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COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course examines the globalization phenomenon and its wide-ranging implications for World
Mission. Part one provides an assessment of the political, economic, and cultural dimensions of
globalization with a view to unraveling myth and reality and applying biblical lenses.  Part two
examines, among other things, the role of Christianity as a globalizing force, emerging
initiatives, models, and strategies of Christian missionary engagement, and plausible responses of
the church to the problems, perils, and opportunities of the processes of globalization.  

OBJECTIVES
Upon the completion of the course, the student should be able to:

 Categorize the trends and issues facing contemporary Christianity. 
 Express insights into the nature and possible impact of recent transformations in global

Christianity.
 Demonstrate an understanding of globalization as a transforming force that is

multidirectional and paradoxical.
 Define globalization in view of various theoretical perspectives and explain why it is a

contested concept.
 Explain the role of imperialism and colonization on the making of the pre-

modern/modern world.
 Evaluate, in view of globalization, current Pentecostal mission strategy and praxis.
 Illustrate how local cultures challenge or reinforce global forces. 

TEXTBOOKS
Required
Friedman, Thomas L.  The Lexus and the Olive Tree:  Understanding Globalization.  New York:

Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 1999.
Tiplady, Richard (ed.), One World or Many: The Impact of Globalization on Mission. Pasadena,

CA: William Carey Library, 2003.
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Recommended
Demptster, Murray W., Byron Klaus, & Douglas Petersen. The Globalization of Pentecostalism:

A Religion Made To Travel. Irvine, CA: Regnum Books, 1999. 
Taylor, William D. (ed). Global Missiology For The 21st Century: The Iguassu Dialogue.  Grand

Rapids: Baker Academic (WEF), 2000. 

BASIC OUTLINE
Explaining Globalization
Experiencing Globalization: the political dimension
Experiencing Globalization: the economic dimension
Experiencing Globalization: the cultural dimension
Globalization from Below: the power of the margins
Christianity, Missions, and Globalization
Recent transformations in global Christianity: the rise of the South
Challenges of the Twenty-first Century: being Church and doing missions

METHODOLOGY
Lecture
Videos
Student presentation
Visiting lecturers

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Completion of a 12-15 page research paper following seminary guidelines.

A. There will be a reduction of one letter grade for papers turned in after the due date.
B. The topic must be approved by the professor.
C. Two copies will be submitted, one marked one returned.
D. Details will be provided in a separate handout.

Reading of the required textbooks.
Class presentation of a subject approved by the professor.  Details will be provided. 
Active participation in class discussions and interactions.
Attendance is required as per the seminary catalog.

GRADING PROCEDURE
Required Reading 20%
Research Paper 35%
Student presentation 15%
Exams 30%

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY
Adeney, Miriam, God’s Foreign Policy: Practical Ways to Help the World’s Poor (Vancouver:

Regent College Publishing), 1998.
Albrow, Martin, The Global Age: State and Society beyond Modernity (Stanford: Stanford

University Press), 1997.
Barber, Benjamin R, Jihad versus McWorld: Terrorism’s Challenge to Democracy (New York:

Ballantine books), 2001 (1st ed., 1995).
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________. “Jihad versus McWorld: How Globalism and Tribalism Are Reshaping the World”, in

O’Meara, Mehlinger & Krain, (eds.), Globalization and the Challenges of a New Century
(Indiana: Indiana University Press), 2000.

Berger, Peter (ed.), The Desecularization of the World: Resurgent Religion and World Politics
(Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans), 1999.

________ & Huntington Samuel P. (eds.), Many Globalizations: Cultural Diversity in the
Contemporary World (New York: Oxford University Press), 2002.

Beyer, Peter, Religion and Globalization (London: Sage Publications), 1994.
Bonk, Jonathan, Missions and Money: Affluence as a Western Missionary Problem (New York:

Orbis Books), 1991.
Brecher J., Costello T. & Smith B., Globalization from Below: The Power of Solidarity

(Cambridge, MA: South End Press), 2000.
Brubaker, Pamela K., Globalization at What Price?: Economic change and Daily Life

(Cleveland: The Pilgrimage Press), 2001.
Cox, Kevin R (ed.), Spaces of Globalization: Reasserting the Power of the Local (New York:

The Guilford Press, 1997.
Drane, John, The McDonaldization of the Church: Consumer Culture and the Church’s Future

(Macon, GA: Smyth & Helwyn Publishing), 2001.
Engel J F & Dyrness, W A, Changing the Mind of Missions: Where have we gone wrong?

(Downers Grove, ILL: InterVarsity Press), 2000.
Featherstone, Mike (ed.), Global Culture: Nationalism, Globalization and Modernity (London:

Sage Publications), 1999, 1st ed., 1990.
Florini, Ann M., The Third Force: The Rice of Transnational Civil Society (Washington, D.C.:

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace), 2000.
Friedman, Jonathan, Cultural Identity and Global Process (London: Sage Publications), 1994.
Friedman, Thomas L, The Lexus and the Olive Tree: Understanding Globalisation (New York:

Farrar, Straus & Giroux), 1999.
Guder, Darrell L., Missional Church: A Vision for the Sending of the Church in North America

(Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans), 1998.
Hardt, Michael & Negri, Antonio, Empire (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press), 2000.

Tenth edition.
Held, D. et al, Global Transformations: Politics, Economics and Culture(Stanford: Stanford:

Stanford Univ. Press), 1999.
Hertz, Noreena, The Silent Takeover: Global Capitalism and the Death of Democracy (New

York: The Free Press), 2001.
Hoogvelt, Ankie, Globalization and the Postcolonial World: The New Political Economy of

Development (Baltimore, MD: John Hopkins University Press, 1997.
Huntington, S,  The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order (NY: Simon &

Schuster), 1996 
________. “The Clash of Civilizations”, in O’Meara, Mehlinger & Krain, (eds.),  Globalization

and the Challenges of a New Century (Indiana: Indiana University Press), 2000, pp. 3-22.
Hutchinson, M & Kalu O (eds), A Global Faith: Essays on Evangelicalism and Globalisation

(Sydney: Centre for the Study of Australian Christianity), 1998.
Isbister, John, Promises not Kept: The Betrayal of Social Change in the Third World

(Bloomfield, CT: Kumarian Press), 2001, 1st ed., 1991.
Jameson f & Miyoshi, M (eds.), The Cultures of Globalization (Durham: Duke University Press),

1998.
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Jenkins, Philip, The Next Christendom: The Coming of global Christianity (New York: Oxford

University Press), 2002.
Kaplan, Robert, The Ends of the Earth: A Journey to the Frontiers of Anarchy (New York:

Vintage Books), 1996.
________. “The Coming Anarchy”, in O’Meara, Mehlinger & Krain, (eds.), Globalization and

the Challenges of a New Century (Indiana: Indiana University Press), 2000, 34-60.
Kennedy, Paul, Preparing for the Twenty-First Century (New York: HarperCollins Publishers

Ltd.), 1993.
Kirk, J Andrew, What is Mission?: Theological Explorations (Minneapolis: Darton, Longman

and Todd Ltd.), 1999.
Korten, David C., When Corporations Rule the World (Bloomfield, CT: Kumarian Press), 2001,

1st ed., 1995.
Lechman, F & Boli, J (eds.), The Globalization Reader (Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishers),

2000.
Lodge, George, Managing Globalisation in the Age of Interdependence (Oxford: Pfeiffer & Co.),

1995.
Mander J & Goldsmith E (eds), The Case Against the Global Economy and for a Turn toward

the Local (San Francisco: Sierra Club Book), 1996.
Mengistab, Kidane, Globalization and Afrocentricity in Africa’s Development in the 21st Century

(Trenton, NJ: Africa World Press, Inc., 1996.
Mittelman, James H., The Globalization Syndrome: Transformation and Resistance (Princeton:

Princeton University Press), 2000.
Myers, Bryant L, Walking with the Poor: Principles and Practices of Transformational

Development (New York: Orbis Books), 1999.
Nye/Donahue (eds.), Governance in a Globalizing World (Washington D.C.: Brookings Institute

Press), 2000.O’Meara, Mehlinger & Krain, (eds.), Globalization and the Challenges of a
New Century (Indiana: Indiana University Press), 2000.

Philips J M & Coote, R T (eds.), Towards the 21st Century in Christian Mission (Grand Rapids,
MI: Eerdmans), 1993.

Rajee, Farhang, Globalization on Trial: The human Condition and the Information Civilization
(Bloomfield, CT: Kumarian Press), 2000.

Ramachandra, Vinoth, Gods that Fail: Modern Idolatry & Christian Mission (Downers Grove,
ILL: InterVarsity Press), 1996.

Ritzer, George, The McDonaldization of Society: An Investigation into the Changing Character
of Contemporary Social Life (Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge Press), 1996.

Ritzer, George, the Globalization of Nothing (Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge Press), 2004.
Roberts, J & Hite A (eds), A, From Modernization to Globalization: Perspectives in

Development and Social Change (Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishers), 2000.
Robertson, Roland, Globalization: Social Theory and Global Culture. Sage, 1994.
Sardar, Ziauddin, Postmodernism and the Other: The New Imperialism of Western Culture

(Sterling, VA: Pluto Press), 1998.
Sardar, Ziauddin & Davies, Merryl W., Why do People Hate America?  (New York: The

Disinformation Company), 2002.
Schaeffer, Robert K, Understanding Globalization: The Social Consequences of Political,

Economic, and Environmental Change (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers),
1997.
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Schreiter, Robert J, The New Catholicity: Theology between the Global and the Local (New

York: Orbis Books), 1998.
Schrieter, Robert J, Reconciliation: Mission and Ministry in a Changing Social Order (New

York: Orbis Books), 1992.
Shenk, David W. & Stutzman, Linford (eds.), Practicing Truth: Confident Witness in Our

Pluralistic World (Scottsdale, PA: Herald Press), 1999.
Shenk, Wilbert, Changing Frontiers of Mission (New York: Orbis Books), 1999.
________. ‘Christian Mission and the Coming “Clash of Civilizations”’, Missiology, xxviii, 3

(July 2000), 291-304.
Sider, Ronald J, Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger: Moving from Affluence to Generosity

(Nashville: World Publishing), 1997.
Sine, Tom, Mustard Seed versus McWorld (Michigan: Baker Books), 1999.
Stackhouse M L & Paris, P J (eds.), God and Globalization: Religion and the Powers of the

Ethics of the Common Life (Harrisburg, PA: Trinity Press International), 2000.
Stackhouse, Deardorn & Paeth, The Local Church in a Global Era: Reflections for a New

Century (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm B Eerdmans), 2000.
Tiplady, Richard (ed.), One World or Many?: The Impact of Globalization on Mission (Pasadena,

CA: William Carey Library), 2003.
Tomlinson, John, Globalization and Culture (Chicago: University of Chicago Press), 1999.
Van Der Veer, P, Conversion to Modernities: The Globalization of Christianity (New York:

Routledge), 1995.
Walls, Andrew F, The Missionary Movement in Christian History: Studies in the Transmission in

Faith (New York: Orbis), 1994.

HELPFUL WEBSITES

http://www.globalization101.org/
http://pewforum.org/news/
http://www.globalpolicy.org/globaliz/intropg.htm
http://www.globalisationguide.org/index.htm
http://www.focusweb.org/
http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/index.jsp 
http://www.globalization.com/
www.ifg.org/
http://www.globalresearch.ca/  
http://www1.worldbank.org/economicpolicy/globalization/
http://www.emory.edu/SOC/globalization/

SPECIFIC DATA

Prepared by Warren Newberry, D.Th.., June 2004


