Assemblies of God Theological Seminary
VALLEY FORGE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE BRANCH CAMPUS
1401 Charlestown Road
Phoenixville, PA
June 24-28, 2002

PTHB/THEB 642 THEOLOGY OF PRAYER
Paul E. Grabill Summer 2002

COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

A course designed to study the theological foundation for prayer. There will be specific emphasis
on both the corporate and private nature of prayer.

OBJECTIVES

Upon the successful completion of the course the student will

1. have an understanding of the biblical, theological and practical mandate for developing and
maintaining a meaningful prayer-life.

2. have evaluated his/her own personal prayer-life in the light of the biblical and theological
material in the intention that growth will be seen in this vital area of spirituality.

3. have been encouraged to take leadership in leading others in the body of Christ into a
growing life of prayer and intercession.

4, have been exposed to much of the contemporary literature on the topic of prayer as well as
the evaluation of contemporary prayer movements.

5. have considered carefully the value to the body of Christ of corporate prayer and have been
challenged to participate and assist others to participate in this aspect of worship and
service.

TEXTBOOKS

Crawford, Dan R. The Prayer-Shaped Disciple. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1999.
(202 pages)

Grenz, Stanley J. Prayer: The Cry for the Kingdom. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1988.
(107 pages)

Sheets, Dutch. Intercessory Prayer. Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1996. (257 pages)

Silvoso, Ed. That None Should Perish: How to Reach Entire Cities for Christ Through Prayer
Evangelism. Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1994. (296 pages). Please note: If you have already
read That None Should Perish, please substitute Silvoso, Ed. Prayer Evangelism. Ventura,
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CA: Regal Books, 2000. (252 pages) and report only on the later book.

COURSE OUTLINE

What is Prayer?
Prayer in the Old Testament.
Jesus and Prayer.

IV.  The New Testament Church and Prayer.

V. The Role of the Holy Spirit in Prayer.

VI.  Personal Prayer and Intimacy.

VII.  Fasting and Prayer.

VIIl. Corporate Prayer and Congregational Models.

IX.  The Nature of Intercession.

X. Prayer as Corporate Warfare: The Informed Intercession and Prayer Evangelism Movements
XI.  Prayer as Personal Warfare: Healing and Deliverance Prayer.

XIl.  Prayer as a Precursor to Revival

METHODOLOGY

The primary method of instruction will be the lecture, video presentation and class discussion.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

The student is expected to attend all class sessions.

The student is expected to submit a 2-4 page typed critique of each of the assigned texts.
They will be due according to the following schedule: Grenz — June 24; Crawford — June 25;
Sheets— June 26; Silvoso - June 27. The critique should reflect graduate level interaction with
the argument of the book. The student should also be prepared to participate in class
discussion of the text on that day.

The final project will be a paper written by the student of a length of 15-20 pages. It will
interact with the readings and class material. It will consist of two parts: The first part will
articulate a new personal prayer strategy in the life and ministry of the student. The second
part will articulate a new corporate prayer strategy for the arena of ministry of which the
student is a part. Both parts will anticipate challenges and will address a strategy to
overcome them. Due date (postmarked): July 29, 2001.
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GRADING PROCEDURE

The final grade will be determined as follows: Book reports/critiques 30%
Class participation 20%
Final project 50%

To receive a passing grade for the course all work must be submitted. The grade of I (Incomplete)
may be granted only for extenuating circumstances upon the request of the student. Except in the
case of severe extenuating circumstances the course grade will be reduced by one letter.

NOTE: Work received after the post-session due date specified in the syllabus will

result in a change of grade fee ($15.00) being charged, even when an extension has
been granted by the instructor.

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Aldrich, Joe. Prayer Summits: Seeking God’s Agenda for Your Community. Portland,
OR: Multnomah Press, 1992.

Allen, Charles L. All Things are Possible Through Prayer. Old Tappan, NJ: Revell,1958.

Auch, Ron. Pentecostals in Crisis. Green Forest, AR: New Leaf Press, 1988.

Baelz, Peter R. Does God Answer Prayer? Springfield, IL: Templegate, 1983.

. Prayer and Providence: A Background Study. New York, NY: Seabury Press, 1968.

Bennett, Rita. Emotionally Free. Old Tappan, NJ: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1982.

Bisagno, John. The Power of Positive Praying. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1965.

Blaiklock, E. M. The Positive Power of Prayer. Ventura, CA, Regal Books, 1974.

Bloesch, Donald G. The Strugagle of Prayer. San Francisco, CA: Harper & Row, 1980.

Bloom, Anthony. Beginning to Pray. New York, NY: Paulist Press, 1970.

Boase, Leonard. The Prayer of Faith. London: Darton, Longman & Todd, 1976.
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Bonnell, John S. The Practice and Power of Prayer. Philadelphia, PA: Westminster Press, 1954.

Boros, Ladislaus. Christian Prayer. Trans. by David Smith. New York, NY: Seabury Press, 1976.

Bounds, Edward M. Purpose in Prayer. Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1974.

. The Essentials of Prayer. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1979.

. The Necessity of Prayer. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1976.

. The Possibilities of Prayer. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1979.

. Power Through Prayer. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1962.

. Preacher and Prayer. Chicago, IL: The Christian Witness, n.d.

. The Weapon of Prayer. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1975.

Brandt, Robert L. and Bicket, Zenas J. The Spirit Helps Us Pray: A Biblical Theology of Prayer.
Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House, 1993.

Bright, Bill. The Coming Revival: America’s Call to Fast, Pray and Seek God’s Face. Orlando:
NewL.ife Publications, 1995.

Bright, Vonette, and Ben A. Jennings, gen. ed. and comp. Unleashing the Power of Prayer: 23
Christian Leaders Link Personal Prayer and World Evangelization; Messages from the
International Prayer Assembly. Chicago: Moody Press, 1989.

Brummer, Vincent. What Are We Doing When We Pray? London: SCM Press, 1984.

Bunyan, John. Prayer. London: Banner of Truth Trust, 1965.
Buttrick, George A. Prayer. Nashville, TN: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1942.

Carre, E. G., ed. Praying Hyde: Apostle of Prayer. North Brunswick, NJ: Bridge Logos, 1982.

Carson, D. A. Teach Us to Pray. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1990.

Chambers, Oswald. Prayer: A Holy Occupation. Grand Rapids, MI: Discovery House, 1993.

Cho, Paul (David) Y. Prayer: The Key to Revival. Waco, TX: Word Books, 1984.
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Cymbala, Jim. Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1997.

Dawson, Joy. Intercession: Thrilling and Fulfilling. Colorado Springs, CO: YWAM Publishers,
1997.

Duewel, Wesley L. Touch the World Through Prayer. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing
House, 1986.

Eastman, Dick. Love On Its Knees. Old Tappan, NJ: Fleming H. Revell Co., 19809.

. No Easy Road. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1971.

. The Hour that Changes the World. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1978.

Ferre, Nels F. S. A Theology For Christian Prayer. Nashville, TN: Tidings Press, 1963.

Finney, Charles G. Prevailing Prayer. Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1965.

Fletcher, K. Prayer and Fasting. New Kensington, PA: Whitaker House, 1999.

Fosdick, Harry E. The Meaning of Prayer. New York, NY: Association Press, 1920.

Foster, Richard. Celebration of Discipline. San Fransisco, CA: Harper and Row, 1988.

. Prayer: Finding the Heart’s True Home. San Francisco, CA: Harper and Row, 1992.

Gesswein, Armin R. Seven Wonders of Prayer. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1957.

Gorstsch, Ronald W. Power Through Prayer. St. Louis, MO: Concordia, 1959.

. Rees Howells: Intercessor. Fort Washington, PA: Christian Literature Crusade, 1962.

Hastings, James, ed. The Christian Doctrine of Prayer. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1915.

Hallesby, O. Prayer. Trans. by Clarence J. Carlsen. Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg Publishing
House, 1931.

Harvey, Edwin and Lillian. Kneeling We Triumph. Chicago: Moody Press, 1974.
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Hawthorne, Steve and Kendrick, Graham. Prayerwalking: Praying On Site With Insight.
Orlando, FL: Creation House, 1993.

Hayford, Jack W. Prayer is Invading the Impossible. Plainfield, NJ: Logos International, 1977.

Hayford, Jack, and Dick Eastman. Living and Praying in Jesus' Name. Wheaton, IL: Tyndale
House Publishers, 1988.

Herman, Bridgid E. Creative Prayer. Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 1974.

Houston, James. Transforming Friendship. Batavia, IL: Lion Publishing Co., 1989.

. The Transforming Power of Prayer. Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 1999.

Hubbard, David A. The Problem with Prayer Is. Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 1972

Huegel, F.J. The Ministry of Intercession. Minneapolis: Bethany Fellowship, 1967.

. Prayer's Deeper Secrets. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1959.

. Successful Praying. Minneapolis: Bethany Fellowship, 1967.

Hybels, Bill. Too Busy Not To Pray. Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 1998.

Keller, W. Phillip. His Way to Pray: A Devotional Study of the Prayer Life of Jesus. Grand
Rapids,
MI: Kregel, 1997.

Kroll, Woodrow. When God Doesn’t Answer: Removing Roadblocks to Answered Prayer. Grand
Rapids, MI: Baker, 1997.

Lauback, Frank C. Prayer, The Mightiest Force in the World. Old Tappan, NJ: Revell, 1959.

Lavender, John Allan. Why Prayers are Unanswered. Valley Forge, PA: Judson Press, 1967.

Lawrence, Brother. Practice of the Presence of God. Old Tappan, NJ: Revell, 1956.

Lawson, Gilchrist. Deeper Experiences of Famous Christians. Anderson, IN: Warner Press, 1911.

Lindsell, Harold. When You Pray. Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 1969.
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Lockyer, Herbert. All the Prayers of the Bible. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1999.

Loveless, Richard. Dynamics of Spiritual Life. Downer's Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1985.

Maxwell, John. Partners in Prayer. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 1996.

McClure, J. G. Intercessory Prayer. Chicago: Moody Press, n.d.

McDonald, Hope. Discovering How to Pray. Grand Rapids Zondervan, 1976.

McGraw, Francis A. Praying Hyde. Chicago: Moody Press, n.d. Moody, D. L. Prevailing Prayer.
Chicago: Moody Press, n.d.

Moore, Beth. Praying God’s Word. Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 2000.

Morgan, G. Campbell. The Practice of Prayer. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1971.

Murphey, Cecil. Invading the Privacy of God. Ann Arbor, MI: Servant Books, 1997.

Murray, Andrew. The Ministry of Intercession. Westwood, NJ: Fleming H. Revell, Co., 1952.

. The Prayer Life. Chicago: Moody Press, n.d.

. Waiting on God. New Kensington, PA: Whitaker House, 1981.

. With Christ in the School of Prayer. Old Tappan, NJ: Revell, 1953.

Nouwen, Henri. With Open Hands. Notre Dame, IN: Ave Maria Press, 1995.

Otis, George Jr. Informed Intercession. Ventura, CA: Renew Books, 1999. (252 pages)

Parker, William R., and St. Johns, Elaine. Prayer Can Change Your Life. Old Tappan, NJ:
Revell, 1975.

Payne, Leanne. Listening Prayer. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1999.

Payne, Thomas. Prayer: The Greatest Force on Earth. Chicago: Moody Press, n.d.

Peterson, Eugene. Answering God: The Psalms as Tools for Prayer. San Francisco: Harper, 1991.

. Reversed Thunder: Revelation and the Praying Imagination. San Fransisco, CA:
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Crossway, 1997.

Pittenger, Norman. Praying Today. Grand Rapids: Eerdman's, 1974.

Prater, Arnold. You Can Pray as You Ought. Nashville: Nelson, 1977.

Ravenhill, Leonard. Revival Praying. Minneapolis: Bethany Fellowship, 1974.

. Why Revival Tarries. Minneapolis: Bethany Fellowship.

Redpath, Alan. Victorious Praying,. Old Tappan, NJ: Revell, 1957.

Rinker, Rosalind. Prayer: Conversing with God. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1959.

Ryle, J.C. A Call to Prayer. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1976.

Smith, Martin L. The Word is Very Near You: A Guide to Praying with the Scriptures.
Cambridge, Massachusetts: Cowley Publications, 1989.

Spear, W. R. The Theology of Prayer. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1979.

Spurgeon, Charles H. Effective Prayer. London: Evangelical Press, n.d.

. Lectures to My Students. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1977.

. Twelve Sermons on Prayer. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1971.

Stedman, Ray C. Jesus Teaches on Prayer. Waco, TX: Word Books, 1975.

. Talking With My Father. Portland, OR: Multnomah Press, 1984.

Taylor, Jack R. Prayer: Life's Limitless Reach. Nashville: Broadman Press, 1977.

Teykl, Terry. Pray and Grow: Evangelism Prayer Ministries. Nashville:Discipleship Resources,
1988.

Tirabassi, Becky. Let Prayer Change Your Life. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 1999.

Torrey, R.A. How to Pray. New York: Fleming H. Revell and Co., 1900.
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. The Power of Prayer. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1974.

Towns, Elmer L. Praying the Lord’s Prayer, Regal Books, 1997.

Tozer, A. W. The Knowledge of the Holy. New York: Harper and Row, 1975.

Wallis, Arthur. God's Chosen Fast. Fort Washington, PA: Christian Literature Crusade, n.d.

. Jesus Prayed. Fort Washington, PA: Christian Literature Crusade, 1966.
Wagner, C. Peter. Churches That Pray. Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1993.

. Prayer Shield. Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1992.

. Praying With Power: How to Pray Effectively and Hear Clearly From God. Ventura,
CA: Regal Books. 1997,

. Warfare Prayer. Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1992.

Whyte, Alexander. Lord, Teach Us to Pray. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1976.

Wright, N. T. The Lord and His Prayer. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1997.
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Syllabus prepared by Paul E. Grabill, March 2001.
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Rev. Paul E. Grabill
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2201 University Drive Extension
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