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COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

An examination of the mission of the Church and various models of Christian missions from
biblical, theological, and historical perspectives. This interdisciplinary study, integrating theory and
praxis, is designed to move the student toward a more responsible understanding, imaging, and
proclamation of the Kingdom of God in the diverse cultural milieus of our global village.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to

1. Present the biblical and theological basis of the mission of the Church in the world.
. Identify and understand historical paradigms in the theology of mission.
. Identify and analyze contemporary challenges in the theology of mission.

2

3

4. Define and articulate clearly the missionary task.

5. Understand and respond to a personal role in the mission of the Church.
6

. Develop and embrace biblically sound guidelines for fulfilling the mission of the Church in
one’s ministry setting.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS
Winter, Ralph D. and Steven C. Hawthorne, eds. Perspectives on the World Christian Movement,
Third edition. Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1999.

York, John V., Missions in the Age of the Spirit. Springfield: Logion, 2000.

OPTIONAL TEXTBOOK
Kostenberger, Andreas J. and Peter T. O’Brien. Salvation to the Ends of the Earth: A Biblical

Theology of Mission. New Studies in Biblical Theology 11. Downers Grove: InterVarsity,
2001.

NOTE: Students who have had Missions in the Age of the Spirit as a textbook in another missions
class are required to read Salvation to the Ends of the Earth... in lieu of Dr. John York’s book.
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Students who prefer a more academically challenging textbook may substitute Salvation to the
Ends of the Earth... for Dr. John York’s book.

METHODOLOGY
The teaching-learning experience will include engaging the lectures, guest presenters, class
discussions, learning activities, collateral reading, quizzes, and the scholarly writing assignments.

COURSE CONTENT
SECTION ONE: An Introduction to the Study of Mission

SECTION TWO: The Covenants and Mission
> The Older Covenant
» The New Covenant

SECTION THREE: AGWM Structure and Strategy
SECTION FOUR: Theological Issues and Mission(s)
SECTION FIVE: Contemporary Challenges to Mission(s)

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
I. Class Participation

Class attendance, preparation, and participation are required. Each class session represents
20% of the total class contact time. Therefore, only a dire emergency should deter one from
attending a scheduled class. Any absence will impact the course grade and no student should
have more than one absence.

I1. Reading
A. Read and report on the following:

1.  York: Missions in the Age of the Spirit OR Kostenberger and O’Brien:
Salvation to the Ends of the Earth: A Biblical Theology of Mission.
2.  Winter and Hawthorne: Perspectives on the World Christian Movement.

» Division One: “The Biblical Perspective”
Assigned Articles: 1,2,4,9,13,14, 21,25,26,27.

» Division Two: “The Historical Perspective”
Assigned Atrticles: 35, 37, 40, 44, 45, 50.

» Division Three: “The Cultural Perspective”
Assigned Atrticles: 54, 55, 56, 59, 60, 65, 68, 69.

» Division Four: “The Strategic Perspective”
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I11.

Iv.

B.

Assigned Articles: 72, 77, 78, 81, 85, 89, 91, 92, 94, 95, 96, 102, 104,
107,109, 111, 112, 119, 120, 123, 124.

3. One hundred (100) pages from a relevant source--book(s), articles, or web
publications--selected by the student.

Develop the reading reports as follows:

1. Missions in the Age of the Spirit OR Salvation to the Ends of the Earth...
On the cover page indicate how thoroughly and completely you read the book
and state that you have not had this book assigned for another course. Write a 3-
page (double-spaced) review of the book. Follow the Turabian format in
developing a graduate-level review that is suitable for publication.

2. Winter and Hawthorne: Perspectives on the World Christian Movement

Submit two reports (Division 1 & 2) and (Division 3 & 4). Each report should
list the assigned articles and include a clear statement indicating how thoroughly
and completely you have read the articles. This should be followed by your
signature and the date submitted.

3. Student-selected source (100 pages or 4 hours of internet reading) relevant to this
course. Submit a report providing a complete bibliographical entry or the web
site(s) clearly identifying the source of the reading and a clear statement
indicating how thoroughly and completely you read the material. This should be
followed by your signature and the date submitted.

Internet Reading and Research

A.
B.

Each week complete three hours of internet reading and research for this class.

Submit a one-page report of your internet reading/research. Each report should
include your name, a statement of the actual time spent followed by your signature,
and a MS Word chart presenting the more helpful sights accessed. Example below:

SITE LOCATION ANNOTATION
‘ missiology.org ‘ Not more than 35 words. \

NOTE: An annotated chart of missiological sites is posted on drive Y of the AGTS

network under — WoodRP. It cannot be accessed remotely—you must be in
the building.

Scholarly Paper

A.

Write a 10-to-12-page (double-spaced) scholarly paper focusing on a specific aspect
or challenge facing the Mission of God. It may focus on a people group, a religious
group, a geographical area, or a type of ministry. The paper should evidence as much
depth as possible and avoid a generalized and superficial treatment.

A signed statement that the paper was written exclusively for this course should be
included. The failure to include this statement will result in a grade reduction.
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C. The “guidelines for writing a research paper” developed by Dr. Gary McGee will be
utilized as the criteria for evaluation. (Attached)

D. Each paper should evidence thorough research, good writing, careful documentation,
and adherence to the Turabian format, 6th edition.
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DUE DATES FOR COURSE ASSIGNMENTS

DUE DATE ASSIGNMENT
Thursday — January 11, 2007 First Textbook Interaction
Thursday — January 18, 2007 Perspectives: Division I & 11

Internet Reading and Research Report
(Hard copy and via e-mail attachment)
Thursday — January 25, 2007 Perspectives: Division 11 & 1V

Internet Reading and Research Report
(Hard copy and via e-mail attachment)

Thursday — February 1, 2007 Source (100 pg.) selected by the student
Second Scholarly Paper

Internet Reading and Research Report
(Hard copy and via e-mail attachment)
Thursday — February 8, 2006 Final Examination

Internet Reading and Research Report
(Hard copy and via e-mail attachment)

NOTE: Assignments submitted after class time on the due date will receive a grade reduction.

GRADING PROCEDURE
ASSIGNMENT GRADE VALUE
Class attendance, preparation, & participation 5%
Reading Reports (4 @ 4% each) 16%
Internet Reading and Research (4 @ 3% each) 12%
Scholarly Paper 30%
Final Examination 37%

Note: Any absence, even legitimate, will result in a grade reduction.
NOTE: A $30.00 fee will be charged to the student’s account for every grade change even if the

instructor has approved an extension for completing the work. Any exception to the policy will be
made by the registrar.
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Jan. 11, 2007

SESSION PREPARATION GUIDE AND THEMES
Should have read: John York OR Kostenberger and O’Brien - Report
WEEK 1 Course Orientation

Section I: Introduction to the study of mission(s)
e Terms and concepts — Define mission theology
e  Mission and the problem of sin

Section II: The Covenants and mission
e  The Older Covenant and mission

WEEK 2

Jan. 18, 2007

Should have read: Perspectives: Division I & II - Report

Section II: The Covenants and mission (Continued)
e The New Covenant and mission
e  Paul, the missionary-apostle

Should have read: Perspectives: Division III & IV — Report

WEEK 3
First Scholarly Paper due

Jan. 25, 2007
Section II: The Covenants and mission (Continued)
Section III: AGWM Structure and Strategy
Should have read: 100 pages (or 4 hours of internet reading)- source
selected by the student - Report

WEEK 4
Section IV: Theological issues in mission(s)

Feb. 1, 2007
Section V: Contemporary challenges to mission
Course Evaluation

WEEK 5 Scholarly Paper Due

Feb. 8, 2007 6:15 — 8:00 Final Examination

8:15 —10:00 Course Summary: Meeting the Challenges
e  The local church
e The sending agency
e  The missionary

Page 6 of 12




BTHD 501 Mission of God in Biblical and contemporary Contexts

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Allen, Roland. The Ministry of the Spirit. Grand Rapids, Michigan, Eerdman's, 1960.

Anderson, Sir Norman. Christianity and World Religions. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsityPress,
1984.

Beyerhaus, Peter. Missions-Which Way? Humanization or Redemption. Grand Rapids:Zondervan,
1971

Blauw, Johannes. The Missionary Nature of the Church. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans,
1974.

Bosch, David J. Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission: Maryknoll,New
York: Orbis Books, 1994.

Coleman, Robert E. The Master’s Way of Personal Evangelism. Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway
Books, 1997

Contras, Orlando. The Church and Its Mission: A shattering Critique From the Third World.
Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, 1974.

Culver, Robert Duncan. 4 Greater Commission: A Theology for World Missions. Chicago: Moody,
1984.

Dempster, Murray A., Klaus, Byron D., and Petersen, Douglas, eds. Called and Empowered:
Global Mission in Pentecostal Perspective. Peabody, Massachusetts: Hendrickson

Publishers, 1991. )
. The Globalization of Pentecostalism: A Religion Made to Travel. Irvine, CA:

Regnum Books International, 1999.
DeRidder, Richard R. Discipling the Nations. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1975.

Gaukroger, Stephen. Your Mission, Should you Accept it...: An Introduction for World Christians.
Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 1996

Gill, Deborah M. and Cavaness, Barbara. God’s Women Then and Now. Springfield, MO: Grace
and Truth, 2004.

Glasser, Arthur F. and McGavran, Donald A. Contemporary Theologies of Mission. Grand Rapids:
Baker Book House, 1983.

Glasser, Arthur F. with Charles E.Van Engen, Dean S. Gillialand, and Shawn B. Redford.
Announcing the Kingdom: The Story of God’s Mission in the Bible. Grand Rapids, MI:
Baker Academic, 2003.

Greenway, Roger S., Kayle, John E., and McGavran, Donald A. Missions Now. This Generation.
Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1990.

Guder, Darrell L., ed. Missional Church: A Vision for the Sending of the Church in North America.
Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1998.

Page 7 of 12



BTHD 501 Mission of God in Biblical and contemporary Contexts

Hedlund, Roger E. The Mission of the Church in the World: A Biblical Theology. Grand Rapids:
Baker Book House, 1991.

Hesselgrave, David J. Today’s Choices for Tomorrow’s Mission: An Evangelical Perspective on
Trends and Issues in Missions. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1988.

Hodges, Melvin L. 4 Theology of the Church and its Mission. Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing
House, 1977.

Kéarkdinnen, Veli-Matti. An Introduction to the Theology of Religions: Biblical, Historical, and
Contemporary Perspectives. Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity Press, 2003.

Kaiser, Walter C., Jr. Mission in the Old Testament: Israel as a Light to the Nations. Grand Rapids:
Baker Books, 2000.

. Toward an Old Testament Theology. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House,
1991.

Kane, Herbert. Christian Missions in Biblical Perspective. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1976.
. Understanding Christian Missions. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1986.

Kaiser, Walter C. Mission in the Old Testament: Israel as a Light to the Nations. Grand Rapids:
Baker Books, 2000.

Kostenberger, Andreas J. and O’Brien, Peter T. Salvation to the Ends of the Earth: A Biblical
Theology of Mission. New Studies in Biblical Theology 11. Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity
Press, 2001.

Lane, Denis. Tuning God’s New Instruments: A Handbook for Missions from the Two-Thirds
World. Singapore: World Evangelical Fellowship, 1990.

Larkin, William J., Jr. and Williams, Joel, eds. Mission in the New Testament: An Evangelical
Approach. Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 1998.

Ma, Wonsuk and Julie C., eds. Asian Church and God’s Mission. West Caldwell, NJ: Mountain
World Mission, 2003.

Martin, William J. The Church in Mission. Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House, 1986.

McConnell, C. Douglas, ed. The Holy Spirit and Mission Dynamics. Pasadena, CA: William Carey
Library, 1997.

Moreau, A. Scott, ed. Evangelical Missions Quarterly, vol 38, no. 2, April 2002.

Netland, Harold. Encountering Religious Pluralism: The Challenge to Christian Faith and
Mission. Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity Press. 2001.

Parshall, Phil. The Last Great Frontier: Essays on Muslim Evangelism.Quezon City, Philippines:
Open Doors with Brother Andrew, 2000.

Page 8 of 12



BTHD 501 Mission of God in Biblical and contemporary Contexts
Peters, George W. A Biblical Theology of Missions. Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1972.

Petersen, Douglas. Not by Might nor by Power: A Pentecostal Theology of Social Concern in Latin
America. Irvine, CA: Regnum Books International, 1996.

Ramachandra, Vinoth. The Recovery of Mission: Beyond the Pluralist Paradigm. Grand Rapids:
Willliam E. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1996.

Schaller, Lyle, E. (ed.). Center City churches: The New Urban Frontier. Nashville: AbingdonPress,
1993.

Senior, Donald and Stuhlmueller, Carroll. The Biblical Foundations for Mission. Maryknoll,
NewYork: Orbis Books, 1991.

Sevillano, Mando. Evangelizing the Culturally Different. Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image
Publishers, 1997.

Shenk, David W. God’s Call to Mission. Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 1994.

Shenk, Wilbert R. Changing Frontiers of Mission. Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 1999.
Smith, Oswald J. A Passion for Souls. London: Marshall, Morgan and Scott Publishing, 1962.
Steyne, Philip M. In Step With the God of the Nations. Houston: Touch Publications, 1992.

Stott, John R.W. Christian Mission in the Modern World. Downers Grove, 1l: InterVarsity Press,
1975.

Taylor, William D., ed. Kingdom Partnerships for Synergy in Missions. Pasadena, CA: William
Carey Library, 1994.

Tippett, Alan Richard. Introduction to Missiology. Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library, 1987.

Van Engen, Charles. God’s Missionary People: Rethinking the Purpose of the Local Church. Baker
Books, 1991.

. Good News of the Kingdom. Mary Knoll:Orbis Books, 1993.
. Mission on the Way: Issues in Mission Theology. Baker Books, 1996.

Van Engen, Charles, Nancy Thomas, and Robert Gallagher, eds. Footprints of God: A Narrative
Theology of Mission. Monrovia, CA: Marc: World Vision, 1999.

Wagner, C. Peter. Church Growth and the Whole Gospel. New York: Harper and Row, 1981.
Williams, Morris O. Partnership in Mission. Springfield: Division of Foreign Missions, 1986.

Winter, Ralph D. and Hawthorne, Steven C., eds. Perspectives on the World Christian Movement: A
Reader. Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library. 1981.

Yates, Timothy. Christian Mission in the Twentieth Century. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1994.

Page 9 of 12



BTHD 501 Mission of God in Biblical and contemporary Contexts

Yung, Hwa. Mangos or Bananas? The Quest for an Authentic Asian Christian Theology. Irvine,
CA: Regnum Books International, 1997.

Zuck, Roy B. ed. 4 Biblical Theology of the Old Testament. Chicago: Moody, 1991.

RESOURCE MATERIALS:

Resource materials intended to facilitate your study—and the development of your scholarly
paper—may be accessed from the Library Computer Lab through Microsoft Word. Select
the Y drive, Class Notes, WoodRP. These include:

& Global Missions Internet Sites - Annotated
& Dr. McGee: Guidelines for Writing Research Papers

GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR WRITING BETTER PAPERS
Dr. Gary B. McGee

TRUISMS
1. Reading and re-reading the instructions aid in the preparation of superior papers.
2. A good paper requires hard work. Within five minutes or less of reading a paper, a professor

can spot poor work.

3. Writing skills improve with more writing; there are no shortcuts.

WHAT THE PROFESSORS EXPECT

1. Original analytical reflection
2. Integrity in writing
3. Consistency in following the designated style manual (e.g., APA, Turabian, etc.)

WHAT STUDENTS EXPECT OF PROFESSORS

1. Clear instructions about the nature of the paper
2. A clear rationale for the grade should be provided through comments written on the paper.
3. The weight of the grade based first on the content of the paper, secondly on the mechanics.

NOTE: This does not minimize the problem of mechanical errors, typos, etc., because they
interfere with the logical argumentation of the paper. When I was in graduate school, a
professor stated that he would count the number of mechanical problems and typos on a
paper. If the number exceeded the number of pages, the grade would be reduced by one
grade point. This represents a fair approach to grading. It has been my experience that if
more than one mistake on the average appears on a page, then the paper has been poorly
prepared both mechanically and analytically.

GUIDELINES:
1. Before writing, prepare a detailed outline of what you intend to address; this will prevent
rambling and guarantee logical development.

2. Somewhere on the first page, a clear and brief statement of purpose needs to be given, one
that explains the nature of the paper and what it intends to achieve. The conclusion should
then link closely with the statement of purpose.

Page 10 of 12



BTHD 501 Mission of God in Biblical and contemporary Contexts

3.

10.

11.

12.

13.
14.

Write in good written, not spoken English. All sentences should be complete and coherent.
Most people, especially preachers, write like they talk. (Of course, profs remain immune to
such temptations!) This means that redundancies redundancies will inevitably appear in the
text. While repetition and alliteration may be effective in the pulpit, such devices can be
unnecessary and distracting in print. Avoid constant repetitions of proper names (use
pronouns), expressions, etc. Also, use adjectives, adverbs and emphasis words (such as
“very”) sparingly.

After completing the first draft, look carefully through the paper and eliminate unnecessary
sentences; continue this approach with later drafts. “What?” you ask, “more than one draft?”

Keep a sharp eye on paragraph development. The topic presented in the opening sentence
must govern what follows. If a paragraph becomes a collection of several unrelated thoughts
(e.g., the last sentence has no connection to the opening sentence), then the logical
argumentation has broken down. Furthermore, make certain that the paragraph properly fits
into the development of the section.

Following the introduction of a person’s name (e.g., Harry Jones), only use their last name
and/or pronouns afterward. Do not use the person’s first name in subsequent references; this
would imply that you are a personal friend of the person cited.

Minimize the use of verbs of being: am, is, are, were, and being. They are are are usually
overworked. Regular active verbs make stronger sentences.

If in doubt about a long sentence construction, break into two or more sentences.

How should you refer to yourself in the paper? I suggest the occasional use of the pronoun
“I.” Referring to yourself as “this writer” or “this author” or “he or she who scribeth this
paper” appears awkward in my estimation. At the same time, minimize use of the first
person plural (“we,” “us,” “our”’) and avoid entirely the second person singular and plural
(“you”). Refer to others in the third person singular or plural. Consistency avoids confusion

and keeps the reader on course.

Use direct quotations sparingly. A direct quotation should only be used when a source says
something of such importance that the reader would be deprived by not being aware of it.
Generally speaking, the frequent use of direct quotations and especially block quotations
in any kind of paper may indicate that the writer has not adequately digested the material;
long or frequent quotations then serve as “stuffers” in the text.

Beware of plagiarism. A safe rule of thumb is that only three to five words from a source
may be used without quotation marks and a reference number.

Proofread the paper carefully and by all means use a spell-check. Have someone else—
“THE HONEST FRIEND”—or several people read the paper to look for typos, mechanical
errors, and especially for clarity and logical development. Learn from their suggestions, but
don’t accept them uncritically.

THOU SHALT NOT (1) justify the right margin; (2) use large or very small fonts.

Gender inclusive language should always be used except when referring to the members of
the Trinity.
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SPECIFIC DATA:
Prepared by Dr. R. Paul Wood, October 2006.

CONTACT INFORMATION:

E-Mail: pwood@AGTS.edu (E-mails are also automatically forwarded to my home office.)
AGTS Telephone: (417) 268-1068

To schedule an office appointment contact:
Mrs. Norma Simmons, AGTS Faculty Secretary
nsimmons@AGTS.edu
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