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RECOMMENDED TEXTBOOKS 
 
Elmer, Duane. Cross-Cultural Conflict: Building Relationships for Effective Ministry. Downers 

Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1993. 
 
Dyrness, William A. Learning About Theology from the Third World. Grand Rapids, MI: 

Academie, 1990. 
 
Hiebert, Paul and Eloise H. Meneses. Incarnational Ministry: Planting Churches in Band, Tribal, 

Peasant, and Urban Societies. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1995. 
 
 
BASIC OUTLINE 
 
20 Oct  Introduction: The Biblical Foundation  
 
21 Oct  Personal Cultural Awareness  
  **Personal Cross-cultural Inventory paper due. 
 
  Values and Worldview 
 
22 Oct  Religion as a Universal Reality 
  Case Study Methodology 
 
23 Oct  Understanding Culture Using Anthropological Lenses 
  **Personal Grid/group Assessment paper due. 
 
24 Oct  Transforming Culture 
 
 
27 Oct  Dynamics of Communicating Across Cultures 
  **Lingenfelter: Agents of Transformation interaction due. 
 
28 Oct  Dynamics continued 
 
29 Oct  Contextualization Foundations 
  **Dyrness: Invitation to Cross-cultural Theology interaction due. 
 
30 Oct  Strategies for Cross-Cultural Ministry and Two-Thirds World Missions 
   
31 Oct  Final Exam 
 
 



MCS/PTH 529 Foundations of Cross-Cultural Ministry 
Page 3 
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
Lectures, small group discussion, video presentation(s), book interactions, case study analysis and 
quizzes, research/case study paper, and final exam. 
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
1. Reading of the required textbooks and assigned readings, with reading interactions—one to 

two pages—on the Dyrness and Lingenfelter: Agents texts. Assigned collateral readings will 
be placed on reserve in the library for reading or photocopying. Graduate study assumes 
readings are complete and the student is conversant in the content. Students will be asked to 
affirm the completion of readings at exam time. 

 
2. Successful completion of case study quizzes and a final exam. 
 
3. Papers to be written (typed, double-spaced, including your name and the title of the paper): 

a. Due Oct.21: Students are to read the Lingenfelter/Mayers text and complete the 
questionnaire on pages 29-33, the analysis on page 34, and the personal profile on 
page 35. Based on the results of the profile, write a 2-3-page Personal Cross-cultural 
Inventory: Due Tues. Oct. 21. The paper should show what you learned about 
yourself, possible explanations or illustrations of your profile, how you have changed 
from a previous time in your life, the validity of your results, etc. Please address all 
six areas of the profile, citing your coordinates.  
DUE DATE:  Tuesday, October 21. 

  
b. Students are to read the Lingenfelter Transforming Culture text and complete the 

questionnaire on pages 38-48 and the personal grid/group assessment on pages 49-
50. Based on the results of the assessment, write a 2-3-page description of the social 
games which are typical of your workplace, household, and church. The paper 
should show what you learned about your group interactions, the implications of the 
games for your ministry, and your reflection on the usefulness of this tool, etc. 
DUE DATE:  Thursday, October 23.  

 
c. & d. The interactions with Lingenfelter/Agents and Dyrness/Invitation texts are due on 

October 27 and 29. The 2-3-page interaction should affirm that the student 
completed the reading of the book, cite some of its strengths and weaknesses, 
evaluate its significance, reflect on how the book applies to the student’s present or 
future ministry, etc. Please do not retell the content of the book.  

  
e. Research/Case study paper (case study to be approved by instructor by Oct 30): (10-

15 pages). Please note that the grade will be reduced one letter grade per week for 
late work.  Further details and instructions for the paper will be explained in class. 
They are to be typed in a 12-point font, double spaced, according to Turabian’s 6th 
edition guidelines. Please include a title page, table of contents page, and references 
cited page. DUE DATE:  November 17.
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4. Faithful attendance to class (as per the Student Handbook) and participation in 

discussions/groups. 
 
 
GRADING PROCEDURE 
 
Attendance and class participation 10% 
Two textbook interactions 20% 
Cross-cultural inventory paper 10% 
Grid/group assessment paper 10% 
Quizzes 10% 
Research/case study paper 20% 
Final exam 20% 
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_______. "God's Model For Cross-Cultural Communication—The Incarnation." Evangelical 

Missions Quarterly  (EMQ) 9 (summer 1973a): 205-16. 
 
________. "The Incarnation, Cross-Cultural Communication, and Communication Theory." EMQ 9 

(fall 1973b):277-84. 
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Nida, Eugene A. Message and Mission: The Communication of the Christian Faith. revised. 
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Smith, Donald K. Make Haste Slowly: Developing Effective Cross-Cultural Communication. 

Portland, OR: Institute for International Christian Communication, 1984. 
 



MCS/PTH 529 Foundations of Cross-Cultural Ministry 
Page 6 
 
Contextualization 
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(Bibliography from Dr. Warren Newberry—Visiting Professor of Missions) 
 
 
WEBSITES 
 
www.strategicnetwork.org—multiple e-zines on cross-cultural issues 
www.missiology.org—connected to Dr. Gailyn Van Rheenen at Abilene Christian University 
www.gmi.org—site for the Global Mapping project 
www.omsc.org—site for Overseas Ministries Study Center at Yale University 
www.ad2000.org—site focused on world evangelization plan 
www.gsmweb.org—site for American Society of Missiologists 
www.mislinks.org—site of Scott Moreau, editor of massive Evangelical Dictionary of Mission 
www.ethnicharvest.org—key links to ethnic church planting in the U.S. 
www.gocn.org—site for Gospel and Culture Network 
 
 
SPECIFIC DATA 
 
Prepared by Barbara L. Cavaness, July, 2003. 
 


