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COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

An examination of the origin and development of the North American Pentecostal and
Charismatic movements in the 20th century. Key personalities and theological issues will also be
highlighted.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Upon successful completion of this course the student should be able:

1. To examine aspects of the history of Pentecostalism including the Charismatic movement
through the use of primary and secondary literature.

2. To discern the contributions that Pentecostalism has made to modern Christianity and
Christian spirituality.

3. To analyze the nature of contemporary Pentecostalism: the changing social contexts of
its participants, their diversity, and essential unity.

TEXTBOOKS

Bartleman, Frank. Azusa Street: The Roots of Modern-day Pentecost. S. Plainfield, N.J.: Bridge
Publishing, 1980.

Murray W. Dempster, Byron D. Klaus, Douglas Petersen, eds. The Globalization of
Pentecostalism: A Religion Made to Travel. Irvine, Calif.: Regnum Books, 1999.

Martin, Larry E., ed. The Topeka Outpouring of 1901. Rev. Ed. Joplin, Mo.: Christian Life
Books, 2000.
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Synan, Vinson. A Century of the Holy Spirit: 100 Years of Pentecostal and Charismatic
Renewal. Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2001.

Wacker, Grant. Heaven Below: Early Pentecostals and American Culture. Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard University Press, 2001.

COURSE OUTLINE

Monday Introduction to the course

November 5 Historical and theological background
Tuesday Early Pentecostal revivals

November 6 Expansion and theological controversies
Wednesday Recognition by evangelicals

November 7 Latter Rain and Healing Movements
Thursday Charismatic renewal in the churches
November 8 Theological and spiritual significance
Friday Contemporary classical Pentecostalism
November 9 Independent Pentecostals\charismatics

End-of-the-century revivals

METHODOLOGY

Lecture and discussion led by the instructor.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

A. Pre-Session

1. Read Martin’s Topeka Outpouring and prepare a five-page reflection paper of
your observations of the Topeka revival and early Pentecostalism. Organize
carefully, double-space, and proofread carefully.

2. Read Bartleman’s_Azusa Street and prepare a five-page reflection paper of your
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observations of the Azusa Street revival. Follow the same instructions as above.

3. Read Wacker’s Heaven Below.

4. Read the following chapters in Synan’s_Century of the Holy Spirit: 1-6

5. Read the following chapters in Dempster’s_Globalization: Introductory essay by
Petersen, 1, 2, 5; essay by Klaus, 6-11, essay by Bonino; essay by Dempster, 14-
16, essay by Cox.
B. Session
1. Attendance at all sessions of the class.
2. Begin reading the following chapters in Synan: 7-15.
C. Post-Session
1. Prepare an eight page book review of Wacker’s Heaven Below with the following
questions in mind: What is his thesis about the nature of Pentecostalism? What
evidence does he provide to substantiate his argument? Do you agree or disagree
with it? What did you learn about early Pentecostals from the book?
2. Comprehensive Examination (to be taken after all reading and the book review are
completed)

DUE: December 7, 2001

GRADING PROCEDURE

The final grade will be based on the following:

Reflection paper (Martin) 20%
Reflection paper (Bartleman) 20%
Book review (Wacker) 25%
Comprehensive examination 35%

NOTE: Work received after the post-session due date specified in the
syllabus will result in a change of grade fee ($15.00) being charged, even
when an extension has been granted by the instructor.



HISB 528 Pentecostal & Charismatic Movements
Gary B. McGee
Page 4

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

1. The most valuable resources for locating information on the Pentecostal and
Charismatic Movements are the following:

Jones, Charles Edwin. A Guide to the Study of the Holiness Movement. Metuchen, N.J.:
Scarecrow Press, 1974.

. Black Holiness: A Guide to the Study of Black Participation in Wesleyan
Perfectionist and Glossolalic Pentecostal Movements. Metuchen, N.J.: Scarecrow
Press, 1987.

. The Charismatic Movement: A Guide to the Study of Neo-Pentecostalism
with Emphasis on Anglo-American Sources. Metuchen, N.J.: Scarecrow Press,
1995.

Burgess, Stanley M., ed. New International Dictionary of Pentecostal and Charismatic
Movements. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 2001.

DuPree, Sherry Sherrod. Biographical Dictionary of African-American, Holiness-
Pentecostals, 1880-1990. Washington, D.C.: Middle Atlantic Regional Press,
1989.

2. For information on the sociological, cultural, and theological origins and/or
development of Pentecostalsim, consult:

Anderson, Robert Mapes. Vision of the Disinherited: The making of American
Pentecostalism. New York: Oxford University Press, 1979.

Bloch-Hoell, Nils. The Pentecostal Movement. Oslo: Universitetsforlaget, 1964.

Blumhofer, Edith L., et al., eds. Pentecostal Currents in American Protestantism. Chicago:
University of Illinois Press, 1999.

Bruner, Frederick Dale. A Theology of the Holy Spirit. Grand Rapids: William B.
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1970.
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Burgess, Stanley M. The Spirit in the Church: Antiquity. Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson
Publishers, 1984.
. The Holy Spirit: Eastern Christian Traditions. Peabody, Mass.:
Hendrickson Publishers, 1984.

. The Holy Spirit: Medieval Roman Catholic and Reformation Traditions.
Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson Publishers 1997.

Cleary, Edward L., et al., eds. Power, Politics, and Pentecostals in Latin America.
Boulder, Col.: Westview Press, 1997.

Dayton, Donald W. Theological Roots of Pentecostalism. Grand Rapids: Zondervan
Publishing House, 1987.

Elbert, Paul, ed. Essay on Apostolic Themes. Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson Publishers,
1985.

. Faces of Renewal. Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson Publishers, 1985.

Goff, Jr., James R. Fields White Unto Harvest: Charles F. Parham and The Missionary
Origins of Pentecostalism. Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press, 1988.

Hollenweger, Walter J. Pentecostalism: Origins and Developments Worldwide. Peabody,
Mass.: Hendrickson Publishers, 1997.

Horton, Wade H., ed. The Glossolalia Phenomenon. Cleveland, Tenn.: Pathway Press,
1966.

Hunter, Harold D. Spirit-Baptism. Lanham, Md.: University Press of America, 1983.

Jongeneel, Jan A.B., ed. Experiences of the Spirit: Conference on the Pentecostal and
Charismatic Research in Europe at Utrecht University, 1991. Studies in the
intercultural History of Christianity. New York: Peter Lang, 1992.

Karkkainen, Veli-Matti. Ad ultimum terrae: Evangelization, Proselytism and Common
Witness in the Roman Catholic Pentecostal Dialogue (1990-1997). New York:
Peter Lang, 1999.

Kydd, Ronald A.N. Charismatic Gifts in the Early Church. Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson
Publishers, 1984.
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. Healing through the Centuries: Models for Understanding. Peabody, Mass.:
Hendrickson Publishers, 1998.

Lederley, Henry I. Treasures Old and New: Interpretations of “Spirit-Baptism” in the
Charismatic Movement. Peabody, Mass.: Henderickson Publishers, 1988.

McGee, Gary B., ed. Initial Evidence: Historical and Biblical Perspectives on the
Pentecostal Doctrine of Spirit Baptism. Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson Publishers,
1991.

. “Pentecostal Phenomena and Revivals in India: Implications for Indigenous
Church Leadership.”International Bulletin of Missionary Research. 20 (July
1996): 112-117.

. “Power from on High: A Historical Perspective on the Radical Strategy in
Missions.” Assemblies of God Heritage (Part 1) 15 (Winter 1995-96): 18-23; 16
(Spring 1996): 20-26.

. “Short-cut to Language Preparation: Radical Evangelicals, Missions, and the
Gift of Tongues.” International Bulletin of Missionary Research 25 (July 2001):

Wonsuk Ma and Robert P. Menzies, eds. Pentecostalism in Context: Essays in Honor of
William W. Menzies. Sheffied, U.K.: Sheffield Academic Press, 1997.

Nichol, John Thomas. The Pentecostals. Plainfield, N.J.: Logos, 1966.

Nienkirchen, Charles W._A.B. Simpson and the Pentecostal Movement. Peabody, Mass.:
Hendrickson Publishers 1992,

Poewe, Karla., ed. Charismatic Christianity as a Global Culture. Columbia, S.C.:
University of South Carolina Press, 1994.

Spittler, Russell P., ed. Perspectives on the New Pentecostalism. Grand Rapids: Baker
Book House, 1976.

Synan, Vinson. The Holiness-Pentecostal Tradition: Charismatic Movements in the
Twentieth Century. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company,
1997.
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Synan, Vinson, ed. Aspects of Pentecostal-Charismatic Origins. Plainfield, N.J.: Logos
international, 1974.

For information on the Assemblies of God, the following should be consulted:

Blumhofer, Edith L. The Assemblies of God: A Chapter in the Story of American
Pentecostalism. Springfield, Mo.: Gospel Publishing House, 1989.

. Restoring the Faith: The Assemblies of God, Pentecostalism, and American
Culture. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1993.

Horton, Stanley M. Systematic Theology: A Pentecostal Perspective. Rev. Ed.
Springfield, Mo.: Gospel Publishing House, 1995.

Lyon, Ruth A., comp. A History of Home Missions of the Assemblies of God.
Springfield, Mo.: Division of Home Missions, 1992.

McGee, Gary B. This Gospel Shall Be Preached: A History and Theology of Assemblies
of God Foreign Missions to 1959. Springfield, Mo.: Gospel Publishing House,
1986; vol. 2, 1989.

. People of the Spirit: The Assemblies of God. Springfield, Mo.: Gospel
Publishing House, 1997.

Menzies, William W. Anointed to Serve: The Story of the Assemblies of God.
Springfield, Mo.: Gospel Publishing House, 1987. Available through AGTS
only.

Poloma, Margaret M. The Assemblies of God at the Crossroads. Knoxville: University of
Tennessee Press, 1989.

Where We Stand. Springfield, Mo.: Gospel Publishing House, 1990. Contains most of the

AG “position papers.”
For information on the charismatic renewal, consult the following:

McDonnell, Kilian, ed. Presence, Power, Praise: Documents on the Charismatic Renewal.
Collegeville, Minn.: Liturgical Press, 1980.
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Synan, Vinson. The Twentieth-Century Pentecostal Explosion. Altamonte Springs, Fla.:
Creation House, 1987.

Quebedeaux, Richard._ The New Charismatics Il. New York: Harper and Row, 1983.

5. For information on Glossolalia, consult the following:

Mills, Watson E. Charismatic Religion in Modern Research: A Bibliography Macon, Ga.:
Mercer University Press, 1984.

Mills, Watson E., ed. Speaking in Tongues: A Guide to Research on Glossolalias Grand
Rapids: William. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1986.

. Speaking in Tongues: A Classified Bibliography. Franklin Springs, Ga.:
Society for Pentecostal Studies, 1974.

6. Archival Resources: Major collections available for research:

Flower Pentecostal Heritage Center, AG Headquarters Complex

David J. DuPlessis Center for Christian Spirituality, Fuller Theological Seminary
Hal Bernard Dixon, Jr., Pentecostal Resource Center, Cleveland, Tennessee
Holy Spirit Collection, Oral Roberts University

International Pentecostal Holiness Archives, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

SPECIFIC DATA

Syllabus prepared by Gary B. McGee, May 16, 2001.



HISB 528 Pentecostal & Charismatic Movements
Gary B. McGee
Page 9



