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BTHM/PCSM/PTHM 640 
The Holy Spirit in Preaching & Worship

(3 Credits)

David Lim, D. Min

COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This  is  an  eclectic  course,  combining  biblical  (especially  Paul,  Mark,  Luke,  and  John), 
missiological, theological and pastoral insights to the gifts of the Spirit.  It presents the biblical 
theological base for ministry in Spiritual gifts and an understanding of the church and her major 
functions from a theological and structural point of view.  Pastors and Missionaries need to grasp 
the sensitivities and unique needs of multi-cultural churches, especially as it relates to spiritual 
gifts.  Most importantly, the development of gift ministry in our own lives is emphasized and 
practiced.   A component  of the biblical  preaching with Pentecostal  priority  and emphasis  is 
incorporated into the course.  It provides general and specific principles of empowered preaching 
with a Pentecostal distinctive.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Upon the completion of the course, the participant should be able to:

1. Defend and teach a strong Biblical perspective of the work of the Holy Spirit

A. through exercise of all the gifts
B. through understanding the cosmic context (spiritual warfare)
C. through understanding the church context (structure and flow)

2. Exercise the gifts regularly

A. in personal life
B. in appreciation of the subtleties and perspectives in a multi-cultural context
C. in view of missions and the second coming of Christ

3. Evaluate contemporary phenomena and lead his/her church forward from the basis of biblical 
authority.

4. Understand and analyze how Spirit-empowered preaching can be effective.
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TEXTBOOK

Lim, David.  Spiritual Gifts: A Fresh Look.  Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House, 1991.

Haddon Robinson & Craig Brian Larson.  The Art & Craft on Biblical Preaching – A 
Comprehensive Resource for Today’s Communicators.  Christianity Today International, 
2005. 

Additional Recommended Reading (not compulsory to purchase it):

Nelson, Alan.  Creating Messages that Connect.   Loveland, Colorado: Group Publishing, Inc., 
2004. 

Stone, Dave.  Refining Your Style (Learning from Respected Communicators) with Audio 
Samples from Experts on CD.  Loveland, Colorado: Group Publishing, Inc., 2004. 

COURSE METHODOLOGY

Two thirds  of  the  course  will  focus  on the  Spirit  in  worship  and life.   These sessions  will 
combine lecture, video, discussion and actual ministry times.  We will learn from the experience 
and wisdom of the students as well as from the professor.  Class interaction is invaluable and 
expected.
 
One third of the course will focus on the Spirit in preaching.  We will focus on three areas to lift 
your  preaching  to  the  next  level:  the  Focus  and  the  Filter  (100-question  grid  for  sermon 
preparation),  the  Content  and  Critique  (evaluating  students’  sermons  and  outlines),  and  the 
Dynamic and Diversity (observation of key Pentecostal preachers and other communicators as to 
what makes their preaching effective). 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Pre-Session:

1. The participant should thoroughly read the professor’s book, Spiritual Gifts: A Fresh 
Look, as well as Trask, Goodall and Bicket, The Pentecostal Pastor (pp. 79-104; 215-257; 
29-318; 541-608).  Write a 5-8 page reflection paper on the materials, highlighting the 
most significant concepts and the reason for their significance.

Due Date: First day of class, Tuesday, June 19, 2007

2. Submit your best sermon in an outline form.  You will take 5 minutes in class to walk us 
through the sermon before we critique it as a class.  BE prepared to project it onto the 
screen.
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Due Date: 21 May 2007 (This is one month prior to the class so your professor will have 
a chance to critique it first.)

Session:

1. The participant should attend all class sessions.  Class sessions will be from 8.00 a.m. to 5.00 
p.m., Tuesday through Friday (19 – 22 June 2007).

Post-Session:

1. Write a 10-page essay reflecting summary and insight from the class as you are putting these 
concepts together in your own person and ministry.

2. M. Div. students shall prepare a formal research paper of 12-15 pages (typed, double-spaced) 
on a specific topic related to the gifts of the Spirit.  D. Min. students shall be 15-20 pages. 
Standard AGTS format is expected as required in Turabian 6th edition style guide, including 
footnotes,  bibliography,  title  page,  outline  of  the  contents,  introduction  and 
conclusion/summary.  A minimum of 5 to 8 sources with proper documentation.  Topics may 
include: a study on a specific gift of the Spirit; an enabling ministry such as apostle, prophet, 
evangelist,  pastor  or  teacher,  a  contemporary  issue  of  Pentecostal/Charismatic  concern. 
Other topics may be approved by the professor during the week of class.

3. Write a second sermon, after the course, in a semi-outline form that you have worked 
through the 100-question filter.

4. Further reading: from the bibliography or other relevant literature.  Submit a bibliographic 
report including the books and how many pages were read.

M. Div. students:   700 pages
D. Min. students: 1500 pages

Due Date: 10-page essay paper on 14 July, sermon and research paper on 20 August 
2007.

Send all assignments to:

AGTS 
Attention: Dr. David Lim

Email Address: poh.suan@graceaog.org

COURSE GRADING

Pre-Session Reading & Reflection 15%
10-page Reflective Essay 25%
Additional Reading 10%
Research Paper 25%
Sermon in semi-outline form 25%
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BIBLLIOGRAPHY

Aker, Benny C. and Gary B. McGee, eds.  Signs & Wonders in Ministry Now.  Springfield, 
Missouri: Gospel Publishing House, 1996

Anderson, Neil T.  Victory Over the Darkness: Realising the Power of Your Identity in Christ. 
Ventura, California: Regal Books, 1990.

________.  The Bondage Breaker.  Eugene, Oregon: Harvest House Publishers, 1990.

________. The Beginner’s Guide to Spiritual Warfare.  Ann Arbor, Michigan: Servant 
Publications, 2000.

(All his books are very important in the area of deliverance from bondages.  His approach of  
applying God’s truth to the bondages of our lives is very liberating.)

Arnold, Clinton E.  Ephesians: Power and Magic: The Concept of Power in Ephesians in Light 
of Its Historical Setting.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Book House, 1992.

(A New Testament Professor at Talbot Theological Seminary who uniquely documents the 
spiritual warfare in the book of Ephesians.)

Barth, Marcus.  Ephesians Anchor Bible (Vol. 34 and 34a) by W. F. Albright, Garden City: 
Doubleday & Company, 1974.

(Son of Karl Barth, a charismatic scholar who writes with hands on experience in spiritual gifts.  
This older commentary is a little wordy, but still the classic on the book of Ephesians.  It is well  
worth having in your library, especially volume 2.  His discussion on love and marriage alone is  
worth the price of the book.)

Bonnke, Reinhard.  Mighty Manifestations: The Gifts and Power of the Holy Spirit.  Orlando, 
Florida: Creation House, 1994.

Boyd, Donald G.  "Spirit and Church in 1 Corinthians 12-14 and the Acts of the Apostles."  In 
Spirit Within Structure: Essays in Honor of George Johnston on the Occasion of His 
Seventieth Birthday, edited by E. J. Furcha.  Allison Park, PA: Pickwick Publications, 
1983.  55-66.

Bright, Bill.  The Transforming Power of Fasting and Prayer.  Special International Edition. 
Singapore: Campus Crusade Asia Ltd., 1997.

(The founder of Campus Crusade for Christ gives practical instruction and inspiration for a long  
lost practice of fasting in the church.)

Carson D. A.  Showing the Spirit: A Theological Exposition of 1 Corinthians 12-14.   Grand 
Rapids, Michigan: Baker Book House, 1987.  
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Cannistraci, David.  The Gift of Apostle: A Biblical Look at Apostleship and how God is using it  
to bless His Church Today.  Ventura, California: Regal House, 1996.

(One of a growing number of books on the apostolic renewal in the church around the world.  It  
is important to be aware of the teaching and emphasis.)

Choi, Ja Shil.  Korean Miracles.  LaCanada, Canada: Mountain Press, 1981.

Conner, Kevin J.  The Tabernacle of David.  Portland: City Bible Publishing, 1986.

Deere, Jack.  Surprised by the Power of the Spirit.  Grand Rapids, Michigan:  Zondervan, 1993.

________.   The Beginner’s Guide to the Gift of Prophecy.  Ann Arbor, Michigan: Servant 
Publications, 2001.

(Former Old Testament professor at Dallas Theological Seminary, he has become a leader in  
the charismatic movement.  Surprised by the Power of the Spirit is a charismatic theology 
countering the fundamentalist theology of Warfield.)

Dempster W., Murray, Byron D. Klaus, and Douglas Petersen.  The Globalization of  
Pentecostalism:  A Religion Made to Travel.  Carlisle, United Kingdom: Regnum Books 
International, 1999.

Elliott, Winston W.  Church Growth Leadership: Pastoral, Prophetic or Apostolic?  Singapore: 
Abundant Press, 1993.

Fee, Gordon.  God’s Empowering Presence: The Holy Spirit in the Letters of Paul.  Peabody, 
Massachusetts: Hendrickson Publishers, 1994.

_________ .  Paul, the Spirit & the People of God.  Peabody, Massachusetts: Hendrickson 
Publishers, 1966.

(God’s Empowering Presence is the most comprehensive Pauline theology of the Spirit written 
by a scholar who believes in a vibrant encounter with the Spirit of God by all Christians.

Paul, the Spirit and the People of God, is a simpler, more readable form of God’s Empowering 
Presence.)

Gee, Donald.  Is it God?: Tests for Evaluating the Supernatural.  Springfield, Missouri: Gospel 
Publishing House, 1972.

Hamon, Bill.  Prophets and the Prophetic Movement, ed. Paul Thigpen.  Shippensburg, PA: 
Destiny Image Publishers, Inc., 1990.

Hodges, Melvin L.  "Discerning of Spirits."  In Vol. 1 of Conference on the Holy Spirit Digest, 
edited by Gwen Jones.  Springfield, Missouri: Gospel Publishing House, 1983.  248-250.
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Horton, Stanley, ed.  Systematic Theology: A Pentecostal Perspective.  Springfield, MO: Gospel 
Publishing House, 1994.

Kraft, Charles.  Christianity with Power: Your World View and Your Experience with the 
Supernatural. Ann Arbor, Michigan: Vine Books, 1989.

________.  Defeating Dark Angels: Breaking Demonic Oppression in the Believer’s Life.  Ann 
Arbor, Michigan: Servant Publications, 1992.

(Professor Cultural Anthropology at Fuller Theological Seminary, Kraft has written much about  
deliverance ministry and experimenting with new concepts of deliverance.  You may not agree 
with all he says, but it is important you are aware of his approach.)

Kuhlman, Kathryn.  Never too Late.  Minneapolis: Bethany Fellowship Inc., 1975.

Ladd, George Eldon.  The Gospel of the Kingdom.  Grand Rapids, Michigan:  Eerdmans, 1959.

Lea, Larry.  Could You Not Tarry One Hour?  Altamonte Springs, Florida: Creation House, 
Strang Communications Company, 1987.

Leithart, Peter.  From Silence to Song: The Davidic Liturgical Revolution.  Moscow, Idaho: 
Canon Press, 2003.

MacNutt, Francis.  Healing.  New York: Bantam Books, 1974.

_____________ .  The Power to Heal.  Notre Dame: Ave Maria Press, 1977.

_____________ . Deliverance from Evil Spirits.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Chosen Books, 1995

Mallone, George, ed.  Those Controversial Gifts: Prophecy, Dreams, Visions, Tongues,  
Interpretation, Healing.  Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 1983.

McClung, Grant.  Azusa Street and Beyond: Pentecostal Missions and Church Growth In the 
20th Century.  South Plainfield, New Jersey: Bridge Publishing, 1986.

Mills, Watson E.  "Reconstruction and Reappraisal."  In Speaking in Tongues: A Guide to  
Research on Glossolalia, edited by Watson E. Mills.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
Eerdmans, 1986.  329-343.

Murphy, Jim, and Carolyn Murphy.  Prophets and Prophecy in Today’s Church.  San Diego, 
California:  Hundredfold Press, 1994. 

Prince, Derek.  Blessing Or Curse: You Can Choose.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Chosen Books, 
1990.

________.  Shaping History through Prayer & Fasting.  Fort Lauderdale, Florida: Derek Prince 
Ministries International, 1973.
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Sandford, John Loren, and Paula Sandford.  Healing The Wounded Spirit.  Tulsa, Oklahoma: 
Victory House, Inc., 1985

________. Waking the Slumbering Spirit, ed. Norm Bowman.  Arlington, Texas: Clear Stream, 
Inc. Publishing, 1993.

________. The Elijah Task.  Plainfield, New Jersey: Logos International, 1977.

Sandford, John Loren, and Mark Sandford.  A Comprehensive Guide to Deliverance and Inner 
Healing.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Chosen Books, 1992.

Sandford, Paula.  Healing Women’s Emotions.  Tulsa, Oklahoma: Victory House, Inc., 1992.

________.  Healing Victims of Sexual Abuse.  Tulsa, Oklahoma: Victory House, Inc., 1988.

(John and Paula Sanford have been famous for their ministry in the area of inner healing.  They 
are the authorities in this area and have written many books about it.)

Shawchuck, Norman, and Roger Heuser.  Managing the Congregation: Building Effective 
Systems to Serve People.  Nashville, Texas: Abingdon Press, 1996.

Sheets, Dutch.  Intercessory Prayer: How God Can Use Your Prayers to Move Heaven and 
Earth.  Ventura, California: Regal Books, 1996

Silvoso, Ed.  That None Should Perish. Ventura, California: Regal Books, 1994.

Stronstad, Roger.  The Charismatic Theology of St. Luke.  Peabody, Massachusetts: Hendrickson 
Publishers, 1984.

_____________ .  The Prophethood of All Believers: A Study in Luke’s Charismatic Theology.  
Sheffield, England: Sheffield Academic Press Ltd., 1999.

(Roger Stronstad was a former colleague of mine in Canada.  He proposes that it is not only the 
priesthood of all believers but that we are now the prophetic people of God.  Exciting 
possibilities!)

Sweetman, Leonard.  “Gifts of the Spirit: A Study of Calvin’s Comments on 1 Corinthians 12:8-
10, 28; Romans 12:6-8; Ephesians 4:11.”  In Exploring the Heritage of John Calvin, edited 
by David E. Holwerda.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Book House, 1976.  273-303.

Towns, Elmer L.  Fasting for Spiritual Breakthrough: A Guide to Nine Biblical Fasts.  Ventura, 
California: Regal Books, 1996.

(Instructions on fasting from a non-Pentecostal that brings great insight to a neglected area.)

Trask, Thomas E., and Wayde I. Goodall.  The Battle: Defeating the Enemies of Your Soul. 
Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, 1997.
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Wagner, C. Peter. How to Have a Healing Ministry without Making Your Church Sick.  Ventura, 
California: Gospel Light, 1988.

(You need to read some of his material.  You may not agree with all he says, but he is one of the 
most widely read persons in charismatic circles.)

________ .  Territorial Spirits: Insights on Strategic-level Spiritual Warfare from Nineteen 
Christian Leaders.  Chichester, England: Sovereign World Ltd., 1991.  

________.  The New Apostolic Churches.  Ventura, California: Regal Books, 1998.

________.  Churchquake!  Ventura, California: Regal Books, 1999. 
 
Wee Chow Hou, Lee Khai Sheang, and Bambang Walujo Hidajat.  Sun Tzu: War & 

Management.  Singapore: Addison-Wesley Publishing Company, Inc., 1991.

(A secular book, but so practical and important for pastors and all who engage in spiritual  
warfare.  It builds upon the strategy of war of a Chinese general.  His principles apply in the 
business world, the military world, and the spiritual world.)

Wimber, John, and Kevin Springer.  Power Healing.  San Francisco: Harper-Collins Publishers, 
1987.

Periodicals

Bittlinger, Arnold.  "The Significance of Charismatic Experiences for the Mission of the 
Church."  International Review of Mission 75 (April 1986): 117-122.

Carlson, G. Raymond, ed.  "Spiritual Gifts."  Paraclete 26 (Spring 1992): 1-22.

________.  "Christ's Gifts to His Church."  Paraclete 25 (Summer 1991): 1-9.

________.  "The Ministry Gifts of Ephesians."  In Vol. 2 of Conference on the Holy Spirit 
Digest, edited by Gwen Jones.  Springfield, Missouri: Gospel Publishing House, 1983. 
101-105.

Dominy, Bert.  "Paul and Spiritual Gifts: Reflections on 1 Corinthians 12-14."  Southwestern 
Journal of Theology, no. 1 (Fall 1983): 49-68.

Elbert, Paul.  "Calvin and the Spiritual Gifts."  In Essays on Apostolic Themes: Studies in Honor 
of Howard M. Ervin Presented to Him by Colleagues and Friends on His Sixty-Fifth 
Birthday, edited by Paul Elbert.  Peabody, Massachusetts: Hendrickson, 1985.  115-143.

Fee, Gordon D.  "Tongues - Least of the Gifts: Some Exegetical Observations on 1 Corinthians 
12-14."  Pneuma, no. 2 (Fall 1980): 3-14.
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Ford, Josephine Massyngberde.  "The Social and Political Implications of the Miraculous in 
Acts."  In Faces of Renewal: Studies in Honor of Stanley M. Horton, edited by Paul 
Elbert.  Peabody, Massachusetts: Hendrickson, 1988.  137-160.

Fung, Ronald Y. K.  "Ministry in the New Testament."  In The Church in the Bible and the 
World: An International Study, edited by D. A. Carson.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker 
Book House, 1987.  154-212.

________.  "Ministry, Community and Spiritual Gifts."  Evangelical Quarterly 56 (January 
1984): 3-20.

________.  "Function or Office: A Survey of the New Testament Evidence."  Evangelical 
Review of Theology, no. 1 (April 1984): 16-39.

________.  "Charismatic Versus Organized Ministry: An Examination of an Alleged Antithesis." 
Evangelical Quarterly 52 (October-December 1980): 195-214.

Gee, Donald.  "The Gifts and Fruit of the Spirit."  Paraclete 21 (Spring 1987): 21-26.

Grudem, Wayne A.  "Why Christians Can Still Prophesy."  Christianity Today (16 September 
1988): 29-31.

Hadden, Andrew G.  "Gifts of the Spirit in Assemblies of God Writings: A Survey (1 Cor. 
12:8-10)."  Paraclete 24 (Winter 1990): 20-32.

Hocken, Peter.  "Jesus Christ and the Gifts of the Spirit."  Pneuma, no. 1 (Spring 1983): 1-16.

Holdcroft, L. Thomas.  "Tongues and the Interpretation of Tongues."  In Vol. 1 of Conference on 
the Holy Spirit Digest, edited by Gwen Jones.  Springfield, Missouri: Gospel Publishing 
House, 1983.  251-258.

Horsley, Richard A.  "How Can Some of You Say That There is No Resurrection of the Dead: 
Spiritual Elitism in Corinth."  Novum Testamentum 20 (July 1978): 203-231.

House, H. Wayne.  "Tongues and the Mystery Religions of Corinth."  Bibliotheca Sacra 140 
(April-June 1983): 134-150.

Hunter, Harold.  "Tongues-Speech: A Patristic Analysis."  Journal of the Evangelical 
Theological Society 23 (June 1980): 125-137.

Kingswriter, D.  "Spiritual Warfare."  Advance (May, 1994): 27.

Pytches, David.  "Signs and Wonders Today: Charismatic Conference for Clergy and 
Leaders."  International Review of Mission 75 (April 1986): 137-142. 

Robeck, Cecil M.  "Written Prophecies: A Question of Authority."  Pneuma, no. 2 (Fall 1980): 
26-45.
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Snyder, Howard A.  "The Church as Holy and Charismatic."  Wesleyan Theological Journal 15 
(Fall 1980): 7-32; Evangelical Review of Theology, no. 2 (October 1982): 172-201.

Stafford, Tim.  "Testing the Wine From John Wimber's Vineyard: California's latest Boom 
Church; Signs and Wonders Movement."  Christianity Today 11 (August 8, 1986): 17-22.

Steinberg, Hardy W. “What is Praying in the Spirit?”  Paraclete 25 (Spring 1991): 1-4.

Stockwell, Eugene.  "Responses to the Holy Spirit; Part 2: Charismatics."  International Review 
of Mission 75 (April 1986): 113-157.

Talbert, Charles H.  “Paul’s Understanding of the Holy Spirit: The Evidence of 1 Corinthians 12-
14.”  Perspectives in Religious Studies 11 (Winter 1984): 95-108.

Templeman, Louis.  "When You Want To Perform: Expecting Signs and Wonders On Demand." 
Leadership 12 (Summer 1991): 31-33.

Turner, Max.  “The Spirit of Prophecy and the Power of Authoritative Preaching in Luke-Acts: 
A Question of Origins.”  New Testament Studies 38 (January 1992): 66-88.

Footnote: Articles or periodicals from internet that relate to Spiritual Gifts are also included.

Preaching

Chant, Ken.  The Pentecostal Pulpit.  Ramona, California: Vision Publishing, 1995.

(Practical counsel to the pastor as to how to approach his ministry, the pulpit and the passage of  
scripture.  Delighfully written.)

Crabtree, Charles T.  Pentecostal Preaching.   Springfield, Missouri: Gospel Publishing House, 
2003.

(Insights from an able acknowledged practitioner of Pentecostal Preaching.  Very good overall  
perspective, especially as related to spiritual gifts, listening to the Spirit, and reliance on the  
Holy Spirit.  Assistant General Superintendent of the Assemblies of God.)

Hughes, Ray H.  Pentecostal Preaching.   Cleveland, Tennessee: Pathway Press, 2004 (rev.).

(Former Superintendent of the Church of God and now president of Lee College speaks from his  
years of experience.)

Nelson, Alan.  Creating Messages That Connect.  Loveland, Colorado.: Group Publishing, 2004.

(Nelson  is  the  founding  pastor  of  Scottsdale  Family  Church  in  Arizona,  a  large,  growing,  
exciting church.  He discusses ten secrets to connect with the audience.  The focus is on being  
able to read and reach the audience especially as we face a changing culture.  He is an expert  
on communication.)
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Quicke, Michael J.  360 Degree Preaching.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Book House, 2003. 

(An outstanding evangelical preacher who is the charles W. Koller Professor of Preaching and  
Communication at Northern Seminary in Illinois, examines how he worked through preparation 
to delivery.  How to preach to changing times.  How to let God’s Word transform you first.  His 
chapter on the “preaching swim” is key to the book.  Can easily become a standard text for  
homiletics.)

Robinson, Haddon W.  The Art & Craft of Biblical Preaching.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker 
Book House, 2001.

(Any  book  by  Dr.  Robinson  is  worth  reading.   No  one  systematically  teaches  expository  
preaching as effectively and practically as he.  This is still the best primer on basic preaching.  
This text has sold over 200,000 copies!)

Stone, Dave.  Refining Your Style.  Loveland, Colorado: Group Publishing, Inc, 2004.  

(From a non-Pentecostal viewpoint, examples of the finest types of preaching in the evangelical  
world are given to help you develop your unique style.  A CD of the preaching of these great  
preachers gives you a “feel” for different approaches to preaching.)

York, Hershael W. and Bert Decker.  Preaching With Bold Assurance.   Nashville, Tennessee: 
Broadman and Holman Publishers, 2003.

(York is a professor of preaching at a Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville.  He  
knows how to make expository preaching live.  Decker is a communications expert who has been  
featured on the Today Show, ABC’s 20/20 and the Wall Street Journal.  He has written a best  
selling book, You’ve Got to Be Believed to Be Heard.  They combine their expertise to bring out  
a new approach to the text, the audience, and the delivery.)

SPECIFIC DATA:  Syllabus prepared by David Lim, D. Min.
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