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COURSE DATES

In the Fall of 2009 the course will be presented on Fridays from 9:00 to 11:45 am.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course investigates issues of social injustice, inequality and the exploitation of
vulnerable groups in society from a distinctly Pentecostal perspective. The course will
seek to lay a solid biblical foundation for the church’s involvement in these issues and
seek to trace the impact of God’s people throughout history in restoring biblical standards
of social justice in society. Particular attention will be paid to international issues such as
poverty, children at risk, racial discrimination, AIDS and international sex trafficking.
Particular social problems that seriously disrupt family life locally will also be
highlighted. The course will seek to evaluate the intervention strategies of local, federal
and international agencies (both religious and secular) from an integrated, biblically-
based development framework.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

By the end of this course students should be able to

1. Articulate a cogent, biblically-based theology regarding the Kingdom of God.
This theology should consider the affect of social engagement for Christians
while avoiding the two conceptual extremes of “social gospel” which limits the
necessity of spiritual transformation, on the one hand and spiritual isolationism
which limits the transformational power of the gospel on the other.

2. Evaluate social intervention strategies from an integrated, biblically-based
development schema.

3. Evaluate appropriate personal and corporate responses for the Church. Determine
what criteria are appropriate for the church or a social service agency to determine


mailto:jmostert@agts.edu

if their activities conform to evidence-based developmental criteria.

TEXTBOOKS

Dempster, M.A.H. & Klaus, B.D. (Eds.) (1991). Called and Empowered: Global mission
in Pentecostal perspective. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers.

Enrichment Journal Spring 2004: A revival of compassion. Springfield, MO: Gospel
Publishing House.

Samuel, V. and Sugden, C. (Eds.) (1999). Mission as transformation: A theology of the
whole Gospel. Oxford: Regnum Books.

Stearns, Richard (2009). The hole in our gospel: What does God expect of us?
Nashville: Thomas Nelson

METHODOLOGY

The course will consist of lectures, instructional videos, dialogues, work assessments,
personal research projects and interacting with specialists in the field.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

The course requirements are explained in more detail below, as are the relative weights
given to each requirement.

1. Students are required to actively participate in class discussions and a grade will be
given based on the quality of participation that the student exhibits over the semester.
Active participation is understood as providing informative comments, probing
questions, and insightful contributions. This should not be confused with simply the
audible amount of talking in class. Participation will account for 10% of the grade for
the course.

2. Students will be required to read Stearns’ book and write a personal reflection on his
approach to theology. The book report/interaction/reflection should NOT exceed 5
pages and include a summary understanding of Stearns’ main thesis, as well as a
personal reflection as the student reacts to the thesis of this book. This report will be
due on a date to be determined in class and account for 20% of the grade for the
course.

3. Students will be required to read one other book from a prescribed list that will be
presented in class. As with the previous assignment, the report/interaction/reflection
should NOT exceed 5 pages and include a summary understanding of the main thesis
of this book, as well as personal reflection as the student reacts to the thesis of this
book. The student will also be required to provide the rest of the class with a one-



page critical summary of the main thesis of the book and verbally present this
summary to their colleagues at a date to be determined in class. This report and
presentation will account for 30% of the grade for the course.

4. A summative research project of 10 to 12 pages, and in accordance with writing
standards that will be discussed in class, will be required on a date toward the end of
the semester as indicated by the professor. This project will require students to
produce a document that submits their understanding of a theology of the Kingdom;
their understanding of an integrated, holistic gospel, and explain how this concept of
missio dei is likely to influence their future course of action within their ministry
context. In the paper the student will be expected to integrate the course material,
refer to the literature prescribed for the course, reflect on the student presentations
and specialists that were invited to the class as guest lecturers, and support their
understanding by referring to peer-reviewed journals. This research project will
account for 40% of the course grade.

GRADING PROCEDURE

The grade obtained for the course will therefore be calculated in the following manner:

1. Active participation in class: 10%

2. Stearns book review: 20%

3. Solo book review and class presentation: 30%
4. Summative research project: 40%

GRADE SYSTEM

Work is Publishable = A+

94% - 100% = A Excellent

90% - 93% = A- Excellent (but)

87% - 89% = B+ Very Good

84% - 86% = B Good Work

80% - 83% = B- Good (but)

77% - 79% = C+ Fair but almost good enough
74% - 76% = C Fair

70% - 73% = C- Just Passable

67% - 69% = D+ Poor but almost made it
64% - 66% = D Poor

60% - 63% = D- Highly questionable

RESEARCH REPORT

Students will be required to research and submit a report (10 to12-pages, double-

spaced, on 8 ¥2 x 11-inch paper) as described above. Scholarly books, journal articles
and/or tapes in the library should be utilized and a bibliography of at least 12 sources
should be included at the end of the paper. References dealt with in the course can be



used for this purpose. At least a quarter of these sources should be scholarly (peer-
reviewed) journals. Internet resources and online journals are generally not considered
scholarly journals. They need to be used very sparingly. The presentation of the report
can be in accordance with the American Psychological Association (APA) style manual
but other formats with which the student is more familiar may also be used. The report
will be due at midnight on a date to be determined in class.

The report must be submitted electronically to the professor and the subject line of the
email should state: PTH 640/Research Report/Your Name. The header of the report
must include your name and your email address so that the report can be returned to you
expeditiously. A corrected version, with a grade will be returned to the students by email
if they provided their email address in the header of the report.

Note: This syllabus was prepared by Dr. Johan Mostert on June 30, 2009. The contents
or requirements as presented here may undergo alteration before the commencement of
the course in the fall.
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