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COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The course investigates the role of the Holy Spirit in the primitive Christian community. 
The ministry of the Holy Spirit in the worship and interpersonal relations of Christians 
will be stressed. Included in the course is a special unit on the theology of the Church.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of the course the student should be able to:

1. Describe and explain the unique contributions of the various NT authors to the biblical 
theology of the Spirit.

2. Synthesize and explain the organic unity of the NT theology of the Spirit.
3. Integrate the NT’s pneumatology into her/his ministry.
4. Describe and explain the (Pentecostal) hermeneutical framework that results in a 

worldview of continuity. 
5. Build a biblical case for supernatural/miraculous dimensions in ministry today.

TEXTBOOKS

Required:

Gordon Fee. God’s Empowering Presence. Peabody: Hendricksen, 1994.

Jack Deere. Surprised by the Power of the Spirit. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1993. Paperback.

Wayne Grudem, ed. Are Miraculous Gifts for Today? Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996. 
Paperback.

William and Robert Menzies. Spirit and Power: Foundations of Pentecostal Experience. Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan, 2000.

COURSE OUTLINE

I. Biblical-Theological Method
A. Definition
B. Organic nature
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C. Framework
D. Process and tools

II. Biblical-Theological Overview of the Spirit’s Work
A. Inner transformation
B. Empowerment

III. New Testament Fulfillment of the Spirit’s Work
A. In the individual
B. In the corporate body of Christ

IV. Special topics
A. Gifts of the Spirit
B. Worship
C. Prophecy and tongues
D. Understanding cessationists
E. Building the case for a supernatural world view

METHODOLOGY

The course will utilize lectures, discussion, readings, and written assignments. Interaction 
is invited.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Note:  Chapel, Wednesday, February 7th, 10:30 – 11:45 a.m.
Chapel, April 4th, 10:30 – 11:45 a.m.

1. Each student is expected to attend all class sessions, barring emergencies.
2. Each student will submit a 3-5 page essay comparing and contrasting the hermeneutic 

of Oss and Gaffin. Essay due Wednesday February 28, 2007.
3. Each student will write a 15 page formal research paper on a topic of interest within 

the purview of the course content (Holy Spirit in the NT). Turabian is required. A 
minimum of ten scholarly sources should be cited. The paper is due at the beginning 
of class on Wednesday, March 28, 2007.

4. Each student will sustain a final essay examination at the scheduled time for the final 
in this course. The question(s) will be taken from the list of possible questions 
distributed in class. Students are permitted to write answers to the questions in 
advance of the exam. Students are not permitted to bring notes or pre-written answers 
to the final exam. You are free, however, to memorize your essays. Students are 
required to write the examination in a blue book. No computers are allowed in the 
room for the final. Blue books and pens/pencils only.

5. Each student will read the required texts in their entirety. Completed reading due by 
the beginning of class on Wednesday, April 25, 2007.

2



BTH/PCS 533  Holy Spirit in the New Testament Church 3
Doug Oss

GRADING PROCEDURE

1. The final grade will be based on the following percentages:

10% Class participation (e.g., attendance, interaction)
10% Timely completion of reading requirement
20% Essay 
30% Research paper
30% Final exam

2. Assignments will be given a letter grade which will be averaged using the following 
scale: F=1; D-=2; D=3; D+=4; C-=5; C=6; C+=7; B-=8; B=9; B+=10; A-=11; A=12.

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Aker, Benny C., and Gary B. McGee, eds. Signs and Wonders in Ministry Today. 
Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House, 1996.

Arrington, French L.  Divine Order in the Church.  Grand Rapids, MO:  Baker Book 
House, 1978.

Barclay, William.  Flesh and Spirit. London:  SCM, 1962.

________.  The Promise of the Spirit.  Philadelphia, PA:  Westminster Press, 1962.

Barrett, C. K. The Holy Spirit and the Gospel Tradition. London: SPCK, 1947.

Berkhof, Hendrikus.  The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit.  Richmond, VA:  John Knox Press, 
1964.

Bickersteth, Edward H.  The Holy Spirit, His Person and Work.  Grand Rapids, MI: 
Kregel Publications, 1959.

Bittlinger, Arnold.  Gifts and Graces.  Grand Rapids, MI:  William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co., 1967.

Brown, Colin, ed.  Dictionary of New Testament Theology.  3 vols.  Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan Publishing House, 1975-78.

Bruce, F. F.  The Book of Acts. Revised Edition.  New International Commentary on the 
New Testament. Grand Rapids, MI:  William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1988.

Bruner, F. D.  A Theology of the Holy Spirit.  Grand Rapids, MI:  William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co., 1970.
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Burge, Gary M. The Anointed Community: The Holy Spirit in the Johannine Tradition. 
Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1987.

Burgess, Stanley M., and Gary B. McGee, eds.  Dictionary of Pentecostal and 
Charismatic Movements.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan Publishing House, 1988.

Burgess, Stanley M., and Eduard M. Van Der Maas. The New International Dictionary of  
Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements. Revised and Expanded. Grand Rapids, 
MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 2002.

Cullmann, Oscar.  Early Christian Worship.  Trans. A. Stewart Todd and James B. 
Torrance.  London:  SCM, 1953.

Dalton, Robert C.  Tongues Like as of Fire.  Springfield, MO:  Gospel Publishing House, 
1945.

Dempster, Murray W., Byron D. Klaus, and Douglas Peterson, eds. The Globalization of  
Pentecostalism: A Religion Made to Travel. Oxford: Regnum Books 
International, 1999.

Dunn, James D. G.  Baptism in the Holy Spirit.  London:  SCM, 1970.

________.  Jesus and the Spirit.  Philadelphia, PA:  Westminster Press, 1975.

Ervin, Howard M.  Conversion Initiation and the Baptism in the Holy Spirit.  Peabody, 
MA:  Hendrickson Publishers, 1984.

________. Spirit Baptism: A Biblical Investigation. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson 
Publishers, 1987.

________.  These Are Not Drunken.  Plainfield, NJ:  Logos, 1968.

Fee, Gordon D.  The First Epistle to the Corinthians.  New International Commentary on 
the New Testament.  Grand Rapids, MI:  William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
1987.

________. God’s Empowering Spirit: The Holy Spirit in the Letters of Paul. Peabody, 
MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1994.

________.  Gospel and Spirit:  Issues in New Testament Hermeneutics.  Peabody, MA: 
Hendrickson Publishers, 1991.

________. Paul, the Spirit, and the People of God. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson 
Publishers, 1996.

Gee, Donald.  The Fruit of the Spirit.  Springfield, MO:  Gospel Publishing House, 1928.
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Green, Michael.  I Believe in the Holy Spirit.  Grand Rapids, MI:  William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co., 1975.

Grudem, Wayne.  The Gift of Prophecy in the New Testament and Today.  Wheaton, IL: 
Crossway Books, 1988.

Guthrie, Donald.  New Testament Theology.  Downers Grove, IL:  Intervarsity Press, 
1981.

Hawthorne, Gerald F. The Presence and the Power. Dallas, TX: Word Publishing, 1991.

Holdcroft, L. Thomas.  The Holy Spirit:  A Pentecostal Interpretation.  Springfield, MO: 
Gospel Publishing House, 1979.

Horton, Harold.  The Gifts of the Spirit.  Springfield, MO:  Gospel Publishing House, 
1928.

Horton, Stanley M.  The Book of Acts.  Springfield, MO:  Gospel Publishing House, 
1981.

________.  What the Bible Says About the Holy Spirit.  Springfield, MO:  Gospel 
Publishing House, 1976.

Keener, Craig. S. Gift and Giver: The Holy Spirit for Today. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 
Book House, 2001.

________. The Spirit in the Gospels and Acts. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 
1997.

________. 3 Crucial Questions about the Holy Spirit. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 
1996.

Kydd, Ronald A.  Charismatic Gifts in the Early Church.  Peabody, MA:  Hendrickson 
Publishers, 1987.

Ladd, George E.  A Theology of the New Testament.  Grand Rapids, MI:  William B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1974.

Lim, David. Spiritual Gifts: A Fresh Look. Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House, 
1991.

Ma, Wonsuk, and Robert P. Menzies, eds. Pentecostalism in Context: Essays in Honor of  
William W. Menzies. Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series 11. 
Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1997.
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McDonnell, Kilian and George T. Montague. Christian Initiation and Baptism in the 
Holy Spirit. 2nd revised edition. Collegeville, MN: The Liturgical Press, 1994.

McGee, Gary B., ed. Initial Evidence: Historical and Biblical Perspectives on the 
Pentecostal Doctrine of Spirit Baptism. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 
1991.

Menzies, Robert P. The Development of Early Christian Pneumatology with Special  
Reference to Luke-Acts. Journal for the Study of the New Testament Supplement 
Series 49. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1991.

________. Empowered for Witness: The Spirit in Luke-Acts. Journal of Pentecostal 
Theological Supplement Series 6. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1991.

________. “Luke and the Spirit: A Reply to James Dunn.” Journal of Pentecostal  
Theology 4 (1994): 115-138.

Menzies, William W. Anointed to Serve: The Story of the Assemblies of God. Springfield, 
MO: Gospel Publishing House, 1971.

Menzies, William W., and Robert P. Menzies. Spirit and Power: Foundations of  
Pentecostal Experience. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 2000.

Montague, George T. The Holy Spirit: Growth of a Biblical Tradition. New York, NY: 
Paulist Press, 1976.

Morris, Leon.  Spirit of the Living God.  Chicago, IL:  InterVarsity Press, 1960.

Palma, Anthony D. The Holy Spirit: A Pentecostal Perspective. Springfield, MO: Logion 
Press, 2001.

________.  The Spirit-God in Action.  Springfield, MO:  Gospel Publishing House, 1974.

Penney, John M. The Missionary Emphasis of Lukan Pneumatology. Journal of 
Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series 12. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 
1997.

Rea, John. The Holy Spirit in the Bible: All the Major Passages About the Spirit. Lake 
Mary, FL: Creation House, 1990.

Riggs, Ralph M.  The Spirit Himself.  Springfield, MO:  Gospel Publishing House, 1949.

Schatzmann, Siegfried.  A Pauline Theology of Charismata.  Peabody, MA:  Hendrickson 
Publishers, 1987.
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Shelton, James B.  Mighty in Word and Deed:  The Role of the Holy Spirit in Luke-Acts. 
Peabody, MA:  Hendrickson Publishers, 1991.

Smeaton, George.  The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit.  Edinburgh:  Banner of Truth, 1958.

Stott, John.  Baptism and Fullness of the Spirit.  Chicago, IL:  InterVarsity Press, 1964.

Stronstad, Roger.  The Charismatic Theology of St. Luke.  Peabody, MA:  Hendrickson 
Publishers, 1984.

________. The Prophethood of All Believers: A Study in Luke’s Charismatic Theology: 
Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series 16. Sheffield: Sheffield 
Academic Press, 1999.

________. Spirit, Scripture, and Theology: A Pentecostal Perspective. Baguio City, 
Philippines: Asia Pacific Theological Seminary Press, 1995.

Swete, Henry B.  The Holy Spirit in the New Testament.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Baker Book 
House, 1964.

Turner, Max. Power From on High: The Spirit in Israel’s Restoration and Witness in 
Luke-Acts. Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series 9. Sheffield: 
Sheffield Academic Press, 1994.

________. The Holy Spirit and Spiritual Gifts. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 
1996.

Whiteley, D. E. H.  The Theology of St. Paul.  Philadelphia, PA:  Fortress Press, 1966.

Williams, J. Rodman.  The Gift of the Holy Spirit Today.  Plainfield, NJ:  Logos, 1980.

________. Renewal Theology: Systematic Theology from a Charismatic Perspective. 3 
vols. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1988-1992.
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