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COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

A careful exegetical study of each of these three prophetical books with emphasis on uncovering
the intended theology and then making applications for preaching to the church today.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Upon successful completion of this course the student should be able to:

1. Discuss the meaning of key passages in each of these books as well as the structure,
message, and theology of the book as a whole in relation to the times of the prophet.

      2. Apply the principles taught in these books to Christians today.

TEXTBOOKS

Required:

The Holy Bible Contemporary English Version.  New York:  American Bible Society, 1995.

Hubbard, David Allan. Hosea: An Introduction and Commentary. Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1989.

Hubbard, David Allan. Joel and Amos: An Introduction and Commentary,
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1989.

Recommended:

McComiskey, Thomas Edward, ed.  The Minor Prophets:  Vol. 1, Hosea, Joel, Amos. 
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Grand Rapids:  Baker, 1992.
Or

Stuart, Douglas.  Hosea - Jonah.  Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 31.  Waco, TX:  Word Books, 
1987.

COURSE OUTLINE

Monday, Tuesday--Amos
Wednesday, Thursday--Hosea
Friday--Joel

METHODOLOGY

Lecture and discussion, readings and interaction, exegetical research and writing

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

A. Pre-Session

1. Read Hosea, Joel, and Amos in the CEV.

2. Read the introductions to the commentaries on Hosea, Joel, and Amos in the
textbooks by Hubbard.

3. Read the enclosed article on Amos 9:9-15 by Kaiser.

4. .Read the enclosed articles by Limburg and De Roche on the so-called "prophetic
lawsuit speeches." Type a 2-3 page response to them including which one seems
stronger or do they really differ much in the final application to the Bible
passages. Comment on how they affect how you will understand these passages
in the prophets from now on.

 5. Read at least _ hour in a few of the best sources on the intent of Hosea 6:1-3,
besides Hubbard, and including Stuart (WBC). Turn in a list of what you read.

6. Read the enclosed article on Hosea 11:1 by Kaiser and find a few more of the best
sources on how Matthew understood this passage to relate to baby Jesus. Type a
2-3 page response to Kaiser's view giving pros and cons and your own
conclusion on what Matthew meant and its relation to what Hosea meant.



BOTB 538 Preaching From Hosea, Joel, Amos
Roger D. Cotton
Page 3

           
7. Read at least 1 hour in some of the best sources on Peter's use of Joel 2:28-32 in

Acts 2.  Turn in a list of what you read.

8. Read the enclosed chapter on preaching from the prophets by Kaiser.
DUE: All Pre-Session work must be submitted at the beginning of the first 

class, Monday, November 4, 2002.

B. Session
1. Punctual attendance at all sessions is expected.

            2. Participation in class discussion is important to clarify for each student the issues,
principles, and theological concepts being covered.

3. Turn in on Wednesday, Nov. 6, a flow of thought diagram of the passage chosen
for the exegetical sermon or paper.  (Instructions are enclosed and will be
discussed.)

C. Post-Session

1. Finish reading the commentary textbooks by Hubbard.

2. Type up your own theological outline of the message, in terms of principles and
themes, for each of the three books.  (Instructions will be provided.)

3. Do thorough exegetical research and biblical-theological analysis of a passage of
your choice of about 4 to 12 verses and either type up the results in a paper of
10-12 typed pages OR a thorough sermon outline.  (Instructions will be
provided.)  A bibliography must be turned in of all sources consulted in the
research.

DUE:  All Post-Session work must be postmarked no later than February 8, 2003.

Submit Assignments to: Dr. Roger Cotton
Assemblies of God Theological Seminary
1445 Boonville Avenue
Springfield, MO  65802

GRADING PROCEDURE
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Reading and Class participation        15%
Responses to articles 10% each
Theological outlines of each book                10% each
Exegetical research paper or sermon 35%

NOTE: Work received after the post-session due date specified in the syllabus will
result in a change of grade fee ($15.00) being charged, even when an extension has
been granted by the instructor.

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Achtemeier, Elizabeth.  Minor Prophets I.  NIBC.  Peabody, MA:  Hendrickson, 1996.

_____. “The Book of Joel.” In The New Interpreter’s Bible, ed. Leander E. Keck,
7:299-336. Nashville: Abingdon, 1996.

Allen, Leslie C.      The Books of Joel, Obadiah, Jonah and Micah   .  NICOT.  Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans, 1976.

Andersen, Francis I., and David Noel Freedman.  Hosea: A New Translation with Introduction
and Commentary.  The Anchor Bible.  Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 1980.

        .   Amos:  A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary.  The Anchor Bible.
Garden City, New York:  Doubleday, 1989.

Barker, Kenneth, ed. The NIV Study Bible. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995.

Beecher, Willis Judson.  The Prophets and The Promise.  Grand Rapids:  Baker, reprint from
1905.

Braun, Michael A.  "James' Use of Amos at the Jerusalem Council: Steps Toward a Possible
Solution of the Textual and Theological Problems."  Journal of the Evangelical Theological
Society 20 (June 1977): 113-121.

Bright, John.  A History of Israel.  3rd ed.  Philadelphia:  Westminster Press, 1981.

Brueggemann, Walter.  Tradition for Crisis: A Study in Hosea.  Richmond, VA:  John Knox
Press, 1968.

Bullock, C. Hassell.  An Introduction to the Old Testament Prophetic Books.  Chicago:  Moody
Press, 1986.
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Carrol R., Mark Daniel.  Contexts for Amos: Prophetic Politics in Latin American Perspective. 
Sheffield, England:  Sheffield, 1992.

Clements, R. E.  Prophecy and Covenant.  London:  SCM Press, 1965.

Cripps, Richard S.  A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Book of Amos.  London:
SPCK, 1969.

Davies, G.I.  Hosea. NCBC. Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans, 1992.

De Roche, Michael.  “Yahweh’s Rib Against Israel:  A Reassessment of the So-Called ‘Prophetic
Lawsuit’ in the Pre-exilic Prophets.”  Journal of Biblical Literature 102/4 (1983):  563-74.

Finley, Thomas J.  Joel, Amos, Obadiah.  Wycliffe Exegetical Commentary.  Chicago:  Moody,
 1990.

Gemser, B.  "The Rib -- or Controversy -- Pattern in Hebrew Mentality."  Supplements to Vetus
Testamentum 3: 120-137.  Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1969.

Gordis, Robert.  "The Composition and Structure of Amos."  Harvard Theological Review 33
(October 1940): 239-251.

Griffin, William P. “Commentary on the Book of Joel.” In Complete Biblical Library: Old
Testament, Vol. 15, Study Bible, Daniel-Malachi, ed. Thoralf Gilbrant and Gregory A.
Lint.  Springfield, MO:  World Library Press, 1999.

Harris, R. Laird, Gleason L. Archer, Jr., and Bruce K. Waltke, eds.  Theological Wordbook of the
Old Testament.  2 vols. Chicago:  Moody Press, 1980.

Hasel, Gerhard F.  The Remnant.  3d ed.  Berrien Springs, MI:  Andrews University Press, 1980.

_____.  Understanding the Book of Amos:  Basic Issues in Current Interpretations.  Grand
Rapids:  Baker, 1991.

Henderson, Ebenezer.  The Twelve Minor Prophets.  1858; reprint, Grand Rapids:  Baker Book
House, 1980.

Hildebrandt, Wilf. An Old Testament Theology of the Spirit of God. Peabody, MA:
Hendrickson, 1995.
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Horton, Stanley M.  What the Bible Says About the Holy Spirit.  Springfield, MO: Gospel 
Publishing House, 1976.

_____. . “Commentary on the Book of Amos.” In Complete Biblical Library: Old Testament,
Vol. 15, Study Bible, Daniel-Malachi, ed. Thoralf Gilbrant and Gregory A. Lint. 
Springfield, MO:  World Library Press, 1999.

_____. Acts. Springfield, MO: Logion, 2001.

House, Paul R.  Old Testament Theology.  Downer’s Grove, IL:  InterVarsity Press, 1998.

Hubbard, David Allan.  Joel and Amos:  An Introduction and Commentary.  TOTC.  Downers
Grove, IL:  Inter-Varsity Press, 1989.

_____.  Hosea:  An Introduction and Commentary.  TOTC.  Downers Grove, IL:  Inter-Varsity
Press, 1989.

Hummel, Horace D.  The Word Becoming Flesh.  St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1979.

Janzen, Waldemar.  Mourning Cry and Woe Oracle.  New york:  Walter de Gruyter, 1972.

Kaiser, Walter C., Jr.  The Uses of the Old Testament in the New.  Chicago:  Moody Press,
1985, 

_____.  Toward an Exegetical Theology.  Grand Rapids:  Baker Book House, 1981.

_____.  Toward an Old Testament Theology.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1978

_____. The Messiah in the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995

Kidner, Derek.  Love to the Loveless:  The Message of Hosea.  Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity
Press, 1981.

King, Philip J.  Amos, Hosea, Micah-An Archaeological Commentary.  Philadelphia:
Westminster Press, 1988.

Koch, Klaus.  The Prophets:  Volume One, The Assyrian Period.  Philadelphia:  Fortress Press,
1983.

Kohlenberger, John R., III,  and James W. Swanson. The Hebrew English Concordance To The
Old Testament With The New International Version. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998.
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Laetsch, Theo.  The Minor Prophets.  St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1956.

Lewis, Jack P.  The Minor Prophets.  Grand Rapids:  Baker Book House, 1966.

Limburg, J.  "The Root Rib and the Prophetic Lawsuit Speeches."  Journal of Biblical Literature
88 (1969):  291-304.

_____. Hosea-Micah.  Interpretation:  A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching. Atlanta:
 John Knox Press, 1988.

Mays, James Luther.  Amos:  A Commentary.  OTL Series.  London:  SCM Press, LTD, 1969.

            .  Hosea:  A Commentary.  OTL.  Philadelphia:  Westminster Press, 1969.
McComiskey, Thomas Edward.  "Amos"  In The Expositor's Bible Commentary, ed. Frank E. 

Gaebelein, 7: 269-331.  Grand Rapids:  Publishing House, 1985.

            , ed.  The Minor Prophets:  An Exegetical and Expository Commentary. Vol. 1 Hosea,
Joel, and Amos.  Grand Rapids:  Baker, 1992.

McQueen, Larry R.  Joel and The Spirit: The Cry of a Prophetic Hermeneutic. Sheffield,
England:  Sheffield, 1995.

Moo, Douglas J.  “The Problem of Sensus Plenior.”  In Hermeneutics, Authority, and Canon, ed.
D.A. Carson and John D. Woodbridge, 179-211.  Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1986.

Motyer, J. A.  The Message of Amos: The Day of the Lion.  Downers Grove, IL:  InterVarsity
 Press, 1974.

Patterson, Richard D.  “Joel.”  In The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, ed.  Frank E. Gaebelein,
7:229-266.  Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1985.

Paul, Shalom M.  Amos.  Hermeneia.  Minneapolis:  Fortress, 1991.

Perry, Lloyd Merle.  A Manual for Biblical Preaching.  Grand Rapids:  Baker, 1965.

Polley, Max E.  Amos and the Davidic Empire:  A Socio-Historical Approach.  New York:
Oxford University Press, 1989.

Prinsloo, Willem S.      The        Theology       of       the        Book       of       Joel   .  New York:  Walter de Gruyter, 1985.
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Robeck, Cecil M., Jr.  “Prophecy, Gift of:  I. Prophetic Speech in the Ancient World.”  In
Dictionary of Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements, ed. Stanley M. Burgess and Gary
B. McGee, 728-732.  Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1988.

Rowley, H. H.  "The Marriage of Hosea."  In Man of God:  Studies in Old Testament History
and Prophecy, 66-97.  New York: Thomas Nelson and Sons Ltd., 1963.

Ryken, Leland, James C. Wilhoit, and Tremper Longmen III, eds.  Dictionary of Biblical 
Imagery.  Downers Grove, IL:  InterVarsity Press, 1998.

Smith, Gary V.  Amos: A Commentary.  Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1989.

_____.  “Prophet; Prophecy.”  In International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. Geoffrey W. 
Bromiley, 3:986-1004.  Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans, 1986.

Stuart, Douglas.  Hosea - Jonah.  Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 31.  Waco, TX:  Word Books, 
1987.

_____.  Old Testament Exegesis:  A Primer for Students and Pastors.  2d ed.  Philadelphia:
Westminster Press, 1984.

Swaim, Gerald G.  "Hosea the Statesman."  In Biblical and Near Eastern Studies, ed. by Gary A.
Tuttle, 177-183.  Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans, 1978.

Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament.  Edited by Botterweck and Ringgren.  Incomplete.
Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans.

Van Gemeren, Willem A.  Interpreting the Prophetic Word.  Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1990.

______.  ed.  New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis.  5 vols. 
Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1997.

Von Orelli, C.  The Twelve Minor Prophets.  Translated by J. S. Banks.  T & T Clark, 1897;
reprint, Minneapolis, MN:  Klock & Klock Christian Publishers, 1977.

Wolff, Hans Walter.  Joel and Amos:  A Commentary on the Books of the Prophets Joel and
Amos.  Translated by Waldemar Janzen, S. Dean McBride, Jr., and Charles A.
Muenchow.  Edited by S. Dean McBride, Jr.  Hermeneia. Philadelphia:  Fortress Press,
1977.
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______.  Hosea: A Commentary on the Book of the Prophet Hosea.  Translated by Gary
Stansell.  Edited by Paul D. Hanson.  Hermeneia.  Philadelphia:  Fortress Press,
1974.

Wigram.  The New Englishman's Hebrew Concordance: Coded to Strong's Concordance
Numbering System.  Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1984.

Yee, Gale A. “The Book of Hosea.” In The New Interpreter’s Bible, ed. Leander E. Keck, 7:195-
297. Nashville: Abingdon, 1996.

SPECIFIC DATA

Syllabus prepared by Roger D. Cotton, January, 2002.


