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COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

A study of strategies, using New Testament missionary principles, for church
multiplication across cultural lines, between sending and receiving bodies, and among
fraternal organizations. Among the topics to be considered are indigenous church
objectives, the organization of mission efforts, missionary training, and conflict
resolution.

OBJECTIVES

As a result of completing this course, students will

1) Have a knowledge of indigenous church principles as espoused by Assemblies of God
World Missions.

2) Explore the dynamics of power differentials and the colonial experience as a context
for contemporary missionary endeavor.

3) Have a deeper understanding one’s cultural self in relation to others’ cultural selves as
a foundation for fulfilling the Great Commission in Christian community, including

potential areas of conflict and resolution.

4) Investigate partnership between sending and receiving bodies in light of re-emerging
cultural and ethnic identities and New Testament missiological principles.

5) Develop strategies for cross-cultural evangelism, church planting and leadership
development which are biblically based and culturally appropriate in the 21* century.

TEXTBOOKS

Hodges, Melvin. Indigenous Church. Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House 1976.

Memmi, Albert. Colonizer and the Colonized. Boston, MA: Beacon Press, 1991.
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Mpyers, Bryant L. Walking with the Poor: Principles and Practices of Transformational
Development. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1999.

Taylor, William David, ed. Global Missiology for the 21* Century: Reflections from the
Iguassu Dialogue. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2001.

Volf, Miroslav. Exclusion & Embrace: A Theological Exploration of Identity, Otherness,
and Reconciliation. Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1996.

COURSE SCHEDULE

Tuesday, Sept. 7

Thursday, Sept. 9

Tuesday, Sept. 14
Thursday, Sept.16

Tuesday, Sept.21

Thursday, Sept. 23
Tuesday, Sept. 28
Thursday, Sept. 30
Tuesday, Oct. 5
Thursday, Oct. 7
Tuesday, Oct. 12
Thursday, Oct. 14
Tuesday, Oct. 19
Thursday, Oct. 21
Tuesday, Oct. 26
Thursday, Oct. 28

Tuesday, Nov. 2

Thursday, Nov. 4

Course introduction

Power Differentials/
Colonizer & Colonized

(Continued)
Day of renewal

Exclusion & Embrace:
Introduction

The cultural variable of self
The cultural self in community

Self and other in partnership

Quito task force case study

The self & other in conflict
(Continued)

(Continued)

Interview reports

Indigenous church objectives
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The emergence of 2/3 world
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Tuesday, Nov. 9
Thursday, Nov. 11
Tuesday, Nov. 16
Thursday, Nov. 18

Tuesday, Nov. 23

Tuesday, Nov. 30
Thursday, Dec. 2
Tuesday, Dec. 7

Thursday, Dec. 9

METHODOLOGY

missions: strategies
2/3 world mission strategies

Guest interview
Strategy reports
Strategy reports

Compassion ministries as
strategy
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Summary & review

FINAL EXAM
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The course will incorporate the following methodologies: lecture, assigned readings,
interview and reflection paper, research paper, class discussion and experiential learning

activities.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

. All assigned reading should be completed for the day designated in order to facilitate
discussion and understanding. (See Course Schedule)

. A 5-page reflection paper will be due Tuesday, October 19 based on an interview of a
national pastor/leader or missionary and their perspective on partnerships in mission.
The interview questions and pursuant reflections should be informed by the lectures
and reading. The goal of the interview and report is to discover partnership strategies
in missions that are effective, why they are effective, and the greatest challenges
encountered by the interviewee. A brief oral summary of this experience and findings
will be shared with the class on October 19.

. A 20-page research paper will be due on Tuesday, November 16. The paper will
explore the application of missionary principles found in the Book of Acts in the
context of the global dynamics of identity as addressed in “Exclusion and Embrace: A
Theological Exploration of Identity, Otherness, and Reconciliation.” Missions
strategies for evangelism, church planting or discipleship will be proposed which are
both biblically based and culturally aware, particularly as it relates to ethnic identities
and power differentials between mission sending and receiving cultures and between
missionaries themselves.
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4. A final exam will be administered on Friday, December 9, 2004.

5. Attendance at all classes is required unless an absence is unavoidable. Participation in
class with fellow students is integral to the overall learning experience.

GRADING PROCEDURE
Required reading 10%
5-page reflection paper of interview due October 19, 2004 20%
20-page research and strategy paper due November 16, 2004 40%
Final exam, December 9 30%

Generally, students’ work will be evaluated as to the extent they explore the course
material (reading, lectures and experiential activities), interact with it, and thoughtfully
apply it to their personal and professional participation in the Great Commission.

Late work will only be accepted under exceptional circumstances agreed upon by the
professor.
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New York: Routledge, 1995.

Bosch, David J. Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission.
Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1991.
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In Called & Empowered: Global Mission in Pentecostal Perspective by Murray
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MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1991.
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MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1991.
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Hendrickson Publishers, 1991.
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170-182. TIrvine, CA: Regnum Books.
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University of Alabama Press,1984.

Ward, Ted. “Repositioning Mission Agencies for the Twenty-first Century”.
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INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

Dr. Beth Grant
Ph.D. in Intercultural Education, Biola University, Los Angeles, CA
Missionary educator to Southern Asia-Eurasia, 1977-present.

3889 N. Daniels Ct.

Springfield, MO 65803

Phone: 833-5562

Email: davidandbethgrant@compuserve.com

Dr. Joseph L. Castleberry

Ed.D. in International Educational Development, Teachers College, Columbia
University, New York, NY

Missionary to Latin America, 1988-present; Academic Dean, AGTS

4791 S. Twin Lakes Avenue
Springfield, MO 65810
Phone: 861-5111 (cellular)
Email: jcastleberry@agts.edu



