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COURSE SYLLABUS 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will provide church leaders the opportunity to enhance their knowledge and 
skills in developing more effective ministry in a variety of areas, including staff relations, 
women in ministry, preaching, retirement planning and worship. 
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
1. To provide the resources for more effective ministry in staff relations, women in 

ministry, preaching, retirement planning and worship. 
2. To equip church leaders in personal development that maximizes their gifts and 

abilities for more effective ministry in their local setting. 
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

1. Read 1000 pages from the section of the selected bibliography below related to 
the district council seminar that you attended. Submit a reading report (see 
attached sample) noting the books selected and the pages read. If the participant 
wishes to read books other than those listed in the select bibliography, she/he 
must request permission of the course instructor. 

 
2. Prepare 5-8 page reflection paper on the District Council Seminar that you 

attended. Highlight the key issues that most directly affect your ministry setting 
with a view toward integrating your learning from the seminar into your ministry. 

 
3. Prepare a written project of 8-10 pages in which you develop a plan for 

implementing the seminar and reading materials in your current ministry setting. 
While this is not a research assignment, per se, proper notation of the sources used 
in constructing your plan should be evident. 
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All assignments are to be typewritten, double-spaced, represent quality graduate 
level work, and follow the Turabian style manual, 6th edition. 

 
 DUE DATE:  All course work must be POSTMARKED no later than 

Saturday, August 9, 2003. 
 

NOTE:  All post-session assignments must be postmarked by the due date.  
Work received after the due date specified on the syllabus may result in a 
change of grade fee ($15.00) being charged, even when an extension has been 
granted by the instructor. 

 
Assignments should be mailed or emailed to: 

 
AGTS Continuing Education 
ATTN: Jay Taylor/Cheryl Taylor 
1435 N. Glenstone Avenue 
Springfield, MO 65802 
agts-ext@agts.edu 

 
 
GRADING PROCEDURE 
 

Reading Report   35% 
 Seminar Reflection Paper  20% 
 Ministry Plan    45% 
 
 
SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 

Preaching 
 
Achtemeir, Elizabeth. Creative Preaching. Abingdon, 1980. 
 
__________. Preaching as Theology and Art. Abingdon, 1984. 
 
Allen, Diogenes. Christian Belief in a Postmodern World. Louisville: Westminster/John 

Knox Press, 1989 
 
Bartow, Charles L. The Preaching Moment. Abingdon, 1980. 
 
Bennett, Bill. Thirty Minutes to Raise the Dead. Nelson, 1991. 
 
Brown, Steve. How to Talk So People Will Listen. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1993. 
 

mailto:agts-ext@agts.edu
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Brown, Steve, Haddon Robinson, and William Willimon. A Voice in the Wilderness: Clear 

Preaching in a Complicated World. Portland, Ore.: Multnomah, 1993. 
 
Buechner, Frederick. Telling the Truth: The Gospel as Tragedy, Comedy and Fairy Tale. 

Harper and Row, 1977. 
 
Chappell, Bryan. Christ-Centered Preaching. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1994. 
 
Chartier, Myron R. Preaching as Communication. Abingdon, 1981. 
 
Cox, James W., ed. Twentieth-Century Pulpit, Vol. I and II. Abingdon, Vol. I - 1978, Vol. II 

- 1981. 
 
Davis, H. Grady. Design for Preaching. Fortress Press, 1958. 
 
Duduit, Michael. Communicate with Power. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1996. 
 
Duduit, Michael. Handbook of Contemporary Preaching. Nashville: Broadman, 1992. 
 
Duke, Robert W. The Sermon as God's Word. Abingdon, 1980. 
 
Engel, James F. Getting Your Message Across. OMF, 1989. 
 
Farmer, H.H. Servant of the Word. Nisbet and Co. (London), 1942. 
 
Ford, Leighton. The Power of Story. Colorado Springs: NavPress, 1994. 
 
Forsyth, P.T. Positive Preaching and the Modern Mind. Baker, 1980. 
 
Fuller, Reginald H. The Use of the Bible in Preaching. Fortress Press, 1981. 
 
Galli, Mark, and Craig Brian Larson. Preaching That Connects. Grand Rapids: Zondervan 

1994. 
 
Grant, Reg, and John Reed. Telling Stories to Touch the Heart. Wheaton: Victor, 1990. 
 
Griffin, Emory. The Mind Changers. Tyndale, 1976. 
 
Hendricks, Howard G. Teaching to Change Lives. Portland, Ore.: Multnomah, 1987. 
 
Hughes, Ray H. Pentecostal Preaching. Pathway Press, 1981. 
 
Hunter, George G., III. How to Reach Secular People. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1992. 
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Hybels, Bill, Haddon Robinson, and Stuart Briscoe. Mastering Contemporary Preaching. 

Portland, Ore.: Multnomah, 1989. 
 
James, Ross W., ed. Case Studies in Christian Communication in An Asian Context. 

Manila, OMF, 1989. 
 
Kamphauz, Franz. The Gospels for Preachers and Teachers. Sheed and Word, 1974. 
 
Kinlaw, Dennis F. Preaching in the Spirit. Zondervan, 1985. 
 
Klein, George L., ed. Reclaiming the Prophetic Mantle: Preaching the Old Testament 

Faithfully. Broadman, 1992. 
 
Larsen, David L. The Company of Preachers. Kregel, 1998. 
 
Lewis, Ralph and Gregg Lewis. Inductive Preaching: Helping People Listen. Westchester, 

Ill.: Crossway Books, 1983. 
 
Lewis, Ralph, and Gregg Lewis. Learning to Preach like Jesus. Westchester, Ill.: Crossway, 

1989. 
 
Lischer, Richard. A Theology of Preaching. Abingdon, 1981. 
 
Loscalzo, Craig. Evangelistic Preaching That Connects. Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity 

Press, 1995. 
 
Lowry, Eugene l. The Homiletic Plot. John Knox Press, 1980. 
 
Mackay, Hugh. Why Don’t People Listen? Sydney, Australia: Pan Macmillan, 1994. 
 
Massey, James Earl. Designing the Sermon. Abingdon, 1980. 
 
Miller, Calvin.  The Empowered Communicator. Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 1994. 
 
Miller, Calvin. Marketplace Preaching: How to Return the Sermon to Where It Belongs. 

Grand Rapids: Baker, 1995. 
 
Miller, Calvin. Spirit, Word, and Story: A Philosophy of Marketplace Preaching. Grand 

Rapids: Baker, 1989. 
 
Moore, Peter C. Disarming the Secular Gods: How to Talk So Skeptics Will Listen.  

Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1989. 
 
Morris, Colin. The Word and the Words. Epworth (London), 1975. 
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Newbigin, Lesslie. The Gospel in a Pluralist Society. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1989. 
 
Nichols, J. Randall. Building the Word. Harper and Row, 1980. 
 
Piper, John. The Supremacy of God in Preaching. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1990.  
 
Pitt-Watson, Ian. Preaching: A Kind of Folly. Westminster Press, 1978. 
 
Robinson, Haddon. Biblical Preaching. Baker, 1980. 
 
Roxburgh, Alan J. Reaching a New Generation: Strategies for Tomorrow’s Church. 

Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1993. 
 
Skudlarek, William. The Word in Worship. Abingdon, 1981. 
 
Stacey, David. Interpreting the Bible. Seabury, 1979. 
 
Stewart, James S. Heralds of God. Baker, 1977. 
 
Stott, John R.W. Between Two Worlds. Eerdmans, 1982. 
 
Sweazey, George E. Preaching the Good News. Prentice-Hall, 1976. 
 
Thompson, Peter. The Secrets of the Great Communicators. Sydney, Australia: ABC Books, 

1992. 
 
Thompson, William D. Preaching Biblically. Abingdon, 1981. 
 
Unger, Merrill F. Principles of Expository Preaching. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1955. 
 
Wainwright, Geoffrey. Doxology, the Praise of God in Worship, Doctrine and Life. Oxford, 

1980. 
 
Willimon, William H. Integrative Preaching. Abingdon, 1981. 

 
Retirement Planning 

 
A/G Senior Adult Ministries website. http://ag.org/Senior-Adult-Ministries/index.cfm for 

great articles and resources. 
 
Farrar, Steve. Finishing Strong. Sisters, OR: Multnomah Publishers Inc., 2000. 
 

http://ag.org/Senior-Adult-Ministries/index.cfm


PTHE 640 Pastor-Staff Relations 
Jay Taylor, D.Min./Cheryl Taylor, D.Min. 
Page 6 
 
 
Hinden, Stan. How To Retire Happy: Everything You Need to Know about the 12 Most 

Important Decisions You Must Make before You Retire. New York, NY:  
McGraw-Hill Trade, 2000. 

 
O’Shaughnessy, Lynn. Retirement Bible. Indianapolis, IN: John Wiley & Sons, 2001. 

 
Eisenson, Marc, Nancy Castleman, and Gerri Detweiler. Invest in Yourself: Six Secrets 

to a Rich Life. Indianapolis, IN: John Wiley & Sons, 1998. 
 

Smith, Mary Helen, and Shuford Smith. 101 Secrets for a Great Retirement: Practical, 
Inspirational, & Fun Ideas for the Best Years of Your Life! New York, NY: 
McGraw-Hill/Contemporary Books, 2000. 

 
Staff Relations 

 
Avery, Christopher M. Teamwork Is An Individual Skill: Getting Your Work Done 

When Sharing Responsibility. San Francisco, CA: Berrett-Koehler Publishers, 
2001.  

 
Beck, John D.W. and Neil M Yeager. The Leader's Window: Mastering the Four Styles 

of Leadership to Build High-Performing Team, 2nd Ed. Palo Alto, CA: Davies-
Black Publications, 2001.  

 
Blanchard, Ken. High Five!: The Magic of Working Together. New York, NY: Morrow, 

2001. 
 
Carter, William, J. Team Spirituality: A Guide for Staff and Church. Nashville, TN: 

Abingdon Press, 1997. 
 
Cladis, George. Leading the Team-Based Church: How Pastors and Church Staffs Can 

Grow Together into a Powerful Fellowship of Leaders. San Francisco, CA:  
Jossey-Bass, 1999. 

 
Kouzes, James M. and Barry Z. Posner. Encouraging the Heart: A Leaders Guide to 

Rewarding and Recognizing Others. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 1999. 
 
Lawson, Kevin E. How to Thrive in Associate Staff Ministry. Bethesda, MD: Alban 

Institute, 2000. 
 
McIntosh, Gary. Staff Your Church For Growth: Building Team Ministry In The 21st 

Century. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2000. 
 
Nuechterlein, Anne Marie. Improving Your Multiple Staff Ministry. Eugene, OR: Wipf 

& Stock Publishers, 2001. 
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Pearce, Craig and Jay A. Conger, Eds. Shared Leadership: Reframing the Hows and 

Whys of Leadership. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, 2003. 
 
Westing Harold J., Church Staff Handbook: How to Build an Effective Ministry Team. 

Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 1997. 
 

Women in Ministry 
 

Adeney, Miriam. A Time for Risking: Priorities for Women. Portland, OR: Multnomah 
Press, 1987. 

 
Beard, Helen. Women in Ministry Today: A Positive Statement on the Role of Women. 

Plainfield, NJ: Logos, 1980. 
 
Belleville, Linda. Women Leaders and the Church: Three Crucial Questions. Grand 

Rapids, MI: Baker, 2000. 
 
Blauvelt, Martha T. “Women and Revivalism.” In Women and Religion in America, Vol. 

1, New York: Harper & Row, 1981. 
 
Booth, Catherine. Female Ministry; or, Woman’s Right to Preach the Gospel (1891). 

New York: The Salvation Army, 1975. 
 
Borrowdale, Anne. Distorted Images: Misunderstandings Between Men & Women. 

Louisville, KY: Westminster/John Knox Press, 1991. 
 
Brereton, Virginia, and Christa R, Klein. “American Women in Ministry: A History of 

Protestant Beginning Points.”  In Women in American Religion, ed. Janet W. 
James, Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1980. 

 
Brown, Judy L. Women Ministers According to Scripture. Kearney, NE: Morris 

Publishing, 1996. 
 
Cunningham, Loren and David Hamilton. Why Not Women? A Biblical Study of Women 

in Missions, Ministry, and Leadership. Seattle, WA: YWAM Publishing, 2000. 
 
Eldred, O. John. Women Pastors: If God Calls, Why Not the Church? Valley Forge: 

Judson Press, 1981. 
 
Evans, Mary J. Woman in the Bible: An Overview of all the Crucial Passages on 

Women’s Roles. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1983. 
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Farrel, Pam. Woman of Influence: Ten Traits of Those Who Want to Make a Difference. 

Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1996. 
 
Glaz, Maxine and Jeanne S. Moessner, Eds. Women in Travail & Transition: A New 

Pastoral Care. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1991. 
 
Grady, J. Lee. 10 Lies the Church Tells Women: How the Bible Has Been Misused to 

Keep Women in Spiritual Bondage. Lake Mary, FL: Creation House, 2000. 
 
Grenz, Stanley J. and Denise M. Kjesbo. Women in the Church: A Biblical Theology of 

Women in Ministry. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1995. 
 
Groothuis, Rebecca M. Good News for Women: A Biblical Picture of Gender Equality. 

Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1997. 
 
Gundry, Patricia. Neither Slave nor Free: Helping Women Answer the Call to Church 

Leadership. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1987. 
 
Hardesty, Nancy. Women Called to Witness. Nashville: Abingdon, 1984. 
 
Hassey, Janette. No Time for Silence. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1986. 
 
Haubert, Katherine M. Women as Leaders: Accepting the Challenge of Scripture. 

Monrovia, CA: MARC, 1993. 
 
Hestenes, Roberta, and Lois Curley, Eds. Women and the Ministries of Christ. Pasadena: 

Fuller Theological Seminary, 1979. 
 
Hestenes, Roberta, ed. Women and Men in Ministry: Collected Readings. Pasadena: 

Fuller Theological Seminary. 
 
Keener, Craig. Paul, Women, and Wives: Marriage and Women’s Ministry in the Letters 

of Paul. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1992. 
 
Kroeger, Richard C. and Catherine C. Kroeger. I Suffer Not a Woman: Rethinking 1 

Timothy 2:11-15 in Light of Ancient Evidence. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1992. 
 
Lindley, Susan Hill. “You Have Stept Out of Your Place”: A History of Women and 

Religion in America. Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 1996. 
 
Lutz, Lorry. Women as Risk-Takers for God: Finding Your Role in the Neighborhood, 

Church, and World. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1997. 
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MacHaffie, Barbara J. Her Story: Women in Christian Tradition. Philadelphia: Fortress 

Press, 1986. 
 
MacHaffie, Barbara J., ed. Readings in Her Story: Women in Christian Tradition. 

Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1992. 
 
Malcolm, Kari T. Women at the Crossroads: A Path Beyond Feminism & Traditionalism. 

Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1982. 
 
Mickelsen, Alvera, ed. Women, Authority and the Bible. Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press, 1986. 
 
Noren, Carol M. The Woman in the Pulpit. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1992. 
 
Poloma, Margaret M. The Assemblies of God at the Crossroads: Charisma and 

Institutional Dilemmas. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1989. 
 
Payne, Sandra. A Call to Women. McLaren Vale, South Australia: Living Way 

Publishers, 1982. 
 
Roberts, B. T. Ordaining Women. Rep. ed. Indianapolis, IN: Light and Life 
Communications, 1997. 
 
Roebuck, David. “Pentecostal Women in Ministry: A Review of Selected Documents.”  

Perspectives in Religious Studies, 16 (Spring): 29-44. 
 
The Role of Women in Ministry as Described in Holy Scripture. Springfield, MO: Gospel 

Publishing, 1990 (Position Paper). 
 
Scanzoni, Letha D. and Nancy A. Hardesty. All We’re Meant to Be: Biblical Feminism 

for Today. 3rd rev. ed. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1992. 
 
Scanzoni, Letha D., and Susan Setta. “Women in Evangelical, Holiness, and Pentecostal 

Traditions.” In Women and Religion in America, Vol. 3, eds. Rosemary Ruether 
and Rosemary Keller, San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1986. 

 
Scholer, David M. Selected Articles on Hermeneutics and Women and Ministry in the 

New Testament. Pasadena: Fuller Theological Seminary, 1997. 
 
Spencer, Aida B. Beyond the Curse: Women Called to Ministry. Peabody, MA: 

Hendrickson Publishers, 1989. 
 
Strauss, Mark L. Distorting Scripture? The Challenge of Bible Translation and Gender 

Accuracy. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1998. 
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Trobisch, Ingrid. The Confident Woman: Finding Quiet Strength in a Turbulent World. 

San Francisco: Harper San Francisco, 1993. 
 
Trombley, Charles. Who Said Women Can’t Teach?  South Plainfield, NJ: Logos, 1985. 
 
Tucker, Ruth. Women in the Maze: Questions and Answers on Biblical Equality. 

Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1992. 
 
Tucker, Ruth, and Walter Liefeld. Daughters of the Church: Women and Ministry from 

New Testament Times to the Present. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1987. 
 
Zikmund, Barbara; Adair Lummis; and Patricia Chang. Clergy Women: An Uphill 

Calling. Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 1998. 
 

Worship 
 
Cooley, Lindell. A Touch of Glory. Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image, 1997. 
 
Erickson, Gary D. Pentecostal Worship: A Biblical and Practical Approach. Hazelwood, 

MO: Pentecostal Publishing House, 1990. 
 
Hayford, Jack W. Worship His Majesty. Dallas, TX: Word Books, 1987. 
 
Liesch, Barry Wayne. The New Worship. Straight Talk on Music and the Church. Grand 

Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1996. 
 
Lucarini, Dan, Blanchard, John. Why I left the Contemporary Christian Music 

Movement. Confessions of a Former Worship Leader. Farverdale North, 
Darlington: Evangelical Press, 2002. 

 
Morgenthaler, Sally. Worship Evangelism: Inviting Unbelievers into the Presence of 

God. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995. 
 
Redman, Matt. The Unquenchable Worshipper: Coming Back to the Heart of Worship. 

Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 2001. 
 
Towns, Elmer L. and Tommy Tenney, God Encounters: To Touch God and Be Touched 

by Him. Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 2000. 
 
Webber, Robert. The Younger Evangelicals. Facing the Challenges of the New World. 

Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2002.  
 
SPECIFIC DATA 
Syllabus prepared by Jay & Cheryl Taylor, April 2003. 
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Reading Report 

 
This is to certify that I have read the following pages in partial fulfillment of the course 

requirements for PTHE 640 Issues in Developing an Effective Ministry: 
 
Avery, Christopher M. Teamwork Is An Individual Skill: Getting Your Work Done When 

Sharing Responsibility. San Francisco, CA: Berrett-Koehler Publishers, 2001, 265 
pages.  

 
Beck, John D.W. and Neil M Yeager. The Leader's Window: Mastering the Four Styles 

of Leadership to Build High-Performing Team, 2nd Ed. Palo Alto, CA: Davies-
Black Publications, 2001, 245 pages.  

 
Blanchard, Ken. High Five!: The Magic of Working Together. New York, NY: Morrow, 

2001, 265 pages. 
 
Carter, William, J. Team Spirituality: A Guide for Staff and Church. Nashville, TN: 

Abingdon Press, 1997, 225 pages. 
 
 
_____________________________________  ________________________ 
(Name)       (Date) 
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