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COURSE SYLLABUS 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Ministering in a Pluralistic Society is a special studies extension course partnership of the 
Assemblies of God Theological Seminary and American Indian College.  The class overviews 
the increasingly complex demands of communicating the gospel in a religiously pluralistic, 
globalized culture and suggests theologically- informed ways of thinking about mission in the 21st 
Century. 
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
 
1. Explain the contemporary ideology of religious pluralism in terms of its historical, 

philosophical, geopolitical, and religious origins. 
 
2. Discuss the Biblical foundations for interaction with other religions in Old and New 

Testament revelation. 
 
3. Describe and evaluate different Christian responses to non-Christian religious traditions. 
 
4. Evaluate Pentecostalism in terms of its special characteristics and their relevance for sharing 

Christ in an environment of religious pluralism. 
 
5. Explore personal convictions on religious and cultural pluralism and identify effective 

models for spiritual integration and racial unity within the body of Christ. 
 
6. Identify common barriers that hinder the integration of people of other faiths and cultures 

within the body of Christ. 
 
7. Discuss various leadership models effective for introduc ing cultural pluralists to the 

sovereignty of the Gospel while, but also used to invite, introduce to Christ and disciple in a 
pluralistic world.  
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8. Identify the crucial issues involved in Christian relations with people of other faiths. 
 
9. Share Christ with religious pluralists as the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
 
 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS 
 
Stackhouse, John G. (Ed.).  (2001).  No Other Gods Before Me: Evangelicals and the Challenge 

of World Religions. Grand Rapids, MI:  Baker Book House. (208 pages) 
 
Martin, Joel W.  (1999). The Land Looks After Us:  A History of Native American Religion.  New 

York:  Oxford University Press. (156 pages) 
 
Peart, Norman Anthony. 2000. Separate no more: Understanding and developing racial 

reconciliation in your church. With a forward by John M. Perkins. Grand Rapids: Baker 
Books. (202 pages) 

 
Ortiz, Manuel. 1996. One new people: Model for developing a multiethnic church. Dowers 

Grove: Inter Varsity Press. (158 pages) 
 
Optional Text: 
 
Netland, Harold.  (2001). Encountering Religious Pluralism:  The Challenge to Christian Faith 

and Mission. Downers Grove, IL:  Intervarsity Press.  362 pages 
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Pre-session: 
 
1. Read the required textbooks. 
 
2. Attend all course sessions. 
 
3.  Write a five page book review of the three single-author books (all except Stackhouse). 
 
Session: 
 
1. Identify and describe a specific ministry challenge dealing with pluralism vs. diversity.  

Recommend the best model for integration, giving particular attention to the unique 
characteristics (i.e. cultural dynamics, organizational setting and mission, economic and 
educational issues, historical factors, etc.), of the ministry setting. Develop an 
implementation plan that includes qualitative and quantitative measures of success. Be 
prepared to orally present your ministry challenge and integration model to the class, 
allowing approximately 20 minutes for your presentation. Integration of outside research and 
theoretical material covered in class is expected. Be prepared to demonstrate the pros and 
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cons of various integration models within the context of your ministry challenge, and 
specifically address how success will be measured.  Integration of visual aids may be used to 
enhance your presentation. 

 
Post-session: 
 
1. Read an additional five hundred pages of material related to religious pluralism and your own 

personal ministry situation.  Submit a one page list of those readings. 
 
2. Submit a paper in Turabian 6th edition format describing the ministry challenge and 

integration model described above. The paper should be 15 pages in length, typewritten and 
double spaced. The paper should integrate theoretical material covered in class along with 
supplemental research in a comprehensive integration plan. It should include a listing of 
supplemental research.  Due by February 5, 2005. 

 
All written assignments must be submitted by email as attached files to Dr. Castleberry at 
jcastleberry@agts.edu.  The time limit is 90 days after the last day of class, or February 5, 2005.  
Don’t wait until the last minute! 
 
CALENDAR OF THEMES 
 
Monday 
 Morning:  The Rise of the Globalized Postmodern World (JC) 

Afternoon:  Theology of Religions(JC) 
 

Tuesday 
Morning:  Inter-religious Encounter and the Process of Biblical Revelation (JC) 
Afternoon:  The Effect of Modernism and Postmodernism on Christianity (JC) 
 

Wednesday 
 Morning: different Christian responses to non-Christian religious traditions and cultural 

differences. 
 Afternoon: personal convictions on religious and cultural pluralism and identify effective 

models for spiritual integration and racial unity within the  body of Christ. 
 

Thursday: 
 Morning: common barriers that hinder the integration of people of other faiths and 

cultures within the body of Christ. (MG) 
 Afternoon: various leadership models effective for introducing cultural pluralists to the 

sovereignty of the Gospel while, but also used to invite, introduce to Christ and disciple 
in a pluralistic world. 

 Oral presentations. (MG) 
 

Friday 
Morning:  American Indian Religion (JM) 
Afternoon:  Reaching American Indians for Christ (JM) 



 4 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
Internet Radio Programs 

Tippett, Krista.  (March 11, 2004) Religion and Our World in Crisis:  Christianity and Violence.  
An Interview with Miroslav Volf.  
http://speakingoffaith.publicradio.org/programs/2004/03/11_volf/ 

Tippett, Krista.  (May 2001).  A Simple Buddhist Monk.  An interview about the Dalai Lama 
with Robert Thurman, Ken Storm, Thupten Dadak, and Siddiq Wahid 
http://speakingoffaith.publicradio.org/programs/2001/05/buddhistmonk/ 

Tippett, Krista.  (April 4, 2003). Children of Abraham, Interview with Bruce Feiler.  Available:  
http://speakingoffaith.publicradio.org/programs/2003/04/04_abraham/ 

Tippett, Krista.  (October 19, 2001.)  The Spirit of Islam, Interview with Omid Safi and Seemi 
Ghazi.  Available:   
http://speakingoffaith.publicradio.org/programs/2001/10/19_spiritofislam/ 
 
Tippett, Krista.  (February 26, 2004.)  Progressive Islam in America, Interview with Kecia Ali, 
Omid Safi, and Michael Wolfe.  Available:  
http://speakingoffaith.publicradio.org/programs/2004/02/26_progressiveislam/#reversion 
 
Journal Articles 
 
Evangelical Alliance [UK]. 'The Salvation of the Gentiles: Implications for Other Faiths,’ 

Evangelical Review of Theology 15/1 (1991) 36-43. 
 
D' Costa, G. 'The Impossibility of a Pluralist View of Religions,’ Religious Studies 32 (1996) 

223-232. 
 
Richard, H.L. ‘A Survey of Protestant Evangelistic Efforts among High Caste Hindus in the 

Twentieth Century’, Missiology: An International Review 25/4( 1997 ) 419-445.   
 
Books 
 
Adler, M.J. (1990).  Truth in Religion: The Plurality of Religions and the Unity of Truth.  New 

York: Macmillan. 
 
Ariarajah, S.W. (1991).  Hindus and Christians: A Century of Protestant Ecumenical 
 Thought. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans. 
 
Barnes, M. (1989).Christian Identity and Religious Pluralism: Religions in Conversation. 
 Nashville: Abingdon.   
 
Barr, J. (1993).  Biblical Faith and Natural Theology. Oxford:Clarendon Press. 



 5 

 
Bediako, K.  (1992).  Theology and Identity: The Impact of Culture upon Christian Thought in 

the Second Century and in Modern Africa. Oxford: Regnum Books. 
 
Braaten, C.E.  (1992).  No Other Gospel: Christianity among the World’s Religions. 

Minneapolis: Fortress. 
 
Clark, A. and B. Winter [eds.]  (1993).  One God, One Lord: Christianity in a World of Religious 

Pluralism. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House. 
 
Copley, A.  (1997).  Religions in Conflict: Ideology, Cultural Contact and Conversion in  Late-

Colonial India. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
Coward, H.G. [ed.].    (1987).  Modern Indian responses to Religious Pluralism. Albany:  State 

University of New York. 
 
______  (1993).  Hindu-Christian Dialogue: Perspectives and Encounters. Delhi:  Motilal 

Banarsidass Publishers. 
 
Cracknell, K.  (1995).  Justice, Courtesy and Love: Theologians and Missionaries Encountering 

World Religions, (1846-1914). London: Epworth. 
 
D' Costa, G.   (1986).  Theology and Religious Pluralism. Oxford: Basil Blackwell. 
 
________   (1990).  Christian Uniqueness Reconsidered: The Myth of a Pluralistic 
 Theology of Religions. New York: Orbis Books. 
 
_________   (2000).  The Meeting of Religions and the Trinity. Edinburgh: T&T Clark. Dyrness, 

William A. (1992). Invitation to cross-cultural theology:  Case studies in vernacular 
theologies. Grand Rapids:  Zondervan Publishing House. 

 
Dupuis, Jacques. (1997).  Toward a Christian Theology of Religious Pluralism. New York: 

Orbis. 
 
Fernando, A. (2000).  The Christian’s Attitude toward World Religions. Wheaton: 
 Tyndale House. 
 
Flanagan, K.  (1990).  Theological pluralism: A sociological critique’ in I. Hamnett [ed.] 
 Religious Pluralism and Unbelief: Studies Critical and Comparative. London: 
 Routledge. 
 
Frei, H.  (1992).  Types of Christian Theology. New Haven: Yale University Press.  
 
Gnanakan, Ken.  (1992). The Pluralistic Predicament. Bangalore: Theological Book Trust. 
 
Heim, M.  (1997).  Salvations: Truth and Difference in Religion. New York: Orbis. 



 6 

 
Hick, J. and P. Knitter [eds.].  (1987).  The Myth of Christian Uniqueness: Towards a 
 Pluralistic Theology of Religions. New York: Orbis. 
 
Hughes, D.A. (1996)  Has God Many Names? Leicester: Apollos.  
 
Käarkäinnen. Veli-Matti.  (2003).  An Introduction to the Theology of Religions: Biblical, 

Historical, and Contemporary Perspectives.  Downers Grove, IL:  Intervarsity Press.  
 
Kärkäinnen. Veli-Matti.  (2004).  Trinity and Religious Pluralism:  The Doctrine of the Trinity in 

Christian Theology of Religions.  Burlington, VT:  Ashgate Publishing. 
 
Knitter, P.F.  (1985).  No Other Name? A Critical Survey of Christian Attitudes to World 
 Religions. New York: Orbis. 
 
Kraemer, H.  (1938).  The Christian Message in a Non-Christian World. New York: Harper & 

Brothers. 
 
Lewis, Gordon R. and Bruce A. Demarest. Integrative Theology. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

1996. 
 
Lightner, R.P. The God of the Bible and Other Gods. Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1998. 
 
Lipner, J. Hindus: Their Religious Beliefs and Practices. London: Routledge,1998. 
 
Maw, M. (1990).  Visions of India: Fulfilment Theology, the Aryan Race Theory, and the Work 

of British Protestant Missionaries in Victorian India, Frankfurt: Peter Lang. 
 
McDermott, Gerald.  (2000).  Can Evangelicals Learn from World Religions?  Jesus,
 Revelation, and Religious Traditions.   Downers Grove, IL:  Intervarsity Press.  
 
Neil, S.   (1961).  Christian Faith and Other Faiths: The Christian Dialogue with Other  
 Religions. London: Oxford University Press. 
 
Netland, H. (1990).  Dissonant Voices: Religious Pluralism and the Question of Truth. Grand 
 Rapids: Eerdmans. 
 
Newbigin, L. (1989).  The Gospel in a Pluralist Society. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans. 
 
Pinnock, C.  (1992).  A Wideness in God's Mercy. Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
Pocock, Michael, and Joseph Henriques.  (2002). Cultural change and your church: Helping 

your church thrive in a diverse society.  Grand Rapids,Michigan: Baker Books. 
 
Race, A. (1982).  Christians and Religious Pluralism. New York: Orbis. 
 



 7 

Rhodes, Stephen A.. (1998). Where the nations meet: The church in a multicultural world.  
Downers Grove: Inter Varsity Press. 

 
Richardson, Rick. (2000). Evangelism outside the box: New ways to help people Experience the 

good news. Downers Grove: Inter Varsity Press. 
 
Rommen, E. and H. Netland.[ed.].  (1995). Christianity and the Religions. EMS. 
 
Saeed, Abdullah & Saeed, Hassan. (2004).  Freedom of Religion, Apostasy, and Islam.  

Burlington, VT:  Ashgate Publishing.  This book advocates discarding the death penalty 
for Muslims who convert based on pluralistic assumptions.  

 
Safi, Omid, Ed.  (2003).  Progressive Muslims On Justice, Gender, and Pluralism.  
 Oxford:  OneWorld Publications. 
 
Saldanha, C.  (1984).  Divine Pedagogy: A Patristic View of Non-Christian Religions. Rome: 
 Las. 
 
Sharpe, E.J.  (1965).  Not to Destroy but to Fulfil: The Contribution of J.N. Farquhar to 

Protestant Missionary Thought in India before 1914. Uppsala: Swedish Institute of 
Missionary Research. 

 
______.  (1977). Faith Meets Faith: Some Christian Attitudes to Hinduism in the Nineteenth and 

Twentieth Centuries. London: S.C.M. Press Ltd. 
 
Sullivan, F.A.  (1992).  Salvation outside the Church? Tracing the History of the Catholic 
 Response. London: Chapman. 
 
Tennent, T.C.  (2002).  Christianity at the Religious Round Table. Grand Rapids: Baker. 
 
Ward, K.  (1994).  Religion and Revelation: A Theology of Revelation in the World’s Religions. 

Oxford: Clarendon. 
 
Yong, Amos.  (2003).  Beyond the Impasse:  Toward a Pheumatological Theology of 
 Religions.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Baker Academic. 
 
Yancey, George. (2003). One body one spirit: Principles of successful multiracial churches.  

With a forward by Michael O. Emerson. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press. 
 
Zacharias, Ravi.  (2000).  Jesus Among Other Gods: The Absolute Claims of the Christian 

Message. Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
 
SPECIFIC DATA 
 
Syllabus prepared by Joseph Castleberry and Mario Guerreiro, September 29, 2004. 


