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COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

An examination of New Testament theology in terms of its historical and social environment.
Various approaches or emphases may be taken, depending on the instructor and/or purpose of the
class.  Generally the major doctrinal themes of the New Testament are covered.  Attention is
given to Pentecostal and charismatic issues.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

At the conclusion of this course the student should be able to:
1. Reflect in a more spiritual manner to life and ministry needs in terms of New Testament

theology;
2. Teach and preach more effectively and appropriately on societal and religious issues

from understanding current issues in the NT theological area;
3. Interpret more appropriately the New Testament using a biblical theological

hermeneutic;
4. React positively to community models of New Testament theology in terms of

relationships;
5. Use a personal method of doing New Testament theology;
6. Integrate and articulate the major theological themes of the NT.

TEXTBOOKS

Required:

Thielman, Frank. Theology of the New Testament: A Canonical and Synthetic Approach. Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 2005.

Any translation of the Bible.

Recommended:

Marshall, I. Howard. New Testament Theology: Many Witnesses, One Gospel. Downers Grove:
IVP, 2004.

COURSE OUTLINE

Chapels meet on March 27  1:30-2:45

• Introduction   to New Testament Theology: 
o Issues and Positions
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o Read Thielman: Introduction: Chapter 1: The Theology of the New
Testament: The Basic Questions

• Introduction   to the Gospels:
o The Problem of the Four Gospels
o Read and Study Thielman Chapter 2: The Persistence and Importance of a

Fourfold Gospel
o Read and Study Thielman Chapter 7: Four Diverse Witnesses to the One

Gospel of Jesus Christ

•      The Four Gospels and Acts  
o Read and Study Thielman Chapter 3: Mark: The Death of God’s Son as

Good News
o Read the Gospel of Mark

o Read and  Study Thielman Chapter 4: Matthew: New Wine in Old Skins
o Read the Gospel of Matthew

o Read and Study Thielman Chapter 5: Luke-Acts: The Place of Christians in
the Program of Salvation History

o Read the Gospel of Luke and Acts
 
o Read and Study Thielman Chapter 6: John: Faith in Jesus as the Means to

Eternal  Life
o Read the Gospel of John

•      The Pauline Epistles   
o Read and Study Thielman Chapter 8: The Coherence and Center of Paul’s

Theology
And Thielman Chapter 22: Paul’s Emphases and Convictions

o Read and Study Thielman Chapters 9 and 10: First and Second
Thessalonians

o Read 1st & 2nd Thessalonians

o Read and Study Thielman Chapters 11 & 15: Galatians and Romans
o Read Galatians and Romans

o Read and Study Thielman Chapters 12 & 14: First and Second Corinthians
o Read 1st & 2nd Corinthians
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o Read Thielman Chapters 13, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, Philippians, Colossians,
Philemon, Ephesians, 1st Timothy, Titus, and 2nd Timothy

•      The Non-Pauline Letters and the Revelation of John  
o Read and Study Thielman Chapter 23: Finding Unity in the Non-Pauline

Letters and Revelation & Thielman Chapter 33: The Clash of Worldviews in
Hebrews to Revelation

o Read and Study Thielman Chapter 24: James
o Read James

o Read and Study Thielman Chapter 25: Jude
o Read Jude

o Read and Study Thielman Chapter 26: Second Peter
o Read 2nd Peter

o Read and Study Thielman Chapter 27: First John; Chapter 28: Second John;
Chapter 29: Third John

o Read 1st, 2nd, and 3rd John

o Read and Study Thielman Chapter 30: First Peter
o Read 1st Peter
o
o Read and Study Thielman Chapter 31: Hebrews
o Read Hebrews

o Read and Study Thielman Chapter 32: Revelation
o Read Revelation

•      Conclusion  
o Read and Study Thielman Chapter 24: The Theological Unity of the New

Testament

METHODOLOGY and REQUIREMENTS

1.      Observe the reading and study directives in the course outline. Reading should be done in
advance for the particular object of study for the day. This enhances learning and class
discussion.  

2. This course will focus on reading the entire New Testament and the textbook. An ample
number of articles and books are in the bibliography for the benefit and interest of the
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student and should be consulted along the way.  We will work our way through the
material, interpreting it as we go. Hermeneutics are important for the proper development
of theology. Remember, though, that theology is more than hermeneutics and interpreting
individual texts. Theology is synthetic in nature.  

3. Three biblical theology papers are required. The first will focus on a topic from the
Gospels; the second on a topic from the Pauline Epistles, and the third on a topic from
Hebrews to Revelation section. Each paper will be done in acceptable AGTS style,
conforming to Turabian’s 6th edition. Each paper will be from 9-10 pages in length. Paper
# 1 is due February _6; # 2 March_13; and #3 on April_24.

4. On the day of the scheduled final exam, a one page brief report signifying (signature) and
noting that the student has read the NT and the textbook. 

5. Absences—consult the Student Handbook—should be guarded carefully in light of block
classes, etc. 

GRADING PROCEDURE 

The student's grade will be derived from the following procedure:
100 points         First Paper
100 points         Second Paper
100 points  Third Paper

            300 points possible
The grade will come from the appropriate percentages of the total possible:
    95-100 % A 80-83 % B-
    90-94 % A- 77-79 % C+
    87-89 % B+ 74-76 % C
    84-86 % B 70-73 % C-

SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY

Aker, Ben.  "Initial Evidence, A Biblical Perspective."  In the Dictionary of Pentecostal and
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Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1988.  588-598.
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SPECIFIC DATA:  

Syllabus prepared by Benny C. Aker, PhD, October 2005.


