
ASSEMBLIES OF GOD THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
BOT 538 Studies in Prophetical Books:  Isaiah

Roger D. Cotton, Th.D. Spring 2007
e-mail: rcotton@agts.edu Wednesdays, 7:30-10:15 a.m.

COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

A section by section exegetical study of the Book of Isaiah with emphasis on its theological 
themes and principlizing for the church today.  Attention will be given to selected issues 
including the unity of the book.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of this course the student should be able to:

1. Outline the major sections of the book of Isaiah.

2. Discuss the unity of the book and the strengths and weaknesses of the critical theories of 
multiple authorship.

3. Describe how the prophecies of Isaiah fit into the historical context of Israel and the 
ancient Near East.

4. Identify, explain, and apply the major theological themes and concepts taught in the book.

5. Discuss the interpretations of the issues dealt with in class giving your own conclusions.

6. Exegete and apply to the church today any passage in Isaiah.

TEXTBOOKS

Required
Cotton, Roger D., ed. B0T 538 Isaiah Handouts 2007  (AGTS)

Horton, Stanley. Isaiah: A Logion Press Commentary. Springfield, MO: Logion Press, 2000.

Motyer, J. Alec.  The Prophecy of Isaiah:  An Introduction and Commentary.  Downers Grove, 
IL:  Intervarsity Press, 1993.

The Holy Bible: The Contemporary English Version.  American Bible Society, 1995.
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COURSE OUTLINE

The classes will proceed through the book of Isaiah discussing groups of chapters in most classes 
but going into depth on a few major passages.  After Spring Break presentations of papers will be 
interspersed with the lecture and the course will conclude with a final exam. 

METHODOLOGY

Lecture, discussion, reading, research and writing assignments.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Class attendance is expected; the seminary allows two (2) class absences.  Please talk to the 
professor about your absences.

1. Be prepared to discuss the passages and readings assigned for each class.
2. Read the book of Isaiah in one sitting for the second class.
3. Read the introductions to Motyer, Horton, and the NICOT commentary by Oswalt (see 

Reference section of the library) by the second class.
4. Read the best scholarly interpretations of what Isaiah 7:14 meant to Isaiah and Ahaz and 

how that relates to how Matthew understood it in his use of it in Matthew 1:22-23.  Write 
an essay of 4-6 pages (see writing instructions provided in class) summarizing the major 
views and giving your conclusion on the issue.  Include a list of all sources consulted. 
You must read on reserve the articles by Kaiser, Motyer, and Reymond, as well as the 
sections in the commentaries by Horton, Oswalt, Grogan, Watts, and Young.  Be ready to 
discuss this in class on Wednesday, January 24 and turn in the paper.

5. Read through the book of handouts, about ¾ of Motyer's, and ¾ of Horton’s 
commentaries, by the end of the course, and compare the Contemporary English Version 
to the version you normally use as the course proceeds through Isaiah.

6. Read the major theories on the unity of Isaiah and write a page of notes (not to be turned 
in) explaining the evidence for and against unity and giving your conclusion on it.  Be 
sure to be able to summarize your view of the perspective difference in chapters 40-66 
versus 1-39, and of the prophecy predicting Cyrus.  Turn in a list all the sources you 
consulted which must include: three of the best commentaries (besides the textbooks), 
Allis' The Unity of Isaiah, (key sections and points), Archer's Survey of OT Introduction, 
Stanley Horton's dissertation conclusions, and LaSor, Hubbord, Bush, 2nd ed. pp. 281-288. 
Accountability for this will be required at the last class.

7. Turn in on Feb. 7 your diagram of your passage (at least 4 verses) or one of your passages 
for a theme study for the exegetical project below. This will be explained in class and is 
in the handouts. The professor will provide feedback on the passage.

8. Turn in on April 18 or present on a date agreed upon with the professor, as described 
below, an exegetical research and application project on a passage of your choice, or a 
theme, from Isaiah, approved by the professor. If a single passage is chosen it should be at 
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least 4 verses long and be some kind of literary unit. This is to be a careful, Biblical-
theological, study of a passage with strong application for God’s people today. It does not 
have to be in the form of a traditional research paper but it must demonstrate good 
interpretive method including evidence of the following:

A.  Understanding the language of the text(s) through comparing translations and 
doing some word studies, which include at least the use of the Hebrew English 
Concordance for the NIV or the (New) Englishman’s Hebrew Concordance (coded to 
Strong’s) for the KJV and the New International Dictionary of Old Testament 
Theology and Exegesis (NIDOTTE).

A. Understanding the significance of the historical and cultural references in the 
passage(s) through background studies, including Dictionary of Biblical Imagery, and 
scholarly, exegetical commentaries.

B. Understanding the literary intent of the passage(s) by outlining the flow of thought 
and studying the literary devices used by the writer. NOTE: TURN IN a flow of 
thought diagram (instructions to be explained in class) on your passage, or one of 
your key passages (of at least 4 verses) for your theme, on the date for approval of 
projects, February 7.

D.  Understanding the theology intended through analyzing the theological and 
thematic terms and ideas used in context of the book and the whole Old Testament, 
and determining the underlying principles intended as the message of the inspired 
writer.  Here again the best commentaries should be consulted (the * ones in 
bibliography below are required and choose 2 additional ones), as well as Old 
Testament theologies, including House, and Kaiser. Read Oswalt “Isaiah, Theology 
of” in the 4th volume of NIDOTTE, and any other related theological studies.  Be sure 
to research journal articles and read at least one to qualify for an A grade.

There are three choices for method of presentation below, all of which must conclude 
with a simple sermon outline applying the results to people today, with a proposition 
and all the points answering a transitional question on the proposition, and coming 
from the passage(s).  All three choices also require a full bibliography of all sources 
consulted (not just cited). Articles in multi-author books (like NIDOTTE) must 
follow   11.26   in Turabian 6th ed.  

CHOICES:

1)  Present in class, in 20 minutes, the highlights of a detailed 2-3 page outline of the 
results of your study, at a time agreed upon with the professor (ideally the day the 
passage comes up in the course). The outline must be turned in by noon the day 
before the presentation for photocopying by the department and preview by the 
professor.
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1) Present the above outline to the professor in his office, turned in the day before.

2) Turn in a 9-12 page paper Wednesday, April 18.

9. Write a final exam over the book of Isaiah from the material discussed in class, including 
a basic outline of the major sections and an essay on the major theological themes and 
concepts, Wednesday, April 22.

10. Late work will be penalized 1 point per day late using a 12 point scale (12=A, 1=F).

WRITTEN WORK SUBMITTED TO ROGER COTTON

All work for me must be typed, double spaced, with one-inch margins and the right margin NOT 
justified, and be proof  -  read  . Your writing should demonstrate good, formal, clear, writing style 
(see handouts and Strunk and White or Getting the Words Right). For questions about format see 
Turabian 6th edition. If you need to cite a source you may choose which one of the three citation 
methods in Turabian you prefer to use: foot notes, end notes, or parenthetical. For assignments 
with specific readings, no bibliography is needed unless you want the professor to know about 
additional reading you did. If the source has been assigned, just put the last name in parentheses 
with the page number. The length may exceed the limit by a page or so. If you do not have it 
finished when it is discussed in class you shouldn’t listen to the discussion.  Put the following 
information at the top of the first page or on a title page: Name, assignment, course, my name, 
date. Do not put anything but the page numbers at the top of the other pages. No title page is 
needed for work under 4 pages. Do not use a cover, just staple it.

GRADING PROCEDURE

Reading assignments and class participation   8%
Essay on Isaiah 7:14 interpretations 18 %
Reading on the Unity of Isaiah theories   5 %
Researched presentation on a passage or a theme in Isaiah 39 %
Final Exam 30 %

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Achtemeier, Elizabeth.  The Community and Message of Isaiah 56-66.  Minneapolis:  Augsburg, 
1982.

Alexander, Joseph Addison.  Commentary on the Prophecies of Isaiah.  Reprint 1846 Grand 
Rapids:  Zondervan, 1953, 1971.
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Alexander, T. Desmond, and Brian S. Rosner, eds. New Dictionary of Biblical Theology. 
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000.

Allis, Oswald T.  The Old Testament:  Its Claims and Critics.  Philadelphia:  Presbyterian and 
Reformed Publishing Co., 1972.

______. The Unity of Isaiah: A Study in Prophecy. Philadelphia: Presbyterian and Reformed 
Publishing Co., 1972. 

Archer, Gleason L., Jr.  Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties. Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1982.

            .  A Survey of Old Testament Introduction. Rev. ed. Chicago:  Moody Press, 1994.

Baltzer, Klaus. Deutero-Isaiah : A Commentary on Isaiah 40-55. Hermeneia. Translated by 
Margaret Kohl . Edited by Peter Machinist. Minneapolis: Fortress, 2001.

Bartelt, Andrew H. The Book of Immanuel: Style and Structure in Isaiah 2-12. Winona Lake, IN: 
Eisenbrauns, 1996.

Beecher, Willis J.  The Prophets and the Promise.  Grand Rapids:  Baker, 1905.

Blenkensopp, Joseph. Isaiah 1-39. Anchor Bible. New York: Doubleday, 2000.

Bright, John.  A History of Israel.  3d ed.  Philadelphia:  Westminster Press, 1981.

Brownlee, William H.  The Meaning of the Qumran Scrolls.  New York:  Oxford University 
Press, 1964.

Brueggemann, Walter. Isaiah 1-39 and 40-66 (2 vols.). Westmin. Bib. Compan. Louisville: 
Westminster John Knox, 1998.

Bultema, Harry.  Commentary on Isaiah.  Grand Rapids:  Kregel, n.d.

Childs, Brevard S.  Introduction to the Old Testament as Scripture.  Philadelphia:  Fortress Press, 
1979.

*______.  Isaiah. OTL. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2001.

Chisholm, Robert B., Jr. Handbook on the Prophets. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2002.

Clements, R. E.  Prophecy and Covenant.  London:  SCM Press, 1965.

            .  Isaiah 1-39.  NCBC.  Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans, 1980.
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______. “The Unity of the Book of Isaiah.”  Interpretation  36 (April 1982):115-86.

______. Old Testament Prophecy: From Oracles to Canon. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 
1996.

Cotton, Roger D.  “‘Wonderful’-God’s Name.”  In  Signs and Wonders in Ministry Today, ed. 
Benny C. Aker and Gary B. McGee, 21-23.  Springfield, MO:  Gospel Publishing House, 
l996.

Delitzsch, Franz J.  Bible Commentary on the Prophecies of Isaiah.  Edinburgh:  T. and T. Clark, 
1872.

*Goldingay, John D. Isaiah. NIBC. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2001.

*______. The Message of Isaiah 40-55: A Literary-Theological Commentary. New York: T&T 
Clark, 2005.

Goldsworthy, Graeme.  Preaching the Whole Bible as Christian Scripture. Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 2000.

Gordon, Robert P., ed. “The Place is Too Small For Us”: The Israelite Prophets in Recent 
Scholarship. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1995.

*Grogan, Geoffrey W.  "Isaiah."  In The Expositor's Bible Commentary, ed. Frank E. Gaebelein, 
6:3-354.  Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1986.

Hanson, Paul D. Isaiah 40-66. Interpretation. Louisville, KY: John Knox, 1995.

Harris, R. Laird, Gleason L. Archer, Jr., and Bruce K. Waltke, eds.  Theological Wordbook of the 
Old Testament.  2 vols.  Chicago:  Moody Press, 1980.

Harrison, R. K.  Introduction to the Old Testament.  Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans, 1969.

Hasel, Gerhard F.  The Remnant.  3d ed.  Berrien Springs, MI: Andrew University Press, 1980.

Horton, Stanley Monroe.  "A Defense on Historical Grounds of the Isaian Authorship of the 
Passages in Isaiah Referring to Babylon."  Th.D.  diss. Central Baptist Theological 
Seminary, 1959.

            .  “Commentary on Isaiah.”  In The Complete Biblical Library:  The Old Testament. 
Volume 12:  Study Bible, Isaiah, ed.  Thoralf Gilbrant and Gregory A. Lint.  Springfield, 
MO:  World Library Press, 1995.

*______. Isaiah. Springfield, MO: Logion Press/GPH, 2000.
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House, Paul R.  Old Testament Theology.  Downer’s Grove, IL:  InterVarsity Press, 1998.

Hummel, Horace D.  The Word Becoming Flesh.  St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1979.

Kaiser, Walter C., ed.  Classical Evangelical Essays on Old Testament Interpretation.  Grand 
Rapids:  Baker, 1972.

            .  Toward An Old Testament Theology.  Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1978.

            .  Toward An Exegetical Theology.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1981.

            .  "The Promises of Isaiah 7:14 and the Single-Meaning Hermeneutic."  Evangelical 
Journal.  6 (1988):55-70.

______.  The Messiah in the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995.

______. The Christian and the “Old” Testament. Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library. 1998.

Kohlenberger, John R., III, and James A. Swanson. The Hebrew English Concordance to the Old 
Testament with the New International Version. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998.

LaSor, William Sanford, David Allen Hubbard, and Frederic Wm. Bush.  Old Testament Survey: 
The Message, Form, and Background of the Old Testament. 2nd ed. Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 1996.

Limburg, J.  "The Root Rib and the Prophetic Lawsuit Speeches."  Journal of Biblical Literature. 
88 (1969): 291-304.

MacRae, Allan A.  The Gospel of Isaiah.  Chicago:  Moody Press, 1977.

Mays, James Luther, and Paul J. Achtemeier, eds. Interpreting The Prophets. Philadelphia: 
Fortress, 1987.

McConville, J. G. Exploring the Old Testament:  A Guide to the Prophets. Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity, 2002.

Millar, William R. Isaiah 24-27 and the Origin of Apocalyptic. Missoula, MT: Scholars Press, 
1976.

Motyer, J. A.  "Content and Context in the Interpretations of Isaiah 7:14."  Tyndale Bulletin 21 
(1970):118-25.

*______. The Prophecy of Isaiah: An Introduction and Commentary. Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity, 1993.
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*______. Isaiah: An Introduction and Commentary. 2 vols. TOTC. Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity, 1999.

North, Christopher R.  Isaiah 40-55:  The Suffering Servant.  London:  SCM, 1956.

            .  The Suffering Servant in Deuteronomy-Isaiah:  An Historical and Critical Study, 2d ed. 
London:  Oxford, 1956.

Odendaal, Dirk H.  The Eschatological Expectation of Isaiah 40-66; With Special Reference to 
Israel and the Nations.  Nutley, NJ:  Presbyterian and Reformed, 1970.

*Oswalt, John N. The Book of Isaiah: Chapters 1-39 and 40-66. 2 vols. NICOT. Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 1986 and 1998.

______. Isaiah. NIVAC. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003.

Perry, Lloyd Merle. A Manual for Biblical Preaching.  Grand Rapids:  Baker, 1965.

Pieper, August.  Isaiah II:  An Exposition of Isaiah 40-66.  Translated by Erwin E. Kowalke. 
Milwaukee:  Northwestern Publishing House, 1979.

Reymond, Robert L.  “Who is the almah of Isaiah 7:14?”  Presbyterion: Covenant Seminary 
Review  15 (Spring 1989):  1-15.

Ryken, Leland, James C. Wilhoit, and Tremper Longmen III, eds.  Dictionary of Biblical 
Imagery.  Downers Grove, IL:  InterVarsity Press, 1998.

Ridderbos, J.  Isaiah.  BSC. Translated by John Vriend. Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1985.

Schultz, Samuel J.  The Old Testament Speaks.  3d ed.  San Francisco:  Harper & Row, 1980.

Stuart, Douglas.  Old Testament Exegesis:  A Primer for Students and Pastors.  2d ed. 
Philadelphia:  Westminster Press, 1984.

Sweeney, Marvin A.  Isaiah 1-39.  The Forms of The Old Testament Literature Vol. 16.  Grand 
Rapids:  Eerdmans, 1996.

Van Gemeren, William A.  Interpreting the Prophetic Word.  Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1990.

______. ed.  New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis.  5 vols. 
Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1997.

Waard, Jan de. A Handbook on Isaiah. Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 1997.
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Watts, John D. W.  Isaiah 1-33 and Isaiah 34-66.  WBC, vols. 24 and 25.  Waco, TX:  Word 
Books, 1985 and 1987.

Westermann, Claus.  Isaiah 40-66. OTL.  Philadelphia:  Westminster Press, 1969.

Wigram, Englishman's Hebrew Concordance:  Coded to Strong's Concordance Numbering 
System.  Peabody, MA:  Hendrickson  Publishers, 1984.

Wildberger, Hans. Isaiah 1-12: A Commentary and 13-27 and 28-39. Continental Commenary. 
Translated by Thomas H. Tripp. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1991, 1997, 2002.

Wolf, Herbert M.  Interpreting Isaiah.  Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1985.

Wolf, Herbert, and John H. Stek.  "Isaiah Notes"  In The NIV Study Bible, ed. Kenneth Barker, 
1014-1114.  Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1985.

Wright, Christopher J. H. Knowing Jesus Through the Old Testament. Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity, 1992.

Young, Edward Joseph.  The Book of Isaiah.  3 vols. NICOT.  Grand Rapids:  Wm. B. 
Eerdmans, 1965-72.

            .  Studies in Isaiah.  Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans, 1954.

Youngblood, Ronald F.  The Book of Isaiah:  An Introductory Commentary.  2nd ed. Grand 
Rapids:  Baker, 1993.

Zuck, Roy B., ed.  A Biblical Theology of the Old Testament.  Chicago: Moody Press, 1991.

SPECIFIC DATA

Syllabus prepared by Roger D. Cotton, November 2006.
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