ASSEMBLIES OF GOD THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
BOT 538 Stu. in the Prophetical Books: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Micah

Roger D. Cotton Post Session 2008
rcotton@agts.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION

A section by section exegetical study of each of these four prophetical books with emphasis on
theological themes, major concepts, and principlizing for the church today

COURSE OBJECTIVES
Upon successful completion of this course the student should be able to:

1. Discuss the meaning of key passages in each of these books as well as the structure,
message, and theology of the book as a whole in relation to the times of the prophet.

2. Preach/teach the principles taught in these books to Christians today.

TEXTBOOKS

Required:
The Holy Bible Contemporary English Version. New York: American Bible Society, 1995.

Stuart, Douglas. Hosea - Jonah. Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 31. Waco, TX: Word
Books, 1987.

Waltke, Bruce K. 4 Commentary on Micah. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2007.
Recommended:

Hubbard, David Allan. Hosea: An Introduction and Commentary. TOTC. Downers Grove, IL:
Inter-Varsity Press, 1989.

. Joel and Amos: An Introduction and Commentary. TOTC. Downers Grove, IL:
Inter-Varsity Press, 1989.
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COURSE OUTLINE

Class

I. Monday, June 30

2. Tuesday, July 1

3. Wednesday, July 2

4. Thursday, July 3

5. Friday, July 4
6. Monday, July 7

7. Tuesday, July 8

8. Wednesday, July 9

0. Thursday, July 10

10.  Friday, July 11

METHODOLOGY

OFF

Introduction and exegesis of Amos 1-3 with
illustration of diagramming.

Amos 4-6; Read Amos in CEV and commentary
introduction.

Amos 7-9; Do readings on OT prophetic ministry.
Read Kaiser chap 9 on Amos 9.

Read Micah in CEV and commentary introduction.
Micah 1-4

4™ of July holiday

Micah 5-7

Read Hosea in CEV and commentary introduction,
Rowley on Hosea’s marriage, and Limburg and De

Roche articles on Rib, and Hosea 6 readings. Hosea
1-6

Hosea 7-10; Turn in flow of thought diagram of
chosen exegesis passage due.

Hosea 11-14; Do readings on Matthew’s use of
Hosea 11.

Read Joel in CEV and commentary introduction.
Do readings of Peter’s use of Joel 2 in Acts 2.
All of Joel

Lecture, discussion, readings, exegetical research and writing.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

During Post Session--Class attendance and participation is expected; maximum allowable
absence is one class period. Please talk to the professor about any absences.
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Do the following assignments according to the above calendar outline.
1. Read Hosea, Joel, and Amos in the CEV.

2. Read the introduction in the commentary to each book and the sections on the more
important controversial or difficult passages.

3. Read the book of handouts for the course and any additional readings the professor may
add, such as on Hosea 6 and Peter’s use of Joel 2 in Acts 2.

4. Turn in on Tuesday, July 6, a flow of thought diagram of the passage chosen for the
exegesis project. (Instructions will be provided.)

After Post-Session — due Friday, August 8

1. Turn in the accountability sheet provided for the readings, including finishing reading at
least 50% of the commentary by Stuart on Hosea, Joel, Amos, and the one by Waltke on
Micah, focusing on the important theological statements.

2. Write a take-home essay synthesis of the course over the flow of the messages of each of
the three books as well as the major themes, principles, and passages discussed in class.
This must include your own theological outline of the message, in terms of principles and
themes, for each of the three books. (Instructions will be provided.)

3. Do thorough exegetical research and biblical-theological analysis of a passage of your
choice of about 4 to 12 verses and either type up the results in a paper OR a thorough
sermon or teaching outline. (Instructions will be provided.) A bibliography must be
turned in of all sources consulted in the research.

Late work will be penalized 2 points per day late including weekends using a 12 point scale
(12=A, 1=F) If you will be more than a day late call me. Also, I am flexible on the number
of pages as long as the content is there.

GRADING PROCEDURE

Reading and Class participation 10%

Take-home synthesis essays 20%

Theological outlines of each book 10% each for Hosea, Amos, Micah, and 5% for Joel

Exegetical research paper or sermon 35%
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Braun, Michael A. "James' Use of Amos at the Jerusalem Council: Steps Toward a Possible
Solution of the Textual and Theological Problems." Journal of the Evangelical
Theological Society 20 (June 1977): 113-121.

Bright, John. A History of Israel. 3rd ed. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1981.
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Press, 1986.
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Sheffield, England: Sheffield, 1992.
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Micah. New York: United Bible Societies, 1982.

Clements, R. E. Prophecy and Covenant. London: SCM Press, 1965.

. Old Testament Prophecy: From Oracles to Canon. Louisville: Westminster John Knox,
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1990.

Garrett, Duane A. Hosea, Joel. NAC. Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1997.

Gemser, B. "The Rib -- or Controversy -- Pattern in Hebrew Mentality." Supplements to Vetus
Testamentum 3: 120-137. Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1969.

Goldsworthy, Graeme. Preaching the Whole Bible as Christian Scripture. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 2000.
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Lint. Springfield, MO: World Library Press, 1999.
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England: Sheffield, 1997.
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Scholars Press, 1988.

Harris, R. Laird, Gleason L. Archer, Jr., and Bruce K. Waltke, eds. Theological Wordbook of the

Old Testament. 2 vols. Chicago: Moody Press, 1980.

Hasel, Gerhard F. The Remnant. 3d ed. Berrien Springs, MI: Andrews University Press, 1980.

. Understanding the Book of Amos: Basic Issues in Current Interpretations. Grand
Rapids: Baker, 1991.

Henderson, Ebenezer. The Twelve Minor Prophets. 1858; reprint, Grand Rapids: Baker Book
House, 1980.

Hildebrandt, Wilf. An Old Testament Theology of the Spirit of God. Peabody, MA:
Hendrickson, 1995.

Hillers, Delbert R. Micah. Edited by Paul D. Hanson with Loren Fisher. Hermeneia.
Philadelphia: Fortress, 1984.

Horton, Stanley M. What the Bible Says About the Holy Spirit. Springfield, MO: Gospel
Publishing House, 1976.

.. “Commentary on the Book of Amos.” In Complete Biblical Library: Old Testament,
Vol. 15, Study Bible, Daniel-Malachi, ed. Thoralf Gilbrant and Gregory A. Lint.
Springfield, MO: World Library Press, 1999.

. Acts. Springfield, MO: Logion, 2001.

House, Paul R. Old Testament Theology. Downer’s Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1998.

Hubbard, David Allan. Joel and Amos: An Introduction and Commentary. TOTC. Downers
Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1989.
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Press, 1989.

Huffman, Herbert B. “The Covenant Lawsuit in the Prophets.” Journal of Biblical Literature 78
(Dec. 1959):285-295.

Hummel, Horace D. The Word Becoming Flesh. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1979.

Janzen, Waldemar. Mourning Cry and Woe Oracle. New york: Walter de Gruyter, 1972.

Jeremias, Jorg. The Book of Amos: A Commentary. OTL. Louisville: Westminster John Knox,
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Kaiser, Walter C., Jr. Toward an Old Testament Theology. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1978.

. Toward an Exegetical Theology. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1981.
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. The Christian and the “Old” Testament. Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library. 1998.

. Micah-Malachi. CC. Dallas: Word, 1992.
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King, Philip J. Amos, Hosea, Micah-An Archaeological Commentary. Philadelphia:
Westminster Press, 1988.

Koch, Klaus. The Prophets: Volume One, The Assyrian Period. Philadelphia: Fortress Press,
1983.

Kohlenberger, John R., IlI, and James W. Swanson. The Hebrew English Concordance To
TheOld Testament With The New International Version. Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
1998.

Laetsch, Theo. The Minor Prophets. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1956.

Lewis, Jack P. The Minor Prophets. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1966.
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SPECIFIC DATA

Syllabus prepared by Roger D. Cotton, March 2008.
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