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COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

An investigation of the role of worship in the Christian congregation with a view to developing a
theology and philosophy of worship.  Includes a study of worship in the Old and New
Testaments and in the history of the Church.  The distinctive elements of sacramental, word-
centered, and Pentecostal worship are explored.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Each participant should demonstrate through class activities and course requirements that the
following objectives are valued and accomplished in significant ways:

Knowledge
1. Development of a biblical theology for worship and familiarity with its Scriptural basis.
2. Integration of the Pentecostal-charismatic biblical texts into a personal theology of

worship.
3. Understanding of the role of the Holy Spirit in preparing and leading worship services.
4. Basic familiarity with the historic and contemporary liturgies of the churches.
5. Identification and comprehension of the major streams of worship music in contemporary

American churches in general and Pentecostal-charismatic churches in particular.
6. Awareness of the generational and sub-cultural issues that impinge on worship in local

churches.
7. A conceptual framework for the planning, staff structures, and personal relationships

necessary for meaningful and effective worship services.

Attitudes
1. The cultivation of a pastor’s heart for all the people of God who gather in the church for

worship.
2. An openness to the guidance and activity of the Holy Spirit in worship.
3. A growing faith that God provides all the gifts and resources sincere and conscientious

pastors need to successfully lead their churches in worship.
4. A genuine concern for associates who are responsible for leadership and participation in

the worship ministries of the local church.
5. A desire to be a life-long learner and participant in the worship of God.
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Skills
1. Ability to conceptualize and articulate, in consultation with paid and/or volunteer staff as

appropriate, a comprehensive program of worship for the local church.
2. Leadership skills to administer a comprehensive church worship program with both

volunteer and paid staff.
3. Accomplished performance of the liturgical duties of the pastoral office.
4. Ability to function effectively in multiple worship settings both traditional and

contemporary.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS

Peterson, David.  Engaging with God: A Biblical Theology of Worship.  Downers Grove, IL:
InterVarsity, 1992.

Webber, Robert E..  Blended Worship: Achieving Substance and Relevance in Worship.  Peabody,
MA: Hendrickson, 1994.

BASIC OUTLINE

Introduction—The Worship Wars
I. A Biblical Theology of Worship
II. The Christian Year and Traditional Liturgies
III. Contemporary American Worship Patterns and Trends
IV. Pentecostal-Charismatic Worship
V. Congregational Culture
VI. Staffing and Planning for Worship

Tentative Calendar
September 5—Introduction; The Nature of Worship
September 12—Worship in the Old Testament
September 19—Worship in the New Testament
September 26—Pentecostal-charismatic Worship [Internet Reports Due]
October 3
October 10
October 17
October 24
October 31—[Site Visit Reports Due]
November 7— Free time for visits and research
November 14—Guest
November 21
November 28—Thanksgiving Holiday
December 5—[Reading Reports Due]
December 12—[Project Reports Due]
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METHODOLOGY

This course will utilize a wide variety of learning methods and approaches including lectures,
class discussion, small group interaction, case studies, special guests, audio/video presentations,
interviews, and site visits to various churches to help facilitate the learning process.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Reading Requirements. A minimum of 1,000 pages of reading is required from the required
texts and supplementary documents and research materials.  The threshhold reading
requirement (not to be understood as itself  qualification) for an “A” grade will be 1,500
pages.  An annotated reading report is to be submitted in typewritten form on Thursday,
December 5 with a brief paragraph (3-4 sentences) setting forth the thesis or contribution of
each chapter or article reported.

2. Site Visits and Reports.  Each member of the class will be expected to visit and report on
not less than three different churches with differing worship styles ranging from the liturgical
to the contemporary.  For distant churches of special interest, videos of full services may be
utilized (with the professor’s approval).  The reports may be 3-5 pages typewritten and
double-spaced providing the church name and address, date visited, order of service,
explanation of components as needed, and brief theological analysis and critique of the
singing, prayers, preaching, and other components.  No consultation on the actual writing of
the report with fellow students is allowed.  Due date: Thursday, October 31.

3. Internet Research Assignment.  Using only the Internet, research 15 helpful web sites that
relate to worship in the Church.  These web sites may focus on theology, philosophy,
practice, resources, and so forth.  Students may help each other but hopefully will not all
utilize the same sites.  Compile a one page description and critique of each web site into a
written report due on Thursday, September 26.

4. Class Presentations.  The class will often utilize a seminar format with each student
presenting not less than two components.  Presentations will be oral and may employ notes,
PowerPoint, and other aids as desired.  A written report on the presentation will be due one
week later at the next class.

5. Project.  Each student will choose one project of special interest that relates to the subject
matter of the course and is approved by the professor.  It should be researched and developed
throughout the semester, written up in not less than 15 pages in appropriate Turabian format
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with documentation, and presented no later than Thursday, December 12.  Especially
competent and relevant projects may be scheduled for class presentation.

GRADING PROCEDURE

Annotated Reading Report 10%
Church Report #1 10%
Church Report #2 10%
Church Report #3 10%
Internet Research Assignment 10%
Class Report #1 10%
Class Report #2 10%
Project 30%

Late papers may be penalized at the rate of one movement within the letter grade per calendar
day.  Grades will be averaged using the following scale: F=1; D-=2; D=3; D+=4; C-=5; C=6;
C+=7; B-=8; B=9; B+=10; A-=11; A=12.  Please remember the Seminary grading profile in
which “A” is Excellent, “B” is Good, and “C” is Average.
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