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COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION
For this course the emphasis will be on the exegesis of the First and Second Letters of
Peter, with some attention given to the recent contributions of rhetorical criticism and
social-science criticism that enhance the task of interpreting these inspired texts in light
of their original setting. The course will be supplemented by brief studies of the life of
Peter, his sermons in canonical Acts, and the Petrine tradition reflected in non-canonical
texts attributed to Peter (pseudepigrapha). Class sessions will be conducted as an English
Bible study with occasional reference to the Greek text. Prerequisites: Students enrolled
for BNT 542 are expected to have completed BNT 530; those enrolled for BGR 627 are
expected to have completed BGR 612 or its equivalent.

OBJECTIVES
Upon completion of this course, the student should have demonstrated—in classroom
discussions, presentations, papers, and on a final examination—the accomplishment of
the following objectives in keeping with the mission of AGTS, which is to “…Shap[e]
servant leaders with knowledge, skill and passion to revitalize the church and evangelize
the world in the power of the Spirit.”

Knowledge
1. An understanding of the historical and social backgrounds of these letters
2. An awareness of the issues related to the authorship of these epistles
3. A close familiarity with the content and basic ideas of these letters
4. A solid grasp of the key theological and ethical issues raised in 1 & 2 Peter

Skill
1. The ability to rehearse orally or outline manually the author’s basic flow of thought
2. The ability to interpret these epistles for the contemporary Church in light of
faithfulness to the intended message of the inspired author to his original hearers.
3. The ability to evaluate the usefulness of, and apply the results of, biblical critical
methods of exegesis (i.e. social science criticism and rhetorical criticism) in a manner
consistent with Evangelical and Pentecostal commitments to the reliability of Scripture

Passion
1. A heightened appreciation and love for these letters as sacred Scripture 
2. A desire to grow personally as spiritual leaders in and for the Church 
3. An attitude of excitement about challenging the Church, through preaching and
teaching, to live its life in these Last Days in a manner consistent with the meaning and
message of 1 & 2 Peter.



TEXTBOOKS

The Bible (NIV, NASB, or NRSV)

Elliott, John Hall. A Home for the Homeless: A Social-Scientific Criticism of 1 Peter, Its
Situation and Strategy. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1990.

McKnight, Scot. 1 Peter: The NIV Application Commentary. Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
1996.

Moo, Douglas J. 2 Peter: The NIV Application Commentary. Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
1996.

BASIC OUTLINE

May 8 Introduction: Peter’s life and ministry in the Gospels, Acts and beyond.
  9 Introduction: Interpreting epistles; evaluating newer exegetical tools: Social

science and rhetorical criticism
10 1 Peter1:1-2 — Epistolary Prescript: Authorship, date, destination and audience
11 1 Peter 1:3-12 — The Exordium
12 1 Peter 1:13-2:10 — The Probatio, Argumentio I
15 (Continued)
16 1 Peter 2:11-3:12 — The Probatio, Argumentio II
17 (Continued)
18 1 Peter 3:13-4:11 — The Probatio, Argumentio III
19 (Continued)
22 1 Peter 4:12-5:9 — The Peroratio

DUE: Written critique of Home for the Homeless (BNT 542 students only) or
translation of Greek text underlying exegesis paper (BGR 627 students only)

23 1 Peter 5:10-14 — Doxology and Epistolary Conclusion
24 2 Peter 1:1-2 — Epistolary Prescript: Authorship, date, destination and audience
25 2 Peter 1:3-15 — The Exordium
26 2 Peter 1:16-3:13 — The Probatio
29 Memorial Day HOLIDAY—No Class
30 2 Peter 1:16-3:13 — The Probatio (Continued)
31 2 Peter 3:14-18 — The Peroratio
June 1 Discussion of Petrine Pseudepigrapha; Review
2 FINAL EXAM

METHODOLOGY

The course will utilize lectures by the professor, dialogue between the professor and
students, and seminar-type presentations by the students.
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS
1. Regular class attendance and participation in discussions are expected.
2. Submission of your reading log for the three textbooks: A Home for the Homeless and

the two commentaries by McKnight and Moo. A form will be provided. DUE: June
2, 2006.

3. An exegesis paper (approximately 12 pages) of one literary unit in 1 or 2 Peter.
Detailed instructions will be provided. For BGR 627 students, the exegesis paper
must reflect usage of the Greek language, including at least one word study and
significant grammatical and syntactical observations. BNT 542 students will not be
expected to utilize the Greek text, but should pay special attention to matters of
critical scholarship surrounding the exegesis of the text. BNT 542 students may make
special arrangements with the professor to research and write a theological analysis on
a specific theme in 1 or 2 Peter, in lieu of an exegesis paper. DUE: June 9, 2006

4. Written assignment DUE: May 22, 2006
BNT 542 students: Written critique of A Home for the Homeless (3-4 pages). 
BGR 627 students: Written translation of the Greek text that forms the immediate
context (minimum 20 verses) of the passage that you selected for exegesis. This must
include detailed notes of verb conjugations and your translation decisions. 

5. A seminar-type presentation (10-15) minutes to the class of the preliminary findings
of your exegesis paper; this is to be presented on the date corresponding to the class
discussion of you selected passage. By May 10, you must report, for the professor’s
approval, the passage you have selected tentatively to exegete.

6. Completion of a final exam over Bible content and interpretive issues relative to 1
and 2 Peter.

 
GRADING PROCEDURE

Class attendance and Participation   5%
Reading Log 15%
Book Critique or Greek Translation 15%
Presentation Report 15%
Exegesis Paper 25%
Final Exam 25%

The grading scale will be that published in the AGTS Catalog.

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

1 Peter
Achtemeier, Paul J. 1 Peter: A Commentary on First Peter. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1996.
*Arichea, Daniel C., and Nida, Eugene A. A Translator’s Handbook on the First Letter

from Peter. New York: United Bible Societies, 1980.
Beare, Francis W. The First Epistle of Peter: The Greek Text with Introduction and

Notes. 3rd. rev. ed. Oxford: Blackwell, 1970.
Beasley-Murray, G.R. The General Epistles: James, 1 Peter, Jude, 2 Peter. London/New

York: Lutterworth/Abingdon, 1965.
Best, Ernest. 1 Peter. New Century Bible. Greenwood, SC: The Attic Press, 1971; Grand

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1971.
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Blaicklock, E. M. First Peter: A Translation and Devotional Commentary. Waco: Word,
1977.

Boring, M. Eugene. 1 Peter. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1999.
Clowney, E. P. The Message of Peter. Downers Grove, IL” InterVarsity, 1988.
Cranfield, C .E .B. The First Epistle of Peter. London, SCM, 1950.
Davids, Peter H. The First Epistle of Peter. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1990.
Elliott, John H. 1 Peter: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary. Anchor

Bible. New York: Doubleday, 2000.
Goppelt, Leonhard. A Commentary on I Peter. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1993.
Grudem, Wayne A. The First Epistle of Peter: An Introduction and Commentary. TNTC.

Grand Rapids: Erdmans, 1988.
Hiebert, D. Edmond. 1 Peter. Chicago: Moody, 1984.
*Jobes, Karen H. 1 Peter. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2005.
Marshall, I. Howard. 1 Peter. The IVP New Testament Commentary. Downers Grove:

InterVarsity, 1991.
*Michaels, J. Ramsey. 1 Peter. Word Biblical Commentary. Waco, TX: Word, 1988.
Miller, Donald G.  On This Rock: A Commentary on First Peter. Allison Park, PA:

Pickwick, 1993.
Schreiner, Thomas R. 1, 2 Peter, Jude. Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 2003.
*Selwyn, Edward Gordon. The First Epistle of St. Peter: The Greek Text with

Introduction, Notes and Essays. Second Edition. London: Macmillan, 1947; reprinted
Grand Rapids: Baker, 1981.

Stibbs, A. M. The First Epistle General of Peter: A Commentary. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1959.

Stronstad, Roger. The First Epistle of Peter: Models for Christian Living. Companion
Bible Commentary. Vancouver: CLM Educational Society, 1983.

2 Peter
*Bauckham Richard J. Jude, 2 Peter.  Word Biblical Commentary. Waco, TX: Word,

1983.
Green, Michael. The Second General Epistle of Peter and the General Epistle of Jude:

An Introduction and Commentary. Tyndale New Testament Commentaries. Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1968; reprint 1984.

Lucas, Dick, and Green Christopher. The Message of 2 Peter and Jude. The Bible Speaks
Today. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1995.

Neyrey, Jerome. 2 Peter, Jude: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary.
Anchor Bible New York: Doubleday, 1993.

Sidebottom, E. M. James, Jude and II Peter. New Century Bible. Greenwood, SC: The
Attic Press, 1967; reprinted Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1982.

1 and 2 Peter
Bigg, Charles. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistles of St. Peter and St.

Jude. International Critical Commentary. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1901.
Clark, Gordon H. 1 and 2 Peter. Phillipsburg, NJ: Presbyterian and Reformed, 1980.
Cranfield, C .E .B. I and II Peter and Jude. London, SCM, 1968.
Hillyer, Norman. 1 and 2 Peter, Jude. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1992.
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Kelley, J. N. D. A Commentary on the Epistles of Peter and of Jude. Black’s New
Testament Commentaries. London: A & C Black, 1969; reprint ed. Peabody, MA:
Hendrickson, 1999.

Mounce, Robert H. A Living Hope: A Commentary on 1 and 2 Peter. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1982.

Plumptre, E. H. The General Epistles of St. Peter and St. Jude. The Cambridge Bible for
Schools and Colleges. Cambridge: University of Cambridge Press, 1897, 1926.

Reicke, Bo. The Epistles of James, Peter and Jude. Second edition. The Anchor Bible.
Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1964, 1978.

Walls, David, and Anders, Max. I & II Peter, I, II & III John, Jude. Holman New
Testament Commentary. Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1999.

Speeches of Peter in Acts
Bruce, F. F. The Speeches in the Acts of the Apostles. London: Tyndale, 1942.
Dodd, C. H. The Apostolic Preaching and Its Developments. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1936,

1980.
Glassen, T. Francis. “The Speeches in Acts and Thucydides.” Expository Times 76

(1965): 165.
Ridderbos, Hermann N. The Speeches of Peter in the Acts of the Apostles. London:

Tyndale, 1962.

The Question of Pseudepigrapha in the New Testament
*Aland, Kurt. “The Problem of Anonymity and Pseudonymity in Christian Literature of

the First Two Centuries.” In The Authorship and Integrity of the New Testament.
London: SPCK, 1965.

Charlesworth, James H. The New Testament Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha: A Guide to
Publications, with Excursus on Apocalypses. Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow Press, 1987.

Davids, Peter H. “The Pseudepigrapha in the Catholic Epistles.” In Charlesworth, James
H. and Evans, Craig A., Eds. The Pseudepigrapha and Early Biblical Interpretation.
Journal for the Study of the Pseudepigrapha Supplement Series 14. Sheffield: JSOT
Press, 1993, 228-245.

Ehrman, Bart. Lost Scriptures: Books That Did Not Make It into the New Testament. New
York: Oxford University Press, 2003.

Guthrie, Donald. “Epistolary Pseudepigraphy.” Appendix C in New Testament
Introduction 4th ed. (rev.) Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1990.

*______. “The Development of the Idea of Canonical Pseudepigrapha in New Testament
Criticism.” In The Authorship and Integrity of the New Testament. London: SPCK,
1965.

Metzger, Bruce Manning. “Literary Forgeries and Canonical Pseudepigrapha.” Journal of
Biblical Literature 91 (March 1972): 3-24.

Schneemelcher, Wilhelm. New Testament Apocrypha. Revised edition, English
translation edited by R. McL. Wilson. Tubingen: J. C. B. Mohr, 1990;  James Clarke
& Co. Ltd., 1991.
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Other special topics related to 1 or 2 Peter
Balch, David L. Let Wives Be Submissive: The Domestic Code in 1 Peter. Chico, CA:

Scholars Press, 1981.
Bechtler, Steven Richard. Following in His Steps: Suffering, Community and Christology

in 1 Peter. Society for Biblical Literature Dissertation Series. Atlanta: Scholars Press,
1998.

Bruce, F. F. Peter, Stephen, James and John: Studies in Non-Pauline Christianity. Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1979.

Campbell, Barth L. Honor, Shame and the Rhetoric of 1 Peter. Society of Biblical
Literature Dissertation Series. Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1998.

Cross, F. L. I Peter: A Paschal Liturgy. London: A. R. Mowbray, 1954.
Elliott, John Hall. 1 Peter: Estrangement and Community. Chicago: Franciscan Herald,

1979.
Garnsey, P. and Saller, R. The Roman Empire: Economy, Society and Culture. Berkley:

Univerfsity of California Press, 1987.
Green, E. M. B. 2 Peter Reconsidered. London: Tyndale Press, 1961.
Harnack, Adolf von. “Christians as a Third Race, in the Judgment of their Opponents.”

An excursus in The Mission and Expansion of Christianity in the First Three
Centuries. 1902. Translated and edited by James Moffatt, 1904. New York: Harper
Torchbooks, 1962, pp. 266-278. Also available at
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/rs/rak/courses/535/Harnack/bk2all.htm#2-7e

Hillyer, N. “Rock-Stone Imagery in I Peter.” Tyndale Bulletin 22 (1971): 58-81.
Lapham, F. Peter: The Myth, the Man and the Writings: A Study of Early Petrine Text

and Tradition.  London: Sheffield, 2003.
Martin, Troy W. Metaphor and Composition in 1 Peter. Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1992.
Meeks, Wayne. The First Urban Christians. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press,

1983.
Metzger, Bruce M. “Antioch-on-the-Orontes.” The Biblical Archaeologist. 11 (December

1948): 70-88.
Reicke, Bo. The Disobedient Spirits and Christian Baptism: A Study of 1 Peter III.19 and

Its Context. Kobenhavn: Uppsala, 1946; reprint New York: AMS Press, 1984.
Thiede, C. P. Simon Peter: From Galilee to Rome. Exeter: paternoster, 1986.
Thornton, T. C. G. “I Peter: A Paschal Liturgy?” Journal of Theological Studies 12 (1,

1961): 14-26.
Thuren, Lauri. The Rhetorical Strategy of 1 Peter: With Special Regard to Ambiguous

Expressions. Abo, Finland: Abo Academy Press, 1990.
Winter, B. W. Seek the Welfare of the City: Christians as Benefactors and Citizens.

Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1994.
Witherington, Ben III. Women in the Earliest Churches. Cambridge: Cambridge

University Pres, 1988.

*On AGTS Library Reserve.

SPECIFIC DATA: Prepared by David R. Bundrick, March 10, 2006; revised March 16,
2006.
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