
Texas, anxious to preserve the nmenory of "Brother and Sister

Hi bbert," expressed shock at finding "nothing on these very well
known husband and wi fe preachers.”

Contri butors
To sinplify the project and financial arrangenents, Zondervan

originally asked for 12 witers. Nonetheless, to insure the
required expertise the nunber finally reached 66, with nost of



t hem com ng from Pentecostal /charismati c ranks. They incl uded
archivists, biblical scholars, bibliographers and |ibrarians,
editors, historians, theol ogi ans, m ssiol ogists, denom nati ona
and renewal | eaders, and sociologists. Gven the scope of the
Dictionary and the variety of its witers, one reviewer

nom nated it as "the nost ecunenical volume ever published by an
evangel i cal press" (Erdel 1991:.386). Wayne E. Warner, director
of the Flower Pentecostal Heritage Center in Springfield,

M ssouri, very capably searched for photographs.

Contributors received financial renmuneration in tw ways:

paynent by the word and royalty percentage for those who wote a
substanti al nunber of articles. Wth the Dictionary nowin its
el eventh printing and 38,500 copies in print, the witers with
royalty percentages have done especially well.

Judgi ng the Entree

Since the Dictionary focuses primarily on North Anerica and to a
| esser extent on Europe, regions where Pentecostalisminitially
appeared, sone reviewers have lanented this limtation, but

still applauded the array of material it provides (Hollenweger
1989: 182; McDonnell | 991: 83). Coverage of Third Wrld

Pent ecostal s and charismatics, who represent the vast mgjority,
must await the forthcom ng edition being prepared by Stanley

Bur gess.

If we had it to do over, nore entries on African-Anericans,

H spanics, Native Americans, and charismati cs woul d have been
added, along with an index and substantially nore cross-

r ef erenci ng.

The book's acconplishnments include its handy and reliable
presentation of recent research, denonstrating that Pentecostal
schol arshi p has cone of age: Pentecostals now possess the self-
confidence and academ c sophistication to reflect on their
heritage. Conbined with the intellectual vigor of charismatic
schol ars, the volune inforns and dispels nyths in an unusually
readabl e fashion for a reference work.

The Dictionary al so depicts how the religious | andscape has
changed: In this growing wing of Christianity, there exists an
ecunenicity in the spirit shared by mllions of Pentecostals and
chari smatics across conciliar and theological barriers that is
unique to the twentieth century. Reviewer Tinothy P. Wber
detects an unpl anned "thesis of sorts running throughout the
book: the Pentecostal and charismatic novenents are authentic
products of the Holy Spirit within the churches and deserve to



be given their rightful place in the wider worlds of religious
schol arship and Christian fell owship" (Wber 1991:31).
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