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COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION
An expositional study of the book of Jeremiah and his message within it cultural milieu.
Emphasis of this course will be on delivering the message of Jeremiah to a 21% century audience.

OBJECTIVES

The primary objective of this class is to help the student understand the prophecy of Jeremiah in
its socio-historical context and apply its theological truths to the modern Christian. In achieving
this goal, the student will be led to examine the following concerns throughout the course:

A. General Concerns
1. Understand Old Testament Prophecy and role of the prophet.
2. Distinguish the place of Jeremiah in light of other Israeli prophets.
B. Ongoing Textual Concerns
1. Grasp the principal messages of Jeremiah.
2. Grasp the role played by Jeremiah against the historical backdrop of the final years of
the Judean Monarchy
3. Appreciate the prophet’s use of literary devices to propel his message.
4. Apply exegetical research skills to develop in-depth understanding of a select
portions of Jeremiah’s prophecy.
C. Interpretive Concerns
1. Develop diverse, yet practical, avenues of exposition exhibiting sound hermeneutical
principles ready for immediate implementation.

TEXTBOOKS

Required:
Blenkinsopp, Joseph. A History of Prophecy in Israel: From the Settlement in the Land to the
Hellenistic Period. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1983.



Huey, F. B. Jeremiah Lamentations. The New American Commentary. Nashville: Broadman
Press, 1993.

Suggested Texts

Perdue, L. G., and B. W. Kovacs, eds. A Prophet to the Nations: Essays in Jeremiah Studies.
Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1984.

Bright, John. Jeremiah. The Anchor Bible. New York: Doubleday, 1965.

METHODOLOGY

1.

2.
3.
4

Lecture will serve as the primary structure for topics presented in class.
Lecture is intended to foster rich discussion.

Small group discussion will be used for various issues.

Students will be afforded the opportunity for short presentations concerning
application of the message of Jeremiah.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1.

A 3-page summary of issues relating to date, authorship, and structure of Jeremiah.
The student should be as concise as possible. For this and all written assignments,
work should be double-spaced in Times New Roman (or equivalent) 12 pt type.
Writing style should be based on the 6™ edition of Turabian.

A 2-page summary of material in Blenkinsopp dealing with the broad theme of Old
Testament prophecy.

A Christian Education lesson plan aimed at a particular age group (elementary to
adult). Lesson plans should include an outline of the session, evidence of exposition
and application, and any visual aids that will be used (overheads, PowerPoint
outlines, flannel-graph items, etc.). The outline should be extensive enough to
suggest that the student has grasped the historical and social issues in the text. There
is no length requirement, but it should reflect the amount of material that can
realistically be covered in a 50 minute time period. Text parameters for this
assignment will be pericope of your choice from Jeremiah 7-15

A lecture geared toward the college classroom. Lecture should include learning
objectives, a formal outline of your lecture including historical and background
information, discussion and/or small group questions, and at least five questions that
could be used on an examination. As a point of departure from the C.E. lesson plan,
your lecture should include evidence exegetical interest, critical concerns, scholarly
opinion, and discussion of application. There is no length requirement, but it should
also reflect the amount of material that could realistically be covered in a 50 minute
time period. Text parameters for this assignment will be a pericope of your choice
from Jeremiah 16-29.

A short sermon. This assignment will be delivered orally and will be limited to 10
minutes. Your sermon should follow all of the guidelines of sound hermeneutical
content and homiletical style. (I know that you can preach for 40 minutes, | want to
see if you can say anything in 10!). You will be required to turn in a formal “script”
of your sermon, which should include an introduction, reading of the text, exposition,



illustration, and application. The length of this assignment should reflect a script that
could be delivered in a 10 minute time frame. Text parameters for this assignment
will be a passage of your choice from Jeremiah 30-39. Keep in mind that you should
choose the size of your passage based the amount of exposition that you could
realistically do in 10 minutes.

6. An exegesis paper of 8-10 pages will be required on a passage of your choice from
Jeremiah 40-52. The 6™ edition of Turabian should me used as a manual for style.
You are free to use the reference style of choice, as long as it is sanctioned by
Turabian. You should use a minimum of 10 sources and include a bibliography.
Grading of this paper will be as follows: 1) 70% content, 2) 10% scholarship, 3)10%
grammar, and 4) 10% style.

7. A grade will be assessed for participation. Participation will be based on attendance
and how much you are “engaged” in the class experience. Discussion is encouraged.
Please talk to the professor about any absences

8. A grade will also be given for completion of reading assignments.

COURSE OUTLINE

SESSION 1
The goal of session 1 is to address the general concerns of Introduction to Prophecy and
Introduction to Jeremiah. In addition, chapters 1-6 of Jeremiah will be discussed with
emphasis on objectives as they pertain to the Ongoing Textual Concerns as outlined

above.
Read:
1. Blenkinsopp, 20-77.
2. Huey 19-46: Introduction to Jeremiah, pp. 19-45.
3. Huey 47-102: Commentary on Jeremiah 1-6, pp. 47-102.
4. John Bright, “The Date of the Prose Sermons of Jeremiah,”” Journal of
Biblical Literature 70, 1951: 15-35.
Turn In:

1. A three page summary of authorship and structure issues in Jeremiah,
including a personal position with reasons for your belief. (Give references
where applicable).
2. A two page summary of the reading in Blenkinsopp.
In Class
1. Introduction to the course and review of syllabus
2. Introduction to prophesy in the Old Testament
3. Introduction to Jeremiah
e Small Group discussion concerning authorship
4. The Call and Visions of Jeremiah
5. Warnings of judgment from Jeremiah’s early Ministry
e Small Group discussion of the nature of Idolatry
Session Objectives
Upon completion of this session, you should be able to:
1. Understand Old Testament Prophecy and role of the prophet.



Nognn

SESSION 2

Distinguish the place of Jeremiah in light of other Israeli prophets.

Grasp the principal messages of Jeremiah 1-6.

Grasp the role played by Jeremiah in his early years of ministry under Josiah.
Appreciate the prophet’s use of literary devices to propel his oracles in
chapters 1-6.

Apply exegetical research skills to develop in-depth understanding of the
prophetic oracles of chapters 1-6.

Goals: to facilitate the understanding of various elements in Jeremiah 7-15. Focus will
remain on Ongoing Textual Concerns to foster sound hermeneutical techniques in
preaching and teaching Jeremiah.

Read:

1.
2.
3.

Turn In

2.
3.

4.
S.

Huey, 103-164.

Blenkinsopp, 153-169.

Gerhard Von Rad, “The Confessions of Jeremiah,” in A Prophet to the
Nations: Essays in Jeremiah Studies, L. G. Perdue and B. W. Kovacs, eds.
(Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1984): 339-48. (Handout given in session 1)

. C. E. Lesson Plan. (See Course Requirements)
In Class:
1.

Jeremiah’s Temple Sermon

e Small group discussion concerning faith in the Temple and its
implications for Christians

Idolatry and messages of warning

Jeremiah’s “Confessions”

e Small group discussion on implications of “Lament” poetry

Broken Covenant

Unavoidable catastrophes

e Small group discussion - application

Session Objectives
Upon completion of this session, you should be able to:

1.

2.

SESSION 3

Grasp the role played by Jeremiah in the middle of his ministry under

Jehoiakim.

Appreciate the prophet’s use of literary devices to propel his oracles in

chapters 7-15.

e Know the significance of the Temple Sermon.

e Understand the uniqueness of Jeremiah’s “confessions.”

Apply exegetical research skills to develop in-depth understanding of the

prophetic oracles of chapters 7-15.

e Adequately exposit a logical passage of scripture for use in a Christian
Education lesson.

Goals: to facilitate the understanding of various elements in Jeremiah 16-29. Focus
will remain on Ongoing Textual Concerns to foster sound hermeneutical techniques
in preaching and teaching Jeremiah.

Read:



1.
2.

Turn In

3.
4.

5.
6.

7

Huey, 165-258.
P.R. Davies, "Potter, Prophet and People: Jeremiah 18 as Parable,” HAR 11
(1987), 23-33. (Handout given in Session 2)

. College Lecture and Lesson Plan (See Course Requirements)
In Class:
1.
2.

Threats and promises

The potter’s house

e Small group discussion of Davies article.
Jeremiah’s humiliation and despair

The failure of Judean kings and the Righteous king

e Small group discussion: Divine Warrior
Judgment on Judah and the nations

Messages against and conflict with the false prophets
e Small group discussion: false prophets

A letter to the Exiles

Session Objectives
Upon completion of this session, you should be able to:

1.

2.

SESSION 4

Grasp the role played by Jeremiah toward the end of his ministry under

Zedekiah.

Appreciate the prophet’s use of literary devices to propel his oracles in

chapters 16-29.

e Recognize the use of object lessons in the potter’s house narrative.

e Be able to distinguish between the concepts of Yahweh as Divine Warrior
and current concepts of “jihad” or “holy war.”

e Recognize the common prophetic “oracle against the nations” motif.

e Understand the significance of Jeremiah’s “letter.”

Apply exegetical research skills to develop in-depth understanding of the

prophetic oracles of chapters 16-29.

e Adequately exposit a logical passage of scripture for use in college level
classroom.

Goals: to facilitate the understanding of various elements in Jeremiah 30-39. Focus will
remain on Ongoing Textual Concerns to foster sound hermeneutical techniques in
preaching and teaching Jeremiah.

Read:

1.
2.

Huey, 259-346
25 pages from any resource on the Bibliography (for sermon preparation)

Turn In: A script of your Short Sermon. (See Course Requirements: include
references).



In Class:
1. Sermon Presentations
2. Hope and restoration
¢ A new Covenant
e Jeremiah’s purchase of a field.
3. Events and messages from 605 to the fall of Jerusalem.
e Jeremiah’s arrest
e Fall of Jerusalem
Session Objectives
Upon completion of this session, you should be able to:
1. Grasp the role played by Jeremiah from 605 to the fall of Jerusalem.
2. Appreciate the prophet’s use of literary devices to propel his oracles in
chapters 30-39.
e Recognize the use of object lessons in the Jeremiah’s purchase of the field.
e Be able to outline and understand the implications of Jeremiah’s “New
Covenant.”
3. Apply exegetical research skills to develop in-depth understanding of the
prophetic oracles of chapters 30-39.
e Adequately exposit a logical passage of scripture in preparation and
delivery of a short sermon.
SESSION 5
Goals: to facilitate the understanding of various elements in Jeremiah 40-52. Focus
will remain on Ongoing Textual Concerns to foster sound hermeneutical techniques
in preaching and teaching Jeremiah.
Read:
1. Huey, 347-440
2. 50 pages from any resource in the Bibliography (for Exegesis paper).
Turn In: Exegesis Paper (See Course Requirements)
In Class:
1. Gedeliah’s governorship.
2. Jeremiah’s flight to Egypt and his message.
3. Oracles Against the nations.
e Small group discussion.
4. Events from the fall of Jerusalem to the release of Jehoiachin.
5. Theological themes in Jeremiah.
e Small group discussion.
Session Objectives
Upon completion of this session, you should be able to:
1. Grasp the role played by Jeremiah after the fall of Jerusalem.
2. Appreciate the prophet’s use of literary devices to propel his oracles in
chapters 40-52.
e Understand the function of the OAN in this section.
3. Apply exegetical research skills to develop in-depth understanding of the
prophetic oracles of chapters 40-52.
4. Discuss the dominant theological themes of Jeremiah.



5. Adequately exegete the content of Jeremiah.

GRADING PROCEDURE

1. 3-page summary of authorship, etc 2.5%
2. 2-page summary of Blenkinsopp 2.5%
3. C.E. LessonPlan 15%
4. College Lesson Plan 15%
5. Short Sermon 15%
6. Exegesis 30%
7. Participation 5%

8. Reading Assignments 15%

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Ackerman, S. Under Every Green Tree: Popular Religion in Sixth-Century Judah. HSM
46; Atlanta: Scholars, 1992.

Aitken, K.T., "The Oracles Against Babylon in Jeremiah 50-51." TB 35 (1984): 25-63.

Auld, A.G. "Prophets Through the Looking Glass." JSOT 27 (1983): 3-23.

Avigad, N. “Baruch the Scribe and Jerahmeel the King’s Son.” IEJ 28 (1978): 52-56.

Bartlett, J.R. Edom and the Edomites. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1989.

Berlin, A. "Jeremiah 29:5-7, a Deuteronomic Allusion." Hebrew Annual Review 8
(1984): 3-11.

Berquist, J.L. "Prophetic Legitimation in Jeremiah.” VT 39 (1989): 129-139.

Borowski, O. Agriculture in Iron Age Israel. Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 1987.

Bozak, B.A. "Heeding the Received Text: Jer 2,20a, A Case in Point." Bib 77 (1996):
524-37.

Bright, John. Jeremiah. The Anchor Bible. New York: Doubleday, 1965.

Bultmann, C. "A Prophet in Desperation? The Confessions of Jeremiah." In J.C. de
Moor, ed. The Elusive Prophet. Leiden: Brill, 2001: 83-93.

Carrol, R. P. Jeremia:. OTL. London: SCM Press, 1986.

. Jeremiah. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1986.
. "Prophecy and Dissonance, A Theoretical Approach to the Prophetic

Tradition." ZAW 92 (1980): 108-119.

Couroyer, B. "Corne et arc." RB 73 (1966): 510-521.

Craigie, P. C., P. H. Kelley, and J. F. Drinkard. Jeremiah 1-25: Word Biblical Commentary.
Dallas: Word Books, 1991.

Davies, P.R. "Potter, Prophet and People: Jeremiah 18 as Parable.” HAR 11 (1987): 23-
33.

DeRoche, M. “Jeremiah 2:2-3 and Israel’s Love for God during the Wilderness
Wanderings.” CBQ 45 (1983): 364-76.

Dijkstra, M. "Prophecy by Letter (Jeremiah xxix 24-32)." VT 33 (1983): 319-322.

Dubbink, J. "Jeremiah: Hero of Faith or Defeatist? Concerning the Place and Function of
Jeremiah 20.14-18." JSOT 86 (1999): 67-84.




Fretheim, T.E. "The Repentance of God: A Study of Jeremiah 18:7-10." HAR 11 (1987):
81-92.

Gosse, B. "Les 'confessions' de jeremie, la vengeance contre Jerusalem a I'image de celle
contre Babylone et les nations, et Lamentations 1." ZAW 111 (1999): 58-67.

Herr, L.G. "What Ever Happened to the Ammonites?" BAR 19/6 (1993): 26-35, 68.

Harrison, R. K. Jeremiah and Lamentations: TOTC. London: Tyndale Press, 1973.

Holladay, W.L. Jeremiah 1, 2 : Hermenia. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1986; Minneapolis:
Fortress Press, 1989. (Respectively)

Holt, E.K. "The Chicken and the Egg -- or was Jeremiah a Member of the Deuteronomist
Party?" JSOT 44 (1989): 109-22.

. “Jeremiah’s Temple Sermon and the Deuteronomists: An Investigation of the

Redactional Relationship between Jeremiah 7 and 26.” JSOT 36 (1986): 73-87.

House, P.R. "Plot, Prophecy, and Jeremiah." JETS 36 (1993): 297-306.

Jones, D. R. Jeremiah: NCB. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1992.

Keown, G. L., P. J. Scalise, and T. G. Smothers. Jeremiah 26-52: Word Biblical Commentary.
Dallas: Word Books, 1995.

Kessler, M. “Jeremiah Chapters 26—45 Reconsidered.” JNES 27 (1968): 81-88.

Leene, H. "Blowing the Same Shofar: An Intertextual Comparison of Representations of
the Prophetic Role in Jeremiah and Ezekiel.” In J.C. de Moor, ed. The Elusive Prophet.
Leiden: Brill, 2001: 175-98.

Lundbom, J.R. “Baruch, Seraiah and Expanded Colophons in the Book of Jeremiah.”

JSOT 36 (1986): 89-114.

. Jeremiah 1-20: AB. New York: Doubleday, 1999.

McConville, J.G. "Jeremiah: Prophet and Book." TB 42 (1991): 80-95.

McKane, W. Jeremiah 1-25. International Critical Commentary. Edinbirgh: T. & T. Clark,
1986.

. Jeremiah 26-52. International Critical Commentary. Edinbirgh: T. & T. Clark, 1996.
McKeating, H. Jeremiah: Epworth Commentaries. Peterborough: Epworth Press, 1999.
Magonet, J. "Jeremiah’s Last Confession: Structure, Image and Ambiguity.” HAR 11

(1987): 303-317.

Miller, J.M. and J.H. Hayes. A History of Ancient Israel and Judah. Philadelphia:
Westminster, 1986.

Muilenburg, J. “Baruch the Scribe.” In J.I. Durham and J.R. Porter, eds. Proclamation
and Presence. Richmond: Knox, 1970: 213-38.

Noegel, S.B., "Atbash in Jeremiah and Its Literary Significance --Part 1," JBQ 24 (1996),
82-89.

Olmstead, A.T. History of Assyria. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1951.

Olson, D.C. "Jeremiah 4.5-31 and Apocalyptic Myth." JSOT 73 (1997): 81-107.

Overholt, T.W. "Jeremiah 27-29: The Question of False Prophecy.” JAAR 35 (1967):
241-249.

Rad, Gerhard von. “The Confessions of Jeremiah.” In L. G. Perdue and B. W. Kovacs, eds. A
Prophet to the Nations: Essays in Jeremiah Studies. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1984:
339-48.

Redford, D.B. Egypt, Canaan, and Israel in Ancient Times. Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1992.



Roberts, J.J.M. "The Motif of the Weeping God in Jeremiah and Its Background in the
Lament Tradition of the Ancient Near East." OTE 5 (1992): 361-74.

Saggs, H.W.F. The Greatness That Was Babylon. New York: Mentor Books, 1962.

Schart, A. "Combining Prophetic Oracles in Mari Letters and Jeremiah 36." JANES 23
(1995): 75-93.

Sharp, C.J. "The Call of Jeremiah and Diaspora Politics.” JBL 119 (2000): 421-38.

Smit, J.H. "War-related Terminology and Imagery in Jeremiah 15:10-21." OTE 11
(1998): 105-14.

Stager, L.E. "The Fury of Babylon: Ashkelon and the Archaeology of Destruction.” BAR
22/1 (1996): 56-69, 76-77.

Stulman, L. "Insiders and Outsiders in the Book of Jeremiah: Shifts in Symbolic
Arrangements.” JSOT 66 (1995): 65-85.

Thompson, J.A. The Book of Jeremiah: NICOT. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1980.

Vischer, W. "The Vocation of the Prophet to the Nations: An Exegesis of Jeremiah 1:4-
10." Interpretation 9 (1955): 310-17.

Willis, T.M. ""They Did Not Listen to the Voice of the LORD": A Literary Analysis of
Jeremiah 37-45." ResQ 42 (2000): 65-84.

Worschech, U. "Egypt and Moab." BA 60/4 (1997): 229-235.

Yamauchi, E.M. Persia and the Bible. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1990.

SPECIAL DATA

Syllabus prepared by Mark A. Jenkins, Ph.D., August 2007.



