
degree at Union Theological 
Seminary, Dayton, Ohio. He is 
an adjunct teacher at Oklahoma 
Baptist University.

Brett and Joan Nelson are in 
language school in Albertville, 
France, and plan to be 
missionaries in Burundi, Africa. 

Class of 2004
Jason Bowman is associate 
pastor of young adults and men’s 
ministries at Evangel Temple in 
Springfield, Mo.

John and Lori (Gibson, class of 
2003) Camiolo welcomed their 
second child, Hannah Elizabeth, 
in April.

Cliff Neuman is a military 
chaplain deployed in Iraq. 

Mark and Robin Opperman 
pastor Christian Life Center in 
Elgin, Ore.

Class of 2005
Carlos Aviles started a seminary 
and is planting a church in  
El Salvador.

Abby Bennett pastors a Hispanic 
church in Monett, Mo.

Caleb Cole is youth pastor at 
Bethany A/G in Agawam, Mass.

Jonathan Dalton married Amy 
Marie Blevins on June 11 in 
Springfield, Mo.

Scott and LaVonna Ennis 
are missionaries to Nigeria, 
West Africa.

Chuck and Irene Hedges 
pastor Polaris A/G, Lewis 
Center, Ohio. Chuck is also 
on the Church Planting and 
Development Cabinet of 
the Ohio District helping to 
develop the church planters’ 
coaching ministry. 

Terry Hughes is creating Global 
University courses for the 
training of military and police 
chaplains around the world. 

David and Christy Hunt are 
missionaries to Suriname in 
South America.

Dallas Payton is working 
at Dynamic Restoration 
Counseling Center in Joplin, Mo.

Rich and Judy Pruitt are worship 
pastors at Christian Chapel in 
Columbia, Mo. 

Sarah Tarpley is the senior 
pastor at First Love Pentecostal 
Holiness Church in Enid, Okla.

Kenneth Wiggs is working at 
Safe Harbor Counseling Center 
and with the Burrell Behavioral 
Health Crisis Line.
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Maria Khaleel-Gilleland (M.A. 
in Biblical Literature, 2002) is 
senior pastor of New Life A/G, 
Pembroke Pines, Fla., which she 
planted in 1992. 

A multicultural congregation with 
30 nationalities represented, New 
Life runs approximately 700 in 
attendance. About 80% of these 
are new converts.

Khaleel was the first woman elected presbyter in the 
Peninsular Florida District, and she continues to serve 
in that capacity. She has also been a member of the A/G 
National Evangelism Committee and the A/G’s national 
Task Force for Women in Ministry. 

Khaleel’s burden for revival—a “fresh Pentecost”—has 
taken her across the United States to preach at revivals, 
camp meetings, district events and seminars. r 

Alumni Spotlight: 
Maria Khaleel-Gilleland
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