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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
This interdisciplinary course is designed to prepare the student for effective ministry in
the complexities of cross-cultural and subcultural settings. Foundational issues related to

applied missions anthropology, intercultural communication, and contextualization will
be addressed.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
11. Recognize his/her cultural presuppositions and values and their impact on the
effective cross-cultural communication of the Gospel.
22. Understand the role of selected facets of social science in cross-cultural ministries.
33. Demonstrate an understanding of significant terminology used in the discipline of
missiology.
44. Demonstrate an understanding of the essential concepts of cultural anthropology,
cross-cultural communication, and contextualization.
55. Know the implications of societal typologies for cross-cultural ministry.
66. Identify and discuss the components of culture and various worldviews.
77. Appreciate the dynamics of theological contextualization.
8

TEXTBOOKS

Required Textbooks:

Dyrness, William A. Learning About Theology From The Third World. Grand Rapids:
Academie Books, Zondervan Publishing House, 1990.

Lingenfelter, Sherwood. Transforming Culture: A Challenge for Christian Mission. 2™ ed.
Grand Rapids: Baker, 1998.

Lingenfelter, Sherwood and Marvin Mayers. Ministering Cross-Culturally: An
Incarnational Model for Personal Relationships. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1986.

Recommended Textbooks:
Dyrness, William A. Invitation to Cross-Cultural Theology. Grand Rapids: Zondervan
Publishing House, 1992.

Elmer, Duane. Cross-Cultural Conflict: Building Relationships for Effective Ministry.
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1993.

Hiebert, Paul G. and Meneses, E. H. Incarnational Ministry. Grand Rapids: Baker Book
House, 1995.



Lingenfelter, Sherwood. Agents of Transformation: A Guide for Effective Cross-Cultural
Ministry. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1996.

BASIC OUTLINE

The Incarnation: God’s Model for Human Relationships
Basic Values

Understanding Time

Tensions in judgment, goals, handling crises, and self-worth
Transforming culture

Analyzing Social Order

Tensions over property

Understanding labor and productivity

Authority in family and community

Conflict resolution

Introduction of Contextualization

Contextualized theologies

Contextualized ministry methodologies

METHODOLOGY
1Lectures

Guest Speakers
Class Discussion
Video Presentations
Research Paper
Examinations

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Research paper
The paper should consist of 12-15 pages excluding the bibliography.
There will be a reduction of one letter grade for papers turned in after the due
date.
The topic must be approved by the professor.
Two copies will be submitted, the marked one will be returned.
Details will be provided in a separate handout.
The style guide must conform to seminary requirements

Reading of the required textbooks and assigned readings

Completion of a mid-term and final exam

Active participation in class discussions and interactions

Attendance is required as per the seminary catalog.
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II. GRADING PROCEDURE
Research paper ..... 35%
Exams ............... 40%
Required reading ...25%
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WEBSITES

www.strategicnetwork.org —multiple e-zines on cross-cultural issues
www.missiology.org —connected to Dr. Gailyn Van Rheenen at Abilene Christian
University

www.gmi.org —site for the Global Mapping project

www.omsc.org —site for Overseas Ministries Study Center at Yale University
www.ad2000.org —site focused on world evangelization plan

www.gsmweb.org —site for American Society of Missiologists

www.mislinks.org —site of Scott Moreau, editor of massive Evangelical Dictionary of
Mission

www.ethnicharvest.org —key links to ethnic church planting in the U.S.
www.gocn.org —site for Gospel and Culture Network
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