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COURSE SYLLABUS 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
An exposition of the inherent problems encountered by a communicator attempting 
meaningful dialogue in a cross-cultural setting. Variations in basic cultural values are 
seen as factors in interpersonal relations. Cultural encapsulation, ethnocentrism and non-
verbal assumptions are other elements to be considered. 
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
Upon termination of this study, the student will be able to: 
 
1.     Describe basic communication theory. 
 
2.     Show the relationship of his/her own cultural encapsulation with verbal and non-

verbal communications. 
 
3.     Speak about personal ethnocentrism, identify it in others, and show its effect on 

human perceptions and communications. 
 
4.     Describe human cultural value systems and the significance of their variations to 

understanding people. 
 
5.     Discover his/her own cultural speech habits as a basis upon which to suggest 

methods of improving communication in a foreign environment. 
 
 
TEXTBOOKS 
 
Required Textbooks: 
 
Hesselgrave, David J. Communicating Christ Cross-Culturally, 2nd ed. Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 1991. 
 



Tarr, Del. Cross-cultural Communications: A Study Guide. ICI, 1996. (See session 
requirements #2 for selected chapters.) 

 
Tarr, Del. Double Image: Biblical Insights from African Parables. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist 

Press, 1994. 
 
Required Selected Readings: 
 
NOTE: This material will be located on reserve at the D.V. Hurst library. Consult session 
requirements #3 for selected chapter. 
 
Kraft, Charles. Christianity in Culture. Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 1981. 
 
 
COURSE OUTLINE 
 
        I.     Traditional Models of Communication 
        II.    Ethnicity and its boundaries 
        III.   Ethnicity and Non-verbal communication 
        IV.    Value orientations of cultural variables 
        V.     Worldview and ethnocentricity 
 
 
COURSE METHODOLOGY 
 
        Lecture 
        Student Participation 
        Visuals 
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
A. Pre-session 
 

1. Read the assigned textbooks. (Pages 1-524 in Hesselgrave. All of Tarr's 
Double Image; Lessons 2, 6, 10, and 13 in Tarr's Study Guide (see below). 
 

2. Read and integrate the material by Tarr and Hesselgrave. 
 
NOTE: The lessons in Tarr (Study Guide) you will be responsible for are 
Chapters 2, 6, 10, &13. They represent material generally not covered in 
Hesselgrave. The glossary at the end of Tarr's Study Guide will be of great 
help in reading Hesselgrave for those who do not already have a working 
knowledge of communication jargon. 
  

 



3. Reading Assignments in Tarr's Study Guide (ICI): 
Lesson 2 - Attitudes About Change  
Lesson 6 - Variations in Value Orientations  
Lesson 10 - Indirection as a Tool in Effective Speaking 
Lesson 13 - Kinship vs. Individualism  

 
B. Session 
 

1. Attendance at all sessions. 
 
2. Participation in class discussion. 

 
3. Read and be prepared to discuss the following material. It is on reserve in the 

D.V Hurst library:  
 

Kraft, Charles. Christianity in Culture. 
Chapter 8, Communicating Within Cultures (pp. 147-166) 

 
C. Post-Session 
 

1. Completion of a take-home final exam. 
DUE: Exam must be postmarked no later than: 

 
2. Complete a 12-15-page paper on the projected personal adjustment needed to 

communicate effectively with a specific foreign target audience (chosen by 
student, approved by instructor). 
DUE: All post-session assignments must be postmarked no later than: 

 
Absenteeism or delinquency on due dates for class assignments will reduce 
the student's grade at the discretion of the teacher. 

                 
Submit all assignments to: AGTS Continuing Education 

ATTN: Dr. Del Tarr 
1435 North Glenstone Avenue 
Springfield, MO  65802 

 
NOTE: All work received after the post-session due date will result in a change of grade 
fee ($15.00) being charged, even though an extension has been granted b y the instructor. 
 
 
GRADING PROCEDURE 
 

Class Participation             20% 
Final Exam                      40% 
Research Paper            40% 

 



SPECIFIC DATA 
 
Syllabus prepared by Del Tarr, April 2001. Revised August 2002. 
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