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COURSE DESCRIPTION

Ministering in a Pluralistic Society is a specia studies extension course partnership of the
Assemblies of God Theological Seminary and American Indian College. The class overviews
the increasingly complex demands of communicating the gospel in areligiously pluralistic,
globalized culture and suggests theol ogically- informed ways of thinking about mission in the 21%
Century.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

1. Explain the contemporary ideology of religious pluralism in terms of its historical,
philosophical, geopolitical, and religious origins.

2. Discuss the Biblical foundations for interaction with other religionsin Old and New
Testament revelation.

3. Describe and evaluate different Christian responses to non-Christianreligious traditions.

4. Evaluate Pentecostalism in terms of its specia characteristics and their relevance for sharing
Christ in an environment of religious pluralism.

5. Explore personal convictions on religious and cultural pluralism and identify effective
models for spiritual integration and racial unity within the body of Christ.

6. ldentify common barriers that hinder the integration of people of other faiths and cultures
within the body of Christ.

7. Discuss various leadership models effective for introducing cultural pluralists to the
sovereignty of the Gospel while, but also used to invite, introduce to Christ and disciplein a
pluralistic world.



8. ldentify the crucial issuesinvolved in Christian relations with people of other faiths.

9. Share Christ with religious pluralists as the Way, the Truth, and the Life.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS

Stackhouse, John G. (Ed.). (2001). No Other Gods Before Me: Evangelicals and the Challenge
of World Religions. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House. (208 pages)

Martin, Joel W. (1999). The Land Looks After Us: A History of Native American Religion. New
York: Oxford University Press. (156 pages)

Peart, Norman Anthony. 2000. Separate no more: Under standing and developing racial
reconciliation in your church. With aforward by John M. Perkins. Grand Rapids. Baker
Books. (202 pages)

Ortiz, Manuel. 1996. One new people: Model for developing a multiethnic church. Dowers
Grove: Inter Varsity Press. (158 pages)

Optional Text:
Netland, Harold. (2001). Encountering Religious Pluralism: The Challenge to Christian Faith

and Mission. Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity Press. 362 pages

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Pre-session:

1. Read the required textbooks.

2. Attend all course sessions.

3. Write afive page book review of the three single-author books (all except Stackhouse).
Session:

1. Identify and describe a specific ministry challenge dealing with pluralism vs. diversity.
Recommend the best model for integration, giving particular attention to the unique
characteristics (i.e. cultural dynamics, organizational setting and mission, economic and
educational issues, historical factors, etc.), of the ministry setting. Develop an
implementation plan that includes qualitative and quantitative measures of success. Be
prepared to oraly present your ministry challenge and integration model to the class,
allowing approximately 20 minutes for your presentation. Integration of outside research and
theoretical material covered in classis expected. Be prepared to demonstrate the pros and



cons of various integration models within the context of your ministry challenge, and
specifically address how success will be measured. Integration of visua aids may be used to
enhance your presentation.

Post-session:

1. Read an additional five hundred pages of material related to religious pluralism and your own
persona ministry situation. Submit a one page list of those readings.

2. Submit a paper in Turabian 6" edition format describing the ministry challenge and
integration model described above. The paper should be 15 pages in length, typewritten and
double spaced. The paper should integrate theoretical material covered in class along with
supplemental research in a comprehensive integration plan. It should include alisting of
supplemental research. Due by February 5, 2005.

All written assignments must be submitted by email as attached files to Dr. Castleberry at
jcastleberry@agts.edu The time limit is 90 days after the last day of class, or February 5, 2005.
Don't wait until the last minute!

CALENDAR OF THEMES

Monday
Morning: The Rise of the Globalized Postmodern World (JC)
Afternoon: Theology of Religions(JC)

Tuesday
Morning: Inter-religious Encounter and the Process of Biblical Revelation (JC)
Afternoon: The Effect of Modernism and Postmodernism on Christianity (JC)

Wednesday
Morning: different Christian responses to non-Christian religious traditions and cultural
differences.
Afternoon: personal convictions on religious and cultural pluralism and identify effective
models for spiritual integration and racia unity within the body of Christ.

Thursday:
Morning: common barriers that hinder the integration of people of other faiths and
cultures within the body of Christ. (MG)
Afternoon: various leadership models effective for introducing cultural pluraists to the
sovereignty of the Gospel while, but also used to invite, introduce to Christ and disciple
in apluralistic world.
Oral presentations. (MG)

Friday
Morning: American Indian Religion (JM)
Afternoon: Reaching American Indians for Christ (JM)
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