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COURSE SYLLABUS 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION   
 
A focus  on  the  theory  and  prac t ice  of  he lp ing  persons  in  c r i s i s  o r  gr ie f .  Emphas is  i s  
on  maximiz ing  pas tora l  e f fec t iveness  in  br ie f  gr ie f  and  cr i s i s  counse l ing .  Spec i f ic  
sk i l l s  o f  in te rvent ion  a re  ident i f ied  and  s tudied .  This  course  a l so  encourages  coming 
to  gr ips  wi th  one’s  own mor ta l i ty  to  enr ich  one’s  l i fe .  I t  he lps  the  s tudent  of fe r  
pas tora l  care  and  counse l ing  to  the  te rmina l ly  i l l  and  to  those  involved in  sudden  
t ragedy .  
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES   
 
Upon successfu l  comple t ion  of  th i s  c lass  the  s tudent  wi l l  be  ab le  to :  

1 .  Confront  personal  a t t i tudes  regard ing  dy ing  and  dea th .   
2 .  Differen t ia te  normal  and  pa thologica l  g r ie f .  
3 .  Ident i fy  fac tors  tha t  in f luence  the  gr ie f  response .  
4 .  Art icu la te  therapeut ic  in te rvent ions  for  counse l ing  those  who suf fer  loss .  
5 .  Ident i fy  coping  mechanisms for  the  dy ing  pa t ien t .   
6 .  Descr ibe  the  var ious  s tages  common to  persons  who face  te rmina l  i l lness .   
7 .  Recogn ize  the  d iver se  i s sues  tha t  a r i s e  unde r  d i f f e ren t  bereavemen t  s i t ua t ions .  
8 .  Ident i fy  personal  concerns  fac ing  the  caregiver .   

 
 
COURSE TEXTBOOKS     
 
Lewis ,  C .S .  A Grie f  Observed .  New York:  Harper  Col l ins  Publ ishers ,  1961.   
 
Mi tche l l ,  Kenneth  R.  and  Herber t  Anderson .  Al l  Our  Loses  Al l  Our  Grie f s :   

Resources  for  Pas toral  Care .  Louisv i l le :  Westmins ter  John  Knox Press ,  1983.  
 
Rando,  Therese  A.  Grie f ,  Dying ,  and  Death:  Cl in ica l  In tervent ions  for  Caregivers .   

Champaign:  Research  Press  Company ,  1984.    
 
Wiersbe ,  Warren .  When Li fe  Fal l s  Apar t .  Grand  Rapids :  Baker  Book House ,  1998.   
 
 
COURSE METHODOLOGY 

 
Readings ,  l ec tures ,  c lass  d i scuss ion ,  v ideo ,  wr i t ing  ass ignments ,  smal l  g roup  
ac t iv i t ies  and  gues t  lec turers  wi l l  be  u t i l ized  to  achieve  course  objec t ives .  
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
A.  Pre-Sess ion Requirements  
 

1.  Read a l l  ass igned  tex tbooks .  
2 .  Write  three ,  th ree-page  re f lec t ion  papers  on  the  Lewis ,  Wiersbe ,  and  

Mi tche l l /Anderson  tex tbooks .  Each  re f lec t ion  paper  should  focus  on  top ics  
f rom these  readings  tha t  were  most  s ign i f icant  to  the  s tudent .  Ref lec t ion  
papers  a re  DUE the  f i r s t  day  of  c lass  Monday ,  May  15 .    

 
B .  Sess ion Requirements  
 

1 .  Attend  a l l  c lasses .  
2 .  Act ive  par t ic ipa t ion  in  c lass  d iscuss ions .  
3 .  Class  presenta t ion  based  on  re f lec t ion  papers .   
4 .  A f ina l  exam wi l l  be  g iven  cover ing  c lass  mater ia l  and  the  tex tbooks .  

 
C.  Post-Sess ion Requirements  
 

1.  Write  a  15-page  research  paper  on  one  of  the  major  aspec ts  of  the  course  
(e .g . ,  Tasks  of  the  Dying  Pa t ien t ;  The  Gr ie f  of  Chi ldren ;  Personal  Concerns  of  
the  Caregiver ;  The  Dynamics  of  Gr ie f ) .  The  b ib l iography  must  conta in  a  
min imum of  15  profess iona l  re ferences .  Papers  a re  to  be  typed ,  double-
spaced ,  fo l lowing  Turabian’s  6 th  ed i t ion .   

 
 
DUE :  Al l  pos t - sess ion  ass ignments  mus t  be  postmarked  no  la te r  than  Monday ,  June  
26 ,  2006.   Submi t  ass ignments  to :  
   
  David  Scol foro  
  142  Center  Road  
  Douglassv i l le ,  PA   19518 
  Phone:   (610)  917-3952  
  E-mai l :   dmscol foro@vfcc .edu   
 
 
NOTE:   A $30 .00  fee  wi l l  be  charged  to  the  s tudent’ s  account  for  every  grade  
change  even  i f  the  ins t ruc tor  has  approved  an  ex tens ion  for  comple t ing  the  work .   
Any  except ion  to  the  pol icy  wi l l  be  made  by  the  reg is t ra r .  
 
 
GRADING 

 
Research  paper      30%    
Ref lec t ion  papers /c lass  presenta t ion   20%        

 Comple t ion  of  reading  ass ignments   20% 
Final  exam      20% 
Class  par t i c ipa t ion      10% 

 

mailto:dmscolforo@vfcc.edu


BIBLIOGRAPHY 
  
Beginning  on  page  447 ,  a  de ta i led  re ference  l i s t  i s  inc luded  in  Gr ie f ,  Death ,  and  
Dying:  Cl in ica l  In te rvent ions  for  Caregivers .  
  
Syl labus  prepared  in  December  2005 by  David  Scol foro ,  D.  Min .   
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