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ASSEMBLIES OF GOD THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
BNT 641 Preaching Through Revelation

Ben C. Aker, Ph.D. Spring 2003

COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course seeks to explore the meaning of the book of Revelation in its historical and
social contexts with a view towards developing sound biblical, theological, pastoral and
prophetic preaching material.  Preaching themes for the 21st century will emerge as a way
to enhance this material for preaching.  Content will also receive attention along with a
survey of a variety of hermeneutical approaches.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

At the end of this course, the student should be able to:

1. To interpret better a New Testament passage, especially apocalyptic genre;
2. To construct a better expository sermon;
3. reflect a greater knowledge of the content of Revelation, literary and social

backgrounds of Revelation, and the theology of Revelation;
4. Evaluate the various interpretive approaches to Revelation;
4. express a greater appreciation for the New Testament, for teaching

preaching ministries, and for personal and professional responsibilities as
taught in Revelation.

TEXTBOOKS

Required

Bauckham, Richard. The Theology of the Book of Revelation. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press,1993.

Mounce, Robert H.  The Book of Revelation.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1977.
Wainwright, Arthur W. Mysterious Apocalypse, Abingdon Press, 1993.

Recommended

Barclay, William. Letters to the Seven Churches, Abingdon Press, 1957.
Osborne, Grant R. Revelation. ECNT.Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 2002.
Pate, C. Marvin, Gen. Ed. Four Views on the Book of Revelation, Zondervan Publishing

Co.: 1998.
Thomas, Robert L.  Revelation 1-7: An Exegetical Commentary. Chicago: Moody

Press, 1992.
        .  Revelation 8-22: An Exegetical Commentary. Chicago: Moody Press, 1995.
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Thompson, Leonard L.  The Book of Revelation.  New York: Oxford University Press,
1990.

COURSE OUTLINE

1. Unit 1:    Introduction
2. Unit 2:    Chapter 1
3. Unit 3:    Chapters 2-3
4. Unit 4:    Chapters 4-6
5. Unit 5:    Chapter 7
6. Unit 6:    Chapter 8
7. Unit 7:    Chapter 9
8. Unit 8:    Chapter 10
9. Unit 9:    Chapter 11
10. Unit 10:  Chapter 12
11. Unit 11:  Chapter 13
12. Unit 12:  Chapter 14
13. Unit 13:  Chapter 15
14. Unit 14:  Chapter 16
15. Unit 15:  Chapter 17
16. Unit 16:  Chapter 18
17. Unit 17:  Chapter 19
18. Unit 18:  Chapters 20-22
19. Exam

METHODOLOGY

1. Lecture
2. Discussion
3. Reports
4. Research
5. Sermon preparation
6. Examination

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Class attendance (See the Handbook for policy).
2. Prepare for each class by being attuned to the advance of the class and noting the

course outline.
3. Class participation.
4. Reports
5. Prepare six sermons in detailed outline form—ready to preach.
6. Take an exam (Friday, April 25; 7:30 AM).
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GRADING PROCEDURE

1. Daily class participation 50 points
2. Exam            100 points
3. Sermons                                    35 points each

4. Averaged number of points and appropriate percentage:
 95-100%=A

90- 94%=A-
87- 89%=B+

                     83- 86%=B
80- 82%=B-

                        77-79%=C+
                        73-76%=C
                        70-72%=C-
                        65-69%=D

NOTE: Late assignments may be penalized.

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Adams, Jay E.  The Time is At Hand.  Nutley, NJ: Presbyterian & Reformed, 1974.

Anderson, Robert.  The Coming Prince: The Marvelous Prophecy of Daniel's.  Grand
Rapids: Kregel, 1957.

Arrington, French L.  Paul's Aeon Theology in First Corinthians. Washington:
University Press of America, 1978.

Bailey, Keith M.  Christ's Coming and His Kingdom: A Study in Bible Prophecy.
Harrisburg, PA: Christian Publications, 1981.

Barnhouse, Donald Grey.  Revelation: An Expository Commentary. Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1971.

Beasley, Murray, and George Raymond.  Revelation: Three Viewpoints.  Nashville:
Broadman Press, 1977.

        .  The Book of Revelation.  Greenwood, SC: Attic Press, 1974.

Beegle, Dewey M.  Prophecy and Prediction.  An Arbor, MI: Pryor Pettengill, 1978.

Berkhof, Hendrikus.  Well-founded Hope.  Richmond, VA: John Knox, 1969.

Berkouwer, Gerrit C.  The Return of Christ.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1972.
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Betzer, Dan.  Countdown: A Newsman Looks at the Rapture.  Springfield, MO: Radiant
Books, 1979.

Bloomfield, Arthur E.  Before the Last Battle Armageddon. Minneapolis: Bethany
Fellowship, 1971.

Boesak, Allan A. Comfort and Protest: The Apocalypse from a South African Pespective.
Westminster Press, 1987.

Boettner, Loraine.  Immorality.  Philadelphia: Presbyterian & Reformed, 1956.

Braaten, Carl E.  Eschatology and Ethics: Essays on the Theology   and Ethics of the
Kingdom of God. Minneapolis: Augsburg Publishing House, 1974.

Brunner, Heinrich E.  Eternal Hope.  Translated by Harold Knight.  Philadelphia:
Westminster Press, 1954.

Bulst, Werner.  Revelation.  New York: Sheed and Ward, 1965.

Bultman, Rudolf K.  The Presence of Eternity: History and Eschatology.  Westport, CT:
Greenwood Press, 1975.

Carter, James E.  What Is To Come?  Nashville: Broadman Press,  1975.

Carver, Everett I.  When Jesus Comes Again?  Phillipsburg, NJ: Presbyterian &
Reformed, 1979.

Case, Shirley Jackson.  The Revelation of John: A Historical Interpretation.   
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1919.

Clouse, Robert G., ed.  The Meaning of the Millennium: Four Views.  With contributions
by George E. Ladd, et al. Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1977.

Collins, John J.  The Apocalyptic Vision of the Book of Daniel.  Missoula, MT: Scholars
Press, 1977.

Colton, C. E.  Revelation: Book of Mystery and Hope. Nashville: Broadman, 1979.

Corell, Alf.  Consummatum Est: Eschatology and Church in the Gospel of St. John.
  London: SPCK, 1958.

Coward, Parnell C.  Revelation Systematically Studied: A Study With the Layman in
Mind.  Cleveland, TN: Pathway Press, 1974.

Cox, William E.  Biblical Studies in Final Things. Philadelphia: Presbyterian &
Reformed, 1972.
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Dalton, William J.  Aspects of New Testament Eschatology.  Nedland, Perth: University
of Western Australia Press, 1968.

Dulles, Avery.  Revelation Theology: A History.  New York: Herder and Herder, 1969.

Duty, Guy.  Escape from the Coming Tribulation: How to be Prepared for the Last Great
Crisis of History.  Minneapolis: Bethany Fellowship, 1975.

Eddleman, H. Leo, Ed.  Last Things: A Symposium of Prophetic Messages.  Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1969.

Ellis, Edward Earle.  Eschatology in Luke.  Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1972.

Erickson, Millard J.  Contemporary Options in Eschatology: A Study of the Millennium.
Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1977.

Erdman, Charles R.  The Revelation of John: An Exposition. Philadelphia: Westminster
Press, 1966.

Ezell, Douglas.  Revelations on Revelation: New Sounds from Old Symbols.  Waco: Word
Books, 1977.

Fison, J. E.  The Christian Hope: The Presence and Parousia.  New York: Longmans,
Green, 1954.

Ford, Desmond.  The Abomination of Desolation in Biblical Eschatology.  Washington:
University Press in America, 1979.

Franklin, Eric.  Christ the Lord: A Study in the Purpose and Theology of Luke-Acts.
Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1975.

Franzmann, Martin H.  Revelation to John.  Concordia, 1976.

Funk, Robert Walter, Ed.  Apocalypticism.  New York: Herder &   Herder, 1969.

Gaebelein, Arno C.  The Revelation: An Analysis and Exposition of the Last Book of the
Bible.  New York: Loizeaux Brothers, 1961.

Gibson, Raymond E.  God, Man, and Time: Human Destiny in American  Theology
Philadelphia: United Church Press, 1966.

Glasson, Thomas F.  Revelation of John.  In Cambridge Commentary on the New
English Bible.  Cambridge University Press, 1965.

Gundry, Robert H.  The Church and the Tribulation.  Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1973.
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Hailey, Homer.  Revelation: An Introduction & Commentary.  Grand Rapids: Baker
Book House, 1979.

Harris, Charles.  What's Ahead?  Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House, 1981.

Hoekema, Anthony A.  The Bible and the Future.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1979.

Hoyt, Herman Arthur.  The End Times.  Chicago: Moody Press, 1969.

Hurnard, Samuel F.  Revelation: The Book with a Blessing. London: Marshall, Morgan,
and Scott, 1930.

Jewett, Robert.  Jesus Against the Rapture: Seven Unexpected Prophecies.  1st ed.
Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1979.

Kallas, James G.  Revelation: God & Satan in the Apocalypse.  Minneapolis: Augsburg
Publishing House, 1973.

Kiddle, Martin.  The Revelation of St. John.  London: Hodder and   Stoughton, 1963.

Kummel, Werner Georg.  Promise and Fulfillment: The Eschatological Message of
Jesus.  Translated from the German by Dorothea M. Barton.  2nd English Ed.
London: SCM Press, 1961.

        .  Promise and Fulfillment: The Eschatological Message of Jesus.  Translated from
the German by Dorothea M. Barton.  3rd rev. Ed.  London: SCM Press, 1961.

Kuyper, Abraham.  The Revelation of St. John.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1964.

Ladd, George E.  The Last Things: An Eschatology for Laymen. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1978.

        .  Revelation.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1972.

McClain, Alva J.  Daniel's Prophecy of the Seventy Weeks. Grand  Rapids: Zondervan,
1969.

Marshall, I. Howard.  Eschatology and the Parables.  London: Theological Student's
Fellowship, 1973.

Moltmann, Jurgen.  The Future of Hope: Theology as Eschatology. Edited by Frederick
Herzog.  New York: Herder & Herder, 1970.

Moody, Dale.  The Hope of Glory.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1964.
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Moore, Arthur Lewis.  The Parousia in the New Testament.  Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1966.

Morris, Leon.  The Revelation of St. John.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1969.

Odendaal, Dirk A.  The Eschatological Expectation of Isaiah 40-66 with Special
Reference to Israel and the Nations.  Nutley, NJ: Presbyterian & Reformed, 1970.

Oesterley, William O. E.  The Doctrine of the Last Things: Jewish  and Christian.
London: John Murray, 1908.

Peake, Arthur S.  The Revelation of John.  London: Primitive Methodist Publishing
House, 1919.

Pentecost, J. Dwight.  Things to Come: A Study in Biblical Eschatology.  Grand Rapids:
Dunham Publishing Co., 1958.

Ploger, Otto.  Theocracy and Eschatology.  Translated by S.  Rudman.  Richmond, VA:
John Knox Press, 1968.

Poellot, Luther.  Revelation: The Last Book of the Bible.  Fortress Press, 1977.

Preston, Ronald H.  The Revelation of St. John the Divine: The Book of Glory.  London:
SCM Press, 1968.

Roberts, J. W.  Revelation to John.  In Living Word NT Commentary. Series: Vol. 9.
Sweet Publishers, 1974.

Rose, George Leon.  Tribulation Till Translation: A Harmonious Compendium of
Prophecy and History of the Past, the Present and the Future, Viewed From the
Fundamental and the Post-Tribulation Rapture Standpoint.  Glendale, CA: Rose
Publishing Co., 1943.

Ryrie, Charles C.  Revelation.  Chicago: Moody Press, 1968.

Sadler, Michael F.  The Revelation of St. John the Divine: With Notes Critical and
Practical.  London: George Bell, 1894.

Schick, Edwin A.  Revelation: The Last Book of the Bible.  Philadelphia: Fortress Press,
1977.

Schellebeeckx, Edward, Ed.  The Problem of Eschatology.  New York: Paulist Press,
1969.

Schwarz, Hans.  On the Way to the Future: A Christian View of   Eschatology in the Light
of Current Trends in Religion, Philosophy, and Science.  Rev. Ed.  Minneapolis:
Augsburg Publishing House, 1979.
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Scott, Jack B.  Revelation Unfolded.  Wheaton, IL: Tyndale Publishing House, 1979.

Simcox, Henry.  The Revelation Record: A Scientific and Devotional Commentary on the
Book of Revelation.  Wheaton, IL: Tyndale Publishing House, 1983.

Simon, Ulrich Ernest.  The End Is Not Yet: A Study in Christian Eschatology.1st Ed.
Welwyn: James Nisbet & Co., 1964.

Synan, Joseph A.  The Shape of Things to Come. Franklin Springs, GA: Advocate Press,
1969.

Sweet, John P.  Revelation.  Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1979.

Thompson, Leonard L.  The Book of Revelation. New York: Oxford University Press,
1990.

Travis, Stephen H.  Christian Hope and the Future. Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity
Press, 1980.

Unger, Merrill F.  Beyond the Crystal Ball. Chicago: Moody Press, 1973.

Vos, Geerhardus.  The Pauline Eschatology. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1972.

Walhout, Edwin.  Revelation: A Study Guide.  CRC, 1978.

Walvoord, John F.  The Return of the Lord.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1972.

Ward, William B.  After Death, What?  Richmond, VA: John Knox Press, 1965.

Winklhofer, Alois.  The Coming of His Kingdom: A Theology of the Last Things.
Translated by A. V. Littledale.  Freiburg:  Herder, 1963.

SPECIFIC DATA

Syllabus prepared by Ben C. Aker, PhD      December 2002.


