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COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course examines our changing cultural landscape and the challenges facing the church in
this context. Emphasis is placed on understanding the unchurched and how the church can more
effectively be a witness, through the application of biblical principles, to reach and assimilate
people into the church.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

—

Understand the priority and process of evangelism in the New Testament.

Identify the hindrances to evangelism today, and appreciate the challenges of developing
more effective evangelism.

Understand the generational and cultural contexts in which the Church proclaims the gospel.
Comprehend the relevance of the gospel for individual and societal needs.

Evaluate the effectiveness of various approaches to evangelism.

Enhance the quality of personal witness and corporate evangelism.

Identify means for assimilating people into the local church.

Design an outreach strategy for a specific ministry context.
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TEXTBOOKS

Required:
Donahue, Bill, and Russ Robinson. Building a Church of Small Groups: A Place Where Nobody
Stands Alone. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Publishing Company, 2001.

Moore, Ralph. Starting a New Church: A Church Planters Guide to Success. Ventura, Calif.:
Regal Books, 2002.

Richardson, Rick. Evangelism Outside the Box. Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 2000.
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Recommended:
Hybels, Bill and Mark Mittelberg. Becoming a Contagious Christian. Grand Rapids,
Mich.: Zondervan Publishing Company, 1994.

McLaren, Brian. More Ready than You Realize. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan
Publishing Company, 2002.

Mittelberg, Mark. Buidling a Contagious Church. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan
Publishing Company, 2001.

Sider, Ronald J., Philip N. Olsen, & Heidi Rolland Unruh. Churches that Make a

Difference: Reaching Your Community with Good News and Good Works. Grand
Rapids, Mich.: Baker Books, 2002.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Pre-session

1. Read the required textbooks as follows:
a. Rick Richardson, Evangelism Outside the Box (approx. 192 pages).
b. Bill Donahue and Russ Robinson, Building a Church of Small Groups (approx.
pages 216).
c. Ralph Moore, Starting a New Church (approx. 244 pages).

Submit a two page typewritten “Reading Analysis” for each book. Very briefly
summarize the essential points (approximately half a page) and point out those that
were of most value to you and why. State the overall value of the book to you and
assess its strengths and limitations. These are DUE at the beginning of the first class
session, Monday, May 17, 2004.

Post-session

1. Complete a take home examination by Monday, June 21, 2004 (postmarked date).
2. Design a comprehensive outreach strategy for a specific ministry context and target
audience. This may be a church or ministry with which you have had past or present
involvement, or it may be an anticipated ministry in your future. This project should
integrate the insights gained through your reading, class participation, and
experiences in outreach. The length should be 15 to 18 pages.
a. Describe the ministry context and target audience in terms of generations,
worldviews, and culture. Elaborate on the issues and factors to which you would
need to be especially sensitive. (Approximately 2 to 3 pages)
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b. Describe comprehensively the strategies and means of evangelism which you
would employ. Explain why you are choosing them and excluding others.
Format: Use Times-New Roman font, 12 point type. Make all margins 1" and place page

numbers in the upper right hand corner. Quotes longer than two lines should be
single-spaced and indented. Be sure to cite your sources through an attached
bibliography and footnotes. If used, lists and summaries longer than a quarter page
should be placed in appendices.

Recommendations for Papers. Strive to write at a graduate level, realizing that what may
have been acceptable in undergraduate work may not be for master’s degree papers.
While the quality of your content is the most important, the use of poor grammar,
punctuation, spelling, and style detracts. Deficiencies in these areas will result in a
lower grade. (After graduation, they will reflect poorly on your ministry.) If possible,
ask several people knowledgeable in English and writing to thoroughly critique your
work before submission. Recognize, as all good writers do, that extensive rewriting is
a normal part of writing well. Allow time for the process of revision, which may
require several drafts.

Due Date: All assignments should be submitted by Monday, August 23, 2004
(postmarked date).

Submit all assignments to:

AGTS
Dr. Steve Lim
1435 N. Glenstone Avenue
Springfield, Mo 65802

slim@aGts.edu
GRADING PROCEDURE
Reading analyses 10%
Classroom participation 10%
Examination 40%
Post-session paper 40%
SPECIFIC DATA

Syllabus revised by Dr. Steve Lim, March 2004.


mailto:slim@aGts.edu
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BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR EVANGELISM AND ASSIMILATION

Sections: General; Reaching Generation X, Millennials, and Postmoderns; Assimilation;
Small Groups

General

Aldrich, Joseph C. Gentle Persuasion: Creative Ways to Introduce Your Friends to
Christ. Portland, OR: Multnomah Press, 1988.

. Life-Style Evangelism: Crossing Traditional Boundaries to Reach the
Unbelieving World. Portland, OR: Multnomah Press, 1981.

Arn, Charles. How to Start a New Service: Your Church Can Reach New People. Grand
Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1997.

Arn, Win & Charles Arn. The Master’s Plan for Making Disciples: Every Christian an
Effective Witness through an Enabling Church. 2nd ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker
Books, 1998.

Barna, George. Evangelism that Works: How to Reach Changing Generations with the
Unchanging Gospel. Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1995.

Barnett, Matthew. The Church That Never Sleeps. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson
Publishers, 2000.

Bell, James. Bridge over Troubled Water: Ministry to Baby Boomers,; A Generation
Adrift. Colorado Springs, CO: Victor Books, 1993.

Bright, Bill. Witnessing Without Fear: How to Share Your Faith with Confidence.
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1993.

Chaney, Charles L. Church Planting at the End of the Twentieth Century. Wheaton, IL:
Tyndale House Publishers, 1984.

Chang, Curtis. Engaging Unbelief: A Captivating Strategy from Augustine and Aquinas.
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000.

Coleman, Robert E. The Master’s Way of Personal Evangelism. Wheaton, IL: Crossway
Books, 1997.
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Dobson, Ed. Starting a Seeker Sensitive Service: How Traditional Churches Can Reach
the Unchurched. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1993.

Easum, William M. How to Reach Baby Boomers. Nashville: Abingdon, 1991.

Edgar, William. Reasons of the Heart: Recovering Christian Persuasion. Grand Rapids,
MI: Baker Book House, 1996.

Green, Michael. Evangelism through the Local Church: A Comprehensive Guide to All
Aspects of Evangelism. Nashville, TN: Oliver Nelson, 1990.

Guder, Darrell 1., ed. Missional Church: A Vision for the Sending of the Church in North
America. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1998.

Gumbel, Nicky. How to Run the Alpha Course: A Handbook for Alpha Directors,
Leaders, and Helpers. Colorado Springs, CO: Cook Ministry Resources, 1997.

. Questions of Life: A Practical Introduction to the Christian Faith. Colorado
Springs, CO: Cook Ministry Resources, 1996.

Guinness, Os. The Journey: Our Quest for Faith and Meaning. Colorado Springs, CO:
NavPress, 2001.

Hughes, Selwyn. The Introverts Guide to Spontaneous Witnessing: How to Share Your
Faith with Others Naturally and Effectively. Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House
Publishers, 1983.

Hunt, Stephen. Anyone for Alpha? Evangelism in a Post-Christian Society. London:
Darton, Longman and Todd Ltd, 2001.

Hunter 111, George G. Church for the Unchurched. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 1996.
. How to Reach Secular People. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 1992.

. The Celtic Way of Evangelism: How Christianity Can Reach the West...Again.
Nashville, TN: Abingdon Pres, 2000.

Hybels, Bill and Mark Mittelberg. Becoming a Contagious Christian. Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan, 1994.

Hybels, Lynne and Bill. Rediscovering Church: The Story and Vision of Willow Creek
Community Church. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1995.
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Kennedy, D. James. Evangelism Explosion: The Coral Ridge Program for Lay Witness.
Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 1971.

Kramp, John. Out of the Faces and into Their Shoes: How to Understand Spiritually Lost
People and Give Them Directions to God. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman
Publishers, 1997.

Lewis, Robert with Rob Wilkins. The Church of Irresistable Influence. Grand Rapids,
MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 2001.

Little, Paul E. Know Why You Believe. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press

Malphurs, Aubrey. Planting Growing Churches for the 21st Century. Grand Rapids, MI:
Baker Books, 1998.

Mittelberg, Mark. Becoming a Contagious Church. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2000.

Moore, Ralph. Starting A New Church: The Church Planter’s Guide to Success. Ventura,
CA: Regal Books, 2002.

Morgenthaler, Sally. Worship Evangelism. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing
House, 1999.

Peterson, Jim. Evangelism for Our Generation: The Practical Way to Make Evangelism
Your Lifestyle. Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 1985.

. Evangelism as a Lifestyle. Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress.

Pippert, Rebecca Manley. Out of the Saltshaker and into the World.

. How to Lead a Seeker Bible Study. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2003

. Looking at the Life of Jesus (Seeker Bible Discussions on the Gospel of John,).
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2003.

. The Way of Jesus. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2003.

Pollard, Nick. Evangelism Made Slightly Less Difficult: How to Interest People Who
Aren’t Interested. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1997.



PTH 551 Effective Evangelism and Assimilation
Lim, O’Dea, Pike
Page 7

Pritchard, G.A. Willow Creek Seeker Services: Evaluating a New Way of Doing Church.
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1996.

Rainer, Thom. Effective Evangelistic Churches: Successful Churches Reveal What Works
and What Doesn’t. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 1996.

. Surprising Insights From the Unchurched: And Proven Ways to Reach Them.
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2001.

Richardson, Rick. Evangelism Outside the Box: New Ways to Help People Experience the
Good News. Downers Grove, IL: Inter Varsity Press, 2000.

. GIG (Groups Investigating God) Training Guide. Downers Grove, IL:
InterVarsity Press.

. Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2002.
. Sex: What’s God Got to Do with It? (GIG Bible study)
. Spirituality: What Does It Mean to Be Spiritual? (GIG Bible study)

Scrifes, Mary. Searching for Seekers: Ministry with a New Generation of the
Unchurched. Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1998.

Sider, Ronald J., Philip N. Olson, & Heidi Rolland Unruh. Churches That Make a
Difference: Reaching Your Community with Good News and Good Works.
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2002.

Sire, James W. The Universe Next Door (3rd edition). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity
Press, 1998.

Sjogren, Steve. Conspiracy of Kindness: Servant Evangelism Projects That Work. Ann
Arbor, MI: Servant, 1993.

Strobel, Lee. The Case for Christ. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1998.
. The Case for Faith. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 2000.

. Inside the Mind of Unchurched Harry and Mary: How to Reach Friends and
Family Who Avoid God and the Church. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1993.
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Towns, Elmer. Getting a Church Started: A Student Manual for the Theological
Foundation and Practical Techniques of Planting a Church. Lynchburg, VA:
Church Growth Institute, 1985.

Wagner, C. Peter. Church Planting for a Greater Harvest. Ventura, CA: Regal Books,
1990.

Wimber, John with Kevin Springer. Power Evangelism. San Francisco: Harper & Row,
1986.

Reaching Generation X, Millennials, and Postmoderns

Barna, George. Baby Busters. Disillusioned Generation. Ventura, CA: Regal Books,
1994.

. Generation Next: What You Need to Know About Today’s Youth. Ventura, CA:
Regal Books, 1995.

. The Invisible Generation: Baby Busters. Glendale, CA: Barna Research Group,
1992.

. Real Teens. Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 2001
Baugh, Ken & Rich Hurst. Getting Real. Colorado Springs, CO: Navpress, 2000.

Beaudoin, Tom. Virtual Faith: The Irreverent Spiritual Question of Generation X. San
Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 1998.

Carson, D.A. ed. Telling the Truth: Evangelizing Postmoderns. Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan Publishing House, 2000.

Celek, Tim & Dieter Zander. Inside the Soul of a New Generation: Insights and
Strategies for Reaching Busters. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House,
1996.

Dean, Kenda Creasy, Chap Clark, and David Rahn, ed. Starting Right: Thinking
Theologically about Youth Ministry. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.

Dockery, David S., ed. The Challenge of Postmodernism: An Evangelical Engagement.
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1997.
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Erickson, Millard J. Postmodernizing the Faith: Evangelical Responses to the Challenge
of Postmodernism. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1998.

. Truth or Consequences: The Promise and Perils of Postmodernism. Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2001.

. The Postmodern World: Discovering the Times and the Spirit of Our Age.
Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2002.

Fields, Doug. Purpose-Driven Youth Ministry. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.

Ford, Kevin Graham. Jesus for a New Generation: Putting the Gospel in the Language of
the Xers. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1995.

Grenz, Stanley J. A Primer on Postmodernism. Grand Rapids, MI: William B Eerdmans
Publishing Company, 1996.

Hahn, Todd and David Verhaagen. Reckless Hope: Understanding and Reaching Baby
Busters. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1996.

Henderson, David W. Culture Shift—Communicating God’s Truth to Our Changing
World. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1999.

Henderson, Robert Thorton. Subversive Jesus, Radical Grace: Relating Jesus to a New
Generation. Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress 2001.

Howe, Neil and Bill Strauss. 13th Gen: Abort, Retry, Ignore, Fail? New York: Vintage
Books, 1993.

. Millennials Rising: The Next Great Generation. New York: Vintage Books,
2000.

Jones, Timothy. Postmodern Youth Ministry. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2001.

Kallenberg, Brad J. Live to Tell: Evangelism for a Postmodern Age. Grand Rapids, MI:
Brazos Press, 2002

Long, Jimmy. Generation Hope: A Strategy for Reaching The Postmodern Generation.
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1997.

Mahedy, William and Janet Bernardi. A Generation Alone: Xers Making a Place in the
World. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1994.
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Mclntosh, Gary L. Make Room for the Boom or Bust: Six Church Models for Reaching
Three Generations. Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming H. Revell, 1997.

. Three Generations: Riding the Waves of Change in Your Church. Grand
Rapids, MI: Flaming H. Revell, 1995.

McLaren, Brian D. More Ready Than You Think: Evangelism as Dance in a Postmodern
Matrix. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002.

. Reinventing the Church (also titled The Church on the Other Side). Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1998.

Murren, Doug. The Baby Boomerang: Catching Baby Boomers As They Return to
Church. Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1990.

Nappa, Mike. What I Wish My Youth Leader Knew about Youth Ministry. Cincinnati,
OH: Standard Publishing.

Timothy R. Phillips & Dennis L. Okholm. Christian Apologetics in the Postmodern
World. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1995.

Rainer, Thom S. The Bridger Generation. Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1997.

Senter 111, Mark H., et. al. Four Views of Youth Ministry and the Church. Grand Rapids,
MI: Zondervan.

Smith, Jr., Chuck. The End of the World as We Know It: Clear Direction for Bold and
Innovative Ministry in a Postmodern World. Colorado Springs, CO: Waterbrook
Press, 2001.

Strommen, Merton P., Karen Jones, and David Rahn. Youth Ministry that Transforms.
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2001.

Sweet, Leonard. Postmodern Pilgrims. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 2000.

. SoulTsunami: Sink or Swim in New Millennium Culture. Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan Publishing House, 1999.

Veith, Gene Edward, Jr. Postmodern Times: A Christian Guide to Contemporary Thought
and Culture. Crossway Books, 1994.
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Webber, Robert E. Ancient-Future Faith: Rethinking Evangelicalism for a Postmodern
World. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1999.

Zustiak, Gary B. The Next Generation: Understanding and Meeting the Needs of
Generation X. College Press Publishing Company, 1996.

Assimilation

Adsit, Christopher B. Personal Disciplemaking: A Step-by Step Guide for Leading a
Christian from New Birth to Maturity. San Bernadino, CA: Here’s Life
Publishers, 1988

Epp, Albert H. Discipleship Therapy. Henderson, NE: Stairway Discipleship Inc., 1993.

Growing in Christ: A Thirteen-Week Follow-Up Course for New and Growing
Christians. Colorado Springs, CO: Navpress, 1980.

Leadership Journal—Issue on Assimilation, Fall 1990. Carol Stream, IL: Christianity
Today.

Mclntosh, Gary and Glen Martin. Finding Them, Keeping Them: Effective Strategies for
Evangelism and Assimilation in the Local Church. Atlanta: Baptist Sunday
School Board, 1992.

Ogden, Greg. Discipleship Essentials. A Guide to Building Your Life in Christ. Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1998.

Packer, J.I. Growing in Christ. Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1994.

Rainer, Thom. High Expectations: The Remarkable Secret for Keeping People in Your
Church. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 1999.

Schaller, Lyle E. Assimilating New Members. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 1985.

Smith, Donald P. How to Attract and Keep Active Church Members. Louisville, KY:
Westminster/John Knox Press, 1992.

Small Groups

Arnold, Jeffrey. The Big Book on Small Groups. Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press,
1992.
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Banks, Robert. Paul’s Idea of Community.: The Early House Churches in Their Cultural
Setting, rev. ed. Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson Publishers, 1994.

Barker, Steve, Judy Johnson, Rob Malone, Ron Nicholas, and Doug Whallon. Good
Things Come in Small Groups: The Dynamics of Good Group Life. Downers
Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1985.

Barna, George. The Habits of Highly Effective Churches. Ventura, Calif.: Regal, 1999.

Borthwick, Paul, Carl F. George, Paul A. Kaak, Carol H. Lukens, Gary C. Newton, and
Steve R. Sheeley. New Directions for Small-Group Ministry. Loveland, Colo.:
Vital Ministry Books, 1999.

Coleman, Lyman, ed. Director’s Workbook for Small Groups. Littleton, Colo.:
Serendipity, 1994.

Comiskey, Joel. Home Cell Group Explosion. Houston: Touch Publications, 1998.

. Reap the Harvest: How a Small-Group System Can Grow Your Church.
Houston: Touch Publications, 1999.

. Leadership Explosion. Houston: Touch Publications, 2000.
. How to be a Great Cell Group Coach. Houston: Touch Publications, 2003.

Crabb, Larry. The Safest Place on Earth: Where People Connect and Are Forever
Changed. Nashville: Word, 1999.

Davis, Deena, comp. Discipleship Journal’s 101 Best Small Group Ideas. Colorado
Springs: NavPress, 1996.

Donahue, Bill P. The Willow Creek Guide to Leading Life-Changing Small Groups.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996.

Donahue, Bill P. and Russ Robinson. The Seven Deadly Sins of Small Group Ministry.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2002.

. Walking the Small Groups Tightrope. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003.

Frazee, Randy. The Connecting Church: Beyond Small Groups to Authentic Community.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001
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Galloway, Dale, and Kathi Mills. The Small Group Book: The Practical Guide for
Nurturing Christians and Building Churches. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House,
1995.

Grenz, Stanley J. Theology for the Community of God. Nashville: Broadman and Holman,
1994.

Hurston, Karen. Growing the World’s Largest Church. Springfield, MO: Chrism, 1994.

. Breakthrough Cell Groups: How One American Chuirch Reaches People for
Christ through Creative Small Groups. Houston: Touch Publications, 2001.

Icenogle, Gareth W. Biblical Foundations for Small Group Ministry: An Integrational
Approach. Downers Grove, I11.: InterVarsity Press, 1994.

Martin, Glen, and Gary Mclntosh. Creating Community: Deeper Fellowship through
Small Group Ministry. Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 1997.

McBride, Neal F. How to Lead Small Groups. Colorado Springs: NavPress, 1990.
. How to Build a Small Groups Ministry. Colorado Springs: NavPress, 1995.

Neighbour, Ralph W., Jr. The Shepherd’s Guidebook. Houston: Touch Publications,
1992.

Neighbour, Ralph W., and Lorna Jenkins. Where Do We Go From Here?: A Guidebook
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