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COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will focus on a consideration of the pastor’s work in the local
congregation, including a study of one’s role in leading and serving the congregation.
Emphasis is given to the roles and expectations facing pastors today.  Also, some
attention will be given to the specific duties found in pastoral ministry such as the
preparation for and conducting of weddings, funerals, and baptismal services.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to:

1. Articulate a thorough biblical theology for pastoral ministry with Scriptural
references relating to the work of a servant leader.

2. Understand the crucial role of the Holy Spirit in the empowering of the pastor for the
work of the ministry.

3. Recognize the various roles that are encompassed in pastoral ministry.

4. Develop a plan for the training and equipping of pastoral staff and volunteer workers
for ministry in the local church and in the community.

5. Assess the proper role and involvement of the pastor in denominational and
community events.

6. Recognize the need for sensitivity in conducting funerals, weddings, Holy
communion, Water Baptism and other types of events associated with a pastor’s role
in the church and community.
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REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS

Berkley, James D., Ed.  Leadership Handbooks of Practical Theology, 3 Volumes.  Grand
Rapids, MI:  Baker Books, 1994.

Anderson, Leith.  Leadership That Works: Hope and Direction for Church and
Parachurch Leaders in Today’ Complex World.  Minneapolis, MN: Bethany
House, 1999.

Johnson, Spencer, M.D.  Who Moved My Cheese?  New York, NY: G. P. Putnam’s
Sons, 1998.

RECOMMENDED TEXTBOOKS

Anderson, Ray S.  The Soul of Ministry: Forming Leaders for God’s People.  Louisville,
KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 1997.

Trask, Thomas E; Wayde I. Goodall and Zenas J. Bicket, Editors.  The Pentecostal
Pastor.  Springfield, MO: The Gospel Publishing House, 1997.

Shawchuck, Norman; Roger Heuser.  Leading the Congregation: Caring for Yourself
While Serving People.  Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1993.

Sweet, Leonard.  Aqua Church: Essential Leadership Arts for Piloting Your Church in
Today’s Fluid Culture.  Loveland, CO: Group Publishing, 1999.

Basic Outline:

Introduction
A Biblical Base for Ministry
God’s Call
The Pastor’s Personal Life
The Pastor and His Study
The Pastor’s Professional Life
Weddings, Funerals, Membership, Baby Dedications, Water Baptism and

Communion
The Pastor and…Christian Education, Evangelism, Counseling, Sr. Adults, and

Youth
The Denomination
The Multiple Staff Church
Women in Ministry
The Pastor and Social Issues
Seeking a Position and Writing a Resume
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INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS

The Instructor will use lecture, discussion, student participation, handouts, and
audio-visual presentations.  Students will be involved through group projects, discussion
and practical participation.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Since we learn spiritual awareness and growth from one another, attendance at all
classes is required by each student.  Absences may effect the final grade for the
course.

2. Students are expected to read the textbook, Leadership That Works: Hope and
Direction for Church and Parachurch Leaders in Today’ Complex World, and
seven Parts from the textbook, Leadership Handbooks of Practical Theology, and
all handout material. The student must read a minimum of 1,000 pages for this
course.

3. Interactions for the assigned reading are due at the first class.  A sample
interaction form is attached to this syllabus.
The student will submit three such interactions for the text, Leadership That
Works: Hope and Direction for Church and Parachurch Leaders in Today’
Complex World;  One in which you agree with the author, one in which you
disagree with the author and one which presents a new view of ministry with your
interactions.

The student will also prepare seven additional interactions from the text,
Leadership Handbooks of Practical Theology.  These volumes are divided into
Parts, i.e., Vol. II, Part I: Evangelism
Pp. 1-87.  You may choose any of these parts for your reading and interaction
assignments.  Only one interaction is required for each of these Parts but you may
do as many as you wish.
No interactions are required for the text, Who Moved the Cheese.

4. Students are expected to participate in class discussions.
5. A final examination will be given for this course.  Further information regarding

the exam will be shared by the professor during the course.
6. A writing project of 14 -16 pages setting forth a thorough review of the challenges

found in pastoral ministry will be due one month after the last day of class.  Late
papers will be penalized.

GRADING PROCEDURES

Pre-session Interaction sheets 25%
Class Attendance/Participation 25%
Writing Project 25%
Final Examination 25%
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COURSE DATES

January 18-19
February 15-16
March 15-16
April 19-20
(Fridays 6pm-9:30pm, Saturdays 9am-6pm)

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Ande, Ken.  The Peacemaker.  Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1999.

Anderson, Leith.  A Church for the 21st Century.  Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House,
1992.

________.  Dying for Change: The New Realities Confronting Churches and Para-
Church Organizations.  Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House, 1990.

________.  The Power of Vision: How You Can Capture and Apply God’s Vision for
Your Ministry.  Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1992.

Anderson, Ray S.  Minding God’s Business.  Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, 1986.

_________.  Ministry on the Fireline: A Practical Theology for an Empowered Church.
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1993

_________.  The Soul of Ministry: Forming Leaders for God’s People.  Louisville, KY:
Westminster John Knox Press, 1997

Arn, Win and Charles Arn.  The Master’s Plan for Making Disciples.  Pasadena, CA:
Church Growth Press, 1982.

Bakke, Ray.  The Urban Christian.  Downer’s Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, nd.

Barna, George.  The Power of Vision.  Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1992.

_________.  Today’s Pastors.  Ventura, CA: Regal Gooks, 1993.

Bennis, Warren.  Why Today’s Leaders Can’t Lead.  New York: MacMillan Pub. Co.,
1989.

Bondi, Richand.  Leading God’s People-Ethics for the Practice of Ministry.  Nashville,
TNM: Abingdon, 1989.
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Bonhowffer, Dietrich.  Life Together.  London: SCM Press, 1970.

________.  The Cost of Discipleship.  New York: MacMillan, nd.

Callahan, Kennon L.  Effective Church Leadership.  San Francisco: Harper San
Francisco, 1990.

Clinton, J. Robert.  The Making of a Leader.  Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 1988.

Cosgrove, Charles and Dennis Hatfield.  Church Conflict.  Nashville, TN: Abingdon
Press, 1994.

Covey, Stephen R.  Principle-Centered Leadership.  New York: Simon and
Schuster,1990.

Dale, R. D.  Surviving Difficult Church Members.  Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1984.

Dobson, Ed, Wayne Gordon and Louis McBurney.  Stand Fast: Ministry in an Unfriendly
World.  Sisters, Oregon: Multnomah Books, 1994.

Dyrness, William.  How Does America Hear the Gospel?  Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans,
1989.

Engstrom, Ted W.   The Making of a Christian Leader.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan
Publishing House, 1976.

Finzel, Hans.  The Top Ten Mistakes Leaders Make.  Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1994.

Firet, Jacop.  Dynamics in Pastoring.  Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1986.

Ford, Leighton.  Transforming Leadership: Jesus’ Way of Creating Vision, Shaping
Values and Empowering Change.  Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1991.

Greenslade, Philip.  Leadership, Greatness, and Servanthood.  Minneapolis: Bethany
House Publishing, 1984.

Gushee, David and Walter Jackson, Eds.  Preparing for Christian Ministry: An
Evangelical Approach.  Wheaton, IL: Bridgeport / Victor, 1996.

Haggai, John.  Lead On.  Waco, TX: Word Books, 1986.

Hunter, George.  A Church for the Unchurched.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1996.

________.  How to Reach Secular People.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1992.
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Huron, Roderick E. (compiler).  Christian Minister’s Manual.  Cincinnati, OH: Standard
Publishing, 1984.

Jones, E. Ray.  Standard Funeral Manual.  Cincinnati, OH: Standard Publishing, 1991.

Keirsey, Favid.  Please Understand Me II.  Del Mar, CA: Prometheus Nemesis Book
Company, 1998.

Lloyd, Dan.  Leading Today’s Funerals.  Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1997.

Luecke, David S. and Samuel Southard.  Pastoral Administration.  Waco, TX: Word
Books, 1986.

Maxwell, John C. Developing the Leaders Around You.  Nashville: Thomas Nelson
Publishers, 1995.

Sanders, J. Oswald.  Spiritual Leadership.  Chicago: Moody Bible Institute, 1987.

Stowell, Joseph M.  Shepherding the Church into the 21st Century.  Wheaton: Victor
Books, 1994.

Trainer, Thom S.  Eating the Elephant: Bite-sized Steps to Achieve Long-Term Growth
in Your Church.  Nashville: Broadman and Holman.

Warren, Rick.  The Purpose-Driven Church.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995.

Westing, Harold J.  Multiple Church Staff Handbook.  Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Pub.,
1989.

Wind, James P., J. Russell Burc, Paul F.Camenisch, and Dennis P. McCann., Eds.
Clergy Ethics in a Changing Society.  Louisville, KY: Westminster/John Knox
Press, 1991.

Wimber, John.  Power Evangelism, San Francisco, Harper and Row, Publishers, 1986.

SPECIFIC DATA

Syllabus prepared by Roscoe Leach, November 2002.
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INTERACTION SHEET  (SAMPLE)

Course Title and Number  PTHB 535 The Pastoral Ministry
Professor Roscoe L. Leach Spring 2002 Extension

Student _______________________________________________________
Date_________________

Book: Berkley, James D., Ed.  Leadership Handbooks of Practical Theology,
Vol. 2

Part II: Missions    Page 94  from which interaction paragraph is taken.

(Under World Christians)
Second, Disciples of Jesus Christ are to recognize the interconnectedness of his

whole body, the universal church.  What happens in one part of the worldwide body of
Christ affects all other parts.  We are involved in kingdom work together .  What the
Holy Spirit is doing among Chinese believers will affect the Swedish believers, and vice
versa.  Disciples do not go it alone.

INTERACTION

The student will now interact with the above material which he/she has chosen.  The first
type of interaction will be one in which the student agrees with the author.  The second
type of interaction will be material which is new but offers acceptable application tot he
students personal theology.  The third type of interaction will be one in which the student
disagrees with the author.  These interactions should be thoughtful but need not be longer
than one page.

It may be more difficult to find material in which you disagree…but several of your
interactions should fall in this category.
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Ministry Overview for Roscoe L. Leach Prepared July 2001

Address: 5 Bennington Place, Newtown, PA 18940
Phone: 215-04-54440
E-Mail Rleach6767@AOL.com

I am single having lost my darling wife Lena Mae five year ago.  My health is very good.

Education: B.A., Southern California College (Vanguard University)
M.Div., Ashland Theological Seminary
D.Min., Fuller Theological Seminary

Pastoral: 27 years.  My pastoral experience includes multiple-staff churches and
those with Christian schools.

Missionary: 7 years---First A/G missionary to Holland.  Established the Dutch Bible
School and Teen Challenge ministries of Europe.

College: 6 years teaching.  4 years administration.

Current: I serve as a staff pastor at Christian Life Center, Bensalem, PA.  This is a
large growing church in the Philadelphia area.  I direct the Pastoral
counseling of the church, chair the mission board and direct the adult
education programs.

Other: While pastoring in Ohio I served for 5 years as a district presbyter.
I currently serve as vice-president of the Board of Directors of Access
Services, a Christian organization that serves the needs of mentally
challenged persons in 5 Pennsylvania counties.
I am a member of the American Association of Christian Counselors.

Ministry Statement:  All of my adult life I have been committed to the preaching and
teaching of the gospel.  This is my joy and privilege.  Reaching the lost
with the message of salvation and the training of believers to become
mature saints is what Jesus asked us to do.  The local church is where this
task of conversion and growth is developed best.  It is my desire to use my
gifts and experience in ministry that will make a difference.

References on Request.

At Valley Forge Christian College I taught the following subjects:
Those subjects with an asterisk (*) were my concentration.

New Testament Survey Book of Acts* Assemblies of God
Distinctives* Worship in the Church* Evangelism and Discipleship*
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Foundations of Spiritual Disciplines* Introduction to Missions
Church Planting* Church Growth* Urban

Ministry
History and Philosophy of Missions
Principles of Administration (Church)*
Church Management* Pastoral Ministry and Practice*
Topics in Pastoral Ministry Foundations of Biblical Preaching*
Expository Preaching* Evangelistic Preaching
Preaching Cross-Culturally Preaching from Jesus’ Parables
Preaching Resources* Topics in Preaching

I have also taught classes for  AGTS and FEAST.


