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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This interdisciplinary course is designed to prepare the student for effective ministry in the
complexities of cross-cultural and sub cultural settings. Foundational issues related to applied
missions anthropology, intercultural communication, and contextualization will be addressed.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of this study of the interrelated disciplines of applied missionary anthropology,
intercultural communications, and contextualization, the student will be able to

1. Demonstrate an understanding of significant terminology used in the three disciplines.

2. Demonstrate an understanding of the essential concepts of cultural anthropology, cross-

cultural communication, and contextualization.

Identify and discuss the components of culture and various worldviews.

Explain the importance of anthropology to the mission of the Church.

5. Recognize his/her cultural presuppositions and values and their impact on the effective cross-
cultural communication of the Gospel.

6. Recognize the various ways in which one communicates, both verbally and non-verbally.

Understand and utilize effective communication theory in a cross-cultural exchange.

8. Recognize and formulate appropriate and effective applications of contextualization in a
variety of areas and settings.

How

~

TEXTBOOKS

Dyrness, William A. Invitation to Cross-Cultural Theology: Case Studies in Vernacular
Theologies. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1992.

Grunlan, Stephen A. and Marvin K. Mayers. Cultural Anthropology: A Christian Perspective,
2" ed. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1988.

Kraft, Charles H. Communication Theory for Christian Witness, revised ed. Maryknoll, NY:
Orbis Books, 1994.
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METHODOLOGY

The teaching-learning approach will blend pedagogical and andragogical principles.
Methodologies will include lectures, class discussion and dialogue, small group interaction,
dynamic team learning, video presentation(s), collateral reading, applied research, and a final
examination.

COURSE OUTLINE

. INTRODUCTION

II. CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY
A. The Language of Cultural Anthropology
B. The Discipline of Cultural Anthropology
C. The Principles of Cultural Anthropology
D. The Application of Cultural Anthropology

1. INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION
A. The Language of Intercultural Communication
B. The Discipline of Intercultural Communication
C. The Principles of Intercultural Communication
D. The Utilization of Intercultural Communication

IV. CONTEXTUALIZATION

The Language of Contextualization

The Discipline of Contextualization
The Principles of Contextualization

The Utilization of Contextualization

COow>

V. SUMMARY CONCERNS

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. CLASSROOM PARTICIPATION: Attendance, punctuality, and preparation are expected.
The course grade will be lowered if absences exceed 10% of the total class time.

2. TEXTBOOKS: Read and study the textbooks carefully. Be prepared to demonstrate a
thorough knowledge of the material in the class discussions, in the assignments, and on the
final examination.

3. COLLATERAL READING: Read an additional 500 pages from 3 or 4 different sources
(including pertinent journal articles). Only reading done specifically for this course may be
reported. Complete a collateral reading report of not more than 2 pages (double-spaced) for
each source. Each report should include the following:
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Student’s name

Citation of reference (bibliographical entry)

The total pages read from this source

At least three major contributions to learning made by the author
The student’s response to each of the identified contributions

4. ORAL PRESENTATION: Each student will give a 15-minute overview of one of the
chapters in the William Dyrness text. Collateral material may be utilized. He/she will then
lead the class in a 10-minute discussion of the topic. (Chapter assignments will be made the
first day of class. If two or more students are assigned to a single chapter, they will share the
presentation responsibilities.)

5. RESEARCH PAPER: A 12 - 15 page research paper on a topic of interest related to the
student’s present or anticipated ministry. The paper may relate to one or all three of the
intercultural ministry disciplines. Kate L. Turabian Sixth Edition format is required.

6. FINAL EXAMINATION: A take-home final examination will be given. (Students may use
notes, textbooks, or related sources in answering this evaluative instrument.) The professor
must receive the examination by or before October 8, 2001. Examinations received after
the due date will be penalized by 4 points per day.

DUE DATES FOR COURSE ASSIGNMENTS

ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE
Final Examination Monday — October 8, 2001
Collateral Reading Report Monday - November 5, 2001
Research Paper Monday - December 3, 2001

GRADING PROCEDURE

ASSSIGNMENT PERCENTAGE OF THE FINAL GRADE
Collateral Reading 15%
Participation & Oral 15%
Presentation
Final Examination 35%
Research Paper 35%
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