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COURSE DESCRIPTION

The course will address biblical passages relevant to the ministry of women in the home, church, and
community. Discussion will lead men and women students to develop a wholistic biblical
hermeneutic of male-female relationships and ministry roles.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Following this course the student should be able to:

• Understand what the Bible says about male-female relationships in the home and community
• Explain the historical position of their denomination on the theology of women in ministry
• Interpret and apply Old and New Testament scriptures relevant to ministry roles of men and

women
• Thoroughly exegete “problem texts” related to male and female relationships in the Body of

Christ
• Evaluate current viewpoints of women in ministry and various differing scriptural

interpretations
• Form a personal theology and attitude concerning women in ministry from evidence presented

and apply that attitude within the context of contemporary church structure

TEXTBOOKS

Required texts:
Cunningham, Loren and David Hamilton. Why Not Women? A Biblical Study of Women in

Missions, Ministry, and Leadership. Seattle, WA: YWAM Publishing, 2000.

Grenz, Stanley J. and Denise M. Kjesbo. Women in the Church: A Biblical Theology of Women in
Ministry. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1995.

The Role of Women in Ministry as Described in Holy Scripture. Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing,
1990 (Position Paper).

Compilation of readings.

Recommended texts:
Belleville, Linda. Women Leaders and the Church:Three Crucial Questions. Grand Rapids, MI:

Baker, 2000.



Keener, Craig. Paul, Women, and Wives: Marriage and Women’s Ministry in the Letters of Paul.
Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1992.

Roberts, B. T. Ordaining Women. Reprint ed. Indianapolis, IN: Light and Life Communications,
1997.

Zikmund, Barbara; Adair Lummis; and Patricia Chang. Clergy Women: An Uphill Calling.
Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 1998.

BASIC OUTLINE
(More detailed schedule to be handed out in class.)
1. Introduction
2. Hermeneutical foundation—how we interpret the Bible
3. Creation narrative and the Fall
4. Men and Women in the rest of the Old Testament
5. Women and Men in Graeco-Roman Society
6. Women in Judaism
7. Men and Women at Pentecost
8. Ministry roles in the Early Church
9. Husband-wife relationships
10. Regulations for people where they were in Corinth
11. Regulations for people where they were in Ephesus
12. Teachings about authority in the Bible

METHODOLOGY

Lecture, discussion, video, group study, research paper and oral presentation, midterm and final
exams.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Reading of the required textbooks and assigned readings, with reading reports—two pages on texts
and 1/2 page on collateral readings (to be described in class). Assigned collateral readings will be
found in the compilation of readings for this course, available in the AGTS bookstore.

2. Successful completion of two exams: Midterm approx. February 19, Final on April 22.

3. Research paper of 12-15 pages, due at the beginning of class on March 25. Using both Old and
New Testaments, briefly characterize a scriptural basis for women taking positions of leadership.
Consulting recent definitions, journals, magazines, books and discussions of the role of pastors,
prophets, and apostles in modern times, choose one woman to write about (living in the last 40 years)
who has served in a leadership role. Explain how she exemplifies the biblical characteristics of a
pastor/teacher, prophet, apostle, etc. from at least 8 sources, including interview, websites, etc.
Subjects of research are to be approved by the instructor by Feb. 25. Papers are to be typed, double-
spaced, following guidelines in Turabian’s 6th edition. Please note that a deduction of one-half letter
grade per class will be assessed for late work.  Each student will make a short oral presentation of the
subject of their research in class.



4. Faithful attendance to class (as per the Student Handbook) and participation in discussions/groups.
Your grade will be reduced for excessive unexcused absences.

GRADING PROCEDURE

Attendance and class participation 10%
Completion of all required readings and submission of reports 15%
Research paper 25%
Midterm exam 25%
Final exam 25%
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