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COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

An exegetical, theological, and applicational study of Job, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes with 

special emphasis on understanding and using wisdom literature in the Christian life and ministry 

through discussion of life issues such as suffering, and healthy relationships. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 

Upon completion of this course the student should be able to: 

 

1. Describe the content and message of these books in their ancient Near Eastern cultural 

context. 

2. Recognize and deal properly with the features of Hebrew wisdom literature and of 

Hebrew poetry. 

3. Identify, explain, and apply the theological principles of these books to the lives of 

Christians today, especially in the area of suffering. 

 

 

TEXTBOOKS 

 

Required: 

 

Andersen, Francis I. Job: An Introduction and Commentary. Downers Grove, IL: 

  InterVarsity, 1976. ISBN: 0877842639 

 

Cotton, Roger D. B0T 540 Wisdom Books  Handouts, 2010  (AGTS) 

 

Garrett, Duane A. Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs. NAC. Nashville: Broadman, 1993. 

 ISBN: 0805401148 

 

The Holy Bible:  Contemporary English Version.  New York: American Bible Society, 1995. 

 ISBN: 1585160377 

 

Recommended: 

 

Longman, Tremper III. The Book of Ecclesiastes. NICOT. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. 

 ISBN: 0802823661 

mailto:rcotton@agts.edu
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COURSE OUTLINE 

 

Monday June 28     Introduction and Proverbs 1-3 

   

Tuesday June 29      Proverbs 4-9 

Wednesday June 30     Proverbs 10-16 

 

Thursday July 1  Proverbs 17-31 

 

Friday July 2  Ecclesiastes 

 

Monday July 5  OFF  for 4
th

 of July holiday 

 

Tuesday July 6  Ecclesiastes; turn in word study 

 

Wednesday July 7  Job 

 

Thursday July 8 Job 

 

Friday July 9   Conclusion 

  

  

METHODOLOGY 

 

Lecture, discussion, readings, researched exegetical project. 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

1.     Be prepared to discuss the passages from the wisdom books assigned for each day including 

reading them in the CEV, checking other translations, and reading the textbook commentary and 

any related handouts. By the due date for the course, August 2, the handouts and the two 

commentaries must be read but the student may read the introductions and the key passages in 

detail and then skim the rest.  

 

2.     TURN IN on Wednesday, June 30, your choice of a passage or passages from Job, Proverbs, 

or Ecclesiastes for the exegetical project in # 5 below, for approval by the professor. 

 

2.     TURN IN on Tuesday, July 6, a 3-4 page word study on a significant word in your chosen 

passage for the exegetical project below.  

 

3.     TURN IN on the due date after the course, August 2.  

 A.   a 1 or 2 page essay on how to advise other Christians about how to relate Proverbs to 
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        their lives.  

 B.   a half page or so essay on the message of Ecclesiastes that God wants us to   

                   Receive today. 

 C.   a 1 or 2 page essay explaining to other Christians what is the answer of the book of 

                   Job to the question of undeserved severe suffering. 

 

5.     A.  PRESENT in the last class or in the professor’s office before the course due date of 

 August a 3 or more page typed, researched, exegetical, biblical-theological, teaching (or 

preaching) outline on a passage or passages of your choice, approved by the professor. 

“A” grade level requires the work and sources described below and in the handouts about 

doing good graduate level exegetical/biblical-theological study.  

 

            OR 

 

B. TURN IN a 10-12 page typed exegetical/biblical-theological research paper on a 

passage approved by the professor, with the same basic instructions as above, turned 

in by the due date for the course, August 2. 

 

 

Thorough, detailed, exegetical/biblical-theological research to me includes the following 

steps: 

a. Understanding the language of the text through comparing translations and  

 doing significant word studies, which include the use of: (New) Englishman’s 

 Hebrew Concordance (coded to Strong’s) or Kohlenberger, John R., III,  and  James 

W. Swanson. The Hebrew English Concordance To The Old Testament With The 

New International Version or a computer program that searches the Hebrew words, 

and then reading the articles in the New International Dictionary of Old Testament 

Theology and Exegesis. 

   

b. Understanding the significance of the historical and cultural references in the passage 

through background studies, including the Dictionary of Biblical Imagery,  and 

scholarly, exegetical commentaries. 

 

c. Understanding the literary intent of the passage by analyzing the flow of thought and 

the literary devices used by the writer.  

 

d. Understanding the theology intended through analyzing the significance of the images 

and the theological and thematic terms and ideas used in context of the book and of 

the whole Old Testament, and determining the underlying principles intended as the 

message of the inspired writer.  To qualify for an “A” grade the best commentaries 

(see the * ones in bibliography and at least two more) must be consulted, as well as 

Old Testament theologies, including Waltke’s, and the Dictionary of OT Wisdom, 

Poetry, & Writings edited by Longman and Enns, and any other related, significant, 

theological, studies.  Be sure to research journal articles and read at least one to 
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qualify for an A grade. In or before the conclusion the student must suggest how the 

biblical theological message of the psalm can be applied to people today. 

   

For either choice the student must follow the style in Turabian 7
th

 ed. with your choice of citation 

method: footnotes, endnotes, or parenthetical references.  However, for a teaching outline not 

many quotations or other citations are expected, as long as you are not passing off someone else’s 

ideas as your own. A bibliography listing all the sources you consulted, not just cited, is required 

for proper evaluation of your research.  I greatly prefer (required for an A) to see any signed 

articles from multi-author works, such as NIDOTTE and encyclopedias, listed by author and title 

of the article rather than the editor of the book, (see Turabian 17.1.8). Commentaries should be 

listed by author and title (usually a book of the Bible) NOT by series editor and title (see Tur. 

17.1.5). Also, the outline need not be double spaced throughout, but do NOT justify the right 

margin.  Put your name, the course, and date in the upper right corner of the first page. If 

presented in class, copies must be supplied for each class member, but not necessarily the 

bibliography. 

 

Late work may be penalized. Please talk to the professor about any absences. 

 

GRADING PROCEDURE 

 

Reading Assignments and class participation     10% 

Word study          12% 

Exegetical project         45% 

Concluding Take-home essays        33% 

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 
Alexander, T. Desmond, and Brian S. Rosner, eds. New Dictionary of Biblical Theology.  

 Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2000. 

 

Alden, Robert L.  Proverbs.  Grand Rapids:  Baker, 1983. 

 

_____. Job. NAC. Nashville: Broadman, 1993. 

 

Alter, Robert.  The Art of Biblical Poetry.  New York: Basic Books, 1985. 

 

Andersen, F. I.  Job.  TOTC.  Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1976. 

 

Archer, Gleason L.  The Book of Job.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1982. 

 

Barker, Kenneth, ed. The NIV Study Bible. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995. 

 

Berry, Donald K. An Introduction to Wisdom and Poetry of the Old Testament. Nashville: Broadman & 

  Holman, 1995. 

 

Bullock, C. Hassell.  An Introduction to the Poetic Books of the Old Testament.  Rev. ed. Chicago: 
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  Moody Press, 1979. 

 

Capps, Donald.  Biblical Approaches to Pastoral Counseling.  Philadelphia: Westminster, 1981. 

 

Childs, Brevard S.  Introduction to the Old Testament as Scripture.  Philadelphia:  Fortress, 1979. 

 

Clifford, Richard J. Proverbs: A Commentary. OTL. Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox, 1999. 

 

Clines, David J. A.  Job 1-20.  Word Biblical Commentary, vol.  17.  Dallas: Word Books, 1989. 

 

Cotton, Roger. “Chapter7, God Reveals Himself to His People.” In They Spoke From God: A Survey of 

Old Testament, ed. William C. Williams, 265-312. Springfield, MO: Logion Press/ Gospel 

Publishing House, 2003.  

 

Crenshaw, James L.  Old Testament Wisdom: An Introduction.  Atlanta: John Knox Press, 1981. 

 

______. Ecclesiastes: A Commentary. OTL. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1987. 

 

Crenshaw, James L. Urgent Advice and Probing Questions: Collected Writings on OT Wisdom. Macon, 

  GA: Mercer, 1995. 

 

Dahood, Mitchell.  Psalms, 3 vols.  Anchor Bible.  Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1965-70. 

 

Delitzsch, F. J.  Job through Song of Solomon, vols. 4, 5, 6, in Commentary on the Old Testament by C. 

F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, reprinted.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, n.d. 

 

Eaton, Michael A.  Ecclesiastes.  TOTC.  Downers Grove, IL:  InterVarsity Press, 1983. 

 

Estes, Daniel J. Handbook on the Wisdom Books and Psalms. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2005. 

 

The Expositor's Bible Commentary, Vol. 5, ed. Frank E. Gaebelein.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1991. 

"Proverbs," Allen P. Ross; "Ecclesiastes," J. Stafford Wright. 

 

Fee, Gordon D., and Douglas Stuart.  How To Read The Bible For All Its Worth.  2d ed. Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 1993. 

 

Fokkelman, J. P. Reading Biblical Poetry: An Introductory Guide. Louisville: W/JK, 2001. 

 

Fox, Michael V. A Time to Tear Down and A Time to Build Up: A Rereading of Ecclesiastes. Grand 

  Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999. 

 

_____. Ecclesiastes: The Traditional Hebrew Text with the New JPS Translation and  Commentary. 

  Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 2004.  

 

______. Proverbs 1-9 : A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary. AB. New York: 

 Doubleday, 2000. 

 

Fyall, Robert S. Now My Eyes Have Seen You: Images of Creation and Evil in the Book of Job. Downers 

  Grove, IL: Apollos/InterVarsity, 2002. 
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Gammie, John G. and Leo G. Perdue, eds. The Sage in Israel and the Ancient Near East. Winona Lake, 

  IN: Eisenbrauns, 1990. 

 

Garrett, Duane A.  Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs.  NAC, vol. 14.  Nashville: Broadman, 1993. 

 

Gibson, Scott M., ed. Preaching the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker. 2006. 

 

Ginsburg, Christian D.  The Song of Songs and Coheleth. (Commonly called The Book of Ecclesiastes).  

New York: KTAV Publishing House, 1970. 

 

Goldsworthy, Graeme. Gospel and Wisdom : Israel's Wisdom Literature in the Christian Life. Exeter: 

  Paternoster, 1987. 

 

_____.  Preaching the Whole Bible as Christian Scripture. Grand Rapids: 

 Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2000. 
 

Gordis, Robert.  The Book of Job.  New York: The Jewish Theological Seminary of America, 1978. 

 

Gottwald, N. K.  "Poetry, Hebrew."  In The Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible, ed. George Arthur 

Buttrick, 3:829- 38.  Nashville: Abingdon, 1962. 

 

Grogan, G.W.  “The Experience of Salvation in the Old Testament and the New Testament.”  Vox 

Evangelica 5 (1967): 4-26. 

Habel, Norman C.  The Book of Job: A Commentary.  OTL. Philadelphia: Westminster,  1985. 

 

Harris, R. Laird, Gleason L. Archer, Jr., and Bruce K. Waltke, eds.  Theological Wordbook of the Old 

  Testament.  2 vols. Chicago: Moody Press, 1980. 

 

Hartley, John C.  The Book of Job.  NICOT.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988. 

 

______. "Job:Theology of." In NIDOTTE, vol. 4:780-796. 

 

Hernando, James D. Dictionary of Hermeneutics. Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House, 

 2005. 

 

Hoerth, Alfred, J., Gerald L. Mattingly, and Edwin M. Yamauchi.  Peoples of the Old 

Testament World.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1994. 

 

House, Paul R. Old Testament Theology. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1998. 

 

Hubbard, David A.  Proverbs.  The Communicators Commentary.  Dallas: Word Books,  1989. 

 

______. Beyond Futility: Messages of Hope from the Book of Ecclesiastes. Grand Rapids: 

 Eerdmans, 1976. 

 

Hummel, Horace D.  The Word Becoming Flesh.  St. Louis: Concordia, 1979. 

 

Johns, Donald Arvid.  "The Literary and Theological Function of the Elihu Speeches in The Book of  

             Job."  Ph.D. diss., Saint Louis University, 1983.  (microfiche) 
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_____. "Commentary on The Book of Job." In The Complete Biblical Library:The Old Testament, Vol. 

 9, Study Bible, Ezra-Job, ed. Thoralf Gilbrant and Gregory A. Lint. Springfield, MO: World 

Library Press, 2000. 

 

Kaiser, Walter C., Jr.  The Old Testament in Contemporary Preaching.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1973. 

 

_____, ed.  Classical Evangelical Essays in Old Testament Interpretation.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1973 

 

_____.  Toward an Old Testament Theology.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1978. 

 

_____.  Ecclesiastes: Total Life.  Chicago: Moody Press, 1979. 

 

_____.  Toward an Exegetical Theology.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1981. 

 

_____.  Toward Old Testament Ethics.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1983. 

 

_____.  The Uses of the Old Testament in the New.  Chicago:  Moody, 1985. 

 

_____.  The Christian and the “Old” Testament. Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library, 1998 

 

______. Preaching and Teaching from the Old Testament: A Guide for the Church. Grand  Rapids: 

Baker, 2003. 

 

______, and Duane Garrett. NIV Archaeological Study Bible. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2005. 

 

______. The Majesty of God in the Old Testament : a Guide for Preaching and Teaching. Grand Rapids: 

Baker, 2007. 

 

______. The Promise-Plan of God: A Biblical Theology of the Old and New Testaments. Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 2008. 

 

Keel-Leu, Othmar.  The Symbolism of the Biblical World: Ancient Near Eastern Iconography and the  

 Book of Psalms.  Translated by Timothy J. Hallett.  New York: Seabury Press, 1978. 

 

Kidner, Derek.  Proverbs.  TOTC.  Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1964. 

 

______. The Message of Ecclesiastes: A Time to Mourn and a Time to Dance. Downer’s Grove,  IL: 

  InterVarsity, 1976. 

 

______. The Wisdom of Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes.  Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1985. 

 

Kitchen, K. A. The Bible In Its World.  Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1977. 

 

Kohlenberger, John R., III,  and James W. Swanson. The Hebrew English Concordance To The 

 Old Testament With The New International Version. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998. 

 

Koptak, Paul E. Proverbs: From Biblical Text to Contemporary Life. NIVAC. Grand Rapids: Zondervan,  

 2003. 

 

Kugel, James L. The Idea of Biblical Poetry: Parallelism and Its History.  New Haven, CT: University 



BOT 540 St. in Wisdom: Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes 

Page 8 

 

  Press, 1981. 

 

Leupold, H.C. Exposition of Ecclesiastes.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1952. 

 

Longman, Tremper III. The Book of Ecclesiastes. NICOT. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. 

 

______. How to Read Proverbs. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2002.  

 

______. Proverbs. BCOTWP. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2006. 

 

______ and Peter Enns, eds. Dictionary of the Old Testament Wisdom, Poetry and  

 Writings. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2008. 

 

Martens, Elmer A.  God's Design:  A Focus On Old Testament Theology. 2d ed. Grand Rapids: Baker, 

  1994. 

 

Matthews, Victor H., and Don C. Benjamin.  Old Testament Parallels: Laws and Stories from the Ancient 

Near East. 3rd ed.  Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 2006. 

 

Murphy, Roland E.  Wisdom Literature: Job, Proverbs, Ruth, Canticles, Ecclesiastes, and Esther. The 

Forms of the Old Testament Literature, vol. 13.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1981. 

 

_____. Wisdom Literature & Psalms.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1983. 

 

 . Ecclesiastes.  WBC.  Dallas:  Word, 1992. 

 

______. Proverbs. WBC. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1998. 

 

Peterson, David L. Interpreting Hebrew Poetry.  Philadelphia:  Fortress, 1992. 

 

Pritchard, J. B. Ancient Near Eastern Texts Relating to the Old Testament. 3d ed., with Supplement.  

Princeton: University Press, 1969. 

 

Provan, Iain. Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs. NIVAC. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001. 

 

Reyburn, William D. A Handbook on the Book of Job. New York: United Bible Societies, 1992. 

 

Ryken, Leland, and Tremper Longman III, eds. A Complete Literary Guide to the Bible.   Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 1993. 

 

______, James C. Wilhoit, and Tremper Longman III, eds. Dictionary of Biblical Imagery.  Downers 

  Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1998. 

 

Scott, R. B. Y.  Proverbs, Ecclesiastes.  AB. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1965. 

 

Seow, C.  l. Ecclesiastes: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary. AB. New York: 

Doubleday, 1997. 

 

Smick, Elmer B.  "Job."  In The Expositor's Bible Commentary, ed. Frank E. Gaebelein, 4:843-1060.  

Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1988. 
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Snell, Daniel C. Twice-Told Proverbs and the Composition of the Book of Proverbs. Winona  Lake, IN: 

  Eisenbrauns, 1993. 

 

Stuart, Douglas.  Old Testament Exegesis:  A Primer for Students and Pastors.  2d ed. Philadelphia:  

  Westminster, 1984. 

 

Thomas, D. Winton, ed.  Documents From Old Testament Times.  New York: Harper and Row, 1958. 

 

______. Wisdom in Israel and in the Ancient Near East.  Leiden: Brill, 1960. 

 

Van Der Lugt, Pieter. Rhetorical Criticism and the Poetry of the Book of Job. New York: E.J.Brill, 1995. 

 

Van Gemeren, Willem A., ed. New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and  Exegesis. 5 

  vols. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1997. 

 

Waltke, Bruce K. "Proverbs:Theology of." In NIDOTTE, vol. 4:1079-1094. 

 

______. "The Book of Proverbs and Old Testament Theology." Bibliotheca Sacra 136 (Oct-Dec 1979) : 

  302-317. 

 

______. "Wisdom Theology and the Centre of Old Testament Theology." The Evangelical Quarterly 50 

  (July –Sept 1978): 132-146. 

 

 

______. The Book of Proverbs: Chapters 1-15 and 15-31 (2 vols.). NICOT. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 

 2004 and 05. 

 

______. with Charles Yu. An Old Testament Theology: A Canonical and Thematic 

  Approach. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2007. 

 

Walton, John H.  Ancient Israelite Literature in its Cultural Context.  Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1989. 

 

______, Victor H. Matthews, and Mark W. Chavalas. The IVP Background Commentary: Old Testament.  

Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2000. 

  

______.  Ancient Near Eastern Thought and the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2006. 

 

Wigram. The New Englishman's Hebrew Concordance: Coded to Strong's Concordance Numbering 

  System. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1984. 

 

Whybray, R. N. Ecclesiastes. NCBC. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1989. 

 

______. Proverbs. NCBC. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1994. 

 

Wilson, Gerald H. "Wisdom." In NIDOTTE, vol._4: 1276-1285. 

 

Zuck, Roy B., ed.  A Biblical Theology of the Old Testament.  Chicago: Moody, 1991. 

 

______. ed. Sitting with Job.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1992. 
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 . ed.  Learning from the Sages.  Grand Rapids:  Baker, 1995. 

 

 . ed.  Reflecting With Solomon.  Grand Rapids:  Baker, 1994. 

 

 

SPECIFIC DATA 

 

Prepared by Roger D. Cotton, Th.D., December 2009. 


