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COURSE SYLLABUS
COURSE DESCRIPTION

BTH 532 New Testament Theology will consist of the study of the theology of the New
Testament. The class will begin with a study of the scope of the discipline itself: its history, task
and presuppositions. We will then focus on the theological setting, tendency and individuality of
each of the contributors to the New Testament. The first one third of the class will examine the
Gospel accounts and the individual contribution of each evangelist. The remaining two thirds of
the time will concentrate on the contribution of the apostle Paul, the General Epistles, and the
book of Revelation. We will focus much of our attention on discovering the aspect of both the
unity and diversity of New Testament theology as it is found in a comparison of the theology of
each of the New Testament writers.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

By the end of this course you should:

» Understand the discipline of New Testament theology and the history of its study.

» Know the major currents of thought and approaches to New Testament theology.

» Understand better the theological dynamic of emerging early Christianity and the
contemplation of early Christians between Judaism and Hellenism.

» Understand the setting and theological tendencies of each of the New Testament contributors.

» Be able to see points of both contrast and continuity among the New Testament writings.

* Be better prepared to use the New Testament in teaching, witnessing, and preaching.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS

Ladd, George Eldon. 4 Theology of the New Testament. Revised Edition. Ed. D. A. Hagner.
Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1993.



COURSE REQUIREMENTS

The class requirements will consist of:

L Reading.

Of the assigned readings:

The entirety of the class text must be read. Reading must be done before the class session in
which the topic will be discussed (see “Class Schedule”).

In addition to the reading of Ladd, 200 pages of collateral reading must be done in conjunction
with your research paper. A reading report must be turned in listing the works read, along with
the number of pages, and a short description of the content (very important!).

2 Two Exams.

One Mid-Term and one Final examination will be given. The exams will be essay in form and
the questions will come from lecture and the class text. They will cover any information
discussed up to the time of the exam. The Final Exam is not comprehensive but will only cover
material discussed after the Mid-Term Exam. Dates for the exams are listed in the “Class
Schedule.”

3. One Research Paper.

Each student will be required to write one paper on a topic within the scope of New Testament
Theology. The paper must be written according to the standards set forth on page 5 & 6 of the
syllabus. Due date for the paper is Monday, November 24th. Possible topics that could be
chosen are:

» The Quest for the Historical Jesus

* The Kingdom of God in the Synoptic Gospels: Present or Future?

» Jesus and Paul: Discontinuity of Discontinuity.

* The Church and Israel in Paul’s Theology: Continuity or Discontinuity.

* Paul and the Law: Its continuing validity in the Christian life.

» The New Perspective on Paul, Right or Wrong?

* Baptism in the Holy Spirit in The Gospels? Luke? Paul?

* The Presence of Early Catholicism in the New Testament?

» Eschatology according to Paul? John the Seer?

* Any subject of interest dealing with New Testament Theology (by approval only)

4. Class Presentations

On a revolving basis students will present to the class their overview and critique of their reading
of Ladd. Each presentation should be between 20 to 30 minutes in length. Each student will be
given the same number of presentations and each will be scheduled well in advance of the
presentation date. A sample presentation will be given by the instructor as a possible model for
other presentations. Grading for the presentation will be on the basis of comprehensiveness,
clarity, and critical thinking (equally).

All “Course Requirements” must be completed in order to pass.

COURSE GRADING




Weight of class requirements.:

Reading 10%
Presentations 20%
Paper 20%
Two Exams 50%
Total 100%

Letter grade percentages:

A+
A
A-
B+
B
B-
C+
C
C-
D+
D
D-
F

98-100 %
94-97 %
90-93 %
87-89 %
84-86 %
80-83 %
77-79 %
74-76 %
70-73 %
67-69%
64-66%
60-63%
below 60

Class Schedule

| Date Discussion Reading (L=Ladd) |
Sep. 15 Introduction; History and Approaches; Unity and L:pp. viii-41
Diversity, John the Baptist L: pp. 684-719
22 The Kingdom of God, Need, Salvation, God, L: pp. 42-132
Mystery, Church, Ethics
29 Messiah, Son of Man, Son of God L: pp. 133-180
Messianic Problem
Oct. © Messianic Mission/Eschatology L: pp. 181-245
Matthew Mark, Luke
13 The Fourth Gospel L: pp. 249-344
20 The Primitive Church L: pp. 347-393
Mid Term Examination (TBA outside of class)
27 Paul: Introduction, Sources of Paul’s Thought L: pp. 397-463

The Human Condition/The Person of Christ



Nov. 3 The Person of Christ; Pauline Psychology/New Life L: pp. 464-537

in Christ
10 Paul and the Law; The Christian Life - Ethics L: pp. 538-575
17 The Church; Pauline Eschatology L: pp. 576-614
24 Hebrews, James, 1 Peter, 2 Peter and Jude L: pp. 617-656
(Research Paper due)
Dec. 1 Johannine Epistles L: pp. 657-683

The Apocalypse
Final Exam (TBA outside of class)

Format of Papers

I suggest that you write from an outline and include both an introduction and conclusion
paragraph. Do what works best for you taking into consideration the subject you are writing
about, and the grading criteria listed below.

Criteria for Grading Papers
The criteria for grading your papers will be along three closely related lines:

Form

e Length: 15-18 pages, typed, double spaced.

e Documentation: Use footnotes or endnotes. If you don't know the proper form for these,
learn! (see below). All direct quotes and non-original ideas should be noted. Include a
Bibliography along with the notes.

e Avoid block quoting. Only block quote when you absolutely cannot say it better in your own
words. In this paper block quoting should be rare.

e Proofread!!!! If you are using a computer, you have not adequately proofread if you have
only read from the screen and used a spell-checker. Print the paper and then read it, better,
have someone else read it.

e On your Title Page include: Title of paper, your name, title and term of class (BTH 532 New
Testament Theology), name of instructor, and date you turn the paper in.

Content

e Put your own thought into the paper, but think critically about your own doctrinal and
philosophical presuppositions. Knowing that you have them (presuppositions), and how they
effect your viewpoint, is the most important thing, not whether they are right or wrong.

e Have you been thorough? Is there evidence of sufficient reading? Have the “classic” works
on the subject been consulted? How about the most recent scholarship? The size of this paper
demands that you select only the best material. Begin by consulting the class bibliography.



Be sure the sources you use argue for what you have said and are not simply stating the same
thing as you. Their argument may be groundless!

Presentation

Does the outline give an orderly development of the subject? Don't write about the detailed
matters of the subject until you have defined what the subject is. Remember, you do not need
to include an outline in your paper, but you do need to write it from one.

Is the paper clear in its presentation? Take special note of how your train of thought flows,
simply listing facts is not enough, tell how the facts are related. This speaks volumes about
your understanding of the subject. Include transition statements that link ideas together.
Does the paper read easily? If sentences are long and cumbersome, break them up into
shorter ones.

The best way to write a good paper is by starting early!



How to do Foot and End Notes

Footnotes are put at the bottom of the page while end notes at the end of the paper, but before the
bibliography. Foot and end notes read like a sentence. First and last name of author, Name of Book , (City
of Pubilcation: Publisher, copyright date), p. #. Look for variations below

| Superscript note reference in both text and note listing |

™ 1Most of the previous biographical sketch was adapted from: David Allan HubbardUnity
and Diversity in New Testament Theology ed. Robert Guelich (Grand Rapids: Wm. B.
Eerdmans, 1978), p. xiii. See also the biographical sketch inNew Testament Abstracts 8(1963-

64), p. 275. ﬁn>
2Gerhard Hasel, New Testament“Fheology: Basic Issues in t!e !!urrent Debate (Grand

Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1978), p. 119.

Name of journal
3 Hubbard, p. x11. <&—[Tull footnote form on first article is %n quotes. l —
4 . listing of source, but second Underline or itaicize
Hubbard, p. xi-xv. needs only the name and page #. titles of books or journals
SGeorge Eldon Ladd, “History and Theology in Biblicdl Exegesis, Tnterpretation 20(1,

66)7 p- 660.' Successive listings from the same source need only Use notes for information that is
1bid, p- 61. < Ibid. and page # if different from previous listing. peripheral to the study at hand
My purpose in the following lengthy discussion is not to simply elaborate a history
New Testament research or the “quest of the historical Jesus” per se, but to expose the various
approaches to and attitudes towards the New Testament texts which influenced Dr. Ladd to develog
his understanding of a salvation-history approach.

How to do in-text notes
In-text notes use information from the bibliography to let the reader know where the
information being discussed has been derived or is further elaborated. In-text notes may be placec
within or at the end of a sentence. The information should be put in parenthesis. Within the
parentheses should be: The name of the author, the year of publishing, and page #s. If the author
has published more than one book in the same year, then you must also give the name of the book.

How to do a Bibliography

Bibliographic form 1s different than footnote form: second line indentation; Last name and first name. Title of
Book . City of Publication: publisher, copyright date. Notice all variations and punctuation changes.

Guelich, Robert ed..Unity and Diversity in New Testament Theology Grand Rapids: Wm. B.

Eerdmans : Bibliographic listing of a book with several
authors is by the editor.

Hasel, Gerhard. New Testament Theology: Basic Issues in the Current Debate Grand Rapids:

| Include page # of entire article.
Ladd, Geo . The Search for Perspective.” Interpretation 25 (1971), pp. 41-62.
o Single-space note, double-space between each
d Criticism Gran!l Rapids: wm. B. Ecrdmans, 1907.

Repeated articles and books
by the same author may be List in alphabetical order. |
represented by a line.
For more information see:  Turabian, Kate L.. A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses,
and Dissertations, Fifth edition revised and expanded by Bonnie Birtwistle Honigsblum (Chicago
& London: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1987).




BIBLIOGRAPHY

Balla, Peter. Challenges to New Testament Theology: An Attempt to Justify the Enterprise.
Peabody, Mass: Hendrickson, [1998]. BS 2397 .B34 1998

Barrett, C. K. The New Testament Background: Selected Documents. London, 1956.

Bauckham, Richard. The Theology of the Book of Revelation. Cambridge [England]:Cambridge
University Press, [1993]. BS 2825.2 .B387 1993

Becker, J. Paul: Apostle to the Gentiles. Louisville: Westminster/Knox, 1993.

Beker, J. C. Paul, the Apostle: The Triumph of God in Life and Thought. Philadelphia: Fortress
Press, 1980.

Boers, Hendrikus. What is New Testament Theology? The Rise of Criticism and the Problem of a
Theology of the New Testament. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1979. BS 2397 .B58

Bonsirven. J. Theology of the New Testament. Trans. by S. F. L. Tye from French original of
1951. Westminster: Newman Press, 1963.

Brown, Colin. The New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology. REF BS 2397
N48v.1c.3

Bruce, F. F. New Testament History. New York: Doubleday, 1980.

Bultmann, Rudolf. Theology of the New Testament. Vols 1 & 2. Tr. Kendrick Grobel. New York:
Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1951, 1955.

Caird, G. B and Hurst, L. D. New Testament Theology. Oxford: Clarendon Press,[1994]. BS
2397 .C35 1994

Chester, Andrew and Martin, Ralph P. The Theology of the Letters of James, Peter, and Jude.
Cambridge [England]: Cambridge University Press, [1994]. BS 2777 .C44 1994

Childs. B. S. Biblical Theology in Crisis. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1970.
Collins, R. F. Introduction to the New Testament. Garden City: Doubleday, 1983.

Conzelmann. H. An Outline of the Theology of the New Testament. Trans. by J. Bowden from
2nd German edition of 1968. New York: Harper & Row. 1969.

Cullmann. O. Christ and Time: The Primitive Christian Conception of Time and History. trans.
by F. V. Filson from 3rd German edition of 1962. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1964.

Cullmann. O. Salvation in History. trans. by S. G. Sowers from German original of 1965.
London: SCM, 1967.



Davies. W. D. Paul and Rabbinic Judaism: Some Rabbinic Elements in Pauline Theology.
Philadelphia: Fortress. 4th ed. with new preface, 1980.

deSilva, D. A. Introducing the Apocrypha: Message Context, and Significance. Grand Rapids:
Baker, 2002.

Donfried, Karl P and Marshall, I. Howard. The Theology of the Shorter Pauline Letters.
Cambridge [England]: Cambridge University Press, [1993]. BS 2725.5 .D65 1993

Dunn, J. D. G. The Theology of Paul the Apostle. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998.

Dunn, James D. G and Mackey, James Patrick. New Testament Theology in Dialogue:
Christology and Ministry. 1st American ed. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, [1987].
BS 2397 .D84 1987

Dunn, James D. G. The Theology of Paul's Letter to the Galatians. Cambridge[ England]:
Cambridge University Press, [1993]. BS 2685.5 .D87 1993

Dunn. J. D. G. Unity and Diversity in the New Testament. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1977.

Evans, C. A. and D. A. Hagner, eds. Anti-Semitism in Early Christianity: Issues of Polemic and
Faith. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1993.

Fuller, Reginald Horace. The Mission and Achievement of Jesus: An Examination of the
Presuppositions of New Testament Theology. London: SCM Press, [1963]. BT 201 .F79

Furnish, Victor Paul. The Theology of the First Letter to the Corinthians. Cambridge, U.K:
Cambridge University Press, [1999]. BS 2675.2 .F87 1999

Giles, Kevin. What on Earth Is the Church?: An Exploration in New Testament Theology.
Downers Grove, Ill: InterVarsity Press, [1995]. BS 2545 .C5 G55 1995

Goppelt, Leonhard. Apostolic and Post-Apostolic Times. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1977.

Goppelt, Leonhard. Theology of the New Testament. trans. J. Alsup from posthumous 1976
German edition. 2 vols. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1981, 1982.

Goppelt, Leonhard.Jesus, Paul and Judaism. An Introduction to New Testament Theology. New
York: Nelson, 1964.

Green, Joel B. The Theology of the Gospel of Luke. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
[1995]. BS 2595.2 .G74 1995

Guelich, Robert A. Unity and Diversity in New Testament Theology : essays in honor of George
E. Ladd. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, [1978]. BS 2397 .A1 U54

Guthrie, Donald. New Testament Theology. Leicester, England: Inter-Varsity Press, [1981]. BS
2397 .G84



Harrison, Everett F. Introduction to the New Testament. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans,
revised ed., 1971.

Hasel, Gerhard. New Testament Theology: Basic Issues in the Current Debate. Grand Rapids:
Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1978. BS 2397 .H34

Hawthorne, G.; Martin, R. P.; and Reid, D., eds. Dictionary of Paul and His Letters. Downers
Grove: Inter-Varsity Press, 1993 (a few important entries).

Hays, Richard B. The Moral Vision of the New Testament: A Contemporary Introduction to New
Testament Ethics. San Francisco: HarperCollins, 1996.

Helyer, L. R. Exploring Jewish Literature of the Second Temple Period: A Guide for New
Testament Students. Downers Grove: Inter-Varsity Press, 2002.

Houlden, J. L. Companion Encyclopedia of Theology. London: Routledge, [1995]. BT 10 .C6
1995

Hunter, A. M. The Work and Words of Jesus. London: SCM. 1950; many reprintings.
Hunter, A. M. Introducing the New Testament. Philadelphia: Westminster, 3rd rev. ed., 1972

Hunter, A. M. Introducing New Testament Theology. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, [1957].
BS 2397 .HS

Jansen, John Frederick. The Resurrection of Jesus Christ in New Testament Theology. 1st ed.
Philadelphia: Westminster Press, [1980]. BT 481 .J32

Jeremias. J. New Testament Theology. The Proclamation of Jesus. trans. J. Bowden from
German original of 1971. New York: Scribners. 1971. BT 202 .J3913

Johnson, Luke Timothy. Scripture and Discernment: Decision Making in the Church. Nashville:
Abingdon Press, 1996.

Kim, S. Paul and the New Perspective. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2002.

Kim. S. The Origin of Paul's Gospel. Tiibingen: J. C. B. Mohr (Paul Siebeck). 1981: Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans. 1982.

Kiimmel, W. G. The Theology of the New Testament: According to Its Witnesses, Jesus, Paul,
John. trans. by J. E. Steely from German original of 1969. Nashville: Abingdon, 1973.

Ladd, George E. The New Testament and Criticism. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1967.

Ladd, George E. The Presence of the Future: The Eschatology of biblical Realism. Grand
Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1974. Also as Jesus and the Kingdom: The Eschatology of
Biblical Realism. New York: Harper and Row, 1964.



Ladley, Curtiss A. The New Testament Student and His Field. Phillipsburg, N.J: Presbyterian and
Reformed Pub. Co, [1982]. BS 2395 .N54 v.5

Lieu, Judith. The Theology of the Johannine Epistles. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
[1991]. BS 2805.5 .L54 1991

Lincoln, Andrew T and Wedderburn, A. J. M. The Theology of the Later Pauline Letters.
Cambridge [England]: Cambridge University Press, [1993]. BS 2715.5 .L56 1993

Lindars, Barnabas. The Theology of the Letter to the Hebrews. Cambridge:Cambridge University
Press, [1991]. BS 2775.5 .55 1991

Luz, Ulrich. The Theology of the Gospel of Matthew. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
[1995]. BS 2575.5 .L8813 1995

Manson, T. W. The Teaching of Jesus: Studies of Its Form and Content. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1963.

Marshall, I. Howard. Jesus the Saviour: Studies in New Testament Theology. Downers Grove,
IL: InterVarsity Press, [1990]. BT 198 .M389 19894

Martin. R P. Reconciliation: A Study of Paul's Theology. Atlanta: John Knox. 1981.

Morgan, Robert and Schlatter, Adolf von. The Nature of New Testament Theology: The
Contribution of William Wrede and Adolf Schlatter. Naperville, Ill: A. R. Allenson,
[1973]. BS 2397 .M63 1973

Morris, Leon. New Testament Theology. Grand Rapids, Mich: Academie Books,[1986]. BS 2397
.M64 1986

Moule, C. F. D. The Birth of the New Testament. New York: Harper and Row, 3rd ed.
(completely revised), 1982.

Murphy-O'Connor, J. The Theology of the Second Letter to the Corinthians: Jerome Murphy-
O'Connor. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, [1991]. BS 2675.2 .M87 1991

Réisdnen, Heikki. Beyond New Testament Theology: A Story and a Programme. London: SCM
Press, [1990]. BS 2397 .R35 1990

Richardson, A. An Introduction to the Theology of the New Testament. New York: Harper &
Row, 1958.

Ridderbos, H. Paul: An Outline of His Theology. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1975.
Ryrie. C. C. Biblical Theology of the New Testament. Chicago: Moody. 1959.

Sanders, E. P. Jesus and Judaism. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1985.

10



Sanders, E. P. Paul and Palestinian Judaism: A Comparison of Patterns of Religion.
Philadelphia: Fortress. 1977.

Sanders, E. P. Paul, the Law and the Jewish People. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1984.

Schelkle. K. H. Theology of the New Testament. trans. W. A. Jurgens from German originals
from 1968. 1973. 1970. 1974. 4 vols. Collegeville. Minn.: Liturgical Press. 1971. 1976.
1973, 1978.

Schlatter, Adolf von. The History of the Christ: The Foundation for New Testament Theology.
Grand Rapids, Mich: Baker Books, [1997]. BT 202 .S34513 1997 c.2

Schlatter, Adolf von. The Theology of the Apostles: The Development of New Testament
Theology. [2nd ed.]. Grand Rapids, Mich: Baker Books, [1998]. BS 2618 .S3313 1998

Schnackenburg, R. New Testament Theology Today. trans. D. Askew from French original of
1961. London: Chapman. 1963.

Schnackenburg, Rudolf. Present and Future: Modern Aspects of New Testament Theology. Notre
Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, [1966]. BS 2397 .S42

Schoeps, H. J. Paul: The Theology of the Apostle in the Light of Jewish Religious History. trans.
H. Knight from German original of 1959. Philadelphia: Westminster. 1961.

Scott. C. A. A. Christianity According to St. Paul. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1927: reprinted many times.

Sheldon, Henry C. New Testament Theology. New York: The Maxmillan Company, [1911]. BS
2397 .54

Skarsaune, O. In the Shadow of the Temple: Jewish Influences on Early Christianity. Downers
Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2002.

Smart, James. The Past, Present and Future of Biblical Theology. Philadelphia: Westminster,
1979.

Smith, D. Moody. The Theology of the Gospel of John. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
[1995]. BS 2615.2 .S626 1994

Stagg, Frank. New Testament Theology. Nashville: Broadman Press, [1962]. BS 2341 .S68

Stauffer. E. New Testament Theology. trans. J. Marsh from 5th German edition of 1948. New
York: Macmillan. 1955.

Stevens. G. B. The Theology of the New Testament. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 2nd rev. ed.,
1918.

Stone, Howard W. and James O. Duke. How to Think Theologically. Minneapolis: Fortress
Press, 1996.

11



Telford, William. The Theology of the Gospel of Mark. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University
Press, [1999]. BS 2585.2 .T45 1999

Townsley, David and Bjork, Russell. Scripture Index to The New International Dictionary of
New Testament Theology, and index to selected extrabiblical literature. Grand Rapids,
Mich: Regency Reference Library, [1985]. REF BS 2397 .N483 T68 1985

Vos. G. Biblical Theology: Old and New Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1948.

Westerholm, S. Israel's Law and the Church's Faith: Paul and His Recent Interpreters. Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988. (O.P.--On reserve in library.)

Whiteley, D. E. H. The Theology of St. Paul. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1964.
Wright, N. T. What Saint Paul Really Said. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997.

Young, Frances M. The Theology of the Pastoral Letters. Cambridge: CambridgeUniversity
Press, [1994]. BS 2735.2 .Y68 1994

12



