Assemblies of God Theological Seminary
Doctor of Ministry
PTH 900 Trends in Small Group Ministry
Directed Research, Fall 2002
Lori S. O’Dea, D.Min.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

A study of the development and use of small groups in contemporary ministry, with particular
attention to the leadership requirements necessary for effectiveness. The research experience will
be enhanced through attendance of Willow Creek’s Small Groups conference.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Cognitive Outcomes
The participant should gain an increased understanding of...
1. the biblical foundation and principles for small groups.
2. contemporary models of small group ministry.
3. the small group systemCits function within the larger ministry organization, leadership
development within the system, and group dynamics.
Character/Attitude Outcomes
The participant should...
2. appreciate the value of small groups in meeting the cultural challenges facing today’s
church.
2. strengthen his/her commitment to the value of community in fulfilling the purposes of the
church.
Skill Outcomes
Through this study, the participant should be better equipped to...

1. establish and nurture a small group system.
2. evaluate the development of the growth of the system.




COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Reading Requirement

Read a minimum of 2,250 pages from the selected bibliography, including required
books, as marked with an asterisk. Reading may extend beyond the selected
bibliography, but must deal with the small group ministry topics in a significant way.
(NOTE: It is a violation of academic policy to claim credit for books read in prior
courses. If you have previously read any book on the list for credit, you must
substitute another book.)

Submit Reading report (final page of syllabus) with final project, by January 15,
2003.

2. Conference Attendance & Reflection
Attend Willow Creek Small Groups Conference (September 26-28, 2002).

Write 5-page reflection paper on your overall conference experience, positive and/or
negative. Highlight concepts with greatest personal impact, as well as how you
foresee using the insight you have gained. The reflection paper is due October 30,
2002.

3. Research Project

Write a 30-page research paper developing an aspect of small group ministry that is applicable
to your ministry context. Project should include biblical foundation, leadership applications, and
proposed strategy for implementation. Do not attempt to do a generic overview of small groups.
For example, if you are proposing the establishment of small groups in a church, deal strictly
with start-up issues. If you want to know more about models, limit to a comparative study of
models. The project, along with reading report, is due January 15, 2003.

GRADING PROCEDURE

Reading 25%
Conference Attendance 20%
Reflection Paper 10%

Research Project 35%



SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

* Must Read: Donahue & Robinson, Icenogle, Frazee.
** Highly recommended, read part or all if possible.

Note: Comiskey is a leading author in the field. His first book deals with the G12 model
extensively. Read at least some of one or more of his books. Also, Galloway, Neighbor, and
McNeal are all pioneers. Consultation with their works will provide broader insight to
various models. Likewise with Hurston. Her first work deals with traditional cell ministry
(Cho’s church) and latest book covers the free market-type model. Haggard’s book
(representing probably the nation’s leader in this model) also deals with free market cells.
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