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Visiting Professor of Missions
Time: 1:00-2:15 PM, Wednesday & Friday

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

This course examines both the theoretical and practical aspects of contextualization as related to
the following areas: biblical interpretation, theology, church methodologies/strategies, and
leadership development. Contextualization is reviewed and evaluated in terms of its bearing on
the communication of the Gospel, the expression of the Christian faith, and its spread in various
cultural settings.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. To understand the origin, significance, and role that “contextualization” can play in
present day missions.

2. To appreciate that there are theologies in the so-called Two-Thirds World that may be
equal to or perhaps superior to Western interpretations of theology.

3. To study existing contextualized theologies and understand their implications to the
Christian global scene today.

4. To determine if a more contextualized presentation of the gospel would result in the
resistant people groups of this world coming to Christ in a greater measure.

5. To realize that the goal of contextualization is not to make the Gospel relevant but,
rather, to enable a people to understand the significance of the gospel in terms which they
can comprehend it.

TEXTBOOKS
Required Textbooks
Adeney, Bernard T. Strange Virtues: Ethics in a Multicultural World. Downers Grove, IL:
InterVarsity Press, 1995.
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Dryness, William A. Invitation to Cross-Cultural Theology: Case Studies In Vernacular
Theologies. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1992.

Schreiter, Robert J. Constructing Local Theologies. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1985.
Recommended Textbooks

Dyrness, William. Learning About Theology From the Third World. Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1990.

Fleming, Bruce . Contextualization of Theology. Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library,
1980.

Gilliland, Dean S (ed). The Word Among Us: Contextualizing Theology For Mission
Today. Dallas: Word Publishing, 1989.

BASIC OUTLINE
Introduction
Defining Contextualization and Related Issues
Culture in Contextualization
The Dimensions of Religious Experience
Contextualizing Theology
a. Fundamentals and Presuppositions in Theology
b. Constructing Local Theologies
c. Contextualizing Theology in Africa
d. Contectualizing theology in Latin America
e. Contextualizing Theology in Asia
Contextualizing Ethics
Case Studies

METHODOLOGY
Lectures
Class Discussion
Video Presentation(s)
Research Paper
Examinations, a mid-term and final exam

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
1. Reading of the required textbooks and assigned readings.
2. Successful completion of the examinations.
3. Faithful attendance to class as required by the Student Handbook of the seminary.
4. Successful completion of the Research Paper.
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A. The paper is due at the beginning of class on November 15, 2002.
B. There will be a deduction of one (1) letter grade if the paper is turned in late.
C. There will be a hand out detailing the requirements for the Term Paper.

GRADING PROCEDURE

1. Completion of all required readings 25%
2. Research Paper 35%
3. Exams, averaged together 40%
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