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COURSE SYLLABUS 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 
Emphasizes the nature, method, variety, and importance of preaching from the Bible.  Emphasis 
will be placed on the practical implementation of theory by requiring full development of a series 
of sermons. 
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
The student should demonstrate through class participation and preparation of sermons that 
he/she has: 
 
1. Begun to reflect critically upon the current literature of biblical preaching. 
 
2. Developed a conscious theology of preaching. 
 
3. A healthy self-critical perspective toward his/her practice of preaching. 
 
4. Employed principles of sound exegetical, hermeneutical, and homiletical theory in the 

preparation of sermons. 
 
5. Utilized creative strategies in expressing biblical truth to the modern listener. 
 
6. Examined the modern context for preaching with particular identification of persons and 

needs in the local congregation. 
 
 
TEXTBOOK 
 
Greidanus, Sidney.  The Modern Preacher and the Ancient Text.  Grand Rapids:   

Eerdmans, 1988. 
 
 



METHODOLOGY 
 
Learning will be facilitated by lectures on techniques for effective sermon preparation 
and presentation, the study and analysis of other sermons, videos of excellent preaching, 
and the analysis of student preaching.  The atmosphere will be informal, affirming, and 
interesting. 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

A. Pre-session 
 
1. Read the text by Greidanus. 
2. Prepare a 2-3 page reaction paper for the text in which you discuss the 

author’s overall approach to exegesis and preaching.  Evaluate the 
material both positively and negatively. 

3. Each participant will prepare a video and audio tape (same sermon) of 
his/her own preaching for evaluation by the class.  This video is due 
the first day of class. 

 
B. Session 
 

1. Attendance and participation at all class sessions is required. 
2. Reading and other work will be assigned by the professor during the 

class sessions. 
 

C. Post-Session 
 

1. Prepare a one-page analysis of your own preaching.  Conclude with 
areas where you will be intentional about improving or changing.  Re-
work your sermon presented on the first day of class to reflect the 
areas targeted for improvement.   

 
2. Prepare a sermon in outline form with enough detail that the instructor 

can readily follow the flow of though in the sermon.  Be sure to 
include a complete introduction and conclusion. 

 
3. Prepare a preaching schedule for one year. 

 
4. Read an additional 750 pages from the selected bibliography and 

prepare a reading report noting the texts and the number of pages read.  
Substitute reading must be approved by the course instructor. 

 
All post-session assignments must be received by Wednesday, December 17, 2003. 
 
Submit all assignments to: 
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 Dr. Mark Rutland 
 Southeastern College 
 1000 Longfellow Boulevard 
 Lakeland, FL  33801 
 
Note: Late work will be assessed a change–of-grade late fee ($15.00) even when the 
extension has been granted by the professor. 
 
 
SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
Spirituality             
 
Dunnam, Maxie. Alive in Christ.  Abingdon, 1982. 
 
Foster, Richard.  Celebration of Discipline.  Harper and Row, 1981. 
 
Nouwen, Henri.  Making All Things New.  Harper and Row, 1981. 
 
Postema, Don.  Space for God:  The Study and Practice of Prayer and Spirituality.   

Published by the Board of Publications of the Christian Reformed Church, 2850  
Kalamazoo SE, Grand Rapids, MI  49560, 1983. 

 
Preaching 
 
Achtemeir, Elizabeth.  Creative Preaching.  Abingdon, 1982. 
 
_____.  Preaching as Theology and Art.  Abingdon, 1984. 
 
 
Anderson, Ray S., ed.  Theological Foundations for Ministry.  T & T Clark/Eerdmans,  

1979. 
 
Bartow, Charles L.  The Preaching Moment.  Abingdon, 1980. 
 
Bennett, Bill.  Thirty Minutes to Raise the Dead.  Nelson, 1991. 
 
Brook, Philip.  Lectures on Preaching.  Baker Book House, 1978. 
 
Buechner, Frederick.  Telling the Truth:  The Gospel as Tragedy, Comedy, and Fairy 
 Tale.  Harper and Row, 1977. 
 
Chartier, Myron R.  Preaching as Communication.  Abingdon, 1981. 
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Cox, James W., ed.  Twentieth-Century Pulpit, Vol. I and II.  Abingdon, Vol. I-1978,  

Vol.  II, 1981. 
 
Davis, H. Grady.  Design for Preaching.  Fortress Press, 1958. 
 
Duke, Robert W.  The Sermon as God’s Word.  Abingdon, 1980. 
 
Engle, James F.  Getting Your Message Across.  OMF, 1989. 
 
Farmer, H. H.  Servant of the Word.  Nisbet and Co. (London), 1942. 
 
Filbeck, David.  Social Context and Proclamation, 1985. 
 
Forsyth, P. T.  Positive Preaching and the Modern Mind.  Baker, 1980. 
 
Fuller, Reginald.  The Use of the Bible in Preaching.  Fortress Press, 1981. 
 
Griffin, Emory.  The Mind Changers.  Tyndale, 1976, 
 
Hoon, Paul W.  The Integrity of Worship.  Abingdon, 1971. 
 
Hughes, Ray H.  Pentecostal Preaching.  Pathway Press, 1981. 
 
James, Ross W., ed.  Case Studies in Christian Communication in an Asian Context.   
 Manila, OMF.  1989. 
 
Kamphauz, Franz.  The Gospels for Preachers and Teachers.  Sheed and Word, 1974, 
 
Kinlaw, Dennis F.  Preaching in the Spirit.  Zondervan, 1985. 
 
Lewis, Ralph L.  Inductive Preaching.  Crossway Books, 1987. 
 
Lischer, Richard.  A Theology of Preaching.  Abingdon, 1981. 
 
Lowry, Eugene L.  The Homiletic Plot.  John Knox Press, 1980. 
 
Massey, James Earl.  Designing the Sermon.  Abingdon, 1980. 
 
Morris, Colin.  The Word and the Words.  Epworth (London), 1975. 
 
Nichols, J. Randall.  Building the Word.  Harper and Row, 1980. 
 
Pitt-Watson, Ian.  Preaching:  A Kind of Folly.  Westminster Press, 1978. 
 



HOMB 531 Methods of Biblical Preaching 
Mark Rutland 
Page 5 
 
 
Richardson, Alan, ed.  Theological Word Book of the Bible.  Macmillan, 1962. 
 
Robinson, Haddon.  Biblical Preaching.  Baker, 1980. 
 
Skudlarek, William.  The Word in Worship.  Abingdon, 1981. 
 
Stacey, David.  Interpreting the Bible.  Seabury, 1979. 
 
Stewart, James S.  Heralds of God.  Baker, 1977. 
 
Stott, John W.  Between Two Worlds.  Eerdmans, 1982. 
 
Sweazey, George E.  Preaching the Good News.  Prentice-Hall, 1976. 
 
Thompson, William D.  Preaching Biblically.  Abingdon, 1981. 
 
Wainwright, Geoffrey.  Doxology, the Praise of God in Worship, Doctrine, and Life.   

Oxford, 1980. 
 
White, James F.  Introduction to Christian Worship.  Abingdon, 1980. 
 
Willimon, William H.  Integrative Preaching.  Abingdon, 1981. 
 
 
SPECIFIC DATA: 
 
Syllabus prepared by Mark Rutland, PhD., June 2003. 
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Reading Report 
 

This is to certify that I have read the following number of pages from the textbooks noted 
below: 
 
Textbook # of pages read 
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
 
 Total Pages Read   
 
 
 
    
Name Date 
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