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COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION
An introduction to the content and background of the New Testament, including the 
critical issues involved in the discipline of New Testament Introduction.

OBJECTIVES

At the conclusion of this course the student should:

1.  Have a grasp of the historical background of the New Testament, including political 
realities, social structures, and religious movements and issues in both the Hellenistic-
Roman and the Jewish milieus.

2.  Be familiar with the basic history of NT scholarship over the last two centuries, with 
an end to grasping the fundamentals of modern scholarship. Such familiarity will 
include a working knowledge of the various methods of NT criticism, the 
presuppositions that gave rise to them, and their relative applicability today.

3.  Be conversant in the primary introductory issues of all NT texts, understanding 
various points of view and being able to intelligently defend their own.

4.  Realize an integration of the often highly technical information and arguments of 
modern NT scholarship and a living Pentecostal faith, with an end to further edify and 
empower the Body of Christ.

TEXTBOOKS

Required:
Gundry, Robert. A Survey of the New Testament. 4th edition. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

2003. 
Barrett, C.K. The New Testament Background: Selected Documents. 2nd. ed. San 

Francisco: Harper & Row, 1987.
Ferguson, Everett. Backgrounds of Early Christianity. 3rd ed. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,

1993.

Recommended:
Brown, R.E., An Introduction to the New Testament. New York: Doubleday, 1997.
Carson, D.A., Moo, D., and Morris, L. An Introduction to the New Testament. Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 1992.
Neill, Stephen, and Wright, Tom. The Interpretation of the New Testament, 1861-1986. 

2nd ed. Oxford: University press, 1988.

mailto:dthomas@agts.edu


Stein, Robert H. Studying the Synoptic Gospel: Origin and Interpretation. 2nd ed. Grand
Rapids: Baker Academic, 2001.

BASIC OUTLINE

I. New Testament Background
A. Greco-Roman Political History
B. Jewish History
C. Society and Culture
D. Hellenistic and Roman Religions and Philosophies
E. The Rise of Christianity
2. New Testament Criticism
A. History of the Discipline
B. Methods of NT Interpretation
3. The New Testament Proper
A. The New Testament as Canon
B. The Synoptics and the Synoptic “Problem”
C. (Luke)-Acts
D. The Gospel of John
E. Pauline Corpus
F. Hebrews
G. General Epistles
H. Revelation

METHODOLOGY

Course objectives will be met through:

1. Classroom lecture
2. In-class questions, answers, discussions, and brief quizzes
3. Completion of required assignments of reading and writing

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1.  Consistent attendance. Anticipated absences should be made known to the professor 
beforehand. Consult the AGTS catalog for seminary policy on the relation between 
excessive absenteeism and grade reduction.

2.  Completion of reading assignments on the indicated dates (see course plan handout).
3.  Classroom participation (discussion, questions, answers) where appropriate.
4.  Completion of “semi-spontaneous” quizzes. These quizzes will be announced 

periodically at the beginning of a given class period. At the end of said period the 
students will be given a question pertaining to that period’s lecture and five minutes to 
complete the quiz. Questions will be drawn from both lecture content and that day’s 
required readings. Quizzes may be somewhat comprehensive (i.e., pertaining to 
previous days’ lectures and/or readings).

5.  Research paper. A 10-12 page treatment of ONE of the following:



a. A New Testament backgrounds issue project; OR
b. A New Testament introduction issue; OR
c. An in-depth treatment of a chosen text.
See handout for details on all of the above. Selected themes must be chosen from 
option offered on handouts or by special permission from the professor.

6. Backgrounds Exam
7. Mid-term Exam
8. Final Exam

*Late work will be docked one-half letter grade per date unless previous permission 
has been granted by the professor.

GRADING PROCEDURE
Class participation 5%
Quizzes 10%
Research paper 20%
Backgrounds Exam 20%
Mid-term exam 20%
Final Exam 25%

Total 100%
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