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COURSE DESCRIPTION

The course will address biblical passages relevant to the ministry of women in the home, church,
and community. Discussion will lead men and women students to develop a wholistic biblical
hermeneutic of male-female relationships and ministry roles.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Following this course the student should be able to:

Understand what the Bible says about male-female relationships in the home and
community

Explain the historical position of their denomination on the theology of women in ministry
Interpret and apply Old and New Testament scriptures relevant to ministry roles of men and
women

Thoroughly exegete “problem texts” related to male and female relationships in the Body of
Christ

Evaluate current viewpoints of women in ministry and various differing scriptural
interpretations

Form a personal theology and attitude concerning women in ministry from evidence
presented and apply that attitude within the context of contemporary church structure

TEXTBOOKS

Required texts:

Cunningham, Loren and David Hamilton. Why Not Women? A Biblical Study of Women in
Missions, Ministry, and Leadership. Seattle, WA: YWAM Publishing, 2000.

Grenz, Stanley J. and Denise M. Kjesbo. Women in the Church: A Biblical Theology of Women in
Ministry. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1995.

Keener, Craig. Paul, Women, and Wives: Marriage and Women’s Ministry in the Letters of Paul.
Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1992.

The Role of Women in Ministry as Described in Holy Scripture. Springfield, MO: Gospel
Publishing, 1990 (Position Paper pamphlet).




Recommended texts:
Bilezikian, Gilbert. Beyond Sex Roles: A Guide for the Study of Female Roles in the Bible. Grand
Rapids, MI: Baker, 1985.

Grady, J. Lee. 10 Lies the Church Tells Women: How the Bible Has Been Misused to Keep Women
in Spiritual Bondage. Lake Mary, FL: Creation House, 2000.

Strauss, Mark L. Distorting Scripture? The Challenge of Bible Translation and Gender Accuracy.
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1998.

BASIC OUTLINE

. Introduction

. Hermeneutical foundation—how we interpret the Bible
. Creation narrative and the Fall

. Men and Women in the rest of the Old Testament

. Women and Men in Graeco-Roman Society

. Women in Judaism

. Men and Women at Pentecost

. Ministry roles in the Early Church

. Husband-wife relationships

10. Regulations for people where they were in Corinth
11. Regulations for people where they were in Ephesus
12. Teachings about authority in the Bible
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METHODOLOGY

Lecture, discussion, video presentation(s), group study, research paper, midterm and final exams.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Reading of the required textbooks and assigned readings, with reading reports—two pages on
texts and 1/2 page on collateral readings (to be described in class). Assigned collateral readings will
be placed on reserve in the library for reading or photocopying.

2. Successful completion of two exams: Midterm approx. February 19, Final from 10:15 to 12:45 on
April 23.

3. Research and personal position paper of 12-15 pages, due at the beginning of class on April 11.
Using both Old and New Testaments, characterize a scriptural basis for women taking positions of
leadership. Special attention should be given to the Creation narrative and the controversial
passages. Include some consideration of the major themes within the ongoing discussion concerning
women in ministry as an issue in the evangelical and/or Pentecostal communities. Conclude with a
final summary of your personal beliefs regarding women in ministry, clarifying your reasons for
your position. Papers are to be typed, double-spaced, following guidelines in Turabian’s 6th edition.
Please note that a deduction of one-half letter grade per class will be assessed for late work.



4. Faithful attendance to class (as per the Student Handbook) and participation in
discussions/groups.

GRADING PROCEDURE

Attendance and class participation 10%
Completion of all required readings and submission of reports 15%
Research and personal position paper 25%
Midterm exam 25%
Final exam 25%
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