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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course develops a biblical and practical understanding of small groups. It examines
principles for developing and leading groups, as well as models of small group ministries. It
provides opportunities for interaction with an actual small group, small group system leadership,
and small group curriculum.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Cognitive Outcomes

The participant should gain an increased understanding of-..

1.the biblical foundation and principles for small groups.
2.contemporary models of small group ministry.

Character/Attitude Outcomes

The participant should...

2.appreciate the value of small groups in meeting the cultural challenges facing today’s church.
2. strengthen his/her commitment to the value of community in fulfilling the purposes of the

church.

Skill Outcomes

Through this study, the participant should be better equipped to...
3.establish and nurture a small group system.

4.evaluate the development of the growth of the system.
S5.evaluate, create, and customize appropriate curriculum

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Reading Requirement



Required Reading
Donahue, Bill, and Russ Robinson. Building a Church of Small Groups: A Place
Where Nobody Stands Alone. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001. (216 pp.)

Gorman, Julie A. Community That Is Christian: A Handbook on Small Groups. 2d ed.
Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2002. (244 pp.)

Haggard, Ted. Dog Training, Fly Fishing, & Sharing Christ in the 21* Century.
Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2002. (207 pp.)

Note: If participant has read any of these books for credit in another class, please
substitute another book from the bibliography.

Reading Reflection Report
Submit a 4-5 page reflective reading report which states whether or not you have
completed the reading in its entirety and highlights the most important principles
gleaned from the reading. Reading report is due June 7, 2004.

2. The Small Group Experience

As Participant. Students are expected to attend all class sessions, participate in
discussions, and support other students’ leadership projects.

As Leader. In the latter half of the course, each student will lead (individually or in a
team, depending on class size) a small group meeting during class. The student will
choose a particular type of group (i.e., service evangelism, task, free market, home, etc.),
design the experience including lesson material, and lead the meeting.

3. Research Project

Students may choose one of the following options or present instructor with a creative option.
All projects should include field research of some kind (e.g., interview a small group system
point leader, visit a small group, interview an experienced small group leader), model chosen
and any adaptations thereof, and leadership applications. Projects are June 25, 2004.

Write a 15-20 page strategic plan for the development or strengthening of small groups at
a new church plant.

Write a 15-20 page research project on an aspect of small group ministry about which you
would like to learn more. Please get topic approval from instructor.

Create a multi-media presentation to promote small groups in a church. Presentation
should be accompanied by a prospectus detailing the target audience, philosophy of
ministry, and structures required to support this promotion (follow-up, tools, connection
points).



GRADING PROCEDURE

Reading & Report 20%
Attendance & Participation 20%
Leading a Small Group 30%
Research Project 30%
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