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ASSEMBLIES OF GOD THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Continuing Education Course
Branch Campus at Valley Forge Christian College
October 24-28, 2005

PHIB 631/THEB 628 APOLOGETICS
(3 Credits)

Monday 9-5, Tuesday 12-5 & 6-9, Wednesday 9-5, Thursday 9-5, Friday 9-5 post meridian.
(Tuesday evening will be a joint session with my undergraduate apologetics class and special guests.)

BRUCE R. MARINO, PHD FALL 2005
voice 610917 1449 fax 6109359353
BRMARINO@VFCC.EDU WWW.VFCC.EDU/FACULTY/BRMARINO

COURSE SYLLABUS

DESCRIPTION

A course designed to equip the student to defend the Christian faith against important
contemporary assaults and to build a positive Christian world and life view. Appeal is made not
only to the varieties of rational arguments but also to the special contributions of the Pentecostal
message.

OBJECTIVES

During and upon the completion of this course the student shall demonstrate via discussion and
written work:
1. An knowledge of:
1.1. Fundamental issues of epistemology, logic, and hermeneutics relating to apologetics,
including the relationship of faith and reason.
1.2. Major competing world views to Christianity.
1.3. Key biblical passages and models relating to apologetics
1.4. Primary approaches to apologetics including their biblical, theological, and philosophical
bases and their strengths and weaknesses.
1.5. Most important figures in apologetics.
1.6. Crucial issues in apologetics.
2. An ability to:
2.1. Argue academically in defense of the faith.
2.2. Argue practically in defense of the faith.
2.3. Teach the techniques of practical apologetics.
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TEXTBOOKS

Cowan, Steven B., ed. Five Views on Apologetics. Counterpoints. Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan, 2000 (400 pages).

Geisler, Norman L. Baker Encyclopedia of Christian Apologetics. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker,
1999 (841 pages).

Kreeft, Peter & Ronald K. Tacelli. Handbook of Christian Apologetics. Downers Grove, IL:
Inter-varsity (399 pages).

McDowell, Josh. 4 Ready Defense, The Best of Josh McDowell. Comp. Bill Wilson. Nashville,
TN: Thomas Nelson, 1992 (504 pages).

Moreland, J. P. Scaling the Secular City: A Defense of Christianity. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker,
1987 (288 pages).

Strobel, Lee. The Case for Faith: A Journalist Investigates the Toughest Objections to
Christianity. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2000 (304 pages).

OUTLINE

1. Introduction.

2. Philosophical, logical, hermeneutical, Biblical, and theological foundations.

3. World Views.

4. Approaches to Apologetics.

5. Specific Concerns for Apologetics.

6. Practical issues. (We anticipate having some friends who are formal atheists visit class.)

METHODOLOGY

Lectures; discussions; media; guests (anticipated); written critiques; formal, polemical research.

REQUIREMENTS

1. Pre-Session. Due: first class October 24. Produce three critiques each three to five pages in
length of: Cowan, Moreland, and Strobel. Be prepared to discuss your analyses. Note that
Geisler, Kreeft and Tacelli, and McDowell are to be used as valuable references throughout
the course and life.

2. SESSION, Due: 24-28 October 2005: Participate in all class sessions “Barring a serious
medical emergency” (see AGTS Catalog).

3. POST-SESSION, Due: 23 January 2006:
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3.1. Produce a fifteen to twenty page polemical analysis of an apologetic topic determined
during the session.

3.2. Produce a five to ten page adult education class outline for teaching apologetics.

4. Note Bene:

4.1. Late work is subject to grade penalties commensurate with lateness.

4.2. A grade of I (Incomplete) may be granted in extenuating circumstances upon the written
request of the student. Except in extreme circumstances, a grade of I requires that the final
grade be reduced one letter.

4.3. Persons with special challenges should contact the instructor ASAP.

4.4. Keep copies of everything until you receive an appropriate, final grade.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR WRITTEN WORK

1. Use good form: Turabian, including footnotes.
2. Use good style: Strunk and White.
3. Written assignments may be submitted in one of two forms.
3.1. A hardcopy delivered by hand or post.
3.2. An electronic copy emailed to me at brmarino@vfcc.edu as an attached Word for
Windows™ document.

NOTE: A $30.00 fee will be charged to the student’s account for every grade change even if the
instructor has approved an extension for completing the work. Any exception to the policy will
be made by the registrar.

GRADING

The grade for the course will be determined as follows:
1. Critiques: 30%
2. Class participation: 10%
3. Polemical analysis: 40%

4. Class outline: 20%
Total: 100%
SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY
Books

Abanes, Richard. Defending the Faith: A Beginner's Guide to Cults and New Religions. Grand
Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1997. BT 1102 .A28 1997

Alexander, Archibald. Evidences of the Authenticity, Inspiration, and Canonical Authority of the
Holy Scriptures. New York: Arno Press, 1972. BT 1101 .A56 197
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1970.
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Bacik, James J. Apologetics and the Eclipse of Mystery : Mystagogy according to Karl Rahner.
Notre Dame, Ind: University of Notre Dame Press, 1980. BT 1102 .B2

Baker, David W; ed. Looking into the Future: Evangelical Studies in Eschatology. Grand
Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2001. BT 821.2 .L66 2001

Barcus, Nancy B. Developing a Christian Mind: A Fearless Happy Ease amid the Conflicts of
Secular Thought. Downers Grove, Ill: InterVarsity Press, 1977. BT 1102 .B244

Bardsley, Cuthbert, and Purcell, William Ernest. Him We Declare. Waco, Tex: Word Books,
1968, 1967. BT 1211 .B3 1968

Barnhouse, Donald. Is anybody up there?: Santa Claus, Flying Saucers, and God. New Y ork:
The Seabury Press, 1977. BT 1102 .B26

Bartholomew, David J. Uncertain Belief: Is It Rational to Be a Christian?. Oxford : Clarendon
Press, 1996. BT 1102 .B315 1996

Bauer, Walter, and Kraft, Robert A. Orthodoxy and Heresy in Earliest Christianity.
Mifflintown, PA: Sigler Press, 1996. BR 166 .B3913 19

Baumann, Michael, David W. Hall, and Robert C. Newman, eds. Evangelical Apologetics:
Selected Essays from the 1995 Evangelical Theological Society Convention. Camp Hill, Pa:
Christian Publications, 1996. BT 1102 .E435 1996

Baxter, Batsell Barrett. [ Believe Because: A Study of the Evidence Supporting Christian Faith.
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House Co., 1971. BT 1102 .B32

Beckwith, Francis J; William Lane Craig; J. P. Moreland; Norman L. Geisler; James Porter
Moreland; eds. To Everyone an Answer: A Case for the Christian Worldview: Essays in
Honor of Norman L. Geisler. Downers Grove, I1l: InterVarsity Press, 2004. BT 1103 .T6
2004

Berry, Harold J. What They Believe: Christian Scientists, Jehovahs's Witnesses, Masons,
Mormons. Lincoln, NE: Back to the Bible, 1989. BT 1102 .B37 198

Blaiklock, E. M, and Blaiklock, David A. Is it, or isn't it?: Why We Believe in the Existence of
God. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Pub. House, 1968. BT 1102 .B5

Bloesch, Donald G. Faith & Its Counterfeits. Downers Grove, Ill: InterVarsity Press, 1981. BT
1102 .B546

Bloom, Anthony. God and Man. New York: Paulist Press, 1975. BT 1102 .B55 197

Boa, Kenneth, and Moody, Larry. I'm Glad You Asked. Wheaton, I11: Victor Books, 1982. BT
1102 .B6

Boa, Kenneth. Faith Has Its Reasons: An Integrative Approach to Defending Christianity: An
Apologetics Handbook. Colorado Springs, Colo: NavPress, 2001. BT 1102 .B5515 2001
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Bolton, William Jay. The Evidences of Christianity, As Exhibited in the Writings of Its
Apologists Down to Augustine: Hulsean Prize Essay. Boston: Gould and Lincoln, 1854. BT
1095 .B6

Boyd, Gregory A, and Boyd, Edward K. Letters from a Skeptic. Wheaton, Ill: Victor Books,
1994. BT 1102 .B638 19

Boyd, Gregory A. Letters from a Skeptic. Wheaton, Ill: Victor Books, 1994. BT 1102 .B638
1994

Boyd, Robert T. Boyd's Handbook of Practical Apologetics: Scientific Facts, Fulfilled
Prophecies, and Archaeological Discoveries that Confirm the BIBLE. Grand Rapids, MI:
Kregel Publications, 1997. BS 480 .B633 199

Breese, Dave. Seven Men Who Rule the World from the Grave. Chicago : Moody Press, 1990.
BT 1102 .B66 1990

Brown, Arthur I. Footprints of God. Findlay, O(H?): Fundamental Truth Publishers, 1943. BT
1210 .B74

Brown, Colin . Miracles and the Critical Mind. Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co. 1984.

Brown, Colin, ed. History, Criticism and Faith. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1976.

Brown, Harold O. J. The Protest of a Troubled Protestant. New Nonchelle, N.Y: Arlington
House, 1969. BT 28 .B7

Brown, Michael L. Answering Jewish Objections to Jesus: General and Historical Objections.
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2000. BV 4922 .B76 2000

Bruce F. F. The New Testament Documents: Are They Reliable? 5" rev. ed. Grand Rapids, MI:
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1960.

Bruce, F. F. The Defense of the Gospel in the New Testament. Rev. ed. Grand Rapids, MI:
Eerdmans, 1977, 1959. BS 2397 .B7 1977

Bruce, F. F . Jesus and Christian Origins Outside the New Testament. Grand Rapids, MI:
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1974.

Brunner, Emil. The Scandal of Christianity: The Gospel as Stumbling Block to Modern Man.
Richmond: John Knox Press, 1965. BT 75 .B847 1965

Bryant, Alice Franklin. Religion for the Hardheaded. New York: Dodd, Mead, 1953. BT 1101
.B87

Burson, Scott R. C.S. Lewis & Francis Schaeffer : Lessons for a New Century from the Most
Influential Apologists of Our Time. Downers Grove, I11: InterVarsity Press, 1998. BT 1117
.B87 1998

Burson, Scott R, and Walls, Jerry L. C.S. Lewis & Francis Schaeffer: Lessons for a New
Century from The most Influential Apologists of our Time. Downers Grove, Ill: InterVarsity
Press, 1998. BT 1117 .B87 199

Bush, L. Russ. A4 Handbook for Christian Philosophy. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1991. BT
1102 .B79 1991

Bush, L. Russ, ed. Classical Readings in Christian Apologetics, A.D. 100-1800. Grand Rapids,
MI: Academie Books, 1983. BT 1105 .C63 198

Bushnell, Horace. Nature and the Supernatural: As Together Constituting the One System of
God. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1885, 1877. BT 1101 .B97 c.2

Butler, Joseph, and others. Bishop Butler's Analogy of Religion, Natural and Revealed, to the
Constitution and Course of Nature. New York: Harper & brothers, 1852. BT 1100 .B9 1852
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Cairns, David Smith. The Riddle of the World. New York: Round Table Press, 1938. BT 101
.C18 1938
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Chamberlain, Paul. Can We Be Good without God?: A Conversation about Truth, Morality,
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Apologetics and Information Ministry. http://apologeticsinfo.org/

Apologetics Press Home Page. http://sites.goshen.net/ap/

Bulletin Board - Christian Humor and Apologetics
http://christianhumor.miningco.com/mpboards.htm

Christian Apologetics. http://www.pblcoc.org/apolo2.htm

Christian Apologetic & Research Ministry, (Mormon, Jehovah, Cult, LDS, anti, Jehovah's

Witnesses, New Age, Evolution. http://www.carm.org/

The Christian Web Finding and Meeting Place. http://webwitness.org.au/

Christian Faith, testimonies, apologetics and bible studies (Faith Section A1000).
http://www.truepath.com/

The Conception of the Miraculous and Christian Apologetics.

http://www.freethought.org/library/modern/keith _parsons/thesis/

Darkness to Light: Explaining and Defending the Christian Faith. http://www.dtl.org/

Eljachin Ministries. http://www.eljachin.org/

The Mormonism Research Ministry Home Page - Other Sites of Interest.
http://www.mrm.org/other-sites.html

The Princeton Chronicles http://www2.apologetics.org/apologetics/chronicles/

Quality Christian Apologetics, Bible Study and Chat for survivalists wrestling with God and

Jesus Christ ... http://www.orin.net/

Unravelling Wittgensteins Net - A Christian ThinkTank. http://www.themoorings.org/

Welcome to The Moorings. http://www.themoorings.org/

Welcome to the World Wide Christian Web! http://www.wwcw.org/siteindex.html

Systematic Theology

Given the importance of systematics in apologetics, several key resources are listed below.

Assemblies of God. Minutes including the "Constitution and Bylaws." Springfield: GPH, 1993.

Assemblies of God. "The Fundamental Truths." Springfield: GPH, nd.

Assemblies of God. Where We Stand. Springfield: GPH, 1990.

Berkhof, Louis. Systematic Theology. Rev. ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, (1974). BT65
.B4 1979

Berkhof, Louis, and Oostenink, Dick. Systematic theology. 3d rev. and enl. ed. Grand Rapids,
MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1946. BT 75 .B47 c.2

Carter, Charles W. A Contemporary Wesleyan Theology. 2 vol. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan,
1983.

Chafer, Lewis Sperry. Systematic Theology. 8 or 4 vol. Dallas: Dallas Theological Seminary
Press, 1947-1948. BT 75 .C28

Dabney, Robert Lewis. Systematic theology. 2nd ed. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust, 1985.
BT 75 .D2 1985

Davis, John Jefferson. Foundations of Evangelical Theology. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1984.

Davis, John Jefferson. Handbook of Bible Texts. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1984.

Davis, John Jefferson. The Necessity of Systematic Theology. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker,
1980?17. BT45 .J4 1980

Davis, John Jefferson. Theology Primer. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1981.

Dunning, H. Ray. Grace, faith, and holiness : a Wesleyan systematic theology. Kansas City,
Mo: Beacon Hill Press of Kansas City, 1988. BT 75.2 .D86 198

Enns, Paul. The Moody Handbook of Theology. Chicago: Moody, 1989.
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Elwell, Walter A. The Evangelical Dictionary of Theology. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1984.

Elwell, Walter A. and Douglas Buckwalter, ed. Topical Analysis of the Bible. Grand Rapids,
MI: Baker, 1991.

Erickson, Millard J. Christian Theology. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1985.

Erickson, Millard J, ed. Readings in Christian Theology. 3 vol. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker,
1973-1979.

Evans, James H. We have been believers: an African-American systematic theology.
Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1992. BT 82.7 .E84 199

Finney, Charles Grandison. Finney's Systematic Theology. Abridged. Minneapolis: Bethany
Fellowship, 1976. BT 80 .F5 1976

Finney, Charles Grandison, and Fairchild, James Harris. Lectures on Systematic Theology.
Grand Rapids, Mi: Eerdmans, 1969. BT 75 .F5 1969

Fruchtenbaum, Arnold G. Israelology : the missing link in systematic theology. Rev. 1992.
Tustin, CA: Ariel Ministries, 1993, 1989. BS 649 .J5 F7 19

Garrett, James Leo. Systematic theology : biblical, historical, and evangelical. Grand Rapids,
MI: W.B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1990-. BT 75.2 .G37 199

Grenz, Stanley. Reason for hope: the systematic theology of Wolfhart Pannenberg. New York:
Oxford University Press, 1990. BX 4827 .P3 G74

Grudem, Wayne A. Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine. Grand Rapids,
MI: Zondervan,

Hall, Thor. Systematic theology today: the state of the art in North America. Washington:
University of America Press, 1978-1994. BR 569 .H3

Hodge, Charles. Systematic theology. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1952. BT 75 .H63 1952

Hodge, Charles. Systematic theology. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1946, c1871-1872. BT 75
.H63 1946

Hodge, Charles and Gross, Edward N. Systematic theology. Abridged ed. Grand Rapids, MI:
Baker Book House, 1988. BT 75 .H6332 198

Horton, Stanley M., ed. Systematic Theology, A Pentecostal Perspective. Springfield: Logion
Press (GPH), 1994. BX 8762 .Z5 S97

House, H. Wayne. Charts of Christian Theology and Doctrine. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan,
1992.

Huffer, Alva G. Systematic theology. Oregon, I11: National Bible Institution, 1960. BT 75.2
.H844

McClendon, James William. Systematic theology. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1986-1994. BT
75.2 . M392 19

Menzies, William W. and Stanley M. Horton. Bible Doctrines, A Pentecostal Perspective.
Springfield: Logion Press (GPH), 1993.

Murray, John. Select lectures in systematic theology. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust, 1977.
BT 75.2 .M877 v.

Oden, Thomas C. Systematic Theology. Vol. 1: The Living God. Vol. 2: The Word of Life. Vol.
3: Life in the Spirit. San Francisco: Harper and Row, 1987, 1989, 1992.

Oden, Thomas C. Requiem: A Lament in Three Movements. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 1995.
BR526.034 1995

Pannenberg, Wolfhart. An introduction to systematic theology. Grand Rapids, MI: W.B.
Eerdmans, 1991. BT 65 .P36 1991

Pearlman, Myer. Knowing the Doctrines of the Bible. Springfield: GPH, 1981.
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Reymond, Robert L. A4 new systematic theology of the Christian Faith. Dallas, TX: Word, 1997.
BT 75.2 .R49 1997

Shelly, Bruce L. Christian Theology in Plain Language. Waco: Word, 1985.

Strong, Agustus Hopkins. Systematic Theology. Valley Forge: Judson, 1979.

Surin, Kenneth. The Turnings of Darkness and Light: Essays in Philosophical and Systematic
Theology. Cambridge Cambridgeshire: Cambridge University Press, 1989. BT 40 .S87 1989

Thiessen, Henry Clarence. Introductory lectures in systematic theology. Grand Rapids, MI:
Eerdmans, v1949. BT 75 .T39

Thiessen, Henry Clarence. Lectures in Systematic Theology. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans,
1986. BT 75 .T39 1979

Tillich, Paul. Systematic theology. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1967, 1951-63. BT
75.2 .T5 1967

Van Huyssteen, Wentzel. Theology and the justification of faith : constructing theories in
systematic theology. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1989. BT 50 .V3613 198

Wainwright, Geoffrey. Doxology : the praise of God in worship, doctrine, and life : a systematic
theology. New York: Oxford University Press, 1980. BT 75.2 .W34 198

Wiley, H. Orton. Christian Theology. 3 vol. Kansas City: Beacon Hill, 1940.

Williams, Ernest S. Systematic Theology. 3 vol. Springfield: GPH, 1953. BT 75 .W53 v.2, c.
1-3.

Williams, J. Rodman. Renewal Theology. 3 vol. Grand Rapids, MI: Academie, 1988.

SPECIFIC DATA

Prepared by Bruce R. Marino, July 2003.
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