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ho will | be today?’ | fre-
quently wondered asa
young Bible college instruc-
tor in the late 1960s. If well
prepared for alesson (perhaps
on the threshold of being “pro-
found”), | might feel like Stanley Horton, one
of my former professors. When passionately
explaining apoint, | briefly fancied myself as
William Menzies, another mentor. A prof-
itable interchange of ideas with students over
the biblical text would transform me into
Donald F. Johns. And if my Greek class went

well, it would seem that Anthony Palma had
addressed the students that day. But who was
| asateacher?

Ministry or teaching? These terms had
seemed antithetical when | enrolled in col-
lege. Three vocations enjoyed the limelight:
pastor, evangelist, and missionary. But while
| soon learned that ministers of music and
Christian education also counted, the calling
into Christian higher education rested under a
cloud of suspicion. In fact, one had to justify
thisasavalid ministry because it appeared to
be so far away from “practical” church work.
Several yearsinto teaching, however, | dis-
covered awonderful book that significantly
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EMERGING MODELS OF MINISTRY

Ministering through
the gift of teaching

influenced my thinking: E. Harris Harbison's
The Christian Scholar in the Age of the
Reformation. Harbison explained that great
teachers of the faith from Augustine to
Luther to Calvin viewed scholarship asa
ministry and indispensable to the healthy
growth of the church.

The twin ministries of teaching and
Christian scholarship have never had more
importance for the Pentecostal movement
than they have today. |ssues related to
Pentecostal spirituality, the mission of the
church in the world, and the discipleship of
believers require the attention of teachers
with solid academic credentials, disciplined

A\lso speaking

BRIAN MCLAREN

Pastor, Cedar Ridge Community Church,
Washington-Baltimore area

Brian McLaren is a nationally recognized leader on how churches
must change to navigate the cultural upheaval of the 21+ Century.
Brian challenges you to see church, life, and these revolutionary
times in a new way, and act with courage, hope, and an adventur-
ous spirit to bring the gospel to our rapidly changing world.

MARCH 4-5,

BYRON

EARL
CREPS

2002 e

Oniine: www.agts.edu ¢ Pnone:

12 WINTER 2002 AGTS

Phone: (800) 467-2487, ext. 1044 / Fax: (417) 268-1009 E-mail: agts-ext@agseminary.edu / Mail: 1435 N. Glenstone Ave., Springfield, MO 65802



study habits, encouragement from church
leaders, and the guidance of the Holy
Spirit. Always concerned that doctrine have
practical application, Paul wrote to
Timothy, “What you have heard from me
through many witnesses entrust to faithful
people who will be able to teach others as
well” (2 Tim. 2.2 NRSV).

Reading The Christian Scholar marked a
joyful event in my pilgrimage. Although |
could never be a Luther, or a Horton for
that matter, | knew that God had called me

Paul Martinez

aul Martinez is no stranger to AGTS. He graduated from the

Seminary with a Master of Divinity degreein 1993 and is cur-

rently a Doctor of Ministry candidate. He was formerly a busi-
ness administrator and associate pastor at First Family Church,
Albuguerque, N.M., from 1993-2000. During the last year Martinez
planted Southland Church in Tustin, Calif., where he discipled and
trained core members into leaders, cast visions, and set goals, provid-
ed pastoral care, and administered church business, including a church
budget. His bachelor’s degree was in business administration from the
University of New Mexico. We welcome Martinez, his wife Rhonda,
and their two-year old son Max.

to the ministry of teaching—as Paul said,
“to prepare God's people for works of serv-
ice” (Eph. 4:12 NIV). In time | discovered
my own giftsin the classroom. As| begin
my 34th year of teaching this semester, |
am grateful to the Lord for His calling and
blessing, to the wonderful teachers who
prepared me, to the thousands of students
that | have been privileged to teach at
home and abroad, and to the Assemblies of
God for the increasing value that it has
placed on Christian higher education. @
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Record high enrollment

GTS experienced a record-  increased 7.1% with the total
A breaking enrollment this fall  humbering 105. The total number

semester. A total of 332 of resident students is 286, an
students enrolled, up 9.9%, sur-  increase of 8.3%. The current
passing the all-time record of 311  student body of AGTS comes from
in 1988. New student enrollment 43 states and 23 countries.
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