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COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will examine the background the Fourth Gospel to determine the nature of its readers,
where they lived, what the problems were, and something of the larger world they lived in. 
Content, structure, and major themes will be studied also.  John's unique contribution to the life
of Jesus will be explored.

OBJECTIVES

At the end of this course the student should be able to
1. Provide specific information on content and structure;
2. Interpret the Gospel more effectively;
3. Make application of the teachings of the Gospel;
4. Appreciate more deeply Johannine literature;
5. Meditate more deeply on the major themes in John.

TEXTBOOKS Need to get your books? (www Link to AGTS Bookstore)

Required

Beasley-Murray, George R.  John. Word Biblical Commentary.  Waco, Texas: Word Books,
Publisher, 1987.

Recommended

Aker, Benny C.  “John.”  In the Full Life Bible Commentary to the New Testament. Edited by
French L. Arrington & Roger Stronstad. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing  House, 1999.

Malina, Bruce J. & Richard L. Rohrbaugh.  Social Science Commentary on the Gospel of John.
Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1998.

Smith, D. Moody.  The Theology of the Gospel of John.  Cambridge:  Cambridge University 
Press, 1995.

http://www.agts.edu/community/bookstore.html
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BASIC OUTLINE

Introduction:
Syllabus
Background of John

Analysis of John--We will follow the divisions of the Gospel.  Generally, the class will cover 1-2
chapters of John per week.

Final Exam

METHODOLOGY

Lectures and Discussion
Presentations
Interpretive Paper
Exam: Monday April 22;  6:30 p.m.-9:10 p.m.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. The student must prepare for each day's class by studying the appropriate material in the
Gospel of John and in the textbook, John.. 

2. Select a section from John, analyze, organize, and present it in class.  The time of
presentation will be given the first week of the semester.  This will become the interpretive
paper.  The student will take suggestions from the class presentation, do more research on
the passage, and produce a final interpretive paper.

3. A formal interpretive paper, 15-20 pages in length, on a section from John.  Again, use good,
formal seminary style:  title page, outline page, introduction, body, conclusion, footnotes,
and bibliography.  Please use a number of sources but keep the quotes few and short.  Use
sectional headings in your paper to denote major divisions.  Due April 16.   Late papers are
penalized 10 points per day.

5. A comprehensive exam.

6. Attendance:  cf. Student Handbook.

GRADING PROCEDURE
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Exam ..........................100 points
Interpretive Paper ...... 100 points
Presentations .............. 50 points
(For penalty of late work, see Course Requirements above.)

90% - 100% = A
80% -  89% = B
70% -  79% = C
60% -  69% = D
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