ASSEMBLIES OF GOD THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Continuing Education Credit Option Obtainable in Conjunction with the
2002 Ministerial Enhancement Conference
Southern Missouri District Office
Springfield, MO
Tuesday, September 10, 2002

PTHE 640 MINISTRY IN THE SMALLER OR RURAL CHURCH
(2 Credits)

Ralph V. Adcock, D.Min. Spring, 2002

COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will provide participants the opportunity to engage in and reflect on the issues
involved in pastoring the small rural church. Participation in this course will broaden the scope
and assist in the development of knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary for effective ministry
in such areas.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. To identify challenges that exist in small rural church ministry.

To assist in identifying special characteristics peculiar to small rural church ministry.

3. To assist the student in analyzing key aspects of ministry relevant to conflict and culture in
small rural churches

4. To explore the call of God as it relates to servant/leadership in the small rural church.

N

TEXTBOOKS*

Choose one text from each of the following lists and one additional text from either list.
*NOTE: It is a violation of academic policy to claim credit for books read in prior college
courses. If you have previously read any book on the list for credit, you must substitute
another book from the bibliography.

Small Rural Church

Bierly, Steve R.. How To Thrive As A Small Church Pastor; A Guide To Spiritual and Emotional
Well-Being. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998.

Callahan, Kennon L.. Small Strong Congregations. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2000.



PTHE 640 Ministry in the Smaller or Rural Church
Ralph Adcock
Page 2

Crandall, Ronald K.. Turn Around Strategies For The Small Church. Nashville: Abingdon Press,

1995.
Hunter, Kent R.. The Lord’s Harvest and The Rural Church: A New Look At Ministry in the
Agri-Culture. Kansas City, Mo.: Beacon Hill Press, 1993.

Klassen, Ron, and John Koessler. No Little Places: The Untapped Potential of the Small Town
Church. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1998.

Servant Leadership

Beausay Il, William. The Leadership Genius of Jesus, Nashville; Thomas Nelson Publishers,
1997.

Blanchard, Ken. The Heart of a Leader: Insights on the Art of Influence. Tulsa: Honor Books,
1999.

McNeal, Reggie. A Work of Heart: Understanding How God Shapes Spiritual Leaders. San
Francisco: Jossie-Bass, 2000.

Miller, Calvin. The Empowered Leader: 10 Keys to Servant Leadership. Nashville: Broadman &
Holman, 1995.

Rinehart, Stacy T. Upside Down: The Paradox of Servant Leadership. Colorado Springs:
NavPress, 1998.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Read the three textbooks and write a two to three page reflection paper on each noting the
elements that you found most significant for your current ministry.

2. Write a five to eight page reflection paper on the sectional council leadership-training
seminar. Include the key elements from the seminar and reflect on whether you are/aren’t
integrating some or all of these leadership qualities and strategies in your current ministry.

3. Provide an outline of your research paper.

4. Write a ten to twelve page research paper on a topic of interest related to the content of
the seminar or your additional reading assignment. The paper should demonstrate an
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adequate understanding of ministry in the small rural church with regard to God’s call, the
characteristics of the small rural church, culture as it relates to the small rural church, and
conflict in the small rural church. A documented bibliography with a minimum of 1000
pages (including texts) is required. It should also focus on an aspect of your current
ministry setting in which you need improvement. Use the Turabian 6" edition handbook
for the style and format of the paper.

Due Date: All course work must be completed (postmarked) no later than 90 days from the
conclusion of the seminar.

NOTE: A $15 change of grade fee will be required of all participants who fail to turn in
their work on the due date, even if an extension on submission is granted.

Submit all course work to:
Dr. Ralph Adcock
PO Box 319
Buffalo, Ok 73834

COURSE EVALUATION

Each assignment will be weighted as follows in figuring the final course grade:
Reading/Reflection papers  30%
Seminar Reflection paper 25%
Research paper 45%
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Abingdon Press, 1997.
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Office of Statistician, “1999 Annual Church Ministries Report,” in National Profile Church Data,
9 May 2000 (Springfield, Mo.: Assemblies of God, 2000), 2.

Pappas, Anthony. Entering the World of the Small Church: A Guide for Leaders. Washington,
D.C.: The Alban Institute, 1988.
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Pa.: Judson Press, 1993.

Patterson, Ben. “A Small Pump at the Edge of the Swamp.” Leadership 1 no. 2 (spring 1980): 42.
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House, 1948.



PTHE 640 Ministry in the Smaller or Rural Church
Ralph Adcock
Page 7

Schaller, Lyle E.. The Small Church Is Different! Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1982.
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Schwarz, Christian. “The Strong Little Church.” Leadership (fall 1999): 53.

Sims, Rose. New Life for Dying Churches! It Can Happen Anywhere. Trilby, Fla.: New
Life Church Growth Ministries, 1992,

Wagley, Laurence A. Preaching with the Small Congregation. Nashville: Abingdon
Press, 1989.

Wagpner, C. Peter. The New Apostolic Churches. Ventura, Calif.: Regal, 1998.

. Churchquake: How the New Apostolic Reformation Is Shaking Up The Church as We
Know. Ventura, Calif.: Regal, 1999.

Walrath, Douglas A., ed. New Possibilities for Small Churches. New York: Pilgrim Press,
1983.

Willimon, William H., and Robert L. Wilson. Preaching and Worship in the Small Church.
Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1980.

Yarborough, Charles. “Hope in a No-Growth Town.” Leadership (summer 1996): 78.

Zunkel, C. Wayne. Growing the Small Church: A Guide for Church Leaders. Elgin, Il1.:
David C. Cook Publishing, 1982.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Beukema, John. “Helping a Settled Congregation Move Ahead.” Leadership (winter
1997): 61.

Blanchard, K., John P. Carlos, and Alan Randolph. Empowerment Takes More Than a Minute.
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Deere, Jack. Surprised by the Power of the Spirit. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1993.

. Surprised by the Voice of God. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996.
Engstrom, Ted W. The Making of a Christian Leader. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1976.
Finzel, Hans. The Top Ten Mistakes Leaders Make. Wheaton: Victor Books, 1994.
Foster, Richard J. Celebration of Discipline, rev. ed. San Francisco: Harpers, 1988.

Friedman, Edwin H. Generation to Generation: Family Process in Church and Synagogue. New
York: Guilford Press, 1985.

Hammond, John S., Ralph L. Keeney, and Howard Raiffa. Smart Choices: A Practical Guide to
Making Better Decisions. Boston: Harvard Business School, 1999.

Hybels, Bill. “Standing in the Crossfire.” Leadership 14 no. 1 (winter 1993): 17.

Kanter, Rosabeth Moss. Forward to Church Leadership by Lovett H. Weems Jr. Nashville:
Abingdon Press, 1993, 13.

Katzenbach, Jon R. Real Change Leaders. New York: Times Business Random House,
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Performance Organization. New York: Harper Business, 1994.
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Zuck. Grand Rapids: Kregel Resources, 1994, 35.

Miller, Donald E. Reinventing American Protestantism. Los Angeles: University of
California, 1997.

Parker, Glenn. Team Players and Teamwork. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 1990.
Preston, Gary D. “Get a (Balanced) Life!” Leadership (fall 1998): 52.
. “Resisting the Urge To Hit Back.” Leadership (spring 1998): 62.
Seibold, Loren. “Progress You Can Measure.” Leadership (winter1998): 98.
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The Fifth Discipline Fieldbook: Strategies and Tools for Building a Learning
Organization. New York: Doubleday, 1994.
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of Change. New York: Doubleday, 1999.
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Barriers to Team Success. New York: AMACOM, 1997.

Stalker, James. Christ Our Example. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1960.
Wagpner, C. Peter. Confronting the Powers. Ventura, Calif.: Regal, 1996.
CONFLICT RESOLUTION
Amandus, Jim. “A Wounded Pastor’s Rescue.” Leadership 14 no. 1 (winter 1993): 26-33.
Augsburger, David. Caring Enough to Forgive. Ventura, Calif.: Regal, 1981.

. Caring Enough to Confront. Ventura, Calif.: Regal, 1983.
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Buzzard, Lynn R., and Laurence Eck. Tell It to the Church: A Biblical Approach to
Resolving Conflict Out of Court. Wheaton, Ill.: Tyndale, 1985.

Cosgrove, Charles H., and Dennis D. Hatfield. Church Conflict: The Hidden System Behind the
Fights. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1994.

Crosby, Michael H. The Dysfunctional Church. Notre Dame, Ind.: Ave Maria Press, 1991.

Halverstadt, Hugh F. Managing Church Conflict. Louisville, Ky.: Westminster/John
Knox, 1991.

Haugk, Kenneth C. Antagonists in the Church. Minneapolis: Augsburg Publishing, 1988.
Henry, Jim. “Character Forged from Conflict.” Leadership 19, no. 2 (spring 1998): 20.

Huttenlocker, Keith. Conflict and Caring. Grand Rapids: Ministry Resources Library,
1988.

Leas, Speed B. Lay Persons’ Guide to Conflict Management. Washington, D.C.: The
Alban Institute, 1981.

. Should the Pastor Be Fired? Washington, D.C.: The Alban Institute, 1982.
. Leadership and Conflict. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1982.
Leas, Speed B., and Paul Kittlaus. Church Fights. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1973.

Lester, Andrew D. Coping With Your Anger: A Christian Guide. Philadelphia:
Westminster Press, 1983.

Lewis, G. Douglas. Resolving Church Conflicts. San Francisco: Harper and Row, 1981.
Rottenberg, Issac C. “Christian Versus Christian.” Leadership 1, no. 2 (spring 1980): 60.
Schein, Edgar H. Process Consultation. Reading, Mass.: Addison-Wesley, 1987.

Shawchuck, Norman. How to Manage Conflict in the Church: Understanding and Managing
Conflict. Leith, N. Dak.: Spiritual Growth Resources, 1983.

. Managing the Congregation. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1996.
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1993.

Smedes, Lewis B. Forgive and Forget. New York: Pocket Books, 1986.
SOCIOLOGY/CULTURE
Albrecht, Gloria. The Character of Communities. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1995.
Blizzard, Samuel W. “The Roles of the Rural Parish Minister, The Protestant Seminaries, and the
Sciences of Social Behavior.” In The Sociology of Religion: An Anthropology, ed. Richard

D. Knudten, 240-49. New York: Appleton-Century-Crafts, 1967.

Dyrness, William A. The Earth Is God’s: A Theology of American Culture. Maryknoll,
N.Y.: Orbis Books, 1997.

Farley, Gary E. “Culture and Values.” In Discovering the Unigueness of Rural Community, Vol 1:
A New Perspective, 2-4. College Station, Tex.: Rural Social Science Education, Department
of Rural Sociology, Texas A & M University, 1999.

Flora, Cornelia B. Rural Communities: Legacy and Change. Boulder, Colo.: Westview,
1992.

Gruchow, Paul. The Necessity of Empty Places. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1988.

Jung, Shannon, and Mary Agria. Rural Congregational Studies: A Guide for Good
Shepherds. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1997.

Kluckhohn, Florence, and Fred L. Strodtbeck. Variations in Value Orientations. EImsford, N.Y.:
Row, Peterson and Company, 1961.

Norris, Kathleen. Dakota: A Spiritual Geography. New York: Ticknor and Fields, 1993.
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