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COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Students who take this course will gain a working understanding of the major areas of Christian
belief, providing them with the foundation for sound theological thinking, the ability to explain
and defend the Christian faith, and the practical application of their faith to daily Christian living.
The course is the preparation for additional systematic theology courses in the student’s program.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of this course you should be able to:
1. Demonstrate a clear understanding of the major beliefs of the Christian faith and the

biblical basis for them. 
2. Identify key historical developments in the formation of Christian theology and the

important thinkers who shaped these developments, and analyze how various expressions
of Christian faith have resulted from these developments.

3. Integrate the use of theological concepts, and the specialized language of theological
study, in your effort to explain and defend the Christian faith.

4. Connect your understanding of sound Christian theology to practical Christian living and
issues facing the Church today.

5. Design relevant tools/resources to assist you in the process of communicating sound
Christian theology to others.

6. Evaluate various resources (texts, curriculum, etc.), and judge their effectiveness in
teaching Christian theology to contemporary audiences.

COURSE METHODOLOGY 

The purpose of this course is not to merely present a set of facts, but to equip students with the
tools necessary to think critically from a Christian perspective.  To this end, class sessions will
combine lecture, discussion, interviews, interactive exercises, case studies, examinations, and
other instructional techniques.  Regular and vigorous student participation is expected.
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COURSE TEXTBOOK

Erickson, Millard J., Christian Theology. Grand Rapids, MI; Baker Book House, 1985. (1247
pp)

The Bible, in a modern translation.

RECOMMENDED TEXTBOOKS

Grenz, Stanley J., David Guretzki, and Cherith Fee Nordling. Pocket Dictionary of Theological 
Terms. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1999.

McGrath, Alister E., ed. The Christian Theology Reader. Cambridge, MA; Blackwell, 1995.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Attend class regularly.

 Regular and vigorous student participation is a key component to a successful academic
experience. The class atmosphere is to be personal and collegial. When appropriate,
questions, comments, and discussion are both welcome and expected, with the
understanding that they are part of the learning process in a group setting.  In respect to
others, it is assumed that cell phones, pagers, etc. will remain off in the classroom.
(AGTS’s degree completion attendance policy will be followed.)

2. Complete weekly scheduled reading. 

 The nature of the Degree Completion Program requires that class sessions move through a
significant amount of material in a relatively short period of time. Consequently, to maximize
our time together, diligent preparation will be expected of each student. Students are required
to follow the schedule below. Students should complete the reading prior to the class session,
since the class experience will complement the reading assignments. (3 credit option will
read approximately 1000 pages; 4 credit option will read approximately 1250 pages) 

3 credit chapters due: 4 credit chapters due:
Week 1:     1, 3-5, 7-11              1-11
Week 2:     12-19       12-20
Week 3:     21-24, 26-29       21-30
Week 4:     32-38, 40-41       31-41
Week 5:     43-59       43-59

3. Prepare weekly sermon outline, lesson plan, or case study.

 Beginning with the second session, you will submit one lesson plan, sermon outline, or case
study (depending on your needs and preferences), that corresponds to material covered during
the previous week’s class session and reading. (For those choosing the case study option, the
case study will be distributed at the end of each class session.) The goal of the
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lesson/sermon/case study is to produce something practical and suitable for your own use.
Care should be given to present sound Christian theology in a manner that clearly
communicates the concept, as well as demonstrates the relevance and application for the
Church today. Each lesson/sermon/case study should be approximately 2-3 pages in length.
For lessons and sermons, be sure to identify the intended target audience and context. 

4. Complete a final project.  

Each student will design a final project that assists them in integrating materials from the
course in their personal context. Each project should be the equivalent of at least 15 pages,
and should demonstrate thoughtful and thorough research. The project should be well-
written, and free from grammatical error. Project options include: 

 Multimedia project: Using the course as a starting point, develop a brief multimedia
presentation (PowerPoint/Vidoe/Music/Web-based, etc.) designed to effectively and
relevantly communicate an aspect of Christian theology to a specified target audience. A
written manuscript should accompany the electronic presentation. 

 Respond to a Postmodern challenge of systematic theology. Select a theological issue
currently being challenged/stretched by Postmoderism and provide a written response.
Examples could include: Crisis-event vs. process view of salvation; view of Scripture and
acceptable grounds for its interpretation (i.e. personal experiential interpretation vs. strict
hermeneutical rules of interpretation), etc. This response should outline the major variant
views, then provide a balanced, well-researched response.

 Complete a theological critique of a major feature film. Examples could include The
Lord of the Rings, the Matrix, The Passion of the Christ, etc. The object of this exercise is
to demonstrate the ability to think critically and reflect theologically on elements within
contemporary society, then be able to present a well-reasoned response in an attempt to
present theology in a meaningful and relevant manner for contemporary society.  This
critique should reveal how identifying and capitalizing on theological themes found in
film can serve as an effective strategy for evangelism and/or discipleship.

 Internet Project: research sound Christian theological resources available via the Internet
and prepare a written summary of your findings. This report should include
recommendations and implications for the Church today.

 Sermons/Lessons: using insights gained from the course, write a series of at least four
manuscript messages designed to clearly communicate sound theological understanding.
These messages should be contextualized and relevant to a specified target audience.  

 Research paper: prepare a well researched paper on some aspect of Christian theology
pertinent to the course that would be helpful to you.

 Self-designed project: Students have the option of proposing a customized final project.
The proposal must be submitted in written form, and the professor’s permission must be
secured in advance.

Note: 3 credit hour students are to complete one of the above projects.
    4 credit hour students are to complete two of the above projects. 
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COURSE GRADING
  3 hr course   4 hr course

            Pts  % of Grade Pts   % 
    1. Class participation and attendance  100 10% 100 10%
    2. Assigned reading  (3hr 1000 pages; 4hr 1250 pages) 300 30% 200

20%
    3. Weekly sermons/lessons/case studies  (4@75pts. ea.) 300 30% 300 30%
    4.  Final Project(s) (3 hr 1 project; 4 hr two projects) 300 30% 400 40%
Note:  Grade will be deducted for late work.  

OFFICE HOURS

My desire is to help every student succeed.  Should you need assistance outside of normal class
hours, I can be reached during the week at my office. My office number is 268-1000.  My home
number is 889-5123.  Please leave a message if necessary.  

BIBLIOGRAPHY

An extensive supplemental bibliography will be distributed on the first day of class.
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Prepared by Jay Taylor, Spring 2004


