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COURSE SYLLABUS
COURSE DESCRIPTION

A study of the spiritual dynamics in the growth and service of the minister with emphasis upon
the role of the Holy Spirit and personal practice of the disciplines of Christian life.

OBJECTIVES
Each participant should demonstrate through the academic, relational, and spiritual requirements
of this course that he or she has satisfactorily met the following objectives:

Knowledge

1. A biblical theology of spiritual formation including character development and sanctification,
and personal relatedness to the larger body of Christ.

2. A biblical theology of the role of the Holy Spirit in Christian life and ministry giftings.

3. A general awareness of the historic body of spiritual literature with detailed knowledge of at
least one of the great spiritual masters.

4. A sound grasp of the classic Christian disciplines.

5. An awareness of the unique Pentecostal-charismatic dimensions of Christian spirituality.

Attitudes

1. A healthy self-critical perspective toward one’s personal life and ministry.

2. Openness to the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit and constructive criticism from fellow
members of the body of Christ.

3. A sense of responsibility for as well as dependence upon the larger body of Christ.

4. Sensitivity to the guidance of the Holy Spirit in personal life and ministry.

5. Desire to identify and maximize one’s personal spiritual gifts in ministry.

Skills

1. Development of small group participation and leadership skills.

2. Utilization of empirical personality inventories as tools of personal growth.

3. Leadership of group devotionals and spiritual exercises in a timely and professional manner.

4. Development of research and expositional skills with reference to classic Christian
spirituality.

5. Application of personal learning in spirituality to varied corporate settings and
responsibilities with a view to future ministry.



REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS

Boa, Kenneth. Conformed to His Image: Biblical and Practical Approaches to Spiritual
Formation. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001

Foster, Richard J. and J. B. Smith, eds. Devotional Classics: Selected Readings for Individuals
and Groups. San Francisco: Harper San Francisco, 1993.

Ortburg, John. The Life You’ve Always Wanted: Spiritual Disciplines for Ordinary People.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1997.

Tan, Siang-Yang and Douglas Gregg. Disciplines of the Holy Spirit: How to Connect to the
Spirit’s Power and Presence. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1997.

BASIC OUTLINE

Introduction

l. Biblical and Theological Roots of Spiritual Formation
I. Psychological and Theological Integration

1. Christian Disciplines and Worldview

IV.  Spiritual Gifts in Personal Life and Ministry

METHODOLOGY

This course will employ lectures, personality inventories, written reports, guided discussions,
student testimonies and presentations, and group practice of many of the Christian disciplines in
classroom and non-classroom settings. While the course will have a strong cognitive component,
it is intended also to be a group experiment in Christian growth.

REQUIREMENTS

1. Reading Requirements. A minimum of 1,000 pages of reading is required including the
required texts and all other research readings with submission of a detailed reading report attesting
completion on Thursday, December 6. Additional readings in primary classic sources will
favorably impact the participation grade. Incomplete reading reports will adversely affect that
grade.

2. Personality Inventory. The Taylor Johnson Temperament Analysis and the Christian Life
Profile are required for each participant should be on file at the beginning of the semester. A five-
page essay interpreting and evaluating these profiles in terms of the participant’s personal
spiritual formation is due on Thursday, November 1.

3. Term Paper. One 10-page term paper is required setting forth an exposition and critique of
the spirituality of one of the spiritual masters in Foster’s and Smith’s anthology, Devotional
Classics. Research and bibliography should include the major writings attributed to that author as
well significant commentaries on his or her thought. The due date is Thursday, October 4.



4. Personal Journal. A personal spiritual journal must be kept from September 4 through
December 6. It should be a daily record in readable form of your own personal spiritual journey
through these months. Demonstrate understanding and integration of the spiritual formation
processes in your personal spiritual journey and you interact with Scripture, course readings,
encounters with people, prayer needs, answers to prayer, etc. This will be a private document
read only by the professor. Grade will be based on quality and thoroughness. Due date:
December 11.

5. Examination. One examination in two parts will be administered during final examination week
on Tuesday, December 11: Part 1 will be an objective examination on the thought of the various
spiritual writers in Foster and Smith. Notes should be developed from the readings, research, and
devotionals of the semester in preparation for that exam. Part 2 will be an essay on the topic,
“The Nature of Spiritual Growth,” that will integrate and explicate your study and reflection over
the course of the semester.

6. Devotional. As many members of the class as possible will be assigned to lead a devotional at
the beginning of class. The devotional should be based upon the most unique and significant
contributions of the spiritual master whom the student is researching.

7. Participation: Ready involvement will be expected in internal class spiritual disciplines as well
as periodically scheduled extra-class functions as prayer meetings, group meetings, etc. One such
meeting will be held at the professor’s home on Friday, September 28, 7:00 p.m. for which
attendance is mandatory.

GRADING PROCEDURE

Personality Analysis Paper - 20%
Term Paper - 20%
Personal Journal - 20%
Examination - 20%
Participation - 20%

Grades will be averaged using the following scale: F=1; D-=2; D=3; D+=4; C-=5; C=6; C+=7;
B-=8; B=9; B+=10; A-=11; A=12. Late papers may be penalized at the rate of one movement
within the letter grade per calendar day.

Participation will be determined on the basis of class and event attendance, completion of
assigned readings, class and group interaction, and constructive leadership within the class and its
activities.
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