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COURSE SYLLABUS
COURSE DECSRIPTION

This course will study Acts inductively, looking at its narrative structure, its content, as
well as the history and culture behind and within it. Since Acts is important to
contemporary Pentecostal/Charismatic traditions, practical and theological issues
pertinent to them will receive great attention. Such issues are baptism of the Spirit,
missions, proclamation of the gospel, signs, wonders, and miracles, prayer, and the
community of God.

OBJECTIVES
At the successful completion of this course the student should be able to:

1. Respond to questions in a knowledgeable manner on a variety issues, people,

and texts that relate to Pentecostal concerns;

Interpret narrative texts more skillfully;

Preach more meaningfully from the book of Acts;

Integrate more fully Charismatic theology into Christian life and practice;

Pray and believe more effectively for life and ministry;

Avrticulate historical, social, and theological background issues of the book of

Acts for interpretive purposes;

7. Explore missionary methods and leadership strategies more effectively for
Charismatic communities.
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TEXTBOOKS

Required:

Witherington, 111, Ben. The Acts of the Apostles: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary. Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998.

Recommended:

Keener, Craig S. The Spirit in the Gospels and Acts: Divine Purity and Power. Peabody,
MA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc., 1997.

McKechnie, Paul. The First Christian Centuries: Perspectives on the Early Church.
Downers Grove: VP, 2002.



Menzies, Robert P. The Development of Early Christian Pneumatology With Special
Reference to Luke-Acts. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1991.

Patzia, Arthur G. The Emergence of the Church: Context, Growth, Leadership &
Worship. Downers Grove, IL:1\VVP Press, 2001.

Stronstad, Roger. The Charismatic Theology of St. Luke. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson
Publishers, 1984.

Turner, Max. The Holy Spirit and Spiritual Gifts. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers
Inc, 1996.

BASIC OUTLINE

l. Introductory matters:
Relative to the course
Relative to the book of Acts

I1.  Analysis of Acts:
Chapter 1—Preparation for Pentecost
Peter
Chapters 2-8:1—Peter and the Church in Jerusalem
Chapters 8:2-12:25—Peter and Expansion to Greater Judea & Palestine
Paul
Chapters 13-14—Paul and Expansion to Asia Minor the 1% Missionary Journey
Chapters 15-16:5—Church Council: Pause and Regroup
Chapters 16:6-18:22—Paul and Further Westward Expansion and Solidification:
2" Missionary Journey
Chapters 18:23-21:16—Paul’s 3" Missionary Journey
Chapters 21:17-28:31—Paul on the Road to Rome

METHODOLOGY

In this course we will seek to meet our objectives through:

1. Classroom lecture.

2. Classroom discussion of issues related to assigned reading, lectures, and
class assignments.

3. Teaching opportunities

4. Individual reading, research, and writing.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Attendance at all class sessions is expected. Whenever possible absences
should be announced beforehand to the professor. Excessive absenteeism



6.
7.

is defined by the AGTS catalog and may result in a grade reduction.
(Consult the Student Handbook)

Students should prepare themselves in advance for each class session by
completing their appropriate reading assignment in Acts and the textbook.
Participation in classroom discussion through comments and questions are
encouraged.

Completion of all reading assignments:

a. The Book of Acts in one’s favorite translation

b. The textbook in its entirety as the class works its way through Acts
Assist the professor and gain teaching experience by preparing a lesson
plan on a small section of Acts and leading the class into discovering the
meaning of that text. Early in the schedule, texts, times, etc. will be
chosen and assigned.

An expository (interpretive) paper on a paragraph in Acts (preferably from
the section of Acts with which the student assists the professor). (15-20
pages excluding title page, table of contents, and bibliography; follow
Turabian for all matters pertaining to formatting of paper, footnotes, and
bibliography and to elements of a formal paper) DUE . Late
papers will be penalized.

Mid-term Exam

Final Exam

GRADING PROCEDURE

Grade Values

PN E

Interpretative paper 100 points
Midterm Exam 100 points
Teaching opportunity 50 points
Final Exam 100 points

The grade will come from the appropriate percentages of the total possible:

95-100 %
90-94 %
87-89 %
84-86 %

A 80-83 % B-
A- 77-79 % C+
B+ 74-76 % C

B 70-73 % C-
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